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ADVERTIS EMENT 


TO THE 


READER 


H E World would have reaſon to Wonder, 
that this Political Teſtament of Cardinal de Rs- 
chelieu, could have been conceal'd fo long , did- 
not the Conſequence of it, and the uſe to which 
it was deſigned, convince us that he never inten- 
ded the publiſhing thereof. But whereas ir is the 
Fate of Myſterys to have a certain Date, and that 
it is impoſſible not to confide things of this Nature 
to ſome [ndiſcreet Perſons, there is no reaſon to 
wonder at their falling at laſt into Liberal hands, 
who are glad to Impart them to the World. 

I: would be a Refle&tion on the Judgment of the 
Public,to Imagine that they could miſtake this Works 
for tho Men can never be too Cautious to avoid be- 
iog impoſed upon ; It is impoſſible to read this 
without diſcovering all the CharaQters of that great 


Man's mind. The Elevation and Beauty of. 


his Genius, joyn'd to the Nobleneſg of his 
Expreſſions , appears clearly in this; but more- 
over what variety of matter is not found in it ? 
They are all handled wich ſo much Solidity, that 
it is obvious that he knew them by a profound 
Meditation, ſeconded by a conſummated Experience, 
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«a vertiſement to the Reaaer, 
and that none but himſelf was capable ro Write 
REA). . by pw GCC eG 

"Je; he very dehghtſul to read the Rafiions 
and Political Precepts which the beſt Authors make 


on the principal EveatsttfyRefatethat fatisfaCtion, 
1s conliderably leflen'd, when we conſider that moſt 


of rm .gnly oy wy hey Fact, ran#in thei 


Study%y- and that tþcy Would be ate great lo 
thoffclves ta avercoue the difhicultys of the leak 
Negotiation, or of the leaſt dangerous Intrigue. 
Bur this Politica! Tranmere is of 2 different Ne- 
ture. It is a {1 eriicand a belt Miniſter of Stare, 
viho bas Guvchid ypwards of 25.\<ars one ok the 
rot corftiderable;ingdoms of Emwepe , who has 
Guided ut; and' as it were beld tit by the hand in 
the firſt years uf irs Ri;e : Who preſcribes no Coun- 
ceþ./þvr- what be has-oken practis'd himſelf; and 
Finally-who by: his. SteiiGinets and Courage has 0- 
vercome an 1nfinire number of Obſtacles, and 1n- 
trigutes, Which would have 'overwhelm'd any, cher 
Maa f go 4 
Thereſare there: never was a Work of more 
we for thoſe who are called to theadminiitration 
of great Airairs, . Kings, Princes, Favorites, Mini- 
ſtzrs, Counceilors of State, Fccleſaſticks, Nobles, 
Magiſtrates, Couriers, and in fine, © all forts and 
&t-precs of Men, {1nd inſtru}tons licre, ot an In- 
eftim ibles V aJue. 
»Nat that this! Work 1s in the Condition 1n 
waichit. wou.doundoubrealy have becn had he 
had: lerfare 1; revite ir ;) bur tho fome careleſneſs is 
diſcovered gn'it, ard ſcm? Expreffions lefs happy 
than -ochcrs. 3; nevertheleſs all the parts of it com- 
poſe ſo fine Body , that thoſe littie faults can y 
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ly be look'd upon, like thoſe Strokes in fine PiQtureg, 
which -tho* careleſs, diſcover the skill of the 
Artiſt. . | 

It. would be an Extraordinary Preſumption to 
endeavour by Words to Inhance the excellence of 
a Work, which ſuſtains it felf fo well, and is in- 
finitely above the Elogys that could be given to 
it, "The reading of one Chapter of it will ſpeak 


more in its bebalf, than whatever we could 


ſay. 

6 be firſt Edition of this Book, and the two o- 
thers which follow'd it cloſe, have been taken from 
a Manuſcript which ſeems ro be of thirty years 
ſtanding , and to have been written with great 
precipitation, by two different hands, without any 
blots, but | with many faults : The moſt Eſſential 
have been mended in this fourth Impreſſion, and: 
we thought fit not to alter the reſt, for fear of, 
miſtaking the fence of the Author. As there is no 
reaſon. to believe, that the Copy we have made 
uſe of, is the only remaining one, we intreat thoſe 
who have a better, and who ſhall obſerve any 
Capital faults, ro Impart the ſamie ro us, in ordes 
to correct them in a fifth Edition, 

The very Contents ſeem ro be written by the 
Cardinal de Richelien himielt; as he was a very-mie« 
thedical Man , it is very likely that he begun/his 
Work by the faid Contents , left the Matters 
ſhould anticipate upon each other. '1 

The World will cerrainly be furpris'd at the T'- 
tle of the firſt Chapter, which ſpeaks of the Gene- 
ral Peace, of which he defign'd to mention the 
Year which he has left in blank ; ſince there was 
no General Peace at that time, But we have been 
| A 3 oblig*d 
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oblig'd to follow the Manuſcript , and it is appa-' 
rent that he deſfign'd it, and thereby to feds <0 
the relation of the King his Maſter's great Ations. 

As for the time when this Work was written, 
it is very likely that he did it at ſeveral times. In 
the firſt Chapter he proſecutes the relation of the 
King's Actions until the Year, 1638. Yet in ſome 
other Places he ſeems to write in 1635. fince he 
gives the Ring but 25 years Reign. It may alſo 
be queſtion'd whether what he writes of the Feſuitez, 
is before , or after the Intrigues , which Father 
Cauſin , the King's Confeſſor , and Father Monod, 
Confefſor ro the Dutcheſs of Savoy,ſet on footyto re- 
move him from the Court, which had like to have 
ſucceeded. If he writ the faid Chapter after he had 
defeated the faid Intrigue , no body car! ſufficiently 
admire his Moderation in ſpeaking {d foberly of 
them ; and if he writ it before, it is impoſſible to 
praiſe him cnevgh, to have leftr his Work in its 
firſt State, without cxprefſing more marks of his 
/reſentment in the ſame. 

"Thar which feems moſt ſurpriſing, is, that he 
does no wile mention the Birth of the preſent King 
in his Political Teſtament ; from whence we 
may infer,thar it was written before ;, that Event 
being, tov con{id-rable,to pais it under filence. 

Moreover, we nijuſt confide,, that he had given 
over Writing long before his Death; by reafon of 
the miſchaiice of his Arm, being oblig'd ro dictate 
all his Diſpatches; and whereas it is very likely, 
that he would not rrutt his Political Teflament to a» 
ny other hand, le was no longer in a condition to 
do it him{elf, and that may be the reaſon of the 


faid Omiiiion, 
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All the Notes of the preſent Edition are in the 
Manuſcript , but the Hiſtorical Obſervations on the 
firſt Chapter, were lately communicated to me,and 
are peculiar to the fourth Edition * if ever any 
Work deſerv'd to be adorn'd with Remarks, it cer- 
tainly is this. The Lite and Memoirs of this Great 
Man, will furniſh abundance ; but that is not ſut- 
. ficient, it requires ſomething more particular yet,to 
heighten the [ntrigues of that Court, which have 
not been divulg'd, which would be ot great Uſe 
for the better Underſtandjng of the Hiſtory. Seve- 
ral uſeful Remarks might alſo be made upon the 
then State of Frence, and that to which it is grown 
fince: Wherein the Councels and Maxims of that 
great Miniſter have been follow'd, and in what they 
have deviated from them, and ſeveral other Re- 
marks not only curious, but important. If any bo- 
dy will be ſo kind as to impart all thoſe things to 
— will willingly communicate them to the 
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King LEW 1S XII. 


SIR, | 
” A S ſoon as Your Majeſty was pheas'd to ad 
mit me.into the Management of Your Af- 
fairs, Ireſohs/d to uſe my utmoſt Endeas '. 
wours to facilitate Your great Deſigns, as uſeful to 
thu; State, as glorious to your Perſon. 

God baving Th d my Intentions, inſomuch that 
the Virtue and Happineſs of Your Majeſty have 
aftoniſh'd the preſent, and will. be admir'd ms fu- 
rure Ages, I thought my ſelf obliged to write the 
Hiſtory of your glorious Succeſſes, both to hinder 
many Circumſtances, worthy to live for ever in the 
Memory of Man, from being bury'd m Oblivion, 
thro 4 Ignorance of 2 who cannot know them 
like me; and to the end that the time paſt might 
ſerwe as a Rule for the future. Therefore I forth- 
with apply d my je to it, being perfwaded that I 
could never begin that too ſoow, which was only to + 
end with my Life. 

I did not only carefully colle& the matter of. 
ſuch a Work, but moreover, I reduc'd part of it into 
Order, and put the Tranſattions of ſome Tears in 
the Form I defend 50 publiſh them. 


B Town 


To King Lewss the 13th. 


Town, that tho" there is more Pleaſure in far- 
»iſhing the Matter of Hiſtory, than in putting it in-- 
to Form, yet I found a great deal of Satwfaftion 
in relating what had been perform'd with great 
Labour. 

While I-began to reliſh the Delights of that Per- 
formance, the Ilineſſes and continual Inconveniences 
which attend the weakneſs of my Conſtitution, 
foin'd to the Weight of Aﬀairs, ford me to lay it 
aſide, becauſe it requir'd too much time. 

Yet tho' I cannot poſſibly perform, upon this Sub- 
je&, what 1 ſo paſſionately deſrr'd, for the Glory 
of your Perſon, and for the Welfare of your State, 
I link my felf oblig'd m Conſcience at leaſt to 
leave your Majeſty ſome Memoirs of thoſe things 
I think moſt neceſſary for the Government of hs 
Ringdom. 

Ts Reaſons obtige me to undertake this Work. 
The firſ# is, The Fear and Defire I have of end- 
ing my Days before the Expiration ours. 

The Second 1s, The Faithful Paſſion I have for 
your Majeſty's Intereft ; which makes me not only 
defirous to fee you attended with all ſorts of Pro- 


- 


perities during my Life, but alſo makes me earneſt- 
ly wijh to fee a Proſpe& of the Contmuation of the 
ſame, when the Inevitable Tribute we are all 
cblig'd to pay Nature, ſhall hinder me from being 

Fr IVitneſs of them. | 
This Piece will appear under the Title of my 
Political "Teſtament ; becauſe it 15 made to ſerve 
after niy Death, for the. Polity and Conduit of 
your Kingdom, if your Majeſty thinks it worthy 
of it : Becanſe ut vill contain my laſt "_— 17 
renner 
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To Kiag Lewis the 13th. 


relation therewnto ; and that in leaving it to you, 
I beqweath to your Majeſty the beſt Legef I = 
70 diſpoſe of, 2vhenetver God 'will be pleas'd ro call 
me out of this Life. . 

It ſhall be conceiry'd in the moſt conciſe and 
cleareſt Method I am capable of, as well to fol- 
low my own Genius, and my uſual way of wrt 
ring, as to comply with your Majefty s Humour, 
who ever lowd, that Men ſhould come to the 
Point in | few Words, being as much pleas d to 
hear the Subſtance of things, as apprehenſive of 
- long Diſcourſes moſt Aden uſe to explam 
Tem. 

If my Spirit, which will appear in theſe Me- 
moirs, can after my Death contribute any thing 
toward; the Regulation of this great State, m 
the Management of which your Majeſty has 
been pleas d to give me a preater Share than 1 
deſerve, I will think my ſelf infinitely happy. 

To that end, judging with Reaſon, that the 
Succeſs God has nh been pleas d to grant 
the Reſolutions your Majeſty has taken with your 
moſt Faithful Creatures, xs a powerful Motive 
zo invite you to follow the Advices I will give you 
for the future : I will begin this Work with an 
Abſtratt of the great Atttons you have perform'd 
with ſo much Glory, which may juſtly be [til'd, 
The Solid Foundation of the ſuture Felicity of you 
Kingdom. 

' This Relation will be made with ſo much Sin- 
cerity, according to the Fudgment of rhoſe 2»ho 
are faithful Witneſſes of the Hiſtory of your Time, 
That it will induce every body to believe, that the 
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'To King Lewis the 13th. OO 


Comnſels I your Majeſty, bave no othey 
—_ ph Intereſt of Sy State, and the 


A I am, antd will re: 


_ 
SIR 


Your Majeſty's moſt Humble; 
moſt Fai moſt Ohedient, 
moſt Paftionate, and moſt 
oblig'd SubjeQ and Servant, 


Armand Du Pf. 
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THE 


Political Teſtament 


Of the Famous 
CARDINA 
Duke d RICHELIEU. 
PART I. 


-; F & 4 
A Short Relation of the Kjng's great Ati 


ons, until the Peace concluded in the 
Tear 


HE N Tour Majeſty was firſt pleas'd 

ro admit me into your Councilg, 
| and to repoſe a great Confidence in 
me for the Direftion of your Afﬀairs ; I may af- 
firm with T*futh, that the Hugnenots ſhar'd the 
State with you; that the Guts behav'd them- 
ſelves as it they had not been your Subjetts ; 
and the moſt powerful Governours of Provinces, 
as if they had been Soveraigns in their Imploy- 
ments. 


I may fay, that the ill Example of both was 
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ſo prejudicial to this Kingdom, that the belt regu- 
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lated Communines were tainted with their Beha- 
viour, and in ſome cafes lefſen'd your Majeſty's 
lawful Authority, as much as in them lay, in or- 
der to extend ther own beyond reaſon. | 

- ] may lay, that every Man meaſur'd his Me- 
rit by his Prefumption ; that inſtead of valuin 
the Favours they receiv'd from your Majeſty by 
their Intrintick Worth, they only valued them 
accordingas they were ſuitable tro the-Unrulineſs 
of ter Fancy? and that rhe moſt daring were 
eſtecm'd the wileſt, and otten prov'd the moſt 
11apPy. Þ» | 

I may alſo ſay, that Foreign Alliances were de- 
ſpis'd ; Private Intcrelt preterr'd to Publick Good; 
in a word, the Dignity of Royal Majeſty was fo 
much debas'd, and to different from what it ought 
to be, by the Defect .of thoſe who had then the 
principai Management. of your Afﬀeairs, that it 
was almolt impoſſible to diſtinguiſh it. 

"The Proceeding of thoſe to whom your Ma- 
jclty had intruſted the Helm of your State could 
no longer be tolerated, without ruining all ; and 
ou the other hand, it could not be alrer'd all ar 
once, without violating the Laws of Prudence, 
which do not allow the paſſing from one Ex- 
tream to another, without a Medium. 

I'be ill Poſture of your Aﬀeairs feem'd to con- 
train your Majeſty to take precipitated Reſoluti- 

15, without EleQion of Time or of Means ; and 
{et Clioice was neceſſary in both,” ro improve the 
\!tceration which Necetlity exaCtcd from your 
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Rocks that appear'd on all fides in times of ſuch 
Uncertainty: 'The Court was full of Men, who 
' accus'd thoſe of Raſhneſs, who ſhould dare to 

attempt it; and all of them — that Princes 
are apt to 1mpute the i]| Sacceſs of things that 
have been well adyis'd, to thoſe that are about 
them ; ſo few expected a good Event of the Al- 
 terations, .it was faid, I de{ign'd, that many con- 
cluded my Fall, even before your Majeſty had 
rais'd me. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe Difhculties which 1 
repreſented to your Majeſty , knowing what 
Kings can do, whenthey makea good uſe of their 
Power, I prefum'd to promiſe you without Te- 
merity, in my Opinion, what is come to paſs in 
your State ; and that in a ſhort time your Pru- 
dence, your Power, and the Blefling of God, 
would alter the Atairs of this Kingdom. 

I promis'd your Majeſty thar I would uſe my 
utmolt Endeavours, and all the Authority you 
were pleas'd to give me, to ruine the Huguenot 
Party, to abate the Pride of the Grandees, to 
reduce all your Subjets to their Duty, and to 
raiſe your Name again in Foreign Nations, to 
the Degree it ought to be. 

Moreover, I repreſented to your Majeſty , 
that in order to compaſs a happy end, it was ab- 
folutely neceſſary you ſhould confide in me ; and 
that notwithſtanding for the time paſt all thoſe 
who had ſerv'd you had thought no way lo 
proper to obtain and to preferve your Conh- 
dence, as to remove the Queen your Mother 
from it, I would take the contrary way, and 
that nothing ſhould be wanting on my fide to 
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keep your Majeſties in a ſtri&t Union, fo nece(- 
fary tor 'your Reputation, -and for the Welfare 
of the Kingdom. | 

As the Succeſs which has attended the good 
Intentions which God has been pleas'd to inſpire 
me with, for the Settlement of this State, will 
juſtifie to future Ages the - ſteadineſs wherewith I 
have conſtantly 'purſued that Deſign; fo your 
Majeſty will be a fairhful Witneſs that I have us'd - 
my beſt Endeavours, leſt the Artifice of ſome 
Evil-minded Perſons ſhould be powerful enough 
to divide that, which, being united by Nature, 
ought alſo to be united by Grace. If after ha- 
ving, for many years, happily reſiſted their di- 
vers Efforts, their Malice has finally prevail'd-; 
it is a very great Comtort to me, that your Ma- 
jelty hasoften beet pleas'd to expreſs, That while 
{ was moſt intent on the Grandeur of the Queen 
your Mother, ſhe labour'd for my Ruine. 

But I refer this matter to another place, to 

keep to my preſent Subject, and not to break the 
Order I am to keep in this, Work. 
- The Huguenots, who have never {lipt any oc- 
calion to increaſe their Party, having in 1624. 
ſurpriz'd certain Ships -which the Duke of Ne- 
vers was preparing againſt the Turk, afterwards 
rais'd a potent Navy againſt your Majeſty. 

Notwithſtanding the ,Care of the Sea had 
been ſo far neglected till then, that yon had not 
one Ship, .your Majeſty bebav'd: your ſelf with 
ſo much Addreſs .and Courage, that with thoſe 
you could get. among . your Subjedts, 20 from 
Holland, and 7 from England, you. defeated the 
Army the Rocheloz had put out to Sea... Which | 

| __ prov'd 
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rov'd the more wonderful and happy, in that 
Nis advantageous EffeQ proceeded from a Suc- 
cour which was only granted to ſerve you in ap- 
pearance. ar}. 

Yeu took the Ile of Re by the ſame m 
which the Rochelois had unjuſtly made themſelves 
Maſters of long before : You routed 4. or ' 5000 
Men they had pur into it to defend it, and forc'd 
Soubiſe, who commanded them, to fiy to Oleron ; 
which your Friends not-only drove him out of, 
but alſo forc'd him to fly the Kingdom. 

This happy Succeſs reduc'd thoſe Rebellious 
Souls to make a Peace fo glorious for your M.- 
jeſty, that the moſt difficult were pleas'd with it ; 
and all agreed, that it was the moſt advantagi- 
ous that had been made till then. 

The Kings your Predeceflors having for the 
time. paſt rather received from, than given a 
Peace to their SubjeRts ; though they were di- 
verted by no Foreign Wars, they were Loſers in 
all the Treaties they made with them ; and tho” 
your Majeſty had many other Occupations at that 
time, you then granted it to them, reſerving Fors 
St. Lewis, as a Citadel at Rochel ; and the Iles 
of Re and of Oleron, as two other Places which 
ſerv'd as a good Circumvallation about-it. 

At the lame time your Majeſty ſecur'd the 
Duke of Savoy from the Oppretlion of the Spa+ 
ziards, who had attack'd him openly ; and not- 
withſtanding they had one of the greateſt Armies 
that had been ſeen of a long while in [raly,which 
was Commanded by the Duke of Feria, a great 
Man ; you hinder'd them from taking Yerya, of 
which your Arms, jointly with the Duke of. Sa- 
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woy's, ſaſtain'd the Siege with ſo much Glory, 
that they were finally orcd to raiſe the Siege 
ſhamefully. 

The Spaniards ſoon afterwards making them- 
ſelves Maſters of all the Paſſes of the Griſons, and 
having fortify'd the beſt Poſts of all their Vallies, 
your Magty, not being able by a bare Negotia» 
tion to free your ancient Allies from that In- 
vaſlion, in which thoſe unjuſt Uſurpers had the | 
more ' ſucceſs, by reaſon that the Pope favour'd 
them, upon the vain Hopes they gave him of pro- 
curing ſome Advantages for Religion, did that 
by force of Arms, which you had not been able 
to obtain by ſtrengrh of Reaſon. 

Your Majeſty had by that means for ever 
freed that Nation from the Tyranny- of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, had not Fargis your Ambaſſador in 
Sparn, at the Sollicitation of Cardinal de Berwlle, 
made ( as he has confels'd it ſince) without your 
Knowledge, and contrary to your Majeſty's 
ſtrict = a very difadvantagious Treaty, to 
which you adher'd at laſt ro oblige the Pope, 
who pretended to be concern'd .in that Aﬀeair. 

The late King your Father of Immortal Me- 
mory, defigning to marry one of your Majeſty's 
Siſters in England, the Spaniards thought them- 
ſelves oblig'd to break riAr Projet, by marrying 
one of their Infanta's there. "The Treaty there- 
of being concluded, rhe Prince of Wales was fo 
ill advis d, as to expoſe himſelf to the INiſcretion 
of a Prince, who ck Maſter of his Perſon, 
might impoſe whatever Law he thought ht up- 
on him, and paſs'd through France incognito, in 
order to g9 into Spain to marry her, 
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" As foon as the thing yas known here; ſuch 


Negotiations were ſer on tbot, that notwithſtand- 
ing the great Honours he'receiv'd in that Court, 
where the King gave him the Right Hand all the 
while he tarry d there, altho' he was no Crown'd 
Head at that time, the Marriage was broken off, 
and ſoon after it that of France was treated of, 
concluded and accompliſh'd , with Conditions 
three times more advantagious for Religion, than 
thoſe which were delign'd to be propos'd in the 
late King's time. + 

Soon after that Powerful Cabals were form'd 
at Court, into which the Duke of Orleans your 
Brother was engag'd by thoſe who had the Care 
of his Conduct, before his Age made him capa- 
ble of it. 

Being conſtrain'd to fay, with great Regret, 
that a Perſon of the greateſt Conlideration was 
inſenſibly drawn into it, with ſeveral others, who 
fomented and follow'd her Paſſions. 1 cannot 
omit the Merit you acquir'd before GOD, and 
before Men, in ſuppreſſing the Noiſe her impru- 
dent Conduct would have made, _ had you not 
wiſely wink'd at what you might have repreſs'd, 
with as much fafety as reaſon. 

The Engliſh blindly engag'd in thoſe Cabals : 
Many of the Grandees of the Kingdom enter'd 
very tar into them : The Duke de Rohan and the 
Huguenot Party were to wage War within, while 
the Engliſh with a Potent Navy. were to attack 
the I{les and Coaſts of this State. 

The Plot ſeem'd to be fo well laid, that mpſt 
Men were of Opinion, that it was impoſlible ro 
reliſt the Force of the Conſpirators. Neverthe- 

lefs, 
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les, the taking off Colonel Dornane, the Duke 
de Vendome, and the Grand Prior ; the Cha- 
ſtiſement of Chalais, and the removal of ſome 
_— broke that Cabal, ror that all 
the rojected in your Majeſty's Court 
were di ;o8.7 and had no effeft. 

As it was not without a great deal of Goodneſs 

and Prudence together, your Majeſty conſented 

at Nantes to the Marriage of Monſieur your Bro: | 
ther ; ſo the Sincerity of your true Servants in 

taking the boldneſs to repreſent to you before- 

hand the Inconvenienices which might attend it, 

Was a w great Proof of their Fidelity, and a 

certain Teſtimony they had no deſign to ſur- 

Prize you. 

All theſe Diſturbances which ſeem'd to weaken 
your Power, did not hinder you from putting 
a ſtop to rhe courſe of Duels, by the Ghaſtile 
ment of the Szeurs de Bouteville and des Chapelles. 

I own that my Mind -was never more agitated 
than it was on that occaſion, in which I had 

* much ado to forbear yielding to the univerſal 
Compaſſion, which the Misfortune and Valour 
of thoſe Young Gentlemen imprinted in the 
Hearts of all Men ; to the Prayers of the great: , 
eſt Perſons of the Court ; and to the Importuni- \ 
ties of my neareſt Relations. 

The Tears of their Wives mov'd me ſenſibly; ? 
but the Sluces of Blood of your Nobility,to —_ | 
nothing could put a ſtop but the Effuſion 0 
theirs, incourag'd me to refiſt my own Inclina-. 
tions, and to perſuade your Majeſty to cauſe that 
to be put in Exccution, for the good of the 
Kingdom, which was almoſt againſt the Senſe of 

every 
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every body, and againſt my particular Senti- 
ments. 

As it was not poſſible to ſtop the Courſe of, 
and to hinder the great —_ the Engliſh 
had made for a War, your Majeſty was oblig'd to 
oppoſe them by Force of Arms. 

| Thoſe ancient Enemies of the State landed in 

Re, and there belieg'd the Fort Sr. Marrin, 
while it was God Almighty's Pleaſure ro afflict 
France, by the Illneſs wherewith he viſited your 
—_y at Ville-Roy: 

is diſmal Accident, and the Ill Condu&t 
which Le Coigneux and Puy Laurens endea- 
vour'd a-new to inſpire into Monſieur, did not 
hinder ——C__—_ from oppoling the Et 
forts of that Warlike Nation, by the Influence ok 
your bare Name. And your Majeſty no ſooner 
recover'd your Health, but you Reliev'd the 
Place they had Belieg'd, Defeated their Land- 
Army by a ſignal Combat, and forc'd their Na- 
val Forces to quit your Coaſts, and to make for 
their own Ports again. 

After which you Belieg'd Rochel, and took it 
after a Years Siege: And your Majeſty behav'd 
your ſelf with ſo much Prudence, that tho? you 
were ſenſible that the Spaniards neither detur'd 
the taking of the ſaid Place in particular, nor the 

ity of your Aﬀairs in general ; judging 

that the bare appearance of their Union would 
be of uſe in the opinion of the World; and 
that ir would be no 1mall matter to hinder them 
by a Treaty from joining with the Engiſh, who 
were your Declar'd Enemies at that tune you 
made 
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made one with them, which produc'd the only 
Effe&t your Majeſty expeCted from it. 

The Spaniards, who only delign'd to deceive 
you, in order the better to croſs your Majeſty's 
Deſigns, and the taking of the ſaid City, did ani- 
mate the Engliſh as much as in them lay to re- 
lieve it. And the Cardinal de /a Cuewa promis'd 
them poſitively, to that end, that his Maſter 
would ſend your Majeſty no Succours, until you - 
had no further need of it, and that be would re- 
_ call it before it could annoy them : Which was 

ſo Religiouſly perform'd, that Don Frederick Ad- 
miral of Spain, who Sail'd from the Corowns 
with 14 Ships, after he was inform'd of the De- 
feat of the Engliſh in Ke, refus'd to tarry one 
day at Rochel, upon the Report that a new Fleet 
was coming to relieve the ſaid City. 

This Aflurance incourag'd the Engliſh at two 
ſeveral times toattempr the Relicving of it, and 
afforded your Majeſty the Glory of waking it 
with your own Forces, in ſight ot a Potent. Na- 
val Army, which, after two uſeleſs Engagements, 
had the Diſgrace to ſee it ſelf wholly fruſtrated of 
its end. 

Thus at one and the fame time the Infidelity 
and Cunning of the Spaniards prov'd inefte- 
Ctual, and the Engliſh were oyer-reach'd. 

During this Siege the Spanzards attack'd the 
Duke of Mantua in Italy : They took that time 
on purpoſe, thinking your Majeſty would not be- 
able to Succour him, & 

Cardinal de Berule, and Marillac the Lord 
Keeper, advisd your Majeſty to abandon that 
poor Prince to the Injuſtice and inſatiable Avidity 
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of that Nation; which is an Enemy to the Re- 
poſe of Chriſtendom, leſt they ſhould trouble you ; 
the reſt of your Council prov'd of a Siferen? 
Opinion ; both becauſe Spam durſt not have ta- 
ken ſuch a Reſolution immediately after your ha- 
ving made a Treaty of Union with the Engliſh , 
and that tho' they ſhould have follow'd fo ill an 
Advice, they could not have been able to ſtop 
the Progreſs of your Deſigns. 

They repreſented to your Majeſty, that it 
would be ſufficient not to Declare tor the Duke 
of Mantua while you were engag'd in that great 
Siege; and that you could do no more, without 
committing a Baſeneſs unworthy of a great 
Prince, who' muſt never conſent to it, whatever 


Advantages might accrue to him by it. 


I ſhould commir a Crime, it I did not obſerve 
in this place, that your Majeſty, according to the 
Sentiments of your Heart and your uſual Pra- 
Eice, took the beſt and moit honourable Party 
on that occaſion ; which was attended with fo 
much Succeſs, that ſoon after it Rochel was taken, 
and your Arms in a Condition to aſſiſt that 
Prince fo unjuſtly Attack'd. 

Although -at that very time Monſieur your 
Brother, who was become a Widower a Year 
after his Marriage, had a mind to marry the 
Princeſs Mary ; he was 1o ill advis'd, that in- 
ſtead of favouring the Duke of Adantua her 
Father, he croſs'd him more than his Enemies, 
by withdrawing from your Majeſty, and re- 
tiring into Lorraine, at a time When it was his 
Intereſt to be ſtrictly united with you, in order 
to mike your Power the more -——_— 

1's 
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. This il] Condu&t did not hinder your Maje- 
ſty from continuing the Journey you had under- 
taken, for a Deſign fo glorious ; and God bleſ#d 
you fo viſibly, that as ſoon as you came to the 
Alps, you forc'd all the Paflages .of it in the 
midſt of -Winter, beat the Duke of Sawoy, afli- 
ſted by the Spaniards ; rais'd the Siege of Cazal, 
and conſtrain'd all your Enemies to agree with 
you. 
This glorious Action, which reſtor'd Peace in 
Traly, was no ſooner atchiev'd, but your Majeſty, 
whoſe Mind and Heart never found any reſt.but 
in Labour, paſs'd direRtly into Lay £. 
after having taken Privas and Ale by force, you 
zeduc'd the reſt of the Huguenot Party through- 
out your Kingdom to Obedience, and by your 
Clemency granted a Peace to thoſe who, had pre- 
ſum'd to wage a War againſt yon ; not by grant- 
ing them Advantages prejudicial to the State, as 
had been done till then ; but by baniſhing him 
out of the Kingdom, who was the only Head of 
that miſerable Party, and who had all along fo- 
mented it, 

That which is moſt. conſiderable in ſo glorious 
an Action, is, that you ruin'd that Party abſo- 
lutely, at a time when the King of Spain en- 
deayour'd to raiſe it again, and to ſettle it more 
than ever. | : | 
| He had newly made a Treaty with the Duke 
of Rohan, to form in this State a Body of Re- 
bellious States to God and to your Majeſty at. 
once, in conſideration . of a Million of Livres 
which he was to pay (him yearly, for which he 
made the Indies 'T ributaries to Hell. Byr their 
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Projedts prov'd ineffectual : And whilſt he had the 
Mortification © to hear, -thar rhe Perſon he had 
employ'd to be the Bearer of fo glorious an Kſta= 
bliſhment, was executed upon a Scattold by a 
Decree , of the Parliament of  Thoulouſe, betore 
whom he was Try'd, your Majelty: had the Sa- 
tisfaction and Advantage to pardon thoſe who 
could no lotiger defend themſelves, to annihilate 


. their Faction, and-to uſe their-Perſons well, when 


they expected nothing. but the Chaſtiſement 'of 
the Crimes they had commited. | 
. T am ſenſible. that Spais thinks to excuſe ſoill an 
AQtion; by the Succours. you granted the Hot- 
landers ; but that Excule is as ill as their Cauſe. . 
. Common Senſe will convince every body, that 
there is much difference between the continuation 
of a Suceours.eftabliſhed upon a Lawful Subject, 
if Natural Defence. is. ſo, and a new Eſtabliſh 
ment manifeſtly contrary ta Religion, and to the: 
Lawful Authority Kings have received from Heas' 
ven over their Subjects. | 
The late King your. Father never enter'd indo. 
a Treaty \with the. Hollanders, until the King of: 
Spain had form'd a League in this Kingdom to 
ulurp the Crown.. . x 
This 'Truth. is too evident to be queſtion'd ;. 
and there is no.' Theology in the World, but will 
grant, without going againit the Principles of 


' Natural Reafon, that as Neceſlity obliges thoſe 


whoſe Life is attempted, to make.uſe of all Helps, 
to preſerve it ; ſo a Frince has-zthe Rme Right to 
avoid the Joſs of his State. -.1 

- That which is free in the beginnivg, ſome-: 
t:mes becomes neceflary in the Jequel :- Tbere-. 


% 
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fore no body can find fault with the Union your 

Majeſty maintains with thoſe People, not only in 
conſequence of the Treaties of the late King ; 
but moreover, becauſe Spain cannot be reputed 
otherwiſe than as an Enemy to this State, whilſt 
they retain part of its ancient Demeans : It is 
evident that the Cauſe which has given a Riſe to 
thoſe Treaties not being remov'd, the continua- 
tion of the Effe&t is as lawful as neceſlary. 

The Spaniards are fo far from any Pretence of 
being in the ſame caſe, that on the contrary, 
their De are ſo \much the more unjuſt ; that 
inſtead of repairing the Injuries they have done 
this Kingdom, they increaſe them daily. 

- Moreover, the late King never join'd with the 
Hollanders, until they were entred into a Body 
of State ; and was conſtrain'd to it by an Opprel- 
fion which he could not wholly avoid : He nei- 
ther occafion'd their Revolt, nor the Union of 
their Provinces. 

And Spain has not only often favour'd the 
Revolted Huguenots againſt your Predeceſlors ; 
they alſo endeavour'd to unite them in a Body of 
State in yours : A holy Zeal has induc'd them to 
be the Authors of ſo good an Eſtabliſhment ; and 
that withont any Neceflity, and conſequently 
without Reaſon ; unleſs the Continuation 
their ancient Ufurpations, and the new ones they 
deſign, rectife their Actions ſo much, that what 
is forbidden to all the World beſides, is lawful in 
them, upon the account of their good Intentions. 

Having treated this matter more at large in 
another 'Treariſe, I will leave it to continue th 
Sequel of your Actions. _= 
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The ill Faith of the Spaniards having induc'd 
them to attack the Duke of Mantua again, to 
the Prejudice of the Treaties they had made 
with your Majeſty, you march'd the ſecond time 
into Italy, where, by the Bleſſing of God, after 
having gloriouſly croſs'd a River, the Paſſage 
whereof was defended by the Duke of Savoy with 
an Army of 14000 Foot and 4000 Horſe, con- 
trary to the Faith of the Treaty he had made 
with your Majeſty the Year before : You took 
Pignerol in ſight of the Emperour's and King of 
Spain's Forces, and of the Perſon and all the 
Power of the Duke of Savoy; and that which 
renders that Action the more Glorious, in fight 
of the ape; ru: de Spinola, one of the greateſt 
Captains of his Time. 

By that means you took Sy{a, and overcame 
at once the three moſt conſiderable Powers of 
Europe, the Plague, Famine, and the Inipatiency 
of the French, of which there are not many Ex- 
amples in Hiſtory. 

Alter which you Conquer'd Savoy, driving an. 
Army of 10000 Footand 2000 Horle before you, 
which had a better Advantage to defend it ſelf 
in that Mountainous Country, than 30000 to ats 
tack them. | 

Soon after which the Combats of Veillane-and 
of Coriane i{ignaliz'd your Arms in Piemont ; 
and the -taking of Valence, Fortify'd by the 
Duke of Savoy, in order to oppoſe your De- 
ligns, male ws World ſenſible, that nothing 
could reliſt the Juſt Arms of a King as Fortw- 
nate as Powerful, 
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Caz,al was reliev'd, not only againſt the Opi- 
nion of moſt Men, but even againſt the very 
Thoughts of the Duke- de Montmorency, who 
had been pw to that end ; and againſt the 
Opinion of AMariliae, who was ſubſtitured in 
his Place, who both publickly declar'd, that 'ir 


was an impoſlible Enterprize. 
The Relief of the ſaid Place was the more glo- 


' rious, in that a ſtronger Army than your Ma- 


jeſty's, retrench'd at the Head of the Milaneze, 
which furniſhed them with all ſorts of ' Conveni- 
ences, and ſhelter'd wmder- the Walls of Cazal, 
Which had been' confign'd in their Hands, was 
conſtrain'd to quit" it, and five other Places at the 
fame time, which-the Spaniards held thereabours 
in the extent of Mont-Ferrat. ' 

Thoſe who know, that in the very height of 

that Deſign your Majeſty was reduc'd to the ut- 
moſt Extremity by a Fit of Sickneſs ; and thar 
tho* your Perſon was dangerouſly Ill, your Hearr 
was yet in a worſe Condition. 
If they con{tder, that the Queen-your Mother, 
ar' the Inſtigation of ſome +malicious Perſons, 
form'd *a potent Party, Which, weakning you, 
eonfiderably "{trengrben'd your: Enemies : If they 
alſo conſider that they daily receiv'd Advice, that 
your-Majeſty?s moſt - faithful Servants, whom 
they both did Hare and” dread; ' would 'wot much 
longer be ina' Condition to do thewr '#ny harm; 
they muſt needsackhowledge; that'the Goodneſs 
of *'Ged his'contributed more towards your good 
Succefles, thanithe Prudence and Force of Men. 

Ir was at that very time the Queen your Mo- 
ther us'd her utmolt Endeavours to change your 
KE , Myelty's 
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Majeſty's Council, and ro eſtabliſh one to her 
own mind. 

It was at that very time alſo the Evil Spirite 
which poſſeſs'd Mornſieur's Mind, were labouring 
in his Name, as much as in them lay, 'to ruine 
me. | | + full 
The Mother and the Son had made:an Agree- 
ment, which was more contrary to. the Statc,tham 
hurtful to thoſe whoſe Ruine they. openly proſe- 
cured, ſince in the-preſent ſtate.of Affairs. it. was 
impoſſible to alter without ruinicig them; + + 

The Son had promis'd not to rharry the Prins 
cels Mary, which the Mother dreaded- to that de- 
gree, that in order ro prevens%-it;\ſhe:had put 
him into-the Caſtle of Vimcemne in your Abſence, 
where he tarry'd until that Agreement procur'd 
his Liberty ; in excaange of, which; thegMother 
had promus'd to'put me out.of your: Majeſty's:fa- 
vour, and to remove me from Gourt;/ | C 

In order tq-reader theiz Promiſes the more ins 
violable, jhey were put in Whiting ; and the 
Duke de Bellegarde carry'd them long: between 
his Shirt and his Skin, 'to ſhew that;they. rouch'd 
his Heart; and to make thoſe thit had made 
them ſenlfible, that he would vever loſe them 
without his Like. | 

'There., never. was a ſtronger- Faction in any 
State ; it would be'ealier to name thoſe who were 
not conccrned rn it, than thoſe that were. | 

And that which epcreas'd the wonder of your 
Condu&t on that ofcaſion, is, that being. ſollici- 
tous- my felt to withdraw from your Majeſty, to 
oblige the Queen, 'who delir'd it paſtionarely ; 
your Majelty being deſtitute of all other Counjz] 
| | 3 | 
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at that time, had no body to conſult with, and 
to help you to reliſt the Authority of a Mother, 
the Artifices of all her Adherents, and my earneſt 
Sollicitations againlt my ſelf. 

+ _ . I fay this, becauſe rhe Marſhal of Schomberg, 
who was faithful to you, was abſent at that time ; 
_— the Lord er Marillac was one of 
thoſe, who, ſeconding the n in her Defgns, 
ſerv'd her againſt her fel. wu mw 

Your-Prudence was ſuch, that in removing the 
Lord Keeper of your own accord, you deliver'd 
your felb of a Man, who had fo great an Opini- 
on of himſelf, that he thought nothing well 
done, unleſs done by his Order ; and who 
thought many ill ways lawful, tro compaſs the 
Ends which wereTuggeſted to him, out of a Zeal 
which may be ſtyl'd Indiſcreer. 

In fine, your Proceeding had ſo much Wiſ- 
dom in it, thar you granted nothing to the J_ 
to the prejudice 'of your State ; and yet retusd 
her nothing that could be granted without 
wounding your Conſcience, and without ating 
as much againſt her as againſt your ſelf. 

I might forbear ſpeaking of the Peace which 
was concluded at Ratisbonne between your Ma- 
jeſty and the Houſe of Auſtria, by reaſon that 
as it was agreed on by your Ambaſſador on Con- 
ditions, which the Emperour himſelf was ſenſible 
he had no Power to grant; for that reaſon it 
cannot be plac'd in the —_— of your Actions. 
Bur if the World conſiders, that tho? the Fault of 
your Ambaſſador could not be imputed to you ; 
as it requir'd a great deal of Goodneſs to ſufter 
it it requir'd no leſs Addreſs to repair it in ſome 

T meaſure, 
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meaſure, and not to loſe the Fruit of a Peace 
which was ſo neceſlary to this State, at a time in 
which your Majeſty had ſo many Crofles. 

This Action will be look'd upon as one of the 
greateſt you ever did, and conſequently ſuch as 
cannot be omitted in this place. 

Reaſon and Conduct of State did require an 
Exemplary Puniſhment of him, who had ex- 


| ceeded your Orders in fo nice a Point, and in fo 


important an occaſion : But your Goodneſs ty'd 
up the Hands of your Juſtice, by reaſon that tho' 
there was no Ambaſladour but himſelf, he had not 
acted alone in that Aﬀair, but with an Aſſociate 
of ſuch a Quality, as made you rather conlider 
the Motive of the Fault, than the Faulr it ſelf. 

They were both ſurpriz'd to that degree with 
the extream Illneſs you fell into at Lows, thar 
they aCted rather according to the Condition into 
which the Kingdom would have been by your 
Lofs, than that in which it was, and according 
to the Orders they had receiy'd. 

Notwithſtanding the ill Conditions of "their 
Trearies, the Imperialiſts were ſoon after forc'd 
to reſtore Mantua ; the Dread of your Arms 
oblig'd them to reſtore what they had uſurp'd 
over the Venetians and Griſons ; and after your 
Majeſty had ſufter'd the Duke of Sawoy's Forces 
ro enter into Pignerol, and into the Fort and Val- 
ley of Perouſe, according to the "Treaty of Que- 
raſque : You agreed ſo well with him, that by 
vertue of a new Treaty thoſe two Places did re- 
main in your Majeſty's Hands, to the general 
Satisfaction as well as Advantage of all Ih, 
Which for the future will be lefs in dread of an 
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unjuſt Oppreſſion, ſince it ſets a Door open to its 
Relief. 

At that very time the Diſcontents the Duke of 
Bavaria had receiv'd from the Emperour and 
from the Spaniards, and the Dread which all the 
other Eleftors both Catholicks and Proteſtants 
were in of being tliveſted of their States, like ma- 
ny other Princes at their» Sollicitations, having in- 
duc'd them ſecretly to deſire your Aſſiſtance, your 
Majeſty treated fo yard with- them, and 
with ſo much Succeſs, that they hinder?d, even in 
the Emperour'sPreſence, the EleCtion of the King 
of the Komans, notwithſtanding the Dyet of Ra- 
risbone had only been Conven'd to that end. 

After which, to pleaſure the ſaid Duke of Ba- 
aria, and to fatisfie the EleCtors,as well as to con- 
firm them in their Reſolution, of rendring the Ca- 
tholick League nor only Independent of the Em- 
pire,. but ot Spain alſo, which -uſurp'd the Di- 
rection of itz your Ambaſſadors kept fo good-a 
Corre{pondence with tholte Princes, that they faci» 
Itated rhe means to them of depriving Walſtein of 
the Cermmmand of the. Armies of the Empire, which 
prov'd very prejudicial ro his Majeſty*s Attairs. 

Your Majeſty's Credit prav'd as great towards 
the North, ftince the Baron de Charnau, without 
the Title of Ambaflador, procur'd almolt at the 
jame time a Peace between the Kings of Poland 
and. ot Sweden ; a Peace which had been attem- 
pred in vain by many other Potentates. 

-- The faid Pcace gave way to the Enterprize the. 
King of Sweden made foon after, to prevent the 
Oppreſliva of the Princes of the Empire, in Ger- 
wary ; which Deſign was na looner. known ta 

your 
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your Majeſty, but to prevent the Prejudice the 
Catholick Religion might receive by it, you 
made a Treaty with him, which oblig'd him not 
to interrupt the Exerciſe thereof in all the places 
of his Conquelt. 

I am ſenfible that your Enemies, who endea- 
your to juſtite their own ACtions, by crying 
down yours, have us'd their beſt Endeavours to 
render that Agreement odious ; but their Deſign 
had no other Effe&t, than to diſcover their Ma- 
lice. 

Your Majeſty's Inrocence is the more appa- 
rent, in that your Ambaſſador never enter'd into 
any Treaty with that Conquerour, until Six 
Months after his entring into Germany ; which 
evidently juſtifies, that the Conditions that were 
made with the faid Prince were the Remedy of 
the Evil, of which they could not be eſteem'd 
the Caule.. 

The Treaties that were made not only with 
that Great King, but allo with many other Prin- 
ces of Germany, are the more jult, in that they 
were abſolutely neceſlary for the fatety of the 
Duke of Mantua unjuſtly attack'd, and for that 
of all Italy, over which Spain had no leſs Right, 
than over the Dominion of that poor Prince, 
ſince they. thought their Convenience a ſufficient 
Right. 

The Danger this Kingdom had been reduc'd 
to by the Diviſion the Spaniards had openly fo- 
mented in your Royal Houſe, oblig'd your Ma- 
xclty to ſeek out proper Expedients to reſettle it, 

Monſieur having left the Court of France for 
tþe thizd time, by divers Artiices, which the 
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Spanzards certainly were the principal Authors of; 
x*y the Cardinal Infant nm ap receiv'd the 
Queen your Mother in Flanders, as he did at 
that time; it is natural to conclude, that unleſs 
thoſe good Neighbours had been employ'd at 
home, they would have proceeded farther, and 
would have employ'd themſelves at your Maje- 
ſty's Coſt in this Kingdom. 

Ic was abſolutely neceflary to remove the 
Storm, and moreover to pre to ſuſtain the 
Effort of it, in caſe it could not be avoided. 

For that reaſon, after your Majeſty was afſur'd 
of a potent Diverſion, you did like thoſe, who, in 
order to prevent the Plague, which the Corrup- 
tion of the Air threatens them with, carefully 
purge themſelves ; being perſwaded that the beſt 
and {afeſt way to ſecure themſelves from external 
Injuries, is to cleanſe the Inſide. 

God's Providence prov'd fo favourable to you 
on that occaſion, that thoſe who, animating the 
Queen and Monſieur againſt Fraxce, thought 
thereby to pur them in a way todo it a great deal 
of Harm, only rendred them incapable of doing 
any ; and your Conduct appeard fo much the 
more wonderful. on that occafion, that in recalling 
the one, and defiring the return of the other, 
your Goodneſs rowards them was evident to all 
the World, while the EfteQts of your Juſtice fell 
upd thoſe who had advis'd them to-take fuch 
ill Meaſures. 

The Duke de Bellegarde was depriv'd of the . 
Government of Burgundy, and conſequently of 
the Keyes of the Gates he had open'd to Adon- 
feesr, to let him our of the Kingdom, 
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The Duke d Elboenf was likewiſe turn'd our 
of that of Picardy, which your Majeſty had 
hrtely given him. 

The Duke of Guiſe being conſcious of his 
Faults, retiring into Italy, when you call'd him 
to Court, there to give ari Account of his Ati- 
ons ; that Criminal Retreat made him loſe the 
Government the late King your Father had ho- 
nour'd him with. 

Thus your Majeſty was deliver'd of ungrate- 
ful faithleſs Governours, and Burgundy, Picardy 
and Provence, Provinces of great Conſideration, 
remain'd in your Hands, free from thoſe dange- 
rous Spirits. 

You gave the firſt to the firſt Prince of your 
Blood, who was paſſionately deſirous of it ; and 
thereby you prudently intereſ(s'd him in the Af- 
fairs of the Time, and fill'd Afonfieur with anxi- 
ous Thoughts, who, with reaſon, dreaded no- 
thing ſo much in the World, as the Eſtabliſhment 
of a Perſon who came up fo cloſe ro him. 

You beſtow'd the Second bn the Duke of Che- 
reuſe Prince of Lorram, to ſhew, that Faults 
are perſonal; and that your Indignation extend- 
ed only on thoſe of that Family, who had made 
themſelves guilty by their ill Condutt. 

You gratify'd the Marſhal de Yiri with the 
Third, as well upon the account of his Loyalty, 
as becauſe that being upheld by your Authority, 
» a naturally capable to oppole him who had 

it, 

In the mean time the Declarations you caus'd 
to be Regiſter'd in the Parliament, were highly 
approv'd of by every body ; ſeing that in con- 
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demning the Authors and Adherents” of the 
Queen and of Monfiewr's Flight, you excus'd 
thoſe two Perſons, who are as dear as nearly re- 
hted to your Majeſty, altho' the contrary had 
been done formerly. or, the ſame occaſions. 
- Your Majeſty eluded with a great deal of Vi- 
gilancy divers Deſigns, and many Enterprizey 
medirated and attempted in the Queen and on- 
fienr's Names ; and you ſhew'd ſo much Patience 
on thoſe unhappy Occurrences, that I may almoſt 
affirm, that you made nothing known of. their 
111 Condu&t , but what: you could- not diflem- 
ble. | 
Nevertheleſs, in order to ſtop the Courſe, and 
remove the Licenſe wherewith all things ſeern'd 
lawful to be undertaken under their Shadow, you 
caus'd the Marſhal de: Marillac's Head to be cur 
oft, with ſo much. the more reaſon, that being 
condemned with Juſtice, the preſent Conſtitution 
of the: State requir'd a great Example. ING 

Thoſe great and vexatious Aﬀairs did not hins 
der,you from reprefling, with as much Aurhority 
as'Reafon, certain Enterprizes of the Parligmens 
of -Paris, which had been tolerated in many 
other occaſions ;; which 1s/.mare remarkable, in 
that it was done during the Heat of the Diſcon- 
tents of -rhe Queen and of Monſieur, and of, all 
their Adherents, than for the thing it (elf. | 

Afterwards Monſiexr enter'd France with Sword 
in Hand, at the Inſtigation of the Spaniards, 
and of the Duke of Lorrain, with Forces, of . 
which - thoſe good Neighbours had furniſh'd the 
greateſt part. | 
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One ſhould have thought, that the News your 
Majeſty receiv'd at that time of his being expected 
in Languedoc by the D. de Montmorency, who had 
a great Authority in that Province, which he was 
Governour of, ſhould have put a ſtop to the De- 
ſign which had led you in Lorramn to dilingage 
that Duke ' out of the ill Party he had eſpous'd; 
bur finiſhing what you had begun to ſo good an 
end, you caus'd Monſiew your Brother to be 
purſu'd fo cloſe by the Marſhal de Schomberg,and 
you follow'd him fo ſoon your ſelf, after having 
receiv'd three Places from the Duke of Lorrain as 
Pledges of his Faith, that all the Efforts of thoſe 
who were Leagu'd againſt you prov'd ineffeQtual. 

The Vitory which your Majefty's Forces, 
commanded by that Marſhal, obtain'd at Caſtel 
naudari, was as certain an Argument ot the Blef- 
ting of God on: your Majeſty, as the Favours 
you afterwards granted to Monſieur, and to- his 
Followers, when the ill ſtate of his Aﬀairs might 
have induc'd you to uſe them otherwiſe, was an 
evident Teſtimony of your Goodneſs. 

The Sincerity wherewith you obſerv'd all the 
Promiſes, which were made to them in your 
Namie'at Betzers; tho? you were ſenlible that Puy- 
Laurens's only Deſign was to avoid the Danger 
he was in, under the pretence of Repentance, 
which he could avoid no other way, was alſo as 
Authentick a Proof - of - your - Majeſty's great 
Courage, as of your imviolable Faith: 

The Chaſtiſement-'sf 'the Duke Je Monimo- 
rency, Who never could-cotitains hityſelf trom mas 
King an Inlet to all manner of dangerous Rebet- 
Hons - at all times ;-and-- particularly, when an 
| Heir 
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Heir apparent of the Crown made himſelf, by 
j11 Counſel, Head of thoſe who ſwerv'd from 
their Duty, ſhewd all the Warld that your Stea- 
dineſs equal'd your Prudence. 

Thar Puniſhment alfb ſhew'd, that your 
Servants preferr'd Pyblick Gaod before Private 
Intereſt ; ſince on thax accafion they reliſted the 
Sallicitations of ſeveral Perſons, whom it behov'd 
them to have a great deal of Conſideration for, 
as well as the Threatnings of Monſieur, which 
Puy-Lawens carry'd to that degree, as to declare, 
That in cafe Montmarency were put to Death, 
Monſieur would hind a time to mw them ſufter 
the ſame Fate. 

The Patience wherewith you have born the 
new Conſpiracies which Puy-Lawrens form'd_ in 
Flanders, in Adonſiewr's Name, who retir'd thi- 
ther for the third time, is altogether like that. 
which induces a Father to excule the Bahaviour 
which one of his Children is inſpir'd with, after 
baving laid aſide his Obedience. 

That which has induc'd you to bear as long 
as the Good of the State and your own Conſci- 
ence would permit you, the Malice and Levity 
which have often induc'd the Duke of Lorrain to 
Arm againſt you, is a Virtue which has but few 
Examples in Hiſtory. 

The Goodneſs which has prevail'd with you | 
to be contented, for the Reparation of his ſecond 
Faults, with the Depolation of ſome Places, ca- 
pable to keep him within the Bounds of his Duty, | 
had not his Folly equall'd his Breach of Faith, 
will be found perhaps the more fingular, in that 
there are few Princes who-loſe the opportunity of 

making 
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making themſelves Maſters of a Neighbauring 
Stare, when they have a lawful Subje&t and Pow» 
er at once ſo to do. 

After ſo many Relapſes committed by the Dyke 
your Vaſſal, hu he had ſnatch'd away' from 
you, contrary to his Faith, againſt Divine and 
Humane Right, a Pledge almoſt as preciqus as 
your State ; the Prudence wherewith you diveſt- 
ed him, when his Malice and Inconſtancy could 
receive no other Remedies but the utmoſt Exare- 
mities.; is the more to be commended, becauſe, 
that had you done it ſooner, your Juſtice mighe 
have been call'd in queſtion. Neither coyld you 
tarry longer,without ſhewing your ſelf inſenſble, 
and without committing by Omiſſon 8 Fault, 
equal unto that which a Prince ſhould commit 
in diveſting another without a Caule. 

What ought we not to ſay of the good Nas 
ture, Which has enclin'd you to procure Aor- 
ſieur's Return into France for the third time ; 
when there ſeemed no longer to be any reaſon to 
truſt his Faith, after the divers Relapſes and ex- 
traordinary Infidelities of his Followers ?./Many 
thought with Reaſon, that he could never come 
| back again, without expoling your moſt Faithful 
Servants ; and yet they were the only Perſons who 
did follicit your Majeſty to draw bim out of the 
Peril into which he had expos'd himſelf. 

That Action will meet but tew Examples in 
Agrtiquity, if we conſider the Circumſtances of jr; 
and perhaps bur little Imitation of it tor the 
future. 

As no body could, without a great deal of Bold- 
nels, advile your Majeſty to grant Mon/ieur, con- 
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ttary to. your own Sentiments, 2 notable Aug- 
mentation of Power, the Government of a Pro- 
vince, and a ſtrong Place, in order to recall him 
out of Lorrain, the firſt time he went out of the 
Kingdom ; fo it requir'd a great deal of Firn- 
neſs to reſiſt the Inſtances he made for a wholc 
Year together, to have one given him. upon the 
Frontier, where he deſign'd to retire in.quitting 


Flanders. 


Counſels fucceeded ſo we 
of the firſt place occalion'd his firſt Rerurn ; and 


yet prov'd fo innocent a Cauſe, that being uſeful. 


on that occaſion, they could not make;an ill uſe 


| of it fince, when his Adherents endeavour'd it. - 
. And that the Refuſal of the Second was ſo far 


from hindring him to return to his Duty, and in- 
to his Native Country, the only place of his Safe- 


ty; that- on the contrary, it induc'd him to re- 


turn back again with as good an Intention, as he 
and his- have confeſs'd {ince, it was bad, when 
under Pretence of the Safcry of his Perſon, he de- 
f5r'd a'Retreat to diſturb the growing Peace of 
France unew. . - 

The - extraordinary Favours your Majeſty 
granted to Puy-Lawrtns, to induce him to inſpire 
a good Conduct to his Maſter, are ſo worthy of 
remembrance, that they mult not be forgotten in 
this plate. - © - T7 

The Puniſhment he receiv'd, when you diſco- 


verd "that he continu'd to abuſe your Favours, 


was too juſt and too necellary not to inſert it at- 


rewards. 


lam 


It was no ſmall Happineſs that thoſe _ 
, that the Conceſſion 
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I am perſuaded that Poſterity will obſerve three 
things, which are very conſiderable on that Sub- 
jet: An entire Reſignation of all Intereſts, but 
ſuch as related to the Publick Good, in your Crea- 
tures ; who having receiv'd him by your expreſs 
Command into their Alliance, nevertheleſs advis'd 
you to ſecure him, becauſe the Good of the State 
requir'd it : A great Prudence in performing that 
Action in the Preſence of Monſieur, who could not - 
near hand diſapprove a Council which he would 
have dreaded for himſelf at a diſtance ; had not 
Experience | made him ſenſible, that he was not 
aim'd at. A great Boldneſs, in allowing him as 
much Liberty as he enjoy'd before ; grounded 
barely upon this, That as ill Counſels only- bad 
ſeduc'd him, the Efe& would ceaſe with the Cauſe; 
and that he would be no ſooner deſtirute of them, 
but he would follow by his own Sentiments a Me- 
thod quite different from that he had been put 
upon, 

This Action, and many others tranſated du- 
ring your Majeſty's Reign, will, I am fure, make 
this paſs for a certain Maxim, That it is neceſſary 
on certain occaſions, in which the Welfare of the 
State is concern'd, to aſſume a Male Virtue fome- 
times, to exceed the Bounds of Common Pru= 
dence ; and that it is ſometimes impoſlible. to avo'd 
certain Evils, unleſs ſomethmg be given to-For- 
tune,or. rather, to Divine Providence, which feldom 
refuſes its Aſliſtance, when aur exhauſted Wiſdom 
can no longer furniſh us with any. : 

Moreover, your Condudt will be acknowledged 
rhe more juſt, in that thoſe who will read rhe 
Hiſtory of oe Life, will find, that your Majeſty 
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never puniſhes any body, Without having firſt 
endeavour'd by ſome extraordinary Favours to re- 
tain him withm the Bounds of his Duty. 

The Marſhal «@' Ormano was made Marſhal to 
that end. 

'The Grand Prior. was certain of the Command 
of the Sea, when he perverted his Brother's Mind ; 
and both gave you Cauſe to deprive them of their 
Liberty. 

The Marſhal de Baſſompierre only fubliſted by 
your Favours, when his way of ſpeaking and of 
behaving himſelf at Court oblig'd you to confine 
him to the Baſts//e. 

'The Lord Keeper Marillac was the more oblig'd 

to.perform his Duty, becauſe the height to which 
his -good Fortune -had' elevated him, left him no 
room to delire any; thing, tho' ever ſo ambitious. 
- "The Marfhal his Brother ſettled in Verdun, and 
elevared to an Office 'of the Crown, had all the 
reaſon imaginable to avoid the Fate he deſerved by 
his. Irigratitude, and /by/his evil Behaviour. 

[The feveral Commayuds the Duke de Montmo- 
zency bad had in your:Armies, tho? he was as yet 
very young to deferve them, the Office of Mar- 
fhal of France, the free-Accels your Majeſty gave 
him. to. your Perſon, and the Familiarity he had 
with your-Creatures, were'Favours and Privileges 
fafficient to hinder ham from flying to his Reine. 

' » Chateauneuf '/had beeri! fo lately honour'd with 
the Seals, when his"ilb Proceedings were firſt dif- 
cover'd, that there 1s Reaſon to ſuſpeR, that at the 
beginning of his Magiſtracy he had the fame In- 
tentions, as when he ended it. 
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Nevertheleſs, that firſt place of Juſtice to which 
your Majeſty rais'd him, contrary to his Expetta- 
tion, an Hundred Thouſand Crowns he receiv'd 
from your Liberality in one Year, the Govern- 
ment of one of your Provinces, which are extra- 
ordinary Favours for a Man of his Profeſſion, were 
not ſufficient Conſideration 'fo hinder him from 
being the Promoter of his ownRtjne. 

he ſeveral and great Fayours Puy-Laurens re- 
ceiv'd in a ſhort time from your Majeſty's Good- 
neſs are ſo extraordinary, that thoſe who will know 
them, will perhaps be more furpriz'd at them, 
than at his ill Proceeding, which is uſual enough 
in Perſons whom Fortune raiſes in an inſtant with- 
out Deſert. 

The 1hdemnity of his Crirhes, which your Ma- 
jeſty granted him at his return from Flanders, will 
not be thought incon(iderable by Poſterity. 

The Immienſe Sums he receiv'd from your Li- 
berality, the Government of Bourbonneis, the 
Quality of Duke and Peer, and my Alliance, 
were ſufficient Engagements to keep any other 
Man within the Bounds of his Duty ; bur he was 
not capable of preſcribing any to himlelt. 

When Count de Cramail was put into the Ba- 
fille, he had lately receiv'd, by his being recall'd 
to Court, an Inſtance of the Remiſſion of his firſt 
Faults. But that favourable Treatment did not 
hinder him from reſuming his former Courſe, in 
ating againſt the preſent ſtate of Aﬀairs, and in 
endeavouring to make your Majeſty alter your 
ancient Condu&t, of which the Events juſtify'd 
the Happineſs, and the Bleſſing of God the Ju 


ſtice. 
D 2 The 


(32) 

'Yhe Choice that was made of the Marſhal de 
Vitry tor Provence, oblig'd him to live very warily 
in ſo great an Employment, which his Courage 
and Fidelity had procur'd him. But his Greed:- 
nels and haughty inſolent Behaviour did not con- 
tribute little to deprive him of it, to place him in 
a Government;gof leſs Extent. ; 

If I mult eghept tho that were barely remov'd 
from Curt, w t pligations had not the Duke 
de Bellegarde receiv'd from your Majeſty, and from 
your Servants ? 

The Goodneſs of the one, and the Addreſs of 
the other, had freed him out of ſome Troubles into 
which his exceeding Vanity, and the Unrulineſs of 
his Paſſions had engag'd him. He was a Duke 
by your Favour, and the more oblig'd to behave 
himſelf weli with Adonſieur, when he afliſted him 
to get our of the Kingdom, becauſe or had ſet- 
led him in the firſt Places of his Houſhold, which 
he ſtood in great need of. 

From being: a poor ordinary Gentleman, Thoi- 
ras Wes lecn to rite in an inſtant to the degree of 
2 Marſhal of France, fo loaden with Favours, that 
he receiv'd not only the beſt Employments, and 
the greateſt Governments of the Kingdom, but 
over and above upwards of Six Hundred Thou- 
fGnd Crowns in Gratifications. 

La Fargis had all the reaſon _—_— to be- 
have her ſelf well ; ſince your Majeſty, by placing 
her with the Queen your Conſort, had put her 
above the Diſcourſes that were made of her. 

: The Dukes de Guiſe and 4d" Elboeuf” have re- 
Kd, ty the knowledge of all the World, in- 
credible Favours from your Majeſty. 
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While the Princeſs of Conty was moſt 70:itous 
in forming of Cabals, ſhe drew a grear deal of 
Money out of your Exchequer for the Sale of Cha- 
teaurenault ; but that was not ſurhcient to keep her 
within the Bounds of her Duty. 

The Duke de la Valette's Removal, tho' volun- 
tary, and not forc'd, giving me an occaſion to put 
him in this Claſſis; I cannot forbear obſerving, 
that a little before his folliciting Afenſieur your 
Brother, and the Count of Sorfſens, to employ 
your Army, which they commanded ar thar time, 
againſt your Perſon, your Majeſty had honour'd 
him with the Quality of Duke and Peer : Neither 
can T forbear adding, that in order to engage him 
the more in your Service, you were plezs'd ro al- 
low his Alliance with thoſe: who were altogether 
inſeparable from it; and that in conſideration cf 
my ſaid Alliance, you bad granted him the Survi - 
vorſhip of the Government of Gyyemre, and ddd 
32c09 Livres to the Revenue of his Place of Co- 
lonel of the Infantry. To which I may :dd, that 
the Pardon your Voajeſty was pleas'd ro grant him, 
out of an extraordinary Gocdneſs for 1o foul and 
ſo ſhameful a Crime, averr'd by the V outh cf 
rwo Princes, whoſe Teſtimony was undeni:ble, 
could not hinder his Weakneſs and Jealouſie 2g.tk 
the Prince of Conde and the Archbiſhop of Borr- 
deaux, or his Deſign of crofling your Aﬀtirs, frem 
doing a very ſhameful thing, in loſing the cccaſt- 
on of taking Fontarabia, when the Enemies could 
no longer defend-ir. | 

[f it be an efte&t of ſingular Prudence to have 
withſtood all the Forces of the Enemics of vour 
State, with thoſe of your Allies, by putting your 
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Hand into yeur Purſe, and not to your Arms, 
To have made an open War, when your Allies 
were no longer able to ſubſiſt alone, is another of 
Wiſdom and Courage together, which juſtifies 
ſufficiently, that managing the Repoſe of your 
Kingdom, you have done like thoſe Oeconomiſts, 
who having been careful to lay up Money, know 
how to ſpend it prudently, to prevent a greater 
Lofs. 

To have at one and the ſame time made divers 
Attacks in divery places, which was never done by 
the Romans or Ottomens, will undoubtedly be look d 
upon by many as, a great piece of Imprudence and 
Kaſhneſs. And yet as it isa Proof of your Power, 
it is a greater yer of your Judgment ; ſince it was 
neceſlary to cut out ſo much Work on-all parts to 
your Enemies, that they might be invincible in 
none. 

The War of Germany was ſomewhat forc'd, 
ſince that part of Europe was the Stage on which 
it was begun.long ago, 

Altho' that,ot +landers had not the Succeſs 
which might have been expeCted, yet it was im» 
poſſible not to look upon it as advantagious in the 
Project. | 

That of the Griſons was neteſſary to engage the 
Princes of Italy to take Arms, by removing their 
Dread of the Germans : and. to encourage thoſe 
that had taken them in Germany; by ſhewing 
them, that Iraly was not in a Conditionto ſuccour 
the Enemies they had in their Country: 

That of [aly was no leſs material ; both becauſe 
it was the ready way to engage the Duke of S» 
7%, and by reaſon that the Adilaneze being as it 

were 
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were the Heart of the Territories that are pofleſs'd 
by the Spaniards, it was neceſlary to attack that 
Part. 

Mareover, conlidering that your Majeſty had 
Allies on all parts, who were to join their Forces 
to yours ; i mult be concluded, that it was evident 
by that Union, that the Spaniards being attack'd 
in divers places, ſhould be torc'd to ſubmit to the 
Effort of your Power. 

And. yet during the courſe of that War, which 
laſted Five Years, no ill Accident ever betell you, 
but what ſeem'd only to be permitted for your 
Glory. 

In 1635. the Army your Majeſty ſent into the 
Law Countries, as ſoon az they came there, won 
a. famous Battel, before their being join'd with 
that of the States General : And: if the Prince of 
Orange, commanding both, had/no-Succels ſuitable 
to thoſe great Forces, and” to what was expected 
from a Captain of his Repuration, the faulr-of it 
cannot be imputed to you. 

Having ſubmitted your Arms to the Command 
of that Prince, it was his part to purſue the Point 
of an Army he receiv'd Vicorious. But the Slow- 
neſs of a heavy Nation could not improve the Ea- 
gernels af yours, which requires Execution rather 
than Counſcl ; and which by dallying, loſes the 
Advantage which their Ficry Nature gives them 
over others. | 

'That very. Year the Forces 'of the Empire ha- 
ving paf'd the Rhine at Briſac, came ſd near your 
Frontiers, that tho' you could not free them trom 
Fear, yet .you freed them from the Lofles your 
Enemies ſuſtain'd. F 
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One of the fineſt Armies the Emperour had pue 
on foot for a long while periſh'd in Lorrain ; and 


their Loſs prov'd the more conſiderable, in that 


the bare Patience cf thoſe who commanded your 
Forces in thoſe parts occaſion'd it. | 

At the ſame time the Duke of Rohan, favour'd 
by the principal Heads of the Griſons, who deſir'd 
their — enter'd happily into their Country 
with open force, ſeiz'd the moſt conſiderable Paſles 
and Poſts, and fortify'd them, notwithſtanding 
the Oppoſition which the Neighbourhood of the 
Milancze enabled the Spaniards to make conve- 
niently. 

The Dukes of Savoy and of Crequi, who did 
command your Armies in Italy, took a Fort in the 
Milaneze, and built another upon the Po, which 
prov'd a dangerous Thorn to your Enemies. 

In 1636. the Cowardiſe of three Governours 
of = Frontier 'Towns having given the Spani- 
ards a Footing into this Kingdom, and cheaply 
enabled them to acquire conſiderable Advantages : 
Without being diſcourag'd, when all ſeem'd to be 
loſt, in Six Weeks time you rais'd ſo powerful an 
Army, that it might have been able totally to de- 
ſtroy your Enemies, had thoſe to whom you 
entruſted the Command of it, employ'd it as they 
ſhould have done. . Their Failures oblig'd you to 
put your ſelf at the Head of it ; and God aſfliſted 
you to that degree, that that very Year, in the 
Gzhr of thoſe who had only taken thoſe Places be- 
c:uuſe you were diſt.nt from them, you retook the 
only one which was of Importance to your State. 

You overcame many Dithculties in that Expe- 
dition, Which were created by your own Men ; 
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who. being prejudic'd by Ignorance or Malice, 
highly diſapprov'd fo great a Deſign. 

If you did not ſucceed in the Siege of Dole, the 
reaſon which obliges every one to run to thar 
which is moſt preſiing, was the only Cauſe of it. 
Your Majeſty remov'd your Forces from thence 
with great Prudence, ſince it concern'd you more 
to retake Corbie than to take Dole. 

At that time Galas eatring; this Kingdom with 
the main Forces of the Empizeþ:to which the Duke 
of Lorrain join'd himfels wth his. They were 
both driven out of m—_—_— with the ſhame of 
Raiſing the Siege of Sr. Fob de Laune, a weak 
Place, and the' loſs of =_ of their Cannon, and 
of ſo great a number of Men, that out of 30090 
wherewith they entred this Kingdom, they did' 
not march out. Ten, 

The River Toſmo was Witneſs that very Year 
of an Aﬀtion no leſs fortunate in Italy, where 
your Forces gain'd a famous and bloody Combar. 
And you had Advantages in Vakelina, which were 
the more conſiderable, by reaſon that your Ene- 
mies, having often taken the Reſolution to engage 
your Forces, in order to drive them out of it by 
Force, they. never attempted to 'put their Defign 
in Execution, but fghting: and being beaten, 
prov'd one and the fame thing to them. 

In 1637. you took two Places from your Ene- 
mies in Flanders, and retook one. of thoſe which 
had. been deliver'd up to them the: Year before by 
the Cowardiſe of 'the Governours. 

A Third being befieg'd in the Country of Lux- 
emburg, Was taken foon after; and your Enemy 
ſufter'd as much Damage'by the encrance of your 
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Armies in their Country, as they defign'd to make 
you ſuffer the ſame way. \ 

If the Panick Fear. of him who commanded 
your Farces in Valtelne, and the Infidelity of ſome 
of thoſe, for whoſe Liberty you had ſent them 
thither, made you loſe, through Cowardiſe and 
Treachery together, the Advantages you had ac- 
quir'd there by Force and Reaſon : That Year 
was happily Crown'd:by:ithe retaking of the Iſles 
of St. Margaret and-ob16t:1 Honorat ; and by 'the 
Relief of Lucare, befizg'd dy the Spexiards. 

By the firſt of tholeawo Attions, Two Thou- 
fand Five Hundred Frexch landed at Noon-day in 
an l{]and, kept by as many Spaniards and Iralzans ; 
an lfland fortify'd by Five Regular Forts, joyn'd 
to one another by Lines of Communication, which 
enclos'd it almoſt entirely by a good Parapet. 
Your Men fought art their Landing, and beat your 
Enemies which oppos'd them; and after having 
forc'd the major/part of them to retire into their 
Ramparts, they \torc d them aut of. them in 'Six 
Weeks time, Foot after Foot, by as many Sieges 
as there were Forts 3! tho". one of them was com- 
posd of Five Baſtions Royal, ſo well provided 
with Cannon, and with Men, and all. other Ne- 
ceſlaries, that it icem'd a Raſhneſs to attack it. 

By the Second, a. potent Army, .ſo well re- 
trench'd, that there was but one Hzad. af a Thou- 
ſand Fathom by which ic could be:.attack'd ; a 
Head fo well fortify'd, that at every Diſtance of 
Two Hundred Paces: there were Forts. and Re- 
doubts, garniſh'd with Cannon, and: lin'd with 
Infantry, was attack'd in the Night, and forc'd 
by an Army, which, tho” inferiour in —_—_ 
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did nevertheleſs defeat it wholly, after ſeveral 
Combars. 

Thoſe two Attions are fo extraordinary, that 
one cannot ſay they are ſignal Eftedts of the Cou- 
rage of Men, without adding, that they were ſe- 
conded by the Providence and Hand of Gad, who 
vilibly fights for us. 

In 1638. tho' the beginning of the Year proy'd 
unfortunate to you in [raly, at St. Omer, and at Fon- 
tarabia, by the ill Fate of Arms, and by the Im- 
prudence, Cowardile, or Malice of ſome of thoſe 
who commanded yours, the End Crown'd the 
Work by the taking of Br:/ac, after a long Siege, 
two Battels, and divers Combats attempted to re- 
lieve it. 

Moreover, as ſoon as you had notice of the ill 
Event” of the Siege of St. Omers, your Majeſty 
repair'd in Perſon to the Place, where there was 
reaſon to expect ſome dangerous Events : You put 
a ſtop to the courſe of the Misfortunes of your 
Arms, by taking and demoliſhing Renty, which 
greatly incommaded the Frontier. 

After which le Cafeler, the only Place of yours 
then remaining in your Enemies Hands, was taken 
by Force in {1ght of them, without their daring 
to oppoſe the Effefts of your Arms. | 

The Naval Engagement, in which 14 Gallies 
and .4.:Ships of Dankrk, all retir'd into the Bay of 
Gattary, under Five Land-Batteries, not daring ta 
keep the Sea before 19 of yours, were all burnt or 
ſunk, with the loſs ot Five or Six Thouſand Men, 
of 500 Guns, and a conſiderable Store of Ammu- 
nitions of War for the Reliet of Fontarabia, arc 
great amends, not for the Lofles you ſuſtain'd ar 
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St. Omer and Fontarabia, which were not conſide- 
rable, bur for the Gains you miſſed in not taking 
the faid Places. | 

If to this Advantage we join that which you 
had before, when your Arms made your Enemies 
loſe, in the Port of Paſſage, 14 great Ships, a great 
number of Guns, Colours, <X all forts of Am- 
munitions, it will be found, that if the Spaniards 
mark this Year as being favourable to them, they 
eſteem themſelves happy when their Misfortunes 
are leſs than their Fears. 

Finally, the Combat of the Gallies, perhaps the 
moſt famous that ever was —_ at Sea, where 
15 of yours attack'd as many. of Spazn, and fought 
them with ſo much advantage, that your Enemies 
loſt between Four and Five Thouſand Men, and 
£ix Gallies; among which the Admiral and two 
Patrones did not a little Fgnalize that Action. 

This:Combart, I fay, ſhews, rhat the Prudence 
of your Conduct has not only been accompany*d 
with good Fortune, bur alſo, that the Boldneſs. of 
your Commanders has been feconded, 

Several things are obſervable in this War. 

:/The firſt thing is, that your Majeſty only en- 
gag'd/into it, becauſe you could nor avoid it'; 
and that you only laid down your Arms when it 
was proper fo to do. 

'\/Fhis Remark is the more glorious for your 'Ma- 
jeſty, in that you were often follicited by: your 
Alles' to take Arms, and ſtill refus'd to do'it ; 
41d that during the War your Enemies often pro- 
pos'd a particular Peace to you, which you would 
never-hearken to, becauſe you could not forfake 
the Interelt of your Allies. 
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Thoſe who ſhall know, that your Majeſty has 
been forfaken by ſeveral Princes, who were en- 
gag'd with you, without abandoning any of them; 
and that notwithſtanding ſome of thoſe who did 
remain ſteady in your Party, fail'd you in many 
important things, they have ſtill receiv'd Efledts 
from your Majeſty ſuitable ro your Promiſes ; 
thoſe, I ſay, will acknowledge, that if your Ma- 
jcſty's good Fortune has appear'd in the Succeſs 
of your Aﬀairs, your Virtue equals your good 
Fortune, 

I am ſenſible, that had you broken your Word, 
it would have lefſen'd your Reputation conſidera- 
bly, and that the leaſt loſs of thar kind in a great 
Prince is irreparable. But it is no ſmall matter 
to have perform'd ones Duty in ſundry occalions, 
in which Vengeance, and the Quiet which is na- 
turally deſir'd after a War, induce one to do the 
contrary, 

It requir'd no lefs Prudence than Force, nor leſs 
Effort of Mind than of Arms, to perſiſt almoſt 
alone in the ſame Deſign, which was to have been 
proſecuted by the Union of many. 

Nevertheleſs it is moſt true, that the Defe&tion 
of ſeveral Princes * of Germany; , 
that the Duke of Parma's being harry By Son 
obligd te abandon your Party & Sweden, Bran- 
through the neceſlity of his Aﬀairs; grows Ficge 
that the Duke of Mantua's Death, vera] Mans Dung 
and the Levity of his Dowager- kn — 
Mother to the Young Duke, who 
was no ſooner Miſtreſs, but forgetting all her Obli- 
gations to France, ſhe turn'd publickly againlt it; 
that the Deceaſe of the Duke of Savoy, and the 
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Imprudence of his Widow, who loſt her ſelf, be- 
cauſe ſhe would not receive the Aſſiſtance that was 
offer'd her; I ſay, it is moſt true, that all theſe 
Accidents never ſhook your Majeſty's Reſolution ; 
and tho? they alter'd the ſtate of your Afﬀairs, they 
did not hinder you from perſiſting in your De- 


ns. 

The Second Remark worthy of great Conſide- 
ration on this Subje&t is, That your Majeſty never 
would condeſcend to free your ſelf from the Perils 
of War, by expoling Chriſtendom to that of the 
Ottoman Arms, which were often ofter'd to you. 

Your Majeſty was not ignorant, that you might 
have accepted ſuch a Succours with Jultice ; and 
yet that Knowledge could not prevail with you 
to take a Reſolution dangerous fe Religion, but 
advantagious to obtain a Peace, 

TheExample of ſome of your Predecefſors, and 
of divers Princes of the Houſe of Auſtria, who 
do particularly afte& to appear as Religious before 
God, as they are in reality to their own Intereſts, 

rov'd too weak to induce you to do. that, which 
Hiſtory informs us has often been praQtis'd by 
others. | 

The Third Circumſtance, which has caus'd a 
preat deal of Wonder in this War, is, the vaſt 
number of Armies, and of Sums, whſch were re- 
quir'd to ſuſtain the fame. 

The greateſt Princes on Earth having ever made 
a Difkculty of undertaking two Wars at once, 
Poſterity will have much a-do to believe, that this 

Kingdom was capable to keep up ſeparately, and 
at their own Charge, .Three Los and 'T'wo Na- 
val Artnies, belides thoſe of their Allies, _— 
the 
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the Subſiſtence of which they contributed conſi- 
derably. 

Yet it is moſt certain, that beſides a potent Ar- 
my of. 20000 Foot, and between 6 and 7020 
Horſe, which you kept all along in Picardy, to at- 
tack your Enemies, you had another in the ſame 
Province , composy'd of 10000 Foot and 4000 
Horſe, to defend the Entrance ef thar Frontier. 

It is moreover true, that you kept one all along 
in Champagne of the ſame Number with this laſt. 

One in Buygwndy of the ſame Strengrh. 

One no lefs powerful in Germany. 1, 
Another as conſiderable in Italy, and another in 
Valtelina at certain times. And what is moſt to 
be admir'd, the major part of them were defign'd 

more to attack than to ſtand upon the Defenſive. 

Although your Predeceflors deſpis'd the Sea to 
that degree; that the lave King your Father had 
not one Ship, your Majeſty neverthelefs during the 
whole Courſe of this War, kept 20 Gallies and 20 
Ships iri the Mediterranean, and' about 6o well 
Mann's in the Ocean. Which has not only pre- 
vented your Enemies Deſigns upon your Coaſts, 
but has done them as much Harm as they defign'd 
to do us. 

Moreover, yoh have yearly aſhſted the Holland- 
ers with 1200000 Livres, and ſometimes more ; 
and the Duke of Sawoy with upwards of a Million. 

The Crown of Sweden with the like Sum, 

The Landgrave of Heſſe with 20co00 Rix- 
dollars ; and divers other Princes with divers other 
Sums, according as occaſions did require it. 

By reaſon of which excetlive Charges, the Ex- 
pences of every one of the Five Years, —_ 
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which France has ſupported that War, has amount- 
ed to upwards of 60 Millions ; which is the more 
to be admir'd, in that it has been done without 
taking the Sallary of Officers, without touching 
the Revenue of private Perſons, and even with- 
out demanding any Alienatign of the Fund of the 
Clergy, all extraordinary means, which your Pre- 
ws. A have often been oblig'd to have recourſe 
to, in leſs conſiderable Wars. 

Thus 60 Millions of Expence every one of thoſe 
Five Years; an Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Foot both in your Armies and Garrifons, and up- 
wards of Thirty 'Thoufand Horſe, will be an Im- 
mortal Argument to Poſterity of the Power of this 
Crown. 

If I add, that. theſe different Occupations did 
not hinder you at the ſame time from fortifying 
your Frontiers to that degree, that whereas they 
were open on all parts before to your Enemies, 
they cannot look on them now without amazement, 
I ſhall rouch a new Point no leſs conſiderable to 
Poſterity, ſince that as this Kingdom is thereby 
ſecur'd for ever, it will receive as much Benefit by 
it for the future, as your Majeſty has endur'd La- 
bour and Pain iu the Performance. 

Thoſe whom Hiſtory will acquaint with the 
Crofles your Majeſty has met with in all your 

eat Deſigns, through the Envy your Profperi- 
ties, and the Fear of your Power, have created in - 
divers Foreign. Princes, by the want of Faith of 
ſome of your Allies, by the 'Treachery of ſome of 
your Subjects, by a Brother ill counſell'd at ſome 
times, by a Mother always poſteſs'd by ill-diſpos'd ' 
Minds, after her having depriy'd her {elf of your 
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Majeſty's Councils, and ſeparated her Intereſts from 
thoſe of your State ; being ſenſible, that ſuch Ob- 
ſtacles are no ſmall heightnings to your Glory ; 
being ſenſible alſo, that great Hearts having form'd 
great Deſigns, cannot be with-held by the Dith- 
culties they meet in the ſame : If they conſider be- 
ſides the 'natural Levity of this Nation, the Impa- 
tience-of the Souldiers, little us'd to the inevitable 
Fatigues attending the courſe of Wars ; and final- 
rh the Weakneſs of the Inſtruments you were 
orc'd to make uſe of on thoſe occaſions, among 
which I take the firſt place, they will be forc'd to 
own, that nothing could ſupply the DefeCt of the 
Tools, but the Excellence of your Majeſty, who 
was the Workman. 

Moreover, if they conſider, that overcoming all 
thoſe Obſtacles, you have attain'd the Conclulion 
of a Peace, in which the Defect of ſome of your 
Allies, and the AﬀeCtion you have had for them, 
have oblig'd you to relinquiſh, part of what you 
had Conquer'd by your own Forces, they will 
needs be oblig'd to acknowledge, that your Good- 
neſs is equal to your Power, and that in your | 
Conduct, Prudence, and the Bleſſing of God, have 
kept an even Pace. 

Theſe, Sir, have been your Majeſty's Action; 
hitherto, which I will elteem happily ended, it 
they be attended with a Repole, which may allow 
you to bleſs your Kingdom with all manner of 
Advantages. 

ina order whereunto, it is neceſſary to conſider 
the ſeveral Orders of your Kingdom, the State 
they compoſe, your Perton, which is charg'd wich 
the Conduct thereof, and the Means you muſt 
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follow to perform it worthily ; which requires no- 
thing in general, but to have a good and faithful 
Council, to efteem their Advice, and to follow 
Reaſon in the Principles it preſcribes for the Go- 
vernment of your Kingdom : *Tis to that I will 
reduce the Remainder of this Work, treating thoſe 
matters diſtintly in divers Chapters, ſubdivided 
into divers Sections, in order to explain them the 


more methodically. 
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Divers Orders 
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NE might make whole Volumes upon the 
'©; Subject of the ſeveral Orders of this King- 
dom ; bur the Scope of my Defign not being the 
ſame with many others, who aim at nothing but 
to diſcourſe well upon all the parts of a State, 
without conſidering whether the Publick will re- 
ceive any Beneht by their Diſcourling, or not. 1 
will only endeayour to repreſent ro your Majeſty 
in few Words, what is neceſlary to procure the 
Welfare of all your Subjedts in their ſeveral Con- 
ditions. 
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CA A.E. IL 
Of the Reformation of the Eccleſiaſtical Order, 


SECTION. I, 


Which repreſents the ill State of the Church at the 
beginning of the King's Reign ; the Preſent 
State thereof 3 anid what is neceſſary to be 
done to p it in_that inwhich it ought to be. 


 H EMI'iremember to have ſeen Gentle- 
men andother Lay Perfons,in my Youth, 
who held not only the major part of Priories and 
Abbies, but alſo of Cures and Biſhoprick in Com- 
mendam ; and when I conlider that in my brſt 
Years there was ſuch a Licentiouſneſs in Monaſte- 
ries of both Sexes, that nothing but Scandals and 
ill Examples were met with in placcs where Edifi- 
cation Was to be look'd for, I own that- it is no 
ſinall Satisfaftion'to me, to ſee thoſe Diſorders ab- 
ſolutely baniſh'd under your Majeſty's Reign; and 
that the {aid 'Tenures and tne Diſorders'of Mona- 
ſteries are ſcarcer than lawtul Poſlefſions''and Or- 
derly Communities were at that time. 

The beſt Method, if my Opinion, for your Ma- 
jcſty"to continue and to increaſe that Bleſling, is to 
take a particular Care to place Pcrions. of Merit 
and of exemplary Lives, in Biſhopricks ; to beſtow 
Abbies and other {umple Benctices of your Nomi- 
nation -on Perſons ot Probity ; to deprive thoſe 
who lead Licentious Lives in to holy a Station, as 


that is which unites men particularly ro God ; of 


your Sight and Favours, and ro make an excm- 


plary puniſhment of the Scandalous, 
I might 
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I might propoſe many other Expedients tor the 
Reformation of the Clergy ; but provided your 
Majeſty will be pleas'd to obſerve theſe Four Con- 
ditions, and to uſe virtuous Men of that Protefſion 
favourably, you will diſcharge your Duty, and 
will render the Eccleſiaſticks of your State either 
ſuch as they ought to be, or at lealt ſo prudent, 
as to endeavour to become fo. 

To that end it is my Duty to repreſent to your 
Majeſty, that it is,very necellary to take Care not 
to be miſtaken in your Judgment of the Capacity 
of Biſhops. 

A Man may be Learned, may be Capable, and 
yet not hit for that Fun&ion 3 which belades Sci- 
ence, requires Zeal, Courage, Vigilancy, Piety, 
Charity and Activity together. 

It is not ſufficient to be an honeſt Man, to 
make a good Biſhop; for he muſt be good for 
others as well as for himſelf. | 

I have often had a Dread that Men of Quality 
would hardly contain themſelves within the bounds 
of their Duty, and that they are leſs regular in 
their Lives than others : Many others being mov'd 
with that Fear, are of Opinion, that Doctors of 
a good Life, and low Birth, are fatter for thoſe 
Employments, than thoſe who are of higher Ex- 
traction : But there are many things to be conl1- 
der'd on that Subject. o 

A Biſhop ought to be Learned, . full of Piety, 
Zeal, well Born ; by reaſon that: the Authority 
requir d in ſuch Places is only 'to be found in Per- 
ſons of Quality. But as it is difficult.to meet all 
taoſe Qualifications in. one and the ſame Perſon, I 
will be bold to. Jay, ghat good Manners, which 
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muſt be conſider'd abeve all things, bei gd, 
Quality and Authority, which hc mL ow 
Companions, are to be preferr'd before great Sci- 
ence z hg often ſeen very Learned Men who 
made very ill Biſhops, either for not being able to 
Govern, upon the account of their low Extraftion, 
or for living too near, according to their Birth, 
which borders upon Avarice ; whereas Nobility, 
which 1s attended by Virtue, commonly has a par- 
ticular Deſire of Honour and of Glory, which 
produces the ſame Effetts as Zeal, occalion'd by 
the pure Love of God; that they penerally live 
with a Splendour and Liberalicy conformable to 
thar Dignity ; and better underſtand the manner 
of behaving themſelves in, and converſing with 
the World. 

' Above all things, a Biſhop muſt be humble and 
Charitable, have Learning and Picty, a ſteady 
Courage, and a great. Zeal for the Church, and 
tor the Salvation of Souls. 

Thoſe who aim at Biſhopricks out of Ambition 
and Intereſt, are commonly thoſe who make their 
Court beſt to obtain that by Importunity, which 
they cannot pretend to by Merit ; and therefore 
juch muſt nor be choſen, bur thoſe whom God 
calls to that Vocation ; which is eaftily known by 
their different way of living; thele applying them- 
felves to the Eccleſiaſtical FunCtions, that are pra- 
is'd in Seminaries. And it would be very pro- 
per for your Majeſty to declare, "That you will 
uſe none bur tuch as have ſpent a conliderable 
time after their Studies, in applying themſelves to 
the f2id Funttions in Seminarres, which are places 
appointed'in order” thereunto ; {ince it-is nor rea- 

| {onable 
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; ſonable; that the moſt difficult and moſt impor- 
tant Profeſſion in the World ſhould be undertaken 
without having firſt ſtudied it ; fince no Man is 
allow'd to exert the meanelſt and the moſt vile, 
without a Prentiſhip of many Years. 

Aﬀeer all, the beſt Rule in thar Choice is, to 
have no general one ; but to chuſe ſometimes 
Learned Men, ſometimes Men that have not fo 
much Learnig, and are better Born. young Men 
on ſome occaſions, old ones on others; accordin 
as Men of divers Conditions may be thought mi 
ht to Govern. we 

I have always had this Conſideration ; but yer 
whatever Care | have taken to make a good uſe 
of it, I own I have been fometinies miſtaken; and 
indeed it is very difficult -not to be miſtaken in 
Judgments, which are the leſs eahte, in that it is al- 
mel impoſſible to penetrate into the. Hearts of 
Men, or to fix their Inconſtancy. 

They change their Humour with their Con- 
dition ; or rather, they diſcover what they diſlem- 
bled till then, to obtain their ends. 

While. ſuch Men live in Miſery, they make it 
their buſineſs to be thought mueh»better than they 
are ; and when they have obtaig'd their cads, they 
no longer conltrain themſelves ta conceal the ill 
Qualihcatiens they have had altalang. 

Nevertheleſs,in uling the Precautions I propoſe in 
the ſaid Choice, you will diſcharge your Conſcience 
before God : And I maintair\ boldly, That your 
Majeſty will have nothing to fear, provided, that 
obliging thoſe who ſhall be choſen with the faid 
Caution, to reſide in their Dioceſes, to eſtabliſh Se- 
minaries there for the Inſtruction of their Eccleſta- 

E 4 ſticks, 
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ſticks, to vilit their Flock, as they are oblig'd tg 
do by the Canons, you rom in 2 Way.to per- 


form that Duty eftectually. 

I ſay this, Str, becauſe it is abſolutely impoflible 
for them to do it at preſent, by reaſon bf the dai- 
ly Ehcroachments your Majelty's Officers make 
upon their JuriſdiQtion. 

- Six things are: likewiſe to be wiſh'd, that the 
Souls which are *committed to their Care may 
receive all the Aſſiſtance they can..expe& from 
them. n | 

Three of them depend on your own Authority ; 
one on Rome only ;-and the'other' rwo on Rome 
and your Authority. together. 

The three- firſt are,. the Regulations:of Appeals, 
that-of Priviledg'd Caſes, and the Suppreſſien of 
the Regala, pretended by the holy Chappel of Pa- 
21s, - over the major part of the Riſhopricks of this 
Kingdom, until thoſe who are nominated for the 
ime by your Majeſty have taken the Oath of 'Al- 
legrance. 9179 agen 

The fourth is; w Regulation of the Plurality of 
the.Sentences requird by the Canons, tor the Pu- 
niſhment: of: a:Crime committed by - an Eccleſia- 
Rick ; to - rhe\endyithar the Guilty may not be 
able'to avoid the Puniſhment they deſerve, by the: 
Delays of the/Formalities that are pradtis'd. 

ii Andbrhe other 'two, | which relate to-therAutho- 
rity-'of | the. !Chutgh and yours tagether, are. the 
Exemptions of the Chapters, and the Right of Pre- 
ſenting to Cures, -which belongs to divers Abbots 
and Seculars. , 

-- We muſt diſtintly -examine rheſe Caſes * one 
afrer another. 


SECT. 
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SECT. IL ' 
. Of Appeals, and the Means to regulate the ſame. 


Do not delign in this place to explain the Ori- 

ginal of Appeals, as a thing, the Knowledge 
whereof is abſolutely neceflary ; provided it be 
known how to apply a proper Remedy to. the faid 
Evil, it matters bur little to knaw when it firſt 


began. | 

-F am ſenfible, that it is fo difficult to diſcover 
the true Source of 'that PraQtice, that the Advor, 
cate General ;Serwien us'd to ſay, That had he 
known the Author of ſo good a Regulation, he 
would have erected his Statue. 

Nevertheleſs, there is great Reaſon to believe 
that the firſt. Foundation of it aroſe from the Con- 
fidence which the Eccdlelaſticks repos'd -in- the 
King's Regal Authority, when being impos'd up», 
on by the Anti-Popes, Clement the 7th, Benedi# 
the 13th, and Fobr: the 2.3d, who fled to Avi 
for . » Refuge, they had Recourſe to King Charles 
the 6th then Reigning, to be diſcharg'd of the 
firſt Fruits, Penſions and extraordinary Subſidies 
they often impos'd upon them. 

The Complaints of the Clergy of France ha- 
ving 'induc'd\ that King to make an Ordinance, ' 
prohibiting-the: Execution of the Reſcripts, Man- 
dates and Bulls which the Popes might give for the 
tuture, to the Prejudice of the Franchiſes and Li- 
berties the Gallick Church injoyn'd. 

This Order gave way to the firſt Enterpriſes of 
the Ring's Officers over the Eccleliaſtical Juriſdi- 
{tion, Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, it was no ſooner made, but the fear 
they had of being prejudiced by it, inſtead of re- 
ceiving the h—_ they defir” prevails with 


the King to defer the Execution of the ſame for 
ſome Years. Afterwards, the continuation of the 
Vexations Benefices were afflicted with,. made it to 
be put in execution for ſome Years ; after which, 
* was kinally — by King Charks VIL ar 
the beginning of his Reign, by reaſon. of the di- 
vers that were committed in the practice 
rhe Experience of the Abu& of fch an[Orde! 
The ' e A an;Order, 
oblip'd the Clergy for a while patiently to bear 
the ill Treatments they receiv'd from the: Officers 
of the Court of Rome. 

But finally, the redoubling | of the ExaCtions 
that-were laid upen them, oblig'd them 40 aſſemble 
at Bourges, in x438. to conſult aboutthe means to. 
tree themſelves of the ſame. That Aſtembly, which 
was famous for the Number and. Merit of the Pre- 
lates which - compos'd -ity- carefully examin'd the 
many Grievances the Church was aftlifted with ; 
and concluded, That the- beſt Remedy they could 
apply to them, was to « receive the Decrees of the 
Council of Bale 3 which reducing moſt things to 
the Conſtitution of the Common and Canonical 
Right, Uiſabled the Officers of the Court of Rome 
txormvatrenipting any thing againſt the Clergy. 

- After which, they form'd a Pragmarical Santfion 
of the Decrees of that Council, which they re- 
folv'd- ro put in pradtice by the King's Leave, 
whom they Petition'd to be Protector of the 
ſame. 


The 
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The King adhering to the Supplications of his 
Clergy, enjoyn'd his * Judges Roy- * Th Judges Regal 
al, to cauſe the faid ay. ma — 
Santion to be Religioully oblerv'd; rhe copnifance of 
and ?ris from thence the Grievances %** 9» belongs 
the Church labours under at this dey precence of the 
time in this Kingdom, by the in- 5 Sony F Fn 
terpoſition of the King's Officers ; the Bui of Pepe 
receiv'd a new Force, after the be- M42, grven i 
ginning they had had under the rribured rhe Co 
Reign of Charles VI, And it is 8% them. 
alſo from thence the Parliaments have taken an 
occaſion to aſſume the Cognifance of the greatett 
part of what only belongs to the Tribunal of the 
Church of God. + 

It was very eaſie for them to attribute to them- 
ſelves, to the Excluſion of ſubaltern or inferiour 
Judges, what had been at firſt only committed to 
them, and to extend their Power under that pre- 
tence beyond its lawful Bounds, ſince they had 
none bur Interiours to encounter with. 

In the Eſtabliſhment of the firſt Order, made to 
remedy the Infractions of the Pra « | 
matical Santtion , * Appeals as Kees. os 
not 'allowed of : They only cha- Ms D_ L 4 
ſtiled ſuch as did obtain Reſeripts, 7 VR 
or Mandates, from the Court of Kome, againſt the 
Common Right, upon the bare - Complaint that 
was made and averr'd of the ſame, and that with- 
out taking cogniſance of the Merits of the Cauſe. 

After which, Time, which changes all things, 
being join'd 'to Power, which, like Fire, attracts 
1] ro it felt, made them proceed trom that Order, 
cſtubliſh*d for the Preſervation of the Common 

Right, 
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Right; and the Franchiſes of the Gallick Churchs 
againſt the Attempts of Rome, to the Appeals ; the 
abuſe of which, utterly annihilates the Juriſdiftion 
of the French Prelates, as well as of the Holy 


See. 

I am ſenſible, that the moſt ſubtile Adherents 
of the Parliaments, to authorize their Practice, 
may ſay, That the Prelates aſſembled at Bourges,ha- 
ving petition'd his Majeſty to hinder the Holy See, 
by his Officers, from intringing the Pragmatital 
San#ion, have tacitly given him a Right to- op- 
poſe the Contraventions that might be made to 
the ſame by themſelves, which authorizes them to 
take cogniſance of the Sentences which are daily 
given in their Tribunal. 

But the Proverb may be alledg'd in this place, 
which is moſt true, That a Bargain is nothing bur 
what it is made ; and that it is as certain as evi- 
dent, That the Gallick Church aſſembled at Bour- 
ges, never thought on what theſe Gentlemen pre- 
tend; and moreover, that they had no reaſon to do 
=_—_” 2 Fin $0! 2 | 
They had recourſe tothe King, againſt the En- 
terprizes of Rome, by reaſon that the Holy See 
having no Superiour Tribunal on Earth, 'Tempo- 
ral Princes'glone, as Prote&ors 'of the Church, can 
put a ſtop to the courſe of the Exorbitances of the 
Othicersiof Rome, whereas the Attempts of the Bi- 
ſhops- may be repreſs'd by their Superiours , to 
whom one may and ought to appeal. 

_ Finally, he that gives his Friend Arms to defend 
him, can never be ſupposd to give them: tor his 
own Deftruction. "The; Parliaments cannot pre- 
tend, that the Protection which the Prelates aflem- 

bled 
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bled at Bourges, deſir'd of the King, gives his 
Officers a Right to oppreſs their Juriſdiftion. * 

Nevertheleſs, as Evils are greater in their Pro- 
greſs, and in their Periods, than in their Begin- 
ning , the Deſign of the Parliaments, cover'd 
with divers Pretences for a time, began to appear 
without a Mask in the laſt Age*, * ordinance of 
under King Francs I. who was the *53?: | 
firſt that ever made uſe of the ,,, 
Name + of Appeal in his Or- 9: Original from 


. the Prattice of Ate 
dinances. Fornies and Ad- 


wecatess who according to the Order of applying themſelves bFore rhe Par. 
lament by way of Appeal, geve the ſame Name #0 the receur/e Eccleſia 
flicks had there, 


Many knowing the 1llegality of that PraQtice, 
which the Church complains of at preſent, will 
think perhaps, that fince it may be aboliſh'd with 
Juſtice, it would be proper to do it: But Fm of 
Opinion, that ſuch an Alteration would do more 
harm, than the Evil they would avoid; and that 
nothing but the Abuſe of ſuch an Order is pre- 
judicial. 

Whatever Ground the ſaid Practice may have, 
it is certain, that when it was firſt publickly eſta» 
bliſh'd, it was only with a pretence ro pur a ftop 
to the Encroachments the Eccleliaſtical Judges 
might attempt upon the King's Royal Jurit- 
diction. 

In proceſs of time, they have not only made 
uſe of it againſt the Tranigreflors of the Ordi- 
nances of the Kingdom, which include many mat- 
ters belides Juriſdiction, but they have alio excen- 
ded it tothe Infraftions of the Holy Canons, and 
of the Decrees of the Church, and of the Holy Sec ; 

and 
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and finally, by excels of abuſe to all forts of Mat- 
ters, in which the Laicks pretend a Lezijon of Po- 
liry,which they maintain only belongsto the King's 
Othcers. - - | 

One might reaſonably deſire to have the Effet 
of this Remedy reduc'd to its firſt Foundation, 
which had no extent beyond Attempts upon the 
Royal Juriſdition, which is fufficiently regulated 
by the Firſt Article ofthe Ordinance of 1539. But 
to remove all pretence of Lezzou from the Officers 
of the Prince, and to hinder them from pretending 
with any appearance, that it is impoſſible for them 
to get the Ordinances obſerv'd, by reaſon. of- the 
Enterprizes of the Church; I am of Opinion, 
that they inay conſent to the ſaid Appeals, when 
the Judges ſhall pronounce direfly againſt» the 
Ordinances; which is the only Caſe in which 
Charles IX. and Herry Ill. by the 59th Article of 
; the Ordinance of Blojzs required them to be ad- 
mitted. Provided they be not extended* under 
that pretence to the Tranſgreſſion of the Canons 
and Decrees, becaufe many Ordinances; particu- 
larly the * Capitularies of Charle 
magne, often contain the fame ſub- 
ſtance with thoſe of the Church. 

I am ſenſible, that it will be difhcult to make 
ſo exact an Indiftion of the Ordinances to this 
end, but that ſometimes there will be abuſes in 
whatever Regulation may be-made. But it is 
certain, that there is no difficulty in the Will of 
the King's Olhicers, who ſhall be employ'd to pur 
his in execution : "The Order which he will be 
pleas'd to give them, will ferve them as a Rule 
_ Without any trouble, 

"The 


® Regulation ef 
Church- Affairs, 
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The Pretence which the Parliaments uſe, that 
when Eccleſiaſtical Judges judge againſt the Canons 
and Decrees, of which Kings. are the Execurars 
and Protectors, they havethe Power to corre the 
Abuſe of their Sentences, is a Pretence ſo void of 
all appearance of Juſtice, that it is altogether in- 
ſupportable. — | 

hayld the whole Church judge _ the Ca- 
nons and Decrees, one might: ſay, that the King, 
who is. the Proteftor of the lame, might and 
ought to maintain them in. an, extraordinary man- 
ner by his own Authorigy.: But fince, when, a 
Judge gives a Sentenee againſt their Tenor, the 
ſaid- Sentence may be revers'd, and: he corre&ed 
by. his Superiour, the Officers of tlie Prince cannor, 
without invading the Prieſtly Office, and without 
a_ manifeſt. Abuſe, do, that which only belongs to 
thoſe that.are particularly. canſecrated ta G.OD : 
And when they do ſo, before the laſt Sentence of 
the Church is given, their attempt is. not only 
void of Juſtice, but even of all appearance of Juice. 

The Endeavours of the Parliaments alſo to tran- 
ſlate all the Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion, 
to the Tribunal of Princes, under pretence of. Tem- 
poral Juſtice, 'is no leſs void of Ground and of 
Appearance : And yet there is no Preligial ' or 
Judge Royal, but will ofdain the time of Proceſſ}- 
ons, the Hour of High Maſſes, and many other 
Ceremonies, under colour of publick Convenience; 
thus the Acceflary becames the Principal : And 
whereas the Service of God ſhould preceed all 
things, and be the Rule of Civil Actions, it will 
no longer be in force, than' while the 'Temporal 
Otlicers of Princes will be pleas'd to allow ir. 

I am 
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I im very ſenſible, that ſometimes the Male-Ad” 
miniſtration of Juſtice of thoſe who exert the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Juriſdition, and the Tediouſheſs of the 
Formalities preſcrib'd by the Canons, give a ſpe- 
ious Pretence to the Incroachmerits of the King's 
Officers ;- but it cannot be with Reaſon, ſince one 
Inconvenience does not eſtabliſh another, but obl{- 

es to correct both ; which is what I deſign to 
ew hereafter. ._ TY 

I would willingly paſs under filence the Pre- 
tenſion which the Parliaments have to render every 
thing abuſive which isJudg'd againſt their Decrees, 
to which, by that means, they would give 'the 
force of Ordinances, if I were not oblig”d to.ſhew, 
that this Abuſe is the leſs ſupportable, in. that they 
endeavour by that Encroachment to equal their Au- 
thority to that of their Maſter and of their King. 

The Detriment the Church receives by ſuch F j- 
croachments, is the more inſupportable, in' that it 
hinders the Prelates abſolutely from performing 
their Office. When a Biſhop deſigns to puniſh an 
Eccleſtaltick, he ſtrait removes from. uket bb Ju- 
riſdiction by an Appeal ;" if in making his Viſia- 
tion he makes any Ordinance, the efte& of it is 
immediately ſtopr, by reaſon, that tho? in matters 
of Diſcipline Appeals are only by way of Devolu- 

tion, yet the Parliaments make them! ſuſpenlive 
againſt all manner of Reaſon. 9 An. 

In fine, we may affirm with Truth, that the 
Church is fetter'd ;, and thar, if her Miniſters are 
not blind, yer their Hands are tied ; infomuch 
that tho' they know the Eyil, it is not in their 
Power to redreſs it. * 


That 
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"That which comforts me in this ExtremitY, is, 
that what is impoſlible ro the Church on- this 
Subje&t, will be very cafie to' your Majeſty, on 
whoſe bare Will the remedy ſuch Diſorders de- 


pends, | 
The firſt thing that is to be done in. order 
thereunto, is, to prohibir thoſe Appe for the fu- 


ture ; unleſs in the Caſe of a vilible attempt upon 
the Royal Juriſdiftion, and gf an evident Tranf- 
greſſion of the Ordinances, /which- only . relate to 
the Temporal Authority of ng, and not to the 
Spiritual Authority of the Char | 

This Ordiriance being ſuppos'd, it in order to 
have it regularly obſerv d, your Majeſty will be 
pleas'd ro make a Regulation containing Six Heads. 
You will at once put a ſtop to the. Incroachments 
of the Church, and of the Partiaments. 

The Firſt Head of that Regulation mult order 
all Appeals ot this kind to be ſeal'd with the Great 
Seal, tor the Parliament of Paris ; and that in all 
others, which the Diſtance of your Court obliges 
to make uſe of the Privy Scal, they may not be 
ſeald before three ancient Advocates have athrm'd 
under their Hands, that there is cauſe of Abuleg 
fubmirring to a Fine,in caſe ic be found otherwiſc 
The Second mult declare, thatali Appeals made 
nm point of Dilcipline, ſhall be _ | 
only by way of * Devolutiony ,. "The tte Remedy was 


and not of Suſpen{10n, the Pragmatucal Santi. 
on, ts ſeep the courſe of 
the Secular Judges Uſurf ations over the Eccleſiaſtical furiſdidFion 3 If 
Was erdain'd, That theſe who had a mind to get Litters out of the Chan- 
cf77, to oppoſe the Reſcriprs and Letters of the Popes, ſhou:d bc oblty'd 0 
wote evidently the means by wich they did prezind 1 juſtifie, 1148 ths 


ragmatical Sanftign was irfring «. 
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' The Third muſt order the Abuſe complain'd of 
to be ſpecify'd both in the Appeal, and, in the 
Sentence that ſhall be given upon the fame; which 
is the more neceflary, in that it often comes to 
paſs, that tho' there is only an Errour in poitit of 
Formality, or in ſome particular Head af the 
Sentence, which contains many, when the Parlia- 
ment declares that there is an'Error or Abuſe, the 
Sentence'is held: void in all things ; tho' it ought 
only-ro-be ſo iniooe0f--its Circumſtances, which 
commoaly. is nat yery. material. /. - - 

The Fourth ault;. oblige the Parliaments to 
entcr the Cauſes. ot. the faid Appeals,' upon the 
Rolls before any others, and . to call.-and judge 
them preferrably ta all athers, withaut refcrring 
the fame, to avoid . the. Delays ; which: are. okten 
delir'd by thote,;who only aiming, 46: clude. the 
Puryhment ot .tbewr Crimes, endepyairt -160; tire 
our their ordinzty Judges, fram whom they: Ap- 
peal 5 and becaule. 16 & not reaſanable ta-deprizte 
the Public) of the Adminiſtration. of | Ecaltefaltical 
fuſtice, by making thoſe who. are the princigal Of+ 
kcers of ut bare Solicitors betore a Tribunal which 3s 
inferiour to theirs. 4 a 

The Fitth:cauſt, vnpate a Necetity on the Par- 
lamems, ro Fine and to Condenua. thoſe $0: pay 
the Colts, who ſhall appeal withour a'LegaiCaut, 
v/irhout the Power gf remitting the ſane, ah any 
account, 0! upon any pretence Whatever; and 20 
#11 them back again belore the ſame Judges, from 
wiom they have appeal d without aCauſe z whi 
i the more nece{jary, becauſe rhat © without | this 
Remedy ail Criminals would be at liberty _ 

thery- 


, 
| 


| 
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themſelves of the common Juriſdiction, by Appeal- 

ing without a Cauſe | | 
+ The beſt Ordinances and the juſteſt Regulations 
being often deſpis'd by thoſe who ought to obſerve 
them molt Religioufly ; and the Licentiouſneſs of 
Soveraign Courts often proceeding to that degree,as 
to violate or reform your Orders, according to their 
pleaſure ; the beſt way to. render your Wull efte- 
Ctual, and to make your {elf to be obey*d in a point 
of ſuch; Conſequence, is tg add a Sixth Head to 
the Five foregping, which, will be as cfleCtual a 
Remedy to: oblige / your Officers to perform their 
Duty on that ſubje&, .as that of Appeals is. excel+ 
lent to. hinder.the Eccleſiaſtical Judges from being 
wanting intheirsin the Exerciſe of their Juriſdiion, 
This Remedy requires nothing but to grant the 
humble Petition of your:Clergy, that your Maje- 
{ty would be pleas'd ro allow them to Appeal from 
you to your lelf; by applying themſelves ro. your 
Council, whenever your Parliaments ſhall be 
wanting in the Obſervation of your Orders and 

Regulations. 

is is the more reaſonable, in that whercas, 
in order to ſuppreſs the Incroachments of the 
Church, by appealing to your Judges, Application 
is made to a Fibunal of an Ordet difterent and in- 
feriour by its Nature ; and that ir having recourſe 
to your Council, to put- a ſtop to thoſe of your 
Parliaments, Application is made to an Order, of 
the ſame.kind. And undoubtedly, even thoſe who 
envy the Franchiſes of the Church, .can find; no 
fault with it, ſince that inſtead, of making it inde- 
pendent of 'Femporal Juriſdiction, it adds a De- 
gree to its ſubjechion, ma : 
F 3 Finally, 
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Finally, it will be the more advantagious to 
your Ma'eſty in that, as it will keep the Power 
of the Church within irs own Bounds; it will alſo 
reſtrain that of the Parliaments within the juſt Ex- 
tent, which is gPrefcribd to them by Reaſon and 
by your Laws. 

And ifbeſides your Majeſty's Commands'to your 
Council,to exert the Power they have by your Au- 
thority to hinder the Encroachments of all your 
Subjects, and particularly thoſe of your Officers, 
who adminiſter your Juſtice in this Kingdom, you 
take Care to fill ir, not with Men, whoſe Preten- 
fron and Importunity are the beſt Titles they can 
produce to obtain their Ends, but with Perſons 
choſen for their Merit, from among all your Sub- 
jets ; you will have the SatisfaCtion to ſee, that 
thoſe who will not contain themſelves within the 
bounds of their Duty by Reaſon, will be con- 
ſtrain'd to it by force of Juſtice ; which will not be 
continu'd long, but you will fnd dearly, that what 
was forc'd in the beginning will become voluntary. 


OS Jo: th 


Priviledg"d Caſes, and the means to Regu- 
late the ſame. 


Hoſe who Confecrate themſelves to God, by 
deyoting their Lives to his Church, are ſo 
abſolutely exempred of the Temporal Juriſdiftion 
of Princes, that- they can only be try d by their 
Eceleltaſtical Superiours.” | LE 
Uivine Right,” and-the Law of Natiofis, efla- 
bliſh the 1aid Immunity clearly. The Law of 


Nations, 
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Nations, in that it has been acknowledg'd by all 
Nations. Divine Right, by the Confefſion of all 
Authors who have treated of it, before the Mo- 
dern Juriſprudence of the laſt Age. 

The Church has enjoy'd it until the Male-Ad- 
miniſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Juſtice has open'd a 
way to the Ambition of the Officers of Temporal 
Princes to take Cognizance of the ſame. 

The Church alſo being ſenlible, that the Mis- 
fortunes of the Times hindred them from being 
able to redreſs by their own Power, many Difor- 
ders, which thoſe who were under her Juriſdiction 
were fallen into, refolv'd in order to remove all 
Caufe of Complaint, upon the account of the [m- 
punity of the Crimes, which were committed un- 
der the Protection of her Authority, to give Se- 
cular Judges the Power to take Cognizance of 
thm in certain priviledg'd Ca= + Fifty Tears ago this 
ſes ; f becauſe they could not 5 uery $. & wnne> + 
do it otherwiſe, than by vir- paſſes was unknown 10 1be 
rue of the Priviledge that was hy ___ Su_— 


particularly granted them to #4: Cogmtance whereof 


that effect b.longs to the Ecclifpafti- 
cal Tribunal. 


It muſt be noted, that there is a difterence be- 
tween the Cafes that are ſtyPd Priviledg'd in all 
States, and thoſe that arc particularly pretended 
ſuch in France. 

The Firſt may be reduc'd to T'wo, which are 
Voluntary Homicide with Premeditation, and ma- 
nitclt Apoſtacy, as to perſlwade Clerks to deſpile, 
and to torfake an Eccleliaſtical Lite, to quic the 
Habir of it, and ro live with Scandal in the 
World, euther. in bearing Arms, or in doing 

F 2 any 
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any other ACtion direfAly contrary to their Pro” 
feſſion. 

The number of the Second were inconſiderable 
at firſt, When the Pragmatical Santtion was elta- 
bliſh'd, there were but two ; the bearing of Arms, 
and the Infraction of the King's Safeguard ; bur 
by degrees they have been extended farther. 

All Trefpaſſes againſt the Pragmatical San#ion 
have been [ney Criminal Caſes. 

* Agreement made be- That of the * Concordats 
mw-en King Francis the 1. —” becn put in the ſame 


and Pepe Leo the 10. 4- 
bout Benefices, ank. 


The Verification of Cedules before the Judge 
Royal is alſo deem's of the ſame kind. 

Raviſhments, Robberies upon the High Ways, 
Falſe Witneſles, Coining, High Treaſon, and all 
enormous Crimes are deem'd to be of the fame 
natare by the Parliaments. 

In fine, it we believe them all the Faults of Ec- 
clefiafticks, even common Injuries are priviledg'd 
Caſes, there are no longer common 'Treſpaſles. 

Such Crimes as are granted to be priviledg'd 
Cafes, in all States, are own'd as ſuch by the una- 
nimous Opinion of the whole Church ; and ma- 
ny of thoſe that are:decm'd ſuch in this Kingdom, 
are ſo by Abuſe, and by the Incroachments of the 
Oikcers Royal. 

"They have been the boider ja afluming the 
Cognizance of all the Deportments of, Clerks, by 
reaton that, according to the Order ofthe Canons, 
Which requires threeconformable Sentences for the 
Condemnation of. their Faults, it is very dithcult 
to puniſh even the molt notable, and impoſhble to 
dot in a ſhort time. 
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Altho' this Pretence is plauſible, and that it re- 

ires a Reformation of the Formalities obſery'd 
in the adminiſtration of the Juſtice of the Church ; 
nevertheleſs, the ancient Lawyers could not for- 
bear blaming the ſaid Incroachment publick- 
ly. And it is no Argument to urge, that thoſe 
Crimes which render Eccleſiaſticks unworthy: of 
their Character, deprive ther at the fame coime 
of their Immunities ; fince by fuch Arguments 
many Concluſions would be inferr'd as falſe as pre- 
judicial, even to thoſe, who draw fſuch- Conſe- 
GUENCEs. 

The only Conſequence that can be inferr'd of 
the Delays and Irregularities obſerv'd in the. Ad- 
miniſtration of the Juſtice of the Church, is, thar ic 
is neceflary to remedy the fame z and that as.the 
Keelefiaſticks are oblig'd ſo to do, fo Kings are 
oblig'd to maintain them in the Immunities which 
God has been pleas'd to conter on his Church. 

in order to diſcharge theſe Obligations, the 
Church is obligd to remedy, by the means we 
ſhall propoſe hereafter, the intolerable Delays of 
theſe Sentences, requir'd by the ancient Canons ; 
and m the next place, to become ſo exact in the 
puniſhment of the Crimes committed by thoſe that 
are under her Juriſdiftion, that as ſoon as a Scan- 
dal is diſcover'd, the exemplary Puniſhment of the 
ſame may be known as ſoon as the Offence. 

And the King making a Declaration ro expreſs 
all the priviledg'd Caſes,” which may be reduc'd 
to thoſe which may be committed by ſuch, and in 
all States, and in all Orders ; and belides, in the 
bearing of Arms, the InfraQion of the King's 
Safeguard, the Verilication .of Cedules, ma- 

F 4 nifeſt 
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nifeſt Apoſtacy, as it is above explain'd, Robbe- 
ries on the High Way, Coining, and all Crimes 
of Leze-Majeſty, muſt abſolutely forbid his Ofi- 
cers to take Cognizance of any other Caſes, until 
the Accus'd be ſent to them by the Judges of the 
Church ; and that in caſe they infringe the faid 
Order, their Puniſhment may be known almoſt as 
ſoon as their Treſpaſs. 

Now fince Juſtice requires an exa&t knowledge 
of a Fault before it can be puniſh'd; and that 
Kings cannot adminilter. Juſtice themſelves to all 
their Subjects : His Majeſty will diſcharge his 
Obligation, in ordering his Privy Council to re- 
ceive the Complaints ot the Infractions made by 
his Officers of -what Quality ſoever, to ſuch a Re- 
_ and to puniſh their Incroachments ſevere- 
y : In which caſe the Church' being fatisfy'd with 
tuch an Order, will be the more careful to admi- 
nilter Juitice, when they do rcceive it from their 

Prince. 


S& © I. IV. 


TEDich ſnews the Conſequence of t5e Regalia pre- 
rendea by the Holy Chappel of Paris over the 
hops of France, and opens a way ro ſuppreſs 
ine ſame. 


0:8y Letters Patent of Ltho? the Canons of the 
3< 3» ares T1H* TID " 
qrvnred that- favehy 10 Holy Chappel ” of Pa- 


14.4 Hely Chappal, rind p45 maintain, that the Regalia 
«f the G ft Charles th: , | : 
<1h hait wade te the of © Was given them by St. Lewis 


: tie nemainder <> «ll th: 


fccounts deliwr'd tn the amber, wich be defir'd to b: employ'd for the 
Rrparanen both of the Pataie and if the Hely Chappe!, | 
21 their 
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their Founder : Yet it is molt certain, that the firſt 
Grant we find of it is of Charles the 7th, which 
allows them for three years only the right of en- 
joying the Temporal Revenue of the vacant Bi- 
ſhopricks, over which the Regalza ſhould be found 
ro have a Right. The time of the ſaid Grant be- 
ing expir'd, he continu'd the ſame for three years 
longer, and for the four following ; the whole on 
condition, that one half of the Money ariſing 
thereby ſhould be imploy*d for the maintenance of 
the Chanters who were to perform the Service ; 
and the other, for the Reparation of the Glaſs 
Windows and Ornaments, and for the mainte- 
nance of the Choiriſters, according as it ſhould be 
ordain'd by the Chamber of Accounts of Paris. 

Charles the 7th being dead, his Son Lex the 
11th continu'd the ſame Favour to the Holy 
Chappel, during his Lite, which was look'd upon 
to be ſo extraordinary, that the Chamber of Ac- 
counts would only verihe the Letters Patents 
thereof for Nine Years. 

After the Reign of Lewis the 1 1th, his Succeſ- 
ſors Charles the Sth, Francis the 1ſt, and Henry 
the 2d continu'd the fame Favour during their 
Lives. 

Charles the gth went far- _ 
ther, ® and grantedto Perpetu- 6} RI bene 
ity to the Holy Chappel, what 
his Predeceflors had only granted them for a time. 

The Intention thoſe Princes had is praiſe-wor- 
thy, {ince they gave a Right which wid belong to 
them to a good end. Bur the Ule thoſe of the 
Holy Chappel have made of it can never be fufh- 
ciently blam'd, ſince that inltead of being farisfy'd 

with 
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with what was given them, they have endeavour 
ander thar prerence, to make all the Biſhopricks of 
France ſubjeft to the Repalia. 

The Parliament of Paris, which pretend to be 
the only Judges of the Regalia, have been blinded 
to'thar degree by OY as to make no Scru- 

ple to declare even all thoſe Bi- 
Blah ſhopricks, + which in our days 
have been united to the Crown, liable to that Servi- 
fude ; and ro order the Advocates in proper terms 
no longer to queſtion, but that the extent of rhe 
Regalia was as large as that of the Kingdom. 

This Incroachment being roo viſible to pro- 
duce any Efte&t, induc'd the Churches which were 
nor liable to that Right no longer to acknowledge 
ear "Tribunal for Judges, and the Kings to reter 
all ſuch-Caufes ro their Councit. 

Fhe extent of that Right over all the Biſhop» 
ricks of the Kingdom, isa Pretenſ{ton ſo ill ground- 
ed, that in order to diſcover the Injuſtice thereof, 

ens , it will be ſufficient - read a 

® Tas Deed begins with Fong ®. the Original of which 

UOTE I is in the Chamber of Accounts, 
which the Preſident Le Maitre caus'd to be printed, 
which gave an Account of the Biſhopricks that are 
fubjeCt to the Regalin, and of thoſe that are free 
from ir. 

Formerty the common Opinion was, that there 

was no Regalia beyond the Ri- 

gf Vie Ordinance, Dm! yer Loire f, the Kings Lewis 

lol wb}. ex be le Groſs and Lewis the Young 

Regan. FO exempted the Arthbiſhoprick 
win ab: 4th in by - ad YC 

Phibypites of che T:ar of Bordeaux, and the Suftra- 


you np re {57ma - ganstheredf, of the fame, __ 


es es. a _ - 


—_ 
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mord Count of Tholowſe grant- 
ed the fame Favour to the Br 
ſhops of Provence and of Lan- 
gnedoc, which was afterwards 
confirmed to them by Philip te 
Bell; and St. Lewis yielded 
the Regalia of all Brittany to 
the Dukes of the Country, ' by 
the Treaty he made with Peter 
Aau-clere ; which ſhews, that 
he did not give it to the Holy 
Chappel when he founded ir. 


Philip rhe 616 in hir 
Ordinance of the Tear 
1234. ſpeaks thas, In the 
Biſhopricks in which we 
have a Regalis. 

Lewis the 12th in his 
Ordinance of 1499. cited 
by the firſt Preſident Le 
Maitre, We have and d5 
forbid all our Otkcers in 
the Archbiſhopricks, Bi- 
Aopricks, Abbies, and ©. 
rher Benefices, in which 
we have no Right of Re- 
yalia, orof Guard, to e+ 
ſtabliſh any there,on pain 
of beirg puniſh'd as guil- 
ty of Sacrilege, 

Paſquier in the 3d Book, 
of Enguiries, chap. 13. 


The late King Henry the 4th, by his Edi@® «ff the Teay 1606, Avr. 17% 
We only deſign to enjoy the Rights of the Regelie, 25 our Predeceſfors 


and our ſelves have done heretofore, without exrending the ſame to 


the Prejudice of th: Churches, that are exempted from ir. An that 
good Priniee believing that the Paviiament of Paris would judge to the con- 
irary, ſuſpended all the Cauſes about the Regalia for 4 year by his Letters 
Patent of the 6thef OFob. r609,. 

The King now Rugning bawing inherited his Piety as well as his Kingdom, 
a_—_ the Ro of 1629. Art.16, That he only phe han en- 
joy the Rygalis a it has been dove forthe time And the Clergy 
baving complain'd, that thoſe Terms were not expreſs enoug 
h:s Commiſſioners to make this Anſwer, That the Ordinance being refer'd 
5 thzr, of 1606. thoſ® Terms were ſoffcient ro farisfie rhe World, that 
he did nor defire to enjoy the Reglis in thoſe places where it has not 
b.en enjoy'd for the time paſt. 

Tre Ordinance, Dominus Rex, makes uſe of theſe Words, Confuevir 
capare Regi'iam. 

Philip cb: 47h, in his Ordinencn of 1302. ſay, Regalias, quas Nog 
& Praxdeceſſores ndſtri conſuevimus precipere. | 

And the Philippine of the Tear 1 334. Our Predeceffors Kings upon 
the Account of the Regaiia, and the Nobility of the Crown of France 
have ugd and have been accuftom'd ro be in Poſſeſſion and Seiſflo. And 
ſince all ;he Kings in thay Ordinances have only ſpeken of the Cuſtem and 
of their Peoſſeſſions. 


Seyeral other Biſhopricks, as Lyons, Autwn , 
Auxerre, and divers others, are ſo undoubtedly 
tree from that Subjetion, that no body calls it in- 


to queſtion, 
The 
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The Ordinances made at divers times ſhew 
clearly, that the Kings of France never did pre- 
rend to have a Regaha over all the Biſhopricks ; 
and that Truth is fo evident, that Paſquier the 
King's Advocate in the Chamber of Accounts, is 
forc'd to confeſs, that he who maintains that Do- 
Erine, is rather & Court Flatterer than a French 
Lawyer. Theſe are his very Words. 

The Ignorance, or rather the want of Spirit, 
and [Intereſt of ſome Biſhops, has contributed very 
much towards the Vexation the Prelates of this 
Kingdom ſuffer at this time, who, to free them- 
ſelves of the Perſecution they did receive in their 
own particular, have made no ſcruple to receive 
Acquittances from the Holy Chappel for Sums they 
never paid. 

The Opinion they had, that in diſputing their 
Right before Judges who were their Parties, they 
would be condemn'd, has perſwaded them thur 
they might innocently commit ſuch a Fault, the 
Conſequence of which would be very dangerous, 
if your Majeſty's Goodneſs did not repair the harm 
done by their Weakneſs. 

Common Right requiring the Diſpoſition of the 
Fruits of a vacant Benefice, to be relerv'd for the 
future Succeſſor ; the contrary cannot be done with- 
out an Authentick Title to impower one 1o to do. 

Yet we hind none of that kind to jultihe the 
Pretenlions of Kings, to diſpoſe of them according 
to their Pleaſure ; tor want of which they are ftorc'd 
to have recoutle to Cuſtom. 

1 his Truth is fo certain, that all the Ordinances 
made upon that Subject only maintain their anci» 
ent Pollethon. Y 

As 
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As it is very eafie for Soveraign Princes, by di- 
vers Pretences, to attribute that ro themſelves 
which does not belong to them ; and that there- 
by an unjuſt Uſurpation in the beginning, may 
in proceſs of time be deem'd Lawful, by virtue of 
Polleſion: There may be a great deal of Reaſon 
ro queſtion, Whether Cuſtom can have the force 
of an authentick Title in the caſe of Soveraigns. 

But not deſigning to diſpute your Majeſty's 
Rights, but only to perſuade you to regulate them, 
inſomuch that they may not endanger the Salvation 
of Souls ; without endeavouring any farther to exa- 
mine the Source and the Foundation of the Rega 
lia's, which I fuppoſle valid; I only delign to examine 
what the Holy Chappel can pretend by virtue of 
thoſe Conceſſions of your Predeceſlors, and to pro- 
poſe the Remedy of the Abuſe which is commuted 
inthe enjoyment of ſuch a Grant. 

It often happens, that a Biſhop who is Rich in 
all the Qualifications requir'd by the Canons, and 
which the Piety of Good Men can deſwe mm him, 
but Poor by his Birth, remains two or three Years 
incapable of performing the Duty of his Office, 
both by the Payment of the Bulls, to which he is 
oblig'd by the Concordates, which often ſweep 
away*a whole Year's Revenue, and upon the ac- 
count of this new Right, which takes away ano- 
ther. So that adding to theſe two Expences the 
Charge he muſt be at to buy the Ornaments he 
ſtands-in need of, and to furniſh his Houſe accor- 
ding to his Dignity ; ir will often be found, thar 
three Years are paſs d, before he can receive any 
thing for his Maintenance : For which realon, 
many of-them do not go to their Biſhopricks, ex- 

culing 
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calng themſelves upon neceflity; -or laying afide 
Houle-keeping, deprive themſelves of the Reputa- 
tion they ought to have to feed their Flock , as 
well by Adt of Charity, as by Words. - 

It alſo often. comes to pals, that to avoid theſe 
Inconveniencies, ;they cngage themſelves fo far, 
that ome are prevail'd with to pradtſie illegal 
means to acquit their Debts : And thoſe who do 
not fall into that Exeremity, live in perpetual Mi- 
ſery, and finally -fruftrate their Creditors of what 
they. owe them, for want of Power to pay them. 

The Remedy x0 that.Evil, is as cafie. as necel- 
ſary, {ince it only' requires the aunexing to the 
Holy Chappel, an Abbey of equal Revenue with 
that which they can: xeceive by that Serlement. 

- . dome perhaps wul ſay, Thar; 4ti; will not be 
eaſe to clear this; Point as it ſhauld. bs, :þy reaſon 
of the difhculty the ſaid Society will, make of dil- 
goling:thar whighthey delign 40 congegl + Bur if 
Faur Majeſty orders them to juſtifie in two Months 
time, by the Agts of: their Regiſters; Whar they 
did &joy betore the perpetual Concetiien- made to 
them: by Charles IX. and that on. pain, of forfei- 
ting! the faid Right; this lawtul Proceeding will 
loan diſcover what is, necellary ro be done, to re- 
compence the Grant they have recciv'd from your 

I am ſenlible, that the ſaid Chapter will pretend, 
this the Revenue they receive by the, Regakia, 
ought to be cantider'd, . according to what they 
enjoy by it at-preſent; but whereas: it, '$ certain, 
thot they were no ſooner certain of the perpetuity 
of-thart Grant, but they extended -it on divers Bi- 
ſhopricks that were not liable to ity ix3s won 
_ r 
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that the. Fine 1 13 47 is that on which:;you may 
juſtly take your Meaſures. | 

I; your Majeſty will be pleas'd to do this, yau 
will calily procure an incredible advantdge to yeur 
Church, by which means the Souls will more _ca{t- 
hy receive the Food that is ſo ineceflary far thegg, 
and which they ought to expect from their .Paſtays. 

If, in the next place, you continue the Re 
tion you have taken and which you" have prafti 
for a conſiderable time, Not to grant any Penliap 
on Biſhopricks, which is abſolutely neceflary, yu 
will admit nathing in your Power, to put \Bilkqgs 
aut of danger of not being able to perform ther 
Duty tor Want. 


"'F Yet oh / 


Of the, Neceuy of Protradting . rhe Delays that aw 
#5'd in the Courſe of Exclefigſ; ical Fuſtice 5 from 
whence it happens, thas three Crimes remain uw 
preniſh'd. 


TW? Very body knows, that the Orders which aw 
meerly. Political in' the Church, gay. and} 
ought often to be chang d, according to the Alw- 
ratzon.of Times. In the Purity of the Grlk As 
of Chriftianity, ſome Eftabliſhments of thatku 
weze gaod, Which at preleat would be ves 

Timegwhich is the Father of all Corraptianhaving 
render'd the Manners of Eccleliaſticks difterent-iran 
what they were in the Fervar of their firlt Zadl; 
3t 1s certain, that whereas during the courle of fe- 
Feral innogeut Years, the Church, in which oe 


& 

Zeal of the Prelates made them as ſevere in the Pi}- 
niſhment of Crimes, as they are lack aud negli- 
gent in that Performance at preſent. It is certain, 
I fay, that whereas in thoſs Days the Delays of 
the Formalities, obſerv'd in the Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiftion, were of no ill Conſequence, they Its 
yery prejudicial at preſent ; and Reaſou does not 
permit the continuanco of the ſame. 

This Conlideration makes it very neceſſary to 
aboliſh the ancient Order preſcribed by the Canons, 
which requires three contormable Sentences for the 
Conviction of Clerks. 

"The ill uſe that has been made, for a long while, 
of the ſaid Order, Author of all Impiety, and con- 
ſequently of the Diſorders of the Church, obliges 
it to do it ſelf Juſtice in that point, to remove all 
Pretence from Temporal Judges , to follow the 
Opinion of certain Theologians who have made 
no ſcruple to ſay, That it were better the Or- 
der ſhould be revers'd by an Incompetent Judge, 
than to ſee Diſorder reign. | 

It is impoſſible ta take away the Right of Juriſ- 
diction of the Archbiſhopricks, of the Primates of 
the Holy See ; but whereas it often comes to paſs, 
that Sixor Seven Sentences are given, before 
Three of them happen to be conformable to one 
another, the faid Inconvenience may be remov d, 
by ordering the Sentence of the Judges Dele- 
gated by the Pope, upon the Appeal of the Pri- 
mate, or Archbilbop, to be definitive and abſo- 
lute; and ro the end this laſt Judgment may be 
obtained ſpeedily, and that the Zcal of rhe Church 
may appear in the good Adminiſtration of their 
Juſtice, it will be fit his Majeſty would be pleas'd 


ro 
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to joyn with his Clergy, to obtain from the Holy 
See, that inſtead of having recourſe ro Rome, inal 
the particular Caſes that are ra be Tried, his Holi- 
neſs would be pleas'd ro Delegaic, in all the Pro- 
vinces of the Kingdom, Perions of Capacicy arid 
Probity, with a Power to Judge Soveraignly of all 
Appeals made in his Tribunal, without any new 
Reſcripts. 

This Propofition cannot be odious at Rome, 
ſince the Concordate obliges the Pope to Delegate 
in partibus, tor the Decilion of the Cauſes that are 
depending there ; this difference will only be tound, 
That whereas at preſent there. is a neceſſity of ha» 
ving recourie to kome in every Caulſe,tor the Dele- 
pation of thoſe Judges, they will chea be all ready 

(ominated for the Deciſion of all the Cauſes of the 
Kingdom ; which facilitating the Puniſhment of 
the Crimes of the Eccleſiafticks, will remove 
all pretences of the Parliament's Incroaching, as 
they do, upon the Juſtice of the Church, and all 
oubjects of Complaints from the Eccleiualticks as 
gainſt them. 

And thereby the Mouths of thole that are open 
Enemies of the Church, or envious of her Immu- 
nities, will be ſhut; and her belt Children was 
have been- {tent hitherto upon thar Subject, will 
maintain her Cauſe, and ipeak boldly aud freely 
to defend her Liberty, agiinlt rhule who wont 
oppreſs it without Reaſon. 

I am ſenfable, that the Holy See will fear, left 
thoſe o—_— ſhould become perpetual Dicttors 
in time ; but the changing of them from time tg 
time, Which I think to be fit and necetfary, will 
© remove the fear of that Inconvenience; any con= 
| G Liang: 
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tinuing to ſue out the Appeals .at Rome in every 
Cauſe which may be ſuffered, the Rights of the 
Holy See will reniain entire, * without any dimi- 
nution. | 

It may be urg'd., That it will require no 
more time to obtain a new Delegation of 
Judges from Reme, for cvery Crime that ſhall be 
committed, than to ſue out an Appeal to remove 
the Cauſe, before thoſe that are already Delegated; 
but thething 1s very difteretit, ſince it is certain, 
that one of the principal Abuſes which hinders the 
Puniſhment of the Crimes of the Clerks, conliſts 
in that the Appellarit commonly obtains at Rome 
his Removal, likes ſuch a Judge as he thinks fit in 


France, by Colluſion with the Benchers, who - 


for Money ſerve their Clients as they pleaſe. 
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Which repreſents t'e Prejudice 'ths' Church receives 
by the Four Exemptions ſeveral Churches enjoy, 
to the Prejudice of the Common 'Right ; and pro- 
poſes Means to remedy the ſame. 


Xemption, is a Diſpenſition, or Relaxation of 
the Obligation we lay under to Obey our Su- 
periours: They are of difterent kinds; ſome are of 
Right, others of Fact. | 
The Exemptions of Right, are thoſe we enjoy 
by the Conceſlion of a lawful Superiour , who 
grants them upon mature Deliberation, and for 
certain Reaſons. 


The 
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The Exemptions of Fa&t,are thoſe we are in poſ- 
ſeffion of withouta Title, * bur * 2554 enim, que fine 
only by the uſe thereof Time LT Ln 
our of Mind. «ls, lay rhe Canons. 

The Exemptions of Right are approv'd of by 
all Caſuiſts, as granted by a Lawtul Authority. 

Thoſe of Fact, though not lawful in themſelves, 
are not always condemn'd by them ; becauſe thoſe 
that have enjoy'd a Priviledge 'I'ime out of Mind, 
had formerly Bulls for the fame, though: they can- 
not produce then. ; 

There are Three difterett Exemptions of Places ; 
The Firſt is that of Mendicant- Monafteries, which 
the Biſhop does not vilit, though he is receiv'd fo- 
lemnly there, whenever he goesthither, may- hold: 
his Orders there, and perform all the Epiſcopal 
Fun&tions, whenever he thinks fit. 

The Second is of many other Places, in which 
they are not receiv'd, and can perform no Epiſco- 
pal FunCtion, unleſs they make a Dectaration,; 
Thar it is without prejudice to the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of the ſaid Places. The Abbeys of Marmou- 
tier, and of Vendojme, and many others, are of 
this kind. 

The Third is of certain 'Territories, in the ex- 
tent of which, the Biſhop exerts no Juriſdiction,; 
not even over the Laity ; . over which, 'thoſe who 
enjoy ſuch Exemptions, have the ſole Juriſdiftiong 
and the Power commonly call'd, Lex Dioczſana : 
The Abbeys of S. Germans des Prex,, or of the 
Fields, of Corbie, of S. Florent le Vieil, of Feſcamp, 
and many others are of this kind within the hal 
extent of their Territories, the Monks themſelves 
exert all the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. 
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They give Diſpenſations of Banes ; they ap- 
point Monitories; they publiſh Jubilees, aſſign the 
Stations after the Orders are come from Rome ; the 
Viſa's are expedited in their Names. Moreover, 
they pretend a Right to chuſe whatever Biſhops 
they think fit. to give Orders, without. Leave 
from their Dioceſan Biſhop. | 

Finally, they give Demiſſories to receive Orders 
from any Biſhop. 


The Chapter of Chartres enjoys this Exemption ;' 


by virtue of which, the Biſhop cannot make his 
Entry into the Church, without giving an AQt, by 
which he promiles. to, preſerve the Priviledges of 
the Church, nor make any Viſitation, either of 
the Holy Sacrament, or of the Holy Oyls. 

Thole Perſons -are fo far exempted trom the Ju- 
riidiction of the Biſhops, that when a Canon be- 
comes a Delinquent, the Chapter nominates the 
Judges tbat are to Try him ; andit there be an Ap- 

-of judgment, they apply themſelves to Rome, 
to have judges in Partibus, becauſe that Church 
ad Sanitam Romanam Eccleſiam , admiſſo nullo 
med, pertmet. © - 

They publiſh Indulgences ; they have: a hun- 
dred and odd Pariſhes; they exert all the Dioceſan 
Juriſdition, and the Appeal of all their Sentences 
carried to Rome: They ordain all General Pro- 
cellions. -- 

St. Martin of Tours enjoys the ſame Priviledges. 

Four forrs bf Perſons are particularly exempred 
in the Church ; the Archbilkops of the Primates ; 
the Bilhops of rhe Archbilhops; the Monks, and 
the Religious of | the Biſhops; and the Canons of 
abc Biſhops and Archbiſhop. 
my ; 'T hoſs 
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Thoſe Exemptions differ in many Circum- 
ſtances; ſome only exempt Perſons, and others 
alſo exempt the Place of their Abode, and thatdif- 


ferently. 


- 5 *'Tis but 60 Tars are, 
Anciently the Archbiſhops HO 


were ſubject to the Primates *, Rein has becn freed of 
th: Toke of the Primate 
to whom the Pope ſent the bros th nr he ge 
Pallium to exert Power and hjim{ilf Irimate +f Nar- 
Authority over th: Metropo- *4y. 
litans. But ſince thoſe of France, excepting thoſe 
, . C3 . 
of Tours, of Sens, and of Paris, have obtain d, ci- 
ther by Bulls, or by Preſcription, leave to have 
no Dependance on the Primates, 
Some Biſhops F have alſo + Tv Bjbop du Poy is 
-j n . exempred from the Jus 
obtain d F the Exemption of ri/dittion of the Arch- 
their Subjection to their Arch- 6/hepr:ick, of Bourges,and 

0 » fo arc many othey; in It2- 
biſhops irom the OÞC. ly ; yet they are eblrg'd ts 
appear in the Frouvimcict Councils that ave held by the Archbiſhops. 

Sr, Gregory of Tours exempred an Hoſpital, « Church, and a Monaſtery 
from the Jurijdittion of the Biſheps of Autun, at the Requeſt of Qucen 
Bruncha't, and of her Grandſon King Thierry 

Crotbert Archbiſhop ef Tours excmpred the Monaſicry of Sr, Martin 
from his Furiſdifiton, 


The Monks are almoſt all exempted from the 
Common Juriſdiction, #nd their Right is grounded 
on the free Conceſſion of their Biſhops, or of the 
Popes ; their moſt ancient Exemptions, are thoſe 
that were granted them 7” or'$,;q 'ears ago, by 
the Biihops and Archbiſhops 3 bu... thoſe they 
have obrain'd fince, have been granted by the 
Popes, to one of theſe ends, either leaſt the Pre- 
ſence and Court of the Biſhops ſhould diſturb their 
Solitude, or to free them from the Rigour of ſome, 
« Ap they were, or pretended to be ſeverely 
us d, 
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Thelaſt that have been exempted from the Juriſ- 
diction of their Superiours, are the Canons. In 
their 6rſt Inſtitution they were fo ſtritly bound 
and united to their Biſhops, the at they could do no- 
thing without their leave ; and to endeavour to 
free themſelves of their Obedience to them, would 
have bcen look d upon as the greateſt Crime they | 
commit in thote days 

Many have been of Opinion, that they have 
obtain'd al: their Exemptions from the Anti-Popes, 
or thar they are evidently furrepritious, or barely 
grounded on the Poſlciion of a 'I'ime out of Mind; 
but it is molt certain, that ſome of them are more 
ancient than the Schilms, and more authoriz'd than 
thofe which draw their Force and Virtue trom the 
{\nti Popes. | 

: | The molt lawtul have grant- 
hn Ie fi can cd ſome; * either. in Contir- 
rer of Par's, ſpws, har mation of the Conceſſions of 
os #pes Have granie® the Biſhops, or of the Agree- 

ments made witi-chem ; : or of 
their own accord, ner prerence to ſecurethe Ca- 
agus againlt the il] Uſiges they did receive from 

F212, - 
be! = J ws. 

In, order ao enctrate inro the bottom of this 
matter, and Excarly to diftinguith the good Ex- 
G33; BOY T Rome bad, we m1 wit conlider the Bulls 
Ls which ith ,.cAuthoriz'd diftercatly. 

_ Tha%, that were granted by the Popes before 

:c Mislorture of the Schitns are different from 
ME Siich were granted {ince ©..c Extinction of 
kg lame. 

Tae lirik fort muſt be look'd upun as | 00d and 
valid ; but yer fuch Bulls being ankxemption w_ 

the 


| 
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the common Right, which is always odious, muſt 
be carefully examin'd, for fear of being miſtaken 
in the Tenor of them ; ſince it is certain, that 
pany are produc'd as Bulls of Exemption, which 
are only Bulls of Protection, which were obtain'd 
anciently ; and Bulls, which grant ſome particular 
Priviledges, but not an Exemption from the uſual 
Juriſdiftion ; or Bulls, which only authorize Chaps» 
ters to ere&& a JurildiQtion inferiour to that of the 
Biſhops ; like unto thoſe of the Arch-Deacons, 
who in ſome Churches have a right to Exeommu- 
nicate, to Interdi&t, and to injoin publick Penances, 
tho? they are ſtill ſubordinate ro the Biſhop's Ju- 
riſdiCtion, 

As for the ſecond fort, as they are void in them- 
ſelves,for want of a Lawful Authority in thoſe who 
did grant them, particularly by the Conſtitution of 
Pope Martin the 5th, * which 
annihilates all Bulls obtain'd _ * 7 Exemptions of 
during the Schiſms, no body a ona > : 
can pretend, without Malice or — _ ng on 
I7norance,to make uſe of them teen obrain'd by the Anti 
to the Prejudice of the Com- P94 
mon Right. 

The third fort have been granted, either to ſerve 
for new Exemptions, or to conhrm preceding 
ones. 

The firſt muſt be reputed void, either becauſe 
they are direCtly oppolite to the Decree mention'd 
by Martin the 5th; or becauſe they have been 
ſurreptitiouſly obtain'd, as the Parliament of Paris 
and Tholouſe have adjudg'd it, againſt the Chapters 
of Angers and Cabors. 


G 4 The 


(54) 

The ſecond being only granted to confirm an 
ancient Right, which is never found tobe lawfull 
eſtab!i{'d, muſt, in the Judgment of all Imparrtial 
Perlons, be look'd upon as of no EffeQ. « 

It now remains'to ſee whe- 

® The Ex-mprien of Av= ther the Exemptions * ground- 

xere, Noy *'-, O l::ns, D 

Beaovais,Chaloz:angrs ©d on the bare Conceflions 
os Foo % made by the Biſhops, or on the 
ens of 1« Biſheps, and rhe Agreements and Arbitral Sen- 
gr-em.nt made ameng tences interpos d upon that Sub- 
ther, . . . 
ject againſt them , and their 

C hipters, are good and valid. 

If it be never lawful tor Biſhops to alienate their 
"Temporal without an evident Advantage and Pro- 
fit, much leſs can they renounce their Spiritual Au- 
thority, to the great prejudice of the Church, 
which thereby fees her Members divided from the 
Head, and theRule v-hercby ir ſubliſts chang'd in- 
to a Confuſion, which deſtroys ir. 

The Nullicy of Agreements, mutual Promiſes, 
or Arbicral Sentences is very vilible by that Princi- 

le: No Man can compromite or transfer a thing, 
the Liſpolition el is not 1n his Power; and 
it tzore be any Authors who are of Opinion, that 
Spiicual things may be transferr'd, all in general 
except ſome, among which tne SubjeCtion of this 
nature is the firſt : And indecd thoſe fort of Tirles 
are ſo invalid in the Cafe in queſtion, that tho' 
they were confirm'd by the Popes, they would not 
be ſufficient to deprive of their Right the Succeſ- 
fors of the Biſhops, who have parted with their 
Superiority in one of the three ways above ipe- 
ciiyd, : 


As 
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As Reaſon ſhews that none of theſe ways can be 
of force againſt common Right ; it allo ſhews, that 
Bulls barely confirming the ſaid Conceiitons, Agrees 
ments, or Arbitral Sentences, give no Right to 
thoſe who would make uſe of them, becauſe they 
can have no more Force than the Foundation they 
ſuppole. PRE, " 

One Point only remains liable to Examination, 
wit, Whether the Cuſtom and ancient Poſlcfſion 
which Chapters claim againſt the Authority of 
their Biſhops, 1s a Titic tufficiently valid.ro make 
the Church undergo the Prejudice it fufters by 
Exemprions. 

* Cuſtom is a very deceit- 
ful Rule ; the ill ones, tho? ne- ——_—_— 
never fo ancient, are univerſal- cuntur conſuetwdinem no» 
ly condemn'd ; and all thoſe _ » auoſi con- 

: X major ſir verit as 
that are againſt common right, fe, aut non ſaerit in (pie 
and deſtroy an Order eltablith'd = ramps agreed 

x ; Met nertr @ ſpirits 
by Eccleliaſtical Conſtitutions, ſanfte revelatum, 
muſt be repurcd fo, and can 
be no juſt ground of Preſcription, much leſs 
in what relates to Ecclfhii!tical” than” co Civil 
Laws, fince the Settlements of the Church are 
grounded on a more certain Principle ; and the 
Dittculty propos's muſt be” decided every where, 
by faying, That Cuſtom may ſerve as a Title in 
thoſe things which may be poſlels'd by common 
Right, but never in thoſe in which Polleflion vi- 
olates it 3 in which, Caſe - it is abſoiutely, void, 
unlels it be accompany'd with a Title ſo Authen- 
tick, that it may be liable ro no manner of Sulſpt- 
cion : Whence it reſults, Thir Common Right 
ſubmirting all Canons to their Biſhops, there is no 
7 Cultonz 
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Cuſtom ſufficiently powerful to exempt them from 
that SubjeCtion. 

It is impoſſible to imagine the many Evils Ex- 
emprions are the Source of. They overthrow the 
Order the Church has eſtabliſh'd conſonant to 
Reaſon, which requires Inferiours to be ſubje&t to 
their Superiours. They ruine the Concord which 
ought to be. between the Head and the Members; 
they authorize all forts of Violences, and leave 
many Crimes unpuniſh'd, as well in the Perſon of 
the Priviledg'd ; as in that of many Libertines, 
who take the Adyantage of them to ſecure them- 
ſelves: 

There are two ways to redreſs that Evil, either 
by annihilating the Exemprions abſolutely, or by 
regulating them. 

I am very ſenſible that the firſt Expedient, as 
the moſt abſolute, is the moſt dithcult : Bur fince 
it-is not impoſiible, I will nevertheleſs propoſe 
it to your Majeſty, who has ever delighted in do- 
ing that which your Predeceflors durſt not at- 
tempt. 

: However, I do not think it proper in relation 
to the Exemptions which Monks and their Mo- 
naſteries enjoy. - As they are diſpers'd in divers 
Dioceſes, 'the Uniformity at Mind, which ought 
fo reign among them, requires, that inſtead of 
their being govern'd by divers Biſhops, whoſe 
Minds are Nfrevit, they ſhould be under the Go- 
vernment of one- Regular Chief ; upon which 
Foundation I affirm boldly, "That ir is as neceſſa- 
ry to allow them the Poſletſon -of the lawful Ex- 
emptions they enjoy, as it is jul ro know the Va- 
lidity of them, by the Examination of their _, 
[ het FUSNEL which 
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which they extend ſometimes farther than Reaſon 
requires. 

g = I ſay moreover, that the other Exemptions 
may be aboliſh'd with ſo much Advantage for the 
Church, that that Univerſal Motive is ſufficient to 
make one deſpiſe particular Intereſts on that occa- 
ſion. 

When a thing is juſt, it is a ſufficient Induce- 
ment for us to undertake it; and we are abſo+ 
lutely oblig'd to do it when it is altogether ne- 
ceflary. 

The Church having ſubfiſted hitherto without 
the Alteration I propoſe, I do not ſuppoſe it has 
this laſt Quality ; but I ſay, that it would be 
very uſefu], in that ir would leave no ſubject of 
Excuſe to the Biſhops, in caſe they were wanting 
in their Duty. 

To make uſe of this firſt Expedient would only 
require a Revocation made by his Holineſs of the 
Exemptions and Priviledges in queſtion, and a 
Power given to the Biſhops to exert their Juriſdi- 
fon over their Chapters, and all other priviledg'd 
Perſons, except thole above mention'd. 

Such a Bull, accompany'd by a- Declaration 
trom your Majeſty, verify'd in your Parliaments 
and in your Council, would break the Fetters 
which tie the Hands of the Prelates of your King- 
dom, .2nd would make them anſwerable for the 
Diſorders of their Dioccles, which it is almoſt im- 
pollible for them to do at preſent. 

The obtaining of the Pope's Bull would prove 
the eaſier in my Opinion, in that it is conſonant 
to the overtures of the Council of Trent, which de- 

clares 


*Seff. 14. Cha, of Ref. 
1. Capitula & Cathedra- 
lim & alarum maje- 
rum Eccleſiarum illorum 
Perſona Exempriombus , 
Confuctudinibus , Senten. 
#115, Juramentis, Concor. 
datrs, fer: fi peſint, q%0 
ning « [1s Eprjcopts, & 
alits majoribus Prelatis 
per 7 1þſes ſolos, wil uilis 
Aueibus ſine videtur adj une 
dts, jier14 Canonices [an- 
drones, toties quoties of ws 
Fucrit viſitari, corrigs, & 
emmdar!, etiam auth. 
vitate Apofiolica peſſins 
& val ant. 
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clares partieularly *, That the 
Chapters and Canons cannot by 
virtue of any Exemption, Cu- 
ſtom,Poſcſhon, Sentence, Oath 
and Concordat wh.itever, be ex- 
cus'd of being vilited,corrected, 
and chaſtis'd by their Biſhops,or 
other Perſons deputed by them : 
And tho? this ſrpediche were 
not reliſh'd at Reme, where 
Novelties, tho' uſeful, are com- 
monly odious, and where the 


leaſt Oppoſition generally ab- 
ſtruts great Advantages ; your Majeſty caufin 
the Decree of the Council to be oblerv'd on this 
Subject, will have no need of any new Expedition. 

I am ſenſible that this Remedy will be diflik'd 
by the Parliaments, with whom Uſe and Practice 
is far more prevailing, than whatever Reaſons can 
be urg'd ; bur after having foreſeen thar good, and 
conlier's all the Obſtacles which may be met in it, 
I declare boldy, that ir would be much better to 
pals over all of them, than to ſtop at any oppoliti- 
on whatever : And your Majelty may undertake 
the ſid Alteration the better, and with more Rea- 
fon, becauſe that inreſtoring things upon the foot 
of common Right, you will reſtore them in their 
own Nature ; and that it ſometimes becomes Sa- 
vereigns to be bold on certain occaſions, which 

WTR, only juſt, bur of which 
Region Tirrenum, Ce. "the Importance cannor be'que- 
tefe Repo profectt, wr. * ſþjorn gd * 
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The Canons keep their Titles ſo conceal'd, that 
it is impoſſible to come to the knowledge of them, 
unleſs by the King's Authority : Moreover, ap 
often ſuppoſe them, when they have none , whic 
Peter de Blois and Peter le Venerable openly com+ 

lain of. 

Tho' the Advantage of theſe two Expedients, 
which indeed are but one and the ſame, ought 
to prevail with the World to approve them; yet 
the Fear I am in, that the Difficulties which 
would be met with, to put them in Execution, 
would make them ineftetual, makes me paſs to 
the ſecond, which conſiſts in the Nomination of 
Commaitſlioners , Biſhops, Canons and Monks, 
which being joyn'd to Deputies of the Council 
and of the Parliaments, ſhall rake an Account of all 
the Exemptions and Priviledges of the Church 
to the end, that being repreſented to your Majeſty, 
thoſe that will be found good and valid may be 
regulated ; and thoſe that have no lawful Founda= 
tion, retrench'd and aboliſh'd : And the ſaid Ex» 
pedient is the more practicable, in that the Ordis 
nances of Orleans *, made un | __ 
der Francis the 2d, have a par- _— — pn 
ticular Article for the Regula- Chapters, whether Secu= 
tions of Exemptions. ———_— foe 


Churches, ſhall be 
ſubjef# to the Archbiſhop, cr Dioceſan Biſhop, without being allow'd to 
plead any Priviledge or Exemption, in relation to th: Viſitation and Prniſh- 
ment of Crimes, ail Oppoſition or Appeals whatever not tthſtanding, withs 
our Prejudice to the ſame, of which we have transferr'd the Cogmnzance 
and retain'd the ſane to our Privy-Comncil, 


If, in the next place, the Pope would be pleas'd 
to impower in every Metropolis the Delegated 
Judges we have above propos'd, to regulate by the 

Authority 
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Authority of the Holy See, what the Biſhops will 
not be able to do of themſelves, by reaſon of the 
Exemptions, which will remain in their Force and 


Vigour, and your Majeſty to command 'your | 


Council to take Cognizance of the Diffterences 
which will ariſe upon ſuch a SubjeR, you will ab- 
folutely remedy all the Evils the faid Priviledges 
occa(ion. 


EET TT. VE 


Which repreſents the Inconveniences that ariſe 
from the Biſhops not having an Abſolute 
Power to diſpoſe of the Renefices that are un- 

them. 


_- now remains to ſpeak of the Evil which pro- 
ceeds from, that the Biſhops do not diſpoſe of 
the major part of their Cures of their Dioceſes, to 
which the Eccleſiaſtical or Lay*-Patrons have a 
Right of Preſentation. 

The Eccleſiaſticks began to enjoy the right of 
Patronage * in the Council of 
Orange, where it was ordain'd, 
That the Biſhops, who ſhould build Churches in 
another Dioceſe, ſhould have a Right to put ſuch 
Prieſts there as they ſhould think fit, provided their 
Capacity was approv'd of by the Dioceſan Bi- 


ſhop. 


* Nouvell. 123, Ch.t8, 
the Tear $41, 


* The Tear 441, 


* The ſame Right was alſo 
given by Fuſtinian tothe Lay- 
men, Who ſhould be Founders 
of Chappels, which they obtain'd afterwards even 
in reſpect of Monaſteries, which they ſhould be 
Founders of. nl 
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* The Ninth Council of To» ,,, ..- | 
ledo moreover extended the to eo 
Right of Laick Patronage ro Jy 59: juice thas 
Parochial Churches, allowing 
the Founders to nominate Curates, leſt the Negli- 
gence wherewith Biſhops would ſerve their Foun- 
dations ſhould diſcourage them from making any 
new ones. 

In the beginning this Right was of no longer 
continuance than the Founders Life, Gregory and 
Pellagius extended it to their Children; and finally, 
under Charlemayne it paſs'd to the Heirs, whoever 
they were, which has continu'd ever finee. 

This Right, which is approv'd of by ſeveral 
Fathers of the Church, being confhirm'd by divers 
Councils, particularly that of Trent, muſt be look'd 
upon as holy and inviolable, by reaſon of its An- 
cientneſs, for its Authority tounded on the Canons 
of the Fathers and of the Councils, and for the 
Advantage which accrues to the Church by the 
ſame, in fayour of which many Foundations are 
made, thereby to acquire the Power to nominate 
thoſe that are to enjoy them. 

But when I conlider, that Neceſlity has no Law, 
and that the Uſe of a Priviledge, which was good 
during the fervour of the Founders, is at preſent fo 

rejudicial by the Corruption of thoſe who are 
Hors of their Eſtate, but not of their Zeal and of 
their Virtue, nor even ſometimes of their Religi- 
on, that it is impoſſible to continue it, without 
expoling many Souls to their Ruine : I dare af- 
firm boldly, that a Diſorder of that Conſequence 
can no longer be conniv?'d at, without being an- 

ſwerable for the ſame before God. 
Many 
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Many are of Opinion, That the beſt Remedy 
for this Evil, is wholly to aboliſh the Cauſe of it ; 
but when I conſider, that a Legacy of this nature 
cannot be poſſeſs'd with Jullice , without perfor- 
ming the Conditions on which it has been given ; 
and that the Fathers of the Council of Trent, who 
were ſenſible of the Abuſles of the ſame, durſt nor 


alter them, I am at a ſtand; and I do not think 


that a private Man can, withour Temerity, pro- 
poſe ſuch a Remedy : It will be better tochave re- 
courſe to a milder way, in ſome meaſure propos'd 
* $44.2. Ch. 18. of Ref by the Council of Trent *, 
ES: ... " though not direfily. 
That way is, F That the 
mr Mig T' Synod ſhould Elect Examiners, 
by which all the Pretenders to 
Benefices, which have the Cure of Souls, ſhall be 
carefully examin'd, to the end that their Capacity 
and Probity being known, they may by aa. pro- 
poſe two or three of the molt Capable, to the Pa- 
trons of the Cures which ſhall be vacant, for them 
to chuſe, and preſent to the Biſhop the Perſon which 
ſhall be moſt agreeable to them, 
I am ſenſible that this Expedient takes off ſome- 
thing of the Liberty Patrons enjoy in France at 
- Fa but ſince in reſtraining it, it nevertheleſs 
eaves it them, and hinders incapable Perſons from 
being pur into Cures, it ought to be receiv*d ; and 
that the more willingly, in my Opinion, {ance 
that in redrefling the Evil which ariles from the 
Preſentations to Cures, if the Order of the Council 
be obſerv'd, it-will alſo redreſs thoſe that are caus'd 
by the facility wherewith the Archbiſhops often re- 
ceives the Prieſts, whom their Sultragans Fay 
retus'd: 
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refus'd; in that as the Council's Orders, that the 
Examiners, propos'd by it, to be the Judges of the 
Capacity of thoſe that are to be nam d for Cures, 
ſhall. be oblig'd to give an account of their Pro- 
ceedings to the Provincial Councils; fo it will 
not allow the Archbiſhops to paſs by their Judg- 
ment, without ſo juſt a Cauſe, that no body may 


diſapprove it, 
SECT. VII 


Of the Reformation of Monaſteries. 


A* ter ſuch juſt Regulations ,' as are above 
mentioned, it will ſuit with your Majeſty's 
Piety to Authorize the Reformation of Mouſte- 
ries as much as is poſſible. 

I am very ſenſible, that many Conſiderations 
may give caule to fear, that thoſe which have been 
made in our Days, are not fo auſtere in their Pro- 
greſs, as in their Beginning; but yer it is very 
nece{lary to mind, and to favour them'; ſince Good 
does not change: its Nature in not being laſting, 
but ſtill remains good ; and that he who does what 
he can with Profence for x good End, performs 
_ Duty, and anſwers what Gad expedts from his 

re. 

Ir is true, that I ever was of Opinion, and am fo 
ſtill, That it were better to eſtabliſh moderate Re- 
formations, in the Obſervation of which, both Bo- 
dies and Minds may fſubhſt with ſome eaſe, than 
to undertake ſuch auſtere ones, 'that+ the ſtrongeſt 
Bodics will hardly be able to” bear the Rigour of 


them, Temperate things are commonly con- 
ſtant 
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ſtant andlaſting; but it requires an extraordinary 
Grace to a. that ſubliſt, which ſeems to force 
Nature. 

Itis alſo obſeryable, That the Reformations of 
Religious Houſes in this Kingdom, muſt be difte- 
rent from thoſe of other States, which being free 
of Hereſics, require rather a profound Humility, 
and an exemplary Simplicity in the Members 
thereof, than DoCtrine, which is altogether neceſ- 
fary in this Kingdom, in which the Ignorance of 
the moſt Vertuous Monks in the World may prove 
as prejudicial to ſome Souls who ſtand in need of 
their Learning, as their Zeal and Vertue are uſe- 
ful to others, and to themſelves. i 

T muſt needs fay by the bye gp this SubjeR, 
That as to what relates particularly to the Retor- 
mation of the Monaſteries of Womengto reſtore the 
EleCtions, and particularly the Triennial, inſtead 
of the King's Nomination, is not always an infal- 
lible Expedient. 

The Brigues and EaCtions which reign ſome- 
times amidit the Weakneſs of that Sex, often riſe 
to that degree, that they. are not ſupportable, and 
I have ſeen your Majeſty oblig'd twice to alter it, in 
places where you had {etled it, to reſtore Things 
to their former ſtate, 


As it bchoves your Majeſty's Piety to labour : 


about the Regulation of. ancient Monaſteries, fo it 
behoves your Prudence to put a ſtop to the progreſs 
of the over-great number of new Monaſteries which 
are daily eſtabliſh'd.. 

In order whereynto, it is necellary to deſpiſe 
the, Opinion of certain. Pertons, as Weak as De- 
yout,, and more Zealous than Prudeat ; who often 

fanlie, 
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fanſie, that the Salvation of Souls, and the Safety 
of rhe Stare, depends on'that which is prejudicial to 
both.: | 

As none but fach'as are wicked or blind, can 
be infenfible or diſown,' that Religious Houſes are 
not only' very uſeful, bur alfo neceſſiry; ſo none 
but thoſe who have an indiſcreet Zeal can be igno- 
rant, that the'exceſs of them is inconvenient, and 
that it mighr come. to fuch a point as would be 
ruinous. 

That which' is done for the State being done for 
God, who is the Baſis and Foundation of it ; ro 
Reform the Houſes that are already eſtabliſh'd, and 
to put a ſtop to the excels of riew Eſtabliſhmenus, 
are two Works very agreeable to G O'D, whg 
loves Rule in all things. 


SECT mM 
Of the Obedience which is due to the POP F. 
He Order which God requires in all things, 


gives me an occaſion to repreſent to your 
Majeſty, in this place, That. as Princes are oblig'd 
to acknowledge the Authority of the Church, eo 
ſubmit to their Holy Decrees, and to pay an entire 
Obedience to the fame, in what relates to the Spi- 
rirual Power which God hath placed in her hands 
for the SgJvation of Mankind ; and that as ir is 
their Duty ro maintain the Honour "at the Popes,as 
Succeſlors of Sr. Peter, and Vicars of Feſws Chriſt ; 
ſo they ought not to yield totheir Attempts, when, 
they endeavour to extend their Power beyond 'irs 

Bounds, | 
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As Kings are oblig'd to reſpet the Thiara of 
the Soveraign Pontifs, the ſame Obligacion lies 
upon them to preſerve the Power of their Crown. 

This Truth is acknowledged by all Theolo- 
gians ; but it is very difficult to diſtinguiſh the 
Extent and Subordinartion of theſe two Powers 
IgA. 

n ſuch a matter, Princes are neither to credit 
the Gentlemen of the Long Robe, who common- 
ly meaſure the King's by the Form of his Crown, 
which being round,. has no end ; - nor -thoſe who 
by the exceſs of an indiſcreet Zeal, declare them- 
kelves openly in. favour of Rome. 

Reaſon adviſes us to hear both the one and the 
other, in. order afterwards to reſolve the Difcul- 
ty by Perſons of ſo much Learning, that they may 
not be liable to miſtake through Ignorance ; and lo 
ſincere, that neither the Intereſts of the State, nor 
thoſe of Rome, may prevail with them againſt 
Realon. ,.. - 

I may declare with Truth, That I have ever 
found: the Doctors of the Univerlty of Pars, and 
the moſt Learned Monks of all Orders, fſo'reaſfo- 
vable on this Subject, that I have never obſerv'd 
the leaſt - Weakneſs. in them, that could hinder 
them from defending the juſt Rights of this King- 
dom ; neither, have I ever obſerv'd any excels of 
Aﬀection in them for their Native Country, which 
could induce them, contrary to the true Sentiments 
of Religion, to diminiſh rhoſe of the Church to 
augment the others. 

In ſuch Ciiles, . the Opinion of our Fathers mult 
be of great \Veight ; the molt famous and moſt 
impartial Hiſtorians and: Authors, who have writz 
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ten in all Ages, muſt be carefully conſulted on 
thoſe Occaſions, in which nothing can be more 
dangerous than Weakneſs or Ignorance. 


SECT. X. 


Fhich ſets forth the Advantage of Learning ; and 
ſhews how 'it ought to be Taught in thus Kingdom. 


H*:ns repreſented, that Ignorance is ſome- 
times prejudicial to the State; I am now to 
ſpeak of the Neceſſity of Learning , one of the 
greateſt Ornaments of States, this being the molt 
proper place for it, ſince the Empire of it is juſtly 
due to the Church , by reaſon that all ſorts of 
Truths have a natural Relation to the firſt, the Sa- 
cred Myſteries of which, Eternal Wiſdom has been 
pleas'd to make the Eccleſiaſtical Order Depoſito- 
ries of. 

As the Knowledge of Letters is abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary in a Commonwealth, it is certain, that they 
_ not to be taught withour diltinCtion ro every 

ody. 

As a Body having Eyes in all its Parts, would be 
monſtrous ; a State would be the fame, it all the 
Inhabitants thereof were Learned ; we ſhould find 
as little Obedience in ir, as Pride and Preſumption 
would be common. 

The Commerce of. Letters would abſolutely ba- 
niſh that of Trade, which enriches Nations ; would 
ruine Husbandry, the true Mother ot the People; 
and would ſoon deſtroy the Nurſe y of Sculdiers, 
which encreaſcs more inthe Rudenels of Ignorance, 
than in the Politeneſs of Sciences : Finally, it would 
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fill France with Lingious Perſons, more proper to 
ruine private Families, and to diſturb publick 
Peace, than to do the State any good. 
| If Learning were prophan'd to all forts of Minds, 
we ſhould ſee more Perſons capable to form Doubts, 
than to reſolve them; and many would be fitter to 
oppoſe Truths, than to detend them. | 

is this Conſideration which induces Politici- 
ans to ſay, that a well regulated State requires 
more Maſters of Mechanichk Arts, than Maſters of 
Liberal Arts to teach Letters, | a 
| I have'often heard Cardinal 4# Perron, for the 
ſame Reaſon, earneſtly wiſh 'the Suppreſſion of 
part of the Colledges of this Kingdom ; he was de- 
firous to have four or five famous ones eſtabliſh'd 
in Paris, and two in every Metropolitan City of 
the Provinces. | 

He added to all the Conſiderations I have urg'd, 
that it was impoſſible to kind a ſufficient number 
of Learned Men in every Age to ſupply a great 
number of Colledges ; whereas being contented 
with a moderate number, they, might be fill'd with 
worthy Perlons, who would prelerve the Fire of 
the. Temple in its Purity, and would tranſmit by 
an Upintcrrupted Succeflion the Sciences, in their 
PerteQion. EE oY, 

I cannot forbear thinking, when I con{ider the 
grear nuniber of Men who profets the Teaching of 
Lemers, and the multitude of Children. that - are 
aſtrofted, that I fee' an infinite number of -Sick 
People, 'who only aiviing to drink pure and clear 
Write for their Cure, are prefs'd with ſuch a dif- 
orderly Drought, th.t receiving without diſtinCti- 
ou all thoſe that are preſented ro them, the major 
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part drink ſuch as. are impute, arid often out of 
yſon'd Cups ; Which encreaſes their Drought 
and their Diſtemper, inſtead of eaſing either. 

In fine, this great number of Colledges, indif- 
ferently eltabliſt'd in all places, produces two 
Evils-; the one, by the mean Capacity of thoſe 
that are oblig'd to Teach, there not being a fuffi- ' 
cient number of eminent Perſons to fill the Pul- 
pits ; the other, by the want of natural Diſpoſiti- 
on in thoſe whoſe Fathers oblige them to ſtudy, 
by reaſon of the Conveniences of it, without ex- 
amining their Capacity ; whict is the reaſon, that 
moſt ot thoſe that ſtudy have only a mean 'Tin- 
Eture of Learning ; ſome for want of more Capx- 
city, others for not being welt inſtructed. 

Tho? this Evil is of great conſequence, the Re- 
medy is eafie, {inee it only requires to' reduce all 
the- Colledges of tuch places as are no Metropoli- 
tans to two or three Claſlis, ſufhcient to tree the 
Youth from' groſs Ignorance, prejudicial even to 
thoſe who delign'ito Glow Arms, or to ſpend their 
Lives in Trading. | ; 

By that means, ' before Childrer- are-determiri'd 
to any Condition, two or three Years will diſco- 
ver the Capacity: of their Minds'z \after which, 
thofe that have a good Genius, being {hr to great 
Cirics, will ſucceed the better iti thei? Learning, 
both upon that account, and by their being inſtru- 
cted by abler Mafters. HUT 2 

Having thus provided again(t this'Evil, which 
1s mach” greater than it ſcerys to be, we: mult alſo 
provide againſt another into which France wouid 
intallibly tall, ' it all the Colledges that afe- elk 
bliſh'd were in one Hand, Clit 
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+ "The Univerſities pretend, that a great deal of 


wrong is done them, in not leaving them ex- 
cluſively froth all others the faculty of Teaching 
Youth, | 

The]Jeſuits on the other hand would not be diſ- 
pleas'd, perhaps, of being the only Perſons im- 
ploy'd in that Function. 

Reaſon, which ought to decide all forts of Dif- 
ferences, does not permit the fruſtrating of an an- 
cient Poſleſſor, of what he poſleſles with a juſt Tir 
tle : And Publick Intereſt cannot ſuffer a Society, 
not only recommendable by their Piety, but f 
mous for their Learning, as the Jeſuits are, to be 
depriv'd of a FunQion, which they are able to per- 
form with great Advantage for the Publick. 

If the Univerſities ſhould teach alone, there 
would be cauſe to fear they would in time reſume 
their former Pride, which might prove as preju- 
dicial for the future as it has been heretofore. 

If on the other hand the Jeſuits had ng Compa- 
nions in the inſtrufting of Youth, beſides that the 
like Inconvenience might be fear'd, there would be 
rhoreover a jult ſubject to fear many others. 

A Society which is govern'd, more than any 
ever was, by the Laws. of Prudence ; and which, 
devoting it ſelf to God, without depriving them- 
ſelves of the knowledge of the things of this 
World, lives in ſo perfeCt a Correſpondence, that 
the ſame Spirit ſeems to animate the whole Body : 
A Society, which'by a blind Vow of Obedience is 
ſubmitted -to a perpetual Chief, cannot, according 
to the Laws ot Sound Policy, be much Authoriz'd 
in a Stage, in which a powerful Community muſt 


be formidable, Bas: | 
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If it be true, as it is moſt certain, that Men 
have a natural Inclination to advance thoſe they 
have receiv'd their firſt Inſtructions from ; and 
that Parents have always a particular AﬀeCtion 
for thoſe who have educated their Children. Ir 
is alſo true, that the abſolute Education of Youth 
cannot be committed to the Jeſuits, without be- 
ing expos'd to give them a Power, which would 
be the more obnoxius to States, in that all the 
Places and Honours whith give the management 
thereof, would be fill'd by their Diſciples; and 
that thoſe who take an Aſcendant early over the 
Mind ſometimes retain it during their whole Life. 

If we add, that the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament of Penance gives that Society a ſecond Au- 
thority over all ſorts of Perſons, which is of no leſs 
weight than the firſt : If we conſider, that by 
thoſe two ways they penetrate into the molt ſecret 
Motions of Hearts and Families, it will be im- 
poſſible not to conclude, that it is not ht to leave 
them the ſaid Miniſtry alone,without Competitors. 

Thoſe Reaſons have been ſo powerful in all 
States, that we have no Example of any hitherto, 
who have been willing to yield the Empire of Let- 
ters, and the abſolute Education of their Youth 
to that Society alone. 

It that Society, good and harmleſs. in it ſelf, 
created fo much Jealoulie in the Arch-Duke Albert, 
one of the moſt piqus Princes of the Houſe of Au- 

ftria, who only acted according to the Motions of 
the Council of Spain, that he thought ht to exclude 
them out of certain Univerlities,in which they were 
actually ſcttled, and to oppole the new Settlements 
they-debgn'd in Flanders. ; 
It 
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If they have behav'd themſelves fo, as to induce 
ſome Republicks ro remove them ablolutely out of 
their Dominions, tho? with too much Rigour, it is 
the leaſt that can be done in this Kingdom, to 
give them ſome Check, ſeeing not only that they 
are ſubmitted to a Foreign and Perpetual Chief, 
bug raoreover, ſubje&t and at the Devotion of 
Princes, who ſeem to delire nothing more, than to 
humble and ruine this Crown. 

As in point of Faith all the Catholick States of 
the World have but one Doctrine; in that which 
does not relate to it, there are many who ditter, 
from whence the Source of their Fundamental 
Maxims is often deriv'd ; for which reaſon, ftand- 
ing in need of ſome Theologians, who may on 
certain occalions couragioully defend the Opinions, 
which have been always receiv'd there; and pre- 
ſerv'd by an uninterrupted Tranſmiſſion, they re- 
quire ſome free from any Ingagement with any 
ſpeed Powers, having no dependance to de- 
prive them of Liberty in things, in which Faith 
allows it to all the World. 

Hiſtory informs us, that the Order of St. BenedicF 
was formerly ſv abſolutely Maſter of the Schools, 
that no body was taught! in any other places, 
and that it decay'd fo abſolutely in point of Sci- 
ence and. of. Piety together in the Tenth Century 
of the Church, that it was call'd Unhappy upon 
that account. It alſo informs us, that the Dormmi- 
cans have afterwards enjoy'd the ſame Advantages 
which thoſe good Fathers were firſt poſlels'd ot ; 
and that Time has depriv'd them of it like the 
others, to the great prejudice of the Church, 
which bappen'd to be intected ar. that time with: 

many 


F 


( 103 ) 

many Hereſies: It alſo informs us by -the ſame 
means, that Letters are like paſſing Birds, which 
do not always remain in the fame Country. And 
therefore Policy requires the preventing ot the ſaid 
Inconyenience, which being come to paſs twice, 
is with Reaſon to be fear'd a third time ; and which 
probably will not happen, it that Society has 
Companions in the Poſleſſion of Letters. 

All Parties are dangerous in point of DoCtrine ; 
and nothing can be more eaſie, than to form one 
under pretence of Piety, when a Society thinks is 
{elf oblig'd to it by the Intereſt of their Sublt- 
ſtance. 

The Hiſtory of Pope Benedi# the 11th, againſt 
whom the Cordeliers, nettled upon the account of 
the PerteCtion of Poverty, wiz, of the Revenue of 
St. Francis, were animated to that degree, that 
they did, not only declare open War agaih(t 
him by their Books, but moreover by the Empe+- 
rour's Arms; by favour of which an Anti-pope: 
aroſe, to the great prejudice of the Church, is too 

reat an Example to require any thing more to, be 
{aid upon that ſubject. 

The more Societies adhere to their Chief or Su- 
periour, the more they are ty be fear'd, particu» 
larly by thoſe to whom they are nat favourable, 

Since then. Prudence. obliges not only to oppoſe 
whatever may be prejudicial tg the State, bur alſo 
to. prevent. whatever might contribute thereunto z 
ſince the Power” of ſo doing often creates a Deſire 
ſo to do. 

Since alſo the Weakneſs of Humane Nature re- 
quires a Counterpoile in all things, and that it is 
the Foundation ot. Juſtice ; it is more reaſonable, 

that 
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that the Univerſities and the Jeſuits ſhould Teach 
in Emulation of one another, to the end that the 
faid Emulation may whet their Vertue, and that 
Sciences may the better flouriſh, and be certain in 
the State, in that being depoſited into the Hands 
of Two Guardians, F the one ſhould chance to 
loſe this ſacred Pledge, it may be found among the 
others. 


SECT. AL 


Means to Regulate the Abuſes which are committed 
by Graduates in the obtaining of Benefices. 


Hereas it would be prejudicial to a State, 
if Men of all Capacities ſhould apply 
themſelves to the Sudy of Letters, it is to be wilh'd 
that Men of Senſe may be encourag'd in it. Your 
Majeſty cannot do a more uſetul thing to that end, 
than to pur a ſtop to the Abuſes which are com- 
mitted in the Diſtribution of Benefices, which ought 
to be reſerv'd tor thoſe to whom they are due, as 
a Reward of their Labours. 
None bur fuch as are Enemies to Learning and 
Vertue can queſtion that Right. The Council of 


*Seff.. 31. The Connci! 
of Baſle ordained, that 
ene third Part of the 
Benefice: ſhowld be con- 
ferr'd on Maſter: of Arts, 
Batchilort, Licencuates, 
and Dottors of Phyſick, 
Law, and Theclegy, winch 
have ſtudied @a coriamn 
rime in @ Privilede'd 
Unrverſiy. 

By the Cconoordate, 


” Wah was made ſince at 


Baſle *, and the Concordate 
which paſs'd afterwards at the 
Council of Lateran, between 
Leo X. and Francis I. have 
ſetled it too: clearly, for any 
one to have ſuch a Thought ; 
Bur. yer, ar the fame time, 
Men mult be void of Jultice 
and Reaſon, not to be delirous 
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t corre the Abuſes of the _—_ Comm, 0s 
ime ; which are ſo great by cis1. ir was agreed, that 
fraudulent Permutations, by CY T CP 
ſuppos'd Reſignations, by the pars of thi Tekr, viz. in 
Artifice of Patrons, and by aExirig A. 4 a 
the Authority. of the Indulta- | 
ries, who are -more* powerful than the Graduates, 
and by the Induſtry of thoſe who are only in- 
debted to their Purſe for their Degrees ; that the 
ſaid Priviledge is fo far from being the Reward of 
Vertue art preſent, that it is only the Recompence 
of the Cratt and Villany of thoſe , who being ig- 
norant of Letters, are only learned in Liti- 
giouſnels. 

The true Remedy to that Evil, is to prefer, 
conformably to the Holy. Canons, DoCtors and 
Batchelors in Divinity, to all thoſe who have the 
ſame Degrees in other Faculties. | 

That among Theologians equal; in Degrees, 
thoſe who have preach'd the Word of God, or 
Theology longeſt, be provided before the others. 

1 hat Doctors and Batchelors at Jaw may have 
the fame Advantage over ſuch as are only Ma- 
ſters of. Arts ; and that among the laſt, -thoſe who 
have been longelt Regents, be preferr'd firſt. -.., 

That none be allow'd. to take out his Letters 
for the Maſterſhip of Arts, nor his Degrees, in 
Civil or Canon Law, but in the Univerſities where 
he has ſtudied. | 

That none of the ſaid Letters be granted to any, 
but ſuch as have actually made an entire Courle 
of Philoſophy ; nor any: Degrees in Civil or Ca- 
non Law , but to ſuch as have ſtudied for the 
ſpace of,” Three whole Years in Law-Schools, and 

have 
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that the Univerſities and the Jeſuits ſhould Teach 
in Emulation of one another, to the end that the 
faid Emulation may whet their Vertue, and that 
Sciences may the better flouriſh, and be certain in 
the State, in that being depoſited into the Hands 
of Two Guardians, if the one ſhould chance to 
loſe this ſacred Pledge, it may be found among the 
others. 


SECT. AL 


Means to Regulate the Abuſes which are committed 
by Graduates in the obtaining of Benefices. 


it would be prejudicial to a State, 
/ if Men of all Capacities ſhould apply 
themſelves to the Sudy of Letters, it is to be wiſh'd 
that Men of Senſe may be encourag'd in it. Your 
Majeſty cannot do a more uſetul thing to that end, 
than to pur a ſtop to the Abuſes which are com- 
mitted in the Diſtribution of Benefices, which oughr 
to be reſerv'd for thoſe ro whom they are due, as 
a_ Reward of their Labours. 

None but fuch as are Enemies to Learning and 
Vertue can queſtion that Right. The Council of 


*Seff., 31. The Council 
of Baſle ordained, that 
ene third Part of the 
Benefices ſhowld be con- 
ferr'd on Maſters of Arts, 
Batchilors, Lucencuates, 
and Dottors of Phyſick, 
Law, and Theology, winch 
have jindied @ cvian 
rime in «4 Privilede'd 
Unrerſity. 

By the Ccn:ordare, 
wach was made ſince at 


Baſle *, and the Concordate 
which paſs'd afterwards at the 
Counc] of Lateran, between 
Leo X. and Francis I. have 
ſetled it too- clearly, for afiy 
one to have ſuch a Thought ; 
But. yer, at the fame time, 
Men mult be void of Juſtice 
and Reaſon, not to be defirous 

[9 
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the Council of Lateran, bei 
to corre&t the Abuſes of the CO 


ame ; which are ſo great by cis1. ir was agreed, that 
fraudulent Permutations, by Craduara £ x 2 
ſuppos'd x ations, by = por of ty Te Ge 
Artifice of Patrons, and by 7% 177 9, Jnny, 
the Authority. of the Indulta- NI | 
ries, Who are more” powerful than the Graduates, 
and by the Induſtry of thoſe. who are only in- 
debted to their Purſe for their Degrees ; that the 
ſaid Priviledge is fo far from being the Reward of 
Vertue at preſent, that it is only the Recompence 
of the Craft and Villany of thoſe, who being jg- 
norant of Letters, are only learned in Liti- 
giouſnels. | 

The true Remedy to that Evil, is to prefer, 
conformably ,to- the Holy. Canons, DoCtors and 
Batchelors in Divinity, to all thoſe who have the 
ſame Degrees in other Faculties. "7 I 

Thar among Theologians equal; in Degrees, 
thoſe. who have preach'd the Word of God, or 
Theology longeſt, be provided before the others. 

1 hat DoQtors and Batchelors atJ@aw may have 
the ſame Advantage over ſuch as are only Ma- 
ſters of. Arts ; and that among the laſt, -thoſe who 
have been longeſt Regents, be preterr'd firſt._ ... 

That none be allow'd. to take out his, Letters 
for the Maſterſhip of Arts, nor his Degrees, in 
Civil or Canon Law, but in the Univerſities where 
he has ſtudied. ; 

That none of the ſaid Letters be granted'to any, 
but ſuch as have actually made an entire Courle 
of Philoſophy ; nor any: Degrees in Civil or Ca- 
non Law , but to ſuch as have ſtudied for the 
ſpace of,”T'bree whole Years in. Law-Schools, and 

have 
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have made their Exerciſes publickly, with the In- 
tervals requir'd. | 

In. cafe this Order -be carefully obſerv'd, the 
Merit of | Eetters will certainly be rewarded ; and 
Ignorante. will no longer be proteCted' by ir, and 
receive what is only due to Learning. 

If, inthe riext place, your Majeſty will be pleas'd 
to free thoſe; - who ſhall make themſelves' tamous 
for Learning, from the Perſecution of the Indu!- 
faries, It will encourage many to redouble their 
Labour, in order to receive the-deſerv'd Reward 
of the ſame. 


SE CT. MAIL 


Of the Right of *IN DULT. 
*A Grant Fom the Pope to Confer Benefices. ) 


H'E Right of I»dul being' deriv'd from 

« a Bull of Pope Exgenef, which is not to 

+ Ball of Pope Fagene, be found ; it-it ſhould be exa+ 

v8 to Kng' min'd with » we would 

, + *% find that the Foundation of it 

is' not ſolid ; ſince, according to Reaſon, ſuch 

things'as cannot be prov'd, ought to be put*in the 
ſame Claſlis with thoſe that 'are not. 

I amfſenſible, that Pawl-1II. being willing to ob- 
lige' the Preſidents and Counſellors of the Parlia- 
hos _ - Paris }, _ did op- 

yrs” e the Concordatej, gave 
OT 507 mm a Power of Nomitztion 
to Regular and Secular Benchces. I amr alſo ſen- 
ſible, that the Chancellor of France, as Preſident 
of the {aid Parliamcat, receiv'd the lante Privilege 
by 


) 
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| by the fame Bull : But if we conſider that the faid 


Bull is grounded on that of his Predeceffor, whi 
isnot to be found ; that Conſideration will have no 


. force, ſince Lawyers inform us clearly, 'ThaÞa Re- 


ference can have no force, un- | | 
les the thing referr'd umo, is Jon greg ord 
clear and evident*. 

The leſs the Foundation of that Privilege is cer- 
tain, the rnore the Abules which are committed in 
it, are inſupportable. x 

Notwithitanding the ſaid: Right is Perſonal; thar 
is, Though ir was only granted to the Perſon of 
the Officers, ſpecified by the Bull of Pope Paul.[lI. 
it paſſes now to the Widow, and to the Heirs, as 
a "Temporal Heritage : And tho' the faid'Favour 
was only'granted them, in order lawtully to-grati- 
fie either their Children, or ſome of their'Relati- 
ons or Friends, capable of: the Benefices ta which 
they ſhould be Nominated; they often, contrary to 
Divine'and Human Laws, *conitrain thoſe who ob- 
tain Benetices by virtue of their I»dults, to reſign 
them ro whomloever they«think, tit ; abuling” the 
ſaid Priviledge tothat degree, that otten thoſe who: 
will not hold them 42 Commendam, can only avoid 
that Critne, by committing another, which makes 
them guilty ot Simony betore God. 

1he Weakneſs of the Foundation of the ſaid 
Grant, and the Number * of , a Es 
Abuſes commirted by virtue Pre, %y, rmoperigery 
thereof, might lawtully induce v7 v1urate nowitas. 

. . _ perinrbat, 
your Majeſty to aboliſh ir; 
which would be the ealier, in that it would be ſuf- 
hcient in order thercurito, ro retuſe the Þrdultaries 
their Letters of Nomination, without which, they 
Can 


CODE 
can pretend to no Benefices: But Experience 
teaching us, That an accuſtom'd Evil is ofren more 
ſupportable than a Good, the novelty of which is 


vexatious ; it will be ſufficient for your Majeſty - 


to make ſo good a Regulation, that thoſe who 
are to enjoy the Benefit of the ſaid Grants, may not 
be able to make an ill Uſe of the ſame, as they 
have done heretofore. 

If you hinder the ſame Officer from having his 
Nomination upon ſeveral Benefices : If you order 
thoſe that ſhall be preſented by him to be Nomina- 
ted, not to be a before a good Examina- 
tion, according to the Ordinances, without Fa- 
vour. 

If you make an Order, that the Letters of 
their Nomination ſhall expreſs poſitively, That 
the Benefices to which they are Nominated, ſhall 
be really for them : Thar it ſhall not be allow'd 
for them to be conſtrain'd to reſign them to- any 
body ; and that if it be diſcover'd that if they lend 
their Names to any to-poſleſs the ſaid Benehces in 
Commendam, they {ſhall.not only be made inca- 
pable of ever poſleſſing any Benefices for ſuch a 
Crime, but moreover be liable ro Puniſhment. 

If, in the next place, you are pleas'd roi-order 
the ſaid Right, which is only Perſonal, from be- 
ing” tranſmitted to Heirs ; the'Obſervation of ſuch 
a Regulation, will produce this efte&, "That your 
Officers not being depriv'd of the Favour your Pre- 
deceſlors have obtain'd tor them, Learned Men will 
receive a great Advantage under your Reign, and 
will be deliver'd of the great Vexation they receive 
from them, 


You 


( 109 ) 

You might alſo refuſe to allow your Offi 
cers, after having Nominated a Man to an br 
dult, to ſubſtitute another in his room, in caſe he 
ſhould die before it be fill. | 


at. 


CHA P: II. 
Of the NOBILITY. 


TECH L 


Divers Means to Advantage the Nobility, and to 
make them Subſift Honourably. | 


| Frer having repreſented: what I eſteers ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary for the Re eſtabliſhment 
of the Firſt Order of your' Kingdom ; I 
mm to the Second; and fay, That the Nobi- 
ity muſt be Reſpected, as one of the principal Si- 
news of the State, capable to contribute much to- 
wards its Preſervation and Settlement. They have 
been ſo much depreſs of late Years, by the vaſt 
Number of Officers, which the Misfortune of the 
Age has elevated to their* prejudice, that it is very 
neceſlary to prote&t them againſt the Attempts of 
ſuch Men. e Wealth and Pride of the one, 
triumphs over the Neceſſity of the others, who 
are only rich in Courage, which induces them to 
employ their Lives freely for the State ; of which 
your Officers reap the Advantage. 


I As 
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Az it is neceflary to protect them agaiuſt thoſe 
who opprels them; ſo: a. particular Gare muſt be 
taken to hinder.them,, from uſing thoſe, that are 
under them, as they are usd by the. others. 

Itis a common Fault in thoſe that are born in 
that Order, to exer! Violence _ the People, 

"Mm ave given Arms 
to g:t their Livelihood , than to defend them- 
{clves. 

it is abſolutely neceſſary to ſtop the courſe of 
ſuch Diſorders, by 'a' continu'd Severity, to the 
end that the weakelt of your Subjects, though un- 
arm d, may be as ſafe under the protection of your 
Laws, as thoſe who are arm'd. 

:\Fhe Nebliliry Having ſhewn in this War, hap” 
piiy ended by.\g Peace, that they have Inhe- 
rited the Vertue of their Anceſtors, which induc'd 
Ceſar. to preter them before all others;.,it will be 
hs to, Diſcipline them, ro; the end .that, they may 
acquirea'new, and preſerye their ; fprmer Reyſhta- 
tiong and that. the; Stare, may be uſetully fery;d. 

it is moſt certazn, That the Nobility whixgh does 
nor ſerve you, inthe. \Var, is nat only ulclets, but 


a Burthen, tp rhg.,State.; which, in, that Cale. may.,, 


be,compar'g, to the Body, which ſupports an Arm 
whiclr is traubled with-the Pallie,  as.a, Load.which 
burthens it, inftead of affording it ,any. eaſe. 

As the Gentry,deferves' to be well .us'd when 
they do well, .it is; neceflary ro be ſevere againſt 
them, when they, arg, wanting /in what their Birth 
exacts from them: , And 1 make na fcruple of fay- 
ing, That thoſe who degenerating from the; Vertue 
ot their Foretathers , do not lerve . the /Crown 
with their Swords and Lives, with all the Con- 

ltancy 
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ſtancy and Coutage which the Laws of the State 
require, 'deferve to be depriv'd of the Advantages 
of their Birth, and to be reduc'd to bear part of the 
Burthen' of che People. 0 _ | 

As Honour ought to. be dearer to them than 
Life, it wete better to chaftiſe them, by depriving 
them of the firſt, than of thelaſt. 

To take away the Life of Met who expoſe it 
daily upon a meer Notion of., Honour, is much 
leſs than to take away their Honour, 'and to ſave 
their Lifez which in that Condition, is a perperual 
Torment 'to them. pen | 

As all means muſt be us'd to maintain the No- 
= the true Vertue of their Fathers ; ſo none 
miſt be 6Mmitted to preſerve them in the poſſcfſion 
of the Eſtates they have left them, and to help 
them fo atquire new __ | 

As irs ittiÞpfſible to find out a Remedy againſk 
al Ee Þ tis ve dithcult ro find out a gene- 


ral Expedls to the Ends 1 proy __ -. 

The" midy Matfiages which 'are contrated in 
every Family in thiks Kingdom, (whereas in other 
Stategſeldom any but.the Eldeſt Marries)are one of 
rhe Frye Auſt which ruine'the b<ft Families in a 
ſhort ng. Butt"if that Cuſtom impoveriſhes private 
Famlitief ir #nriches the State, the'main force of 
which confifts*in the Multitude 'of Men ; inſo- 
mani Hteld"of complaining of it, it muſt be 
encoutig'd.324nd'inftead of appoling it, means muſt 
be found'oW forthe ſubliſfance '5f thoſe it brings 
int the'Wottd, according to the Purity of Heart 
they deriye from their Birth. ** , 


” 
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. In erder thereunto, it is neceſlary to diſtinguiſh 

the Nobility which is at. Court, from thoſe who 
live in the Country. 

That which is at 'Court will be conſiderably 
eas'd, by retrenching, the State and inſupportable 
Expences which have been introduc'd there by de- 
grees ; ſince it is molt certain, that ſuch a Regula- 
tion will do them more good thanall the Penſions 
they receive, | 

As to thoſe who live in the Country, though 
ſuch an Order will not caſe them ſo much, by rea- 
ſon of their Miſery, which will not allow them 
to make ſuperfluous Expences, they will neverthe- 
leſs find the Benefit of the ſaid Remedy ; fo nece(- 
ſary for the whole State, that, without it, it can 
never avoid its ruine. 

If your Majeſty be pleas'd to add to the Regu- 
lation of that Diſorder, the Eſtabliſhment of Fitty 
Troops of Gens d' Armes, and the like number of 
Chevaux Legers, to be paid in the Provinces, on 
the Conditions hereafter ſpecified, it will be a-great 
=P for the Subliſtence of the moſt indigeat No-_ 

lity. 07 08 
If, in the next place, you ſuppreſs the Sale of 
the Governments of the Kingdom, and of all Mi. 
litary Imployments, which the ſaid Order pays fuf- 
ficiently for, at the Rate of their Blood, | 

If you obſerve the ſame Method in what | 
to the Places of pour Houſhold : If whereas at pre® |. 
lent all manner of Men are admitted into the 
ſame, by the diſhonourable Trafhick of their Purſe, 
you prohibit the receiving of any Perſon into 
them, but ſuch as have the Happineſs of being ot 
a Noble Blood: If, moreover, the Entrance there- 
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of be no longer allow'd, even to thoſe who have 
that Advantage, unleſs by yur Majeſty's choice 
of them, in conſideration of their Merit, the faid 
good Regulation will prove both Advantagious 
and Honaurable to all the Nobility. 

Whereas at preſent Gentlemen can only pur- 
chaſe Places and Dignities at the Rate of their 
Ruine, their Fidelity will be the more certain for 
the future, by reaſon that the more they wilkþe 
gratihed, the lefs they will think themſelves in- 
debted, for the Honours they- will Teceive, to their 
Purſes, and to their *Creditprs , who never put 
them in mind of what they owe them ; but at 
the ſame time they are troubled for being rais'd 
that way. Ea oy Jn 

If, moreover, you will be_pleas'd - to extend 
your Favour ſo far, as to be jt rp gratihe their 
Children (who ſhall be found to have as much 
Learning and Piety as is requir'd) with part of 
the Benefices rhat are in your Gittz that Order 
will be the more oblig'd to you, in that diſchar- 
ging them of part of the Burthen - which over- 
whelms them, you will put them in, a way to keep 
up their Families, ſince the Support and Preſerya- 
tion of the beſt, depends = on thoſe who 
eſpouſing an Eccleſiaſtical Life, commonly look on 
their Nephews as their own Children, and place 
their chief Delight in bringing. up ſome of therti 
to Learning and Vertue, in order to their being 
promoted to ſome of thoſe they are in poſſeſſion 
of, if they prove capable of them. 

I might mention many other things to eaſe the 
Nobility ; but I ſuppreſs the Thoughts of it, upon 
Conſideration, That as it would be very cafie to 

I 3 write 
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write them, it would be very difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to put jhem in praftice. "IN 


——_ 
Which Treats of the Megns to prevent Duels. 


CO many Edidts have been made. hitherto to no 

purpoſe, to put a ſtop, to Nuels, 'that it is very 
difficult 'to find, out a certain Way to 'ſtop the 
courſe of that Rage. © ; 

The French deſpiſe. their Lives ſo much, that 
Experience has taugh us,  that'the moſt rigorous 
Proceedings have not always prov'd the belt to ſtop 
their Frenſie., ' © 

They have often fancy'd, that it was very glo- 
rious to violate, the Edits ; and to ſhew by ſuch 
an Extravigiplce, that "they valued their Honour 
more than their Life : Bur the dread of loling the 
Conveniency , without which, they cannot live 
happy in this World, having a greater influence 
over them thin the' fear of Dying without the 
Gripeof God, without which they will be unhappy 
Ih the next ; the fear of Tofing their Places, their 
Eſtates, and biar; 1 6 has prov'd more pre- 
vailing than the fear of laling their Life. 

"have us'd my utmoſt Endeavour to figd out 


- omg proper Remedy for the Cure of this dange- 


rous Diſtemper, ' I have often conſulted to know, 
whether as it is lawſul for'Kings to make two pri- 
vate Men Fight, to prevent a Battel, and thereby 
to decide the difterence which has oblig'd them to 
take Arms, they might not alſo grant ſome Com- 
bats, to avoid the nwltitude of Duels het arg 
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daily Fought. Iurg'd, Thar it was very likely 
that this proceeding might free France of this 
Frenſie, which is ſo prejudicial to it, fmce that in 
putting thoſe in hopes of obtaining leave to Fighr, 
who ſhould have a juſt Reaſon to claim the, Com- 
bat, every Man would freely ſubmir to the Judges 
deputed'to examine the Nature -of the Offence; 
which probably might preverit the ?.lisfortune_ of 
Duels, ſince moſt Quarrels would be determin'd 
by a good Accommodation. 

The better to favour this Thought, 1 added, 
That formerly many Duels had been allow'd of in 
this Kingdom, which had alſo been practis'd in 
divers States. | 

I thought it might be a. means to-aboliſh the 
Barbarity of the Cuſtom, which wills, That every 
Man that is offended, ſhould do hirſelf Juitice, ad 
hnd his Satisfaftion in his Enemy's. Blood :: But 
after having perus'd, over atid over, what the moſt 
Authentick Authors ſay upon thoſe Matters, and 
ofren mus'd on _ this important:-Subject ,. L have 
found by the Advice of the leaſt ſcrupulous and 
moſt refalute Theologians of the "Time, "Thar 
Kings being Eſtabliſh'd to-preſervertheir Subjects, 
and not to ruine them, they! cainot expole thelf 
Lite without'ſome publick Uſe, or. particular Ne> 
cefliry : That they cannot permir private Comibits, 
without expoſing the Innocent 20 edeive the Pur 
niſhment ot the Guilty, ſeeing chat God not having 
oblig'd Himſelf always to render. Realon'vitto- 
Tious, the Fate of Arms is uncertain.: And that 
notwithſtanding ſuch Permithons have (been Auy 
thoriz'd ſometimes, at leaſt in divers States, and 
even with the  Approbation of ſome. -particular 
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Churches, they have ever prov'd abuſive; which 
appears evidently, ſince finally the Univerſal 
Church has prohibited and condemned them, un- 
der very great Penalties. I have diſcover'd, that 
there was a great deal of difterence between makin 
two particular Perſons hight, to prevent a Bartel 
and to put a period to a War, and making them 
hghr to prevent a Duel. 

The Firſt is lawtul ; becauſe Nature teaches us, 
That Part ought to be expos'd for the Whole ; 
and that Reaſon requires, t Particular Perſons 
ought to be hazarded for the General Good ; by 
reaſon that beſides that the faid Expedient has 
been praCtis'd at all times, we find Examples 
of it in Holy Writ; and that the Effet of it is 
wholeſom and certain, in that whatever Event a 
Duel allow'd of in this Caſe may have, it faves 
the Lives of abundance of Men, who may ſerve 
the Publick in other Occaſions. | 

Bur it is not fo with the Second, which is un- 
lawful in its Nature, ſince that inſtead of certainly 
_— the Generality, by the hazard of ſome pri- 
vate Perſons, and thus to prevent-a great loſs-by 2 
fmall,. it expoſes private Men direly- to their 
Ruine, upon the bare Imagination of a publick 
Good, which has no certain Foundation : This 
Method -is the: lefs allowable, ſince that inſtead of 
preventing -Duels, it is capable to increaſe the Lt 
centiouſneſs of them ; becauſe the Blindneſs of the 
Nobility is ſuch, that many being'of Opinion, 
That to demand a Combat thus, would be to ſeek 
out 2 way to avoid it, would think themſelves ob- 
lig'd in Honour to find out a ſhorter way to right 
themſelves, and to [hew their Courage. Th 
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The late King attempted this Way, in 160g. 
with all the Circumſtances that could make it 
uſeful: He depriv'd all thoſe of Eſtates, Places, 
and Life, who ſhould Fight without leave ; but 
all in vain: And that oblig'd your Majeſty, after 
having made the ſame Trial at the Beginning of 
your Reign, to have recourſe by your EdiCt of 
March 1626. to another Remedy,which has prov'd 
more effeCtual, by reaſon that though the Penalties 
of it are more moderate, yet they are more ſmart- 
ing to thoſe who value their Lives leſs than their 
Eſtates and Liberty. 

Now whereas the beſt Laws in the 'World are 
uſeleſs, unleſs they are inviolably obſerv'd ; and 
that thoſe who commit thoſe kind of Faults, uſe 
ſo much Art to invalidate the Proofs of it, that it 
is almoſt always impoflible to convince them, 

I preſume to tell your Majeſty, "That it is not 
enough to puniſh averr'd Duels and Challenges, 
by the Rigour of your Edidts ; but when there is a 
Notoriouſneſs- without Proof, it will be abſolutely 
neceſlary to impriſon the Delinquents at their own 
Charge, for more or- leſs time, according to the 
divers Circutnſtances of their Faults : Otherwiſe, 
the common Negligence of your Attorneys-General 
to inform againſt them, the Indulgence of your 
Parliaments, and the Corruption of the Age, 
which is ſuch, that every Man eſtcems it as Ho- 
nourable to affiſt thoſe who have Fought to. diſ- 
guiſe their Crime, as an honeſt Gentleman would 
think it ſhameful to conceal the Theft of a Rob- 
ber, will make the Edits and your Cares incf- 
tectual, 
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"Tis in ſuch a Caſe, that nothing but the way 
of Fact can oblige , Men to obſerve your Laws 
and Ordinances z 'tis on thoſe Occaſions 'your Au- 
thority mult paſs over Forms to maintain Rule and 
Diſcipline, without which a State cannor ſubſiſt ; 
and it will enable your Officers to puniſh Crimes 
according to Forms, ſince it is more probable that 
the Cauſe and Proof of a Fault will be ſooner 
found when the Guilty are ſeiz'd, than when at 
liberty to uſe their urmoſt Endeavours to ſtifle the 
Diſcovery of the ſame. 

If, in the next place, your Majeſty will be 
pleas'd toorder Rancounters to paſs for Duels, and 
to be puniſh'd as ſuch, until thoſe who have been 
guilty of them, ſurrender. themſelves Priſoners, and 
are abſolv'd of the! ſarne by Law ; you will do 
whatever is ,probable to.'ſtop the courſe of that 
Frenfie ; and your Care to. preſerve the Lives of 

our Nobility, will make you Maſter of heir 
| ok and will engage them to fo tric an Alle- 
giance, that they will pay with Ufury, whatever 
your Majeſty can expect from them, in all the lm- 
ployments they are gratihed-with, _ ._ 
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CH AP. Iv, 
Of the Third O R D-E R of the Kjnedom. 


Treat of the Third Order of the King- 
| dom with | Method, and to ſee clearly 
what is proper to be done to make 4t 


ſabfiſt in the State in which it ought to be, I will 
divide'it?into Three Parts. 


. 'Th& Fifſt4hull contain the 'Body of the Officers 
of Juſtice ©» | 
The'Secdnd, of thoſe who have the Manage- 
ment of the Finances. And 
The 'Fhird, the People, which commonly bears 
the Burthen of the State. | 


TE A&I 4 


IWhich relates in general to the Diſorders of the Courts 
of Juſtice ;, and examines in particular, whether 
the Suppreſſion of the Sale of Offices, and of Here- 
ny Offices, would be a proper Remedy for ſuch 
Ewits, a 


T is much eaſier to diſcover the Defes of the 
Courts of Juſtice, than to preſcribe Remedies 
for the fame: Every body is ſenlible, that thoſe 
who are appointed to hold the Scale even in all 
things, have inclin'd it ſo much themſelves on one 
lide ro their own Advantage, that there is no 
longer any Counterpoile, 
The 
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The Diſorders of the Courts of Juſtice are coms 

to thar paſs, that they can go no farther : I would 
enter into the Particulars of the faid Diſorders, and 
of the Remedies which may be applied to the ſame, 
if the Knowledge I have both os Perſon of him 
who has the Firſt Office of Juſtice at preſent, and 
of his Deſign to render it as pure, asthe Corruption 
of the World will allow it, did not oblige me 
barely to propoſe certain general Remedies to your 


Majelty, to ſtop the progreſs of the principal Dif- 
orders 


In the Opinion of the Generality,.of-the World, 
the Chief conliſts in ſuppreſſing the Sale of Offices, 
in extinguiſhing the Inheritance of the fame ; and 
in giving them gratis to Perſons of fuch known 
Capacity and Integrity , that even Envy it ſelf 
may not be able to conteſt their Merit. 

But whereas it is a thing which cannot be done 
at this time; and that it will be dithcult to pra- 
Rice this Expedient at any other, it would be uſe- 
lefs at preſent to propoſe Means to that End. 

Whenever the ſaid Defign is undertaken, ſome 
will certainly be found, which.cannot be foreſeen 
at preſent ; and thoſe one might preſcribe, would 
be no longer in ſeaſon, when the thing might be 
attempted. 

In the mean time, though it is commonly dan- 
gerous to be {ingular in Adviſing, I cannot ond 
faying boldly, That conlidering the preſent State 
of Aﬀairs, and that which may be foreſcen for the 
ſuture, it is better, in my Opinion, to continue the 
faid Sale and Inheritance of ' Offices, than ablo- 
 tely to alter the Settlement thereof. 
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So many Inconveniences are to be fear'd in ſuch 
an Alteration, that as though the EleCtions for Be- 
nefices are more ancient, and more Canonical than * 
the Nomination of Kings ; nevertheleſs the gre: 
Abuſes which have been committed in the | my 
and which it would be impoſbble to prevent,render 
the Nominations more ſupportable, as leſs ſubje& 
to ill Conſequences. ; 

So, notwithſtanding the ſuppreſſion of the Sale 
and Inheritance of Offices, is conſonant to Reaſon, 
and to all the Conſtitutions of Right ; yet the 
inevitable Abuſes which would be committed in 
the diſtribution of Offices, depending ſo much 
onthe bare Will of Kings, and conſequently , 
on - the Favour and Craft of thoſe who ſhould 
have moſt Power with them; would render 
the preſent proceeding in the fame, more tole 
rable than that which has been us'd heretofore, by 
reaſon of the great Inconveniences which alway at- 
tended it. q x 

_ All reaſonable Men muſt needs ſee the difference 
between theſe rwo Parties, and heartily deſire the 
ſuppreſſion of the Sale and Inheritance of Offices, 
ſuppoſing that in this caſe Places would be diſtribu- 
ted by the, pure Con(ideration of Vertue. 

Neither can they be ignorant, that in ſuch a 
Caſe, the Artifices of the Court would prevail be- 
fore Reaſon, and Favour before Merit. 

Nothing contributed more to make the Duke of 
Guiſe ſo Powerful, in the League againſt bis King 
and Country, as the great Number of Officers his 
Credit had introduc'd in the greateſt Employments 
of the Kingdom. And I have been told by the 
Duke of: Sally, T ht the faid Conkideration was the 

, moſt 
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moſt powerful Motive which induc'd'the lateRKing 
- ads to the 'Eftabliſhment of * the 
, Day yearly Annual : That that great 
—_ Qporrs, Prince 07 fo mw re- 
gard to the Revenue which ac- 
cfu'd'to-him by it; as to the Means to ſecure him+ 
ſaf-'for the future againſt ſuch Inconveniences : 
And that notwithſtanding Treaſure had a great 
Influence over him, Reaſons of State were more 

prevailing on that occaſion. 

In the new Eſtabliſhment of a Commonwealth, 
itwere a Crime not to baniſh the Sale of Offices, 
becauſe in ſuch Caſes, Reaſon obliges to eſtabliſh 
the moſt perfe&t Laws Human Society can permit: 
But ' Prudence does not allow it in ancient Mo- 
narchies ; the Iniperfeftions of which are'turn'd 
to-uſe, and the Diſorder of which (not withour 
Adyantage) compoſes part 'of | the Orders of 'the 
vtare. 

In ſuch Caſes, Men muſt ſubmit to Weaknef, 
and prefer a moderate Regtllation, ' to a more au, 
ſtere Settlement, which perhaps would be leſs pro- 
per,” the Rigour'of' it being capable to ſhake the 
Fabrick which one would ſtrengrhen. - % 

I am ſenfible that iris'a common Saying, Thit 
he who buys Juſtice by the Lump, ' may fell it' by 
Retail'; but yer it is certain, ' that an” Officer who 
lays gut the beſt part of his Eſtate upon-a Place, 
wilt be kept from doing ill in a grett tneaſure,' for 
fear of loling all that he'is worth ; and that im fuch' 
#cafe,”the Price of Offices is not an ill' Pledge of 
che Fidelity of the Officers. v2 

The Complaints wHich are made -agatal(t the' 
Sale of Offices, have beren'the ſamein all the Ages 

of 
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of the Monarchy ; but though they -baye ever betn 
look'd upon as . realpnable:in themſelves; yet, the! 
Diſorders, upon which.. they. are, -grounded,:;: have | 
been tolerated, ſuppoling-that we'are not:capable 
of the auſtere - PecteQtion which is; the: ſcope. of. 
them. | | (3637 

Thoſe, who. are. not- ignorant. of, Hiſtory,-aauſt: 
needs know, that ſome Writers, not - even ſpaning 
the King St. Lewis, have upbraided\ Irſs-\Reign, 
becauſe, 'Places i were; ngy] bettow'd y_ in; his 
"Time: That they. condemn, others; after, kim; be- 
cauſe the Trafhick of Offices, was already ſo pub- 
lick , that the Money. arigng,; by: the ſame was: 
Farm'd; and that they caſt..,an ,Odium :upan . the: 
Memary of the, great-King Franczs, becanſe be 
was the-firſt, who upon.the. accaynt of the :nece(s- 
ſity of the Age he livid m, made a Regulated. Com- 
merce of them, which has laſted;ever|lnce, 

I own that it-is a. Misforqune' for that great. 
Prince, to have been the fir{k--Author:of thatevil-. 
Eſtabliſhment 3 but. perhaps .hei wavld ot be/bla- 
mable,if the Reaſons, whick: conftrain'd him. te:do-it + 
were, known, 'The, Knowledge - he bad that: his 
Favours were fold by private Perſons: without: his-. 
Leave, andthe Importance; of the Afgairs which 
overwhelm'd him, perſuaded :hia that there: was 
no better nor more ready way ,to- get the Eſtates 
of his SubjeCts yolyntarily,. than to-give them Ho- 
nour for Money. 2 

The late Ring, - afſiſted- by, a very good: Coun- 
cil, in a,profound Peace, and, ins a; Reign free. from 1 
Necetluty, added the Eſtabliſhmene-of che Annual 
Duty, to the Sale of Ofhces, intzoducd by: that 
great Prince: = 


Ir 
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- Ic is not to be preſum'd rhat he did it mhadyl- 
ſedly, and withour having foreſeen, as much as 
Humane Prudence could permit, the Conſequences 
of the ſame; and it is moſt certain, 'that thoſe 
_ which have been done by Princes, whoſe 

ut has been Judicious, cannot be chang'd 
without. a Reaſon ; unleſs Experience diſcovers the 
Prejudice of them, and that it is evident that one 
might do better. 

; The Diſorders which have been Eſtabliſh'd by 
Publick ' Neceſſities, and ſtrengthned by Reaſons 
of State, cannot be reform'd without Time : It 
muſt be done by degrees, without paſling from 
one Extream into another. 

An Archite, who by the Excellence of his Art 
corredts the Defe&ts of an 'aticient” Building, and 
who without pulling of it down, reduces it to 
{ome ſupportable ſymetry, deſerves more Praiſe, 
than:he who ruines'it 'abſolutely, ro erect a new 
Editice perfect and-accompliſh'd. 

-It 'would be'very difhcult' to change the Order 
eltabliſh'd for the [diſpoſition of Othces, without 
altering the Hearts of thoſe that are in poſſtſſon 
of them ; in” which caſe, there would be- reaſon 
to. fear, That whereas itn Times paſt they have 
been ſerviceable to keep the People within the 
Bounds of their Duty, they would contribute more 
towards their Debauches for the future, than any 
others. Prudence obliges ſometimes to weaken 
Remedies, tro make them the more effeFtual ; and 
thoſe Orders which are moſt conſonant to Reaſon, 
are not always the beſt, becauſe they are not al- 
ways propartion'd to the Capacity of thoſe that 
are to put them in practice. X 


Where- 
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\ghereas the ſuppreſſion of the Sale and Inheri- 
tance of Offices, ought to make way for Vertue, it 
would only make way for Brigues ,and FaCtions 
and would fill Places with Othcers of low Extra- 
Qion, often more loaden with Latin.than Eſtates ; 
which would produce many Inconveniencies. If 
Men could obtain Places without Money, Mer- 
chandiſe woyld be-forſaken by many, who being 
dazled with the Splendor of. Offices, . would ſooner 
embrace Offices and their Ruin together, than ad- 
dit themſelves to Merchandiſe, which inriches Fa- 
milies. 

Moreover, - -it is very well known, that the 
Weakneſs of this Age is ſuch, that Men yield 
more to Importunities,than they are guided by Rea- 
ſon; and that inſtead of being rul'd by Juſtice, Fa- 
vour oftentimes ſways us. j- 

'The Experience 'of what is paſt, ſhould make 
us fear the future ; both becauſe it has ever ſhewn 
us, That the moſt powerful in- Credit often gain 
their C2uſe, to the prejudice of Vertue; and that 
as the Prince and his Confidents can only know 
the Merit of Men, by the Judgment of others, they: 
are often liable to take the Shadow for the Body. 

A low Birth ſeldom produces the Parts which 
are neceflary in a Magitrae ; and it is certain, 
that the Vertue of a Man that is well-born, has 
ſomething more noble in it, than that which is 
found in Men of meaner Extraftion. The Minds 
of ſuch Men are difficult ro manage; and many of 
them have ſuch a nice Authority, that it is not 
only troubleſome, but alſo prejudicial. 

It is with the firſt, in refpett to the. ſecond, as 
with "Trees, which being planted in a good Ground, 
produce better Fruit, and finer, thau thofe which 
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ate in an {! one: And therefore the Sale of Qiices | 
ought 'nd6t to be condemn'd, becauſe it excludes 
many Perſons of low ExtraCtion from Places and” 

cs ; {ince,'on the contrary, ris one of the Rea- 
fons which rather makes it tolerable. . 
' A good Effate is a great Ornament to Digni- |. "Y 
ries ;' which are fo much heightnied - by exteriour 4\ 


Luſtre, that one-may boldly affirm, That of twaf 
Perſons of equal- Merit, he whoſe | Circumſtances 
are, the mol eafie, © is preferrable "to the other ; | 
ſince” it is moſt 'certain, That a poor Magiſtrate ,' , 
muſt have a world of Vertue to withſtand the 
Femprations of Intereſt. Experience alſo informs 
tle," That the Rich'are leſs liable ts' Extortion and 
Bribes,' than” the"others ; 'and that' Poverty con- 
ſtrains an Officer to' be very careful of the Revenue 
ot.the Bag... .. £2 | 

It maly perins be urg'd, That though theſe In- 
conveniencts may induce to ſufter”the Sale of Of- 
fices;z yer it's tnoſk tertain, thar'the Annual Duty 
otghr to be fupprets'd, becauſe it puts Ofhces our _ | 
of Price,'and hmders'vertuous Men'trom obtaining 
them eyen for Money: *© 

The late King foteſeeing that Evil, had incer- 
ted, in the Edi& He made uporrtharSubject, Pre- 
cxutions capable to preveny it ; a not only | 
from the” Aphual, Right the Offices of firſt Preſt- 
dents, Attorneys, and Advocates 'General, but 
moreover reſerving to himſelf the diſpoſal of the 
Othces that are compris'd in the ſatne, when rhey | 
were vacant,* paying in Hey thereof,” ro* the Heirs 
of thoſe who were 1n' poſſeſſion 'of them, the Price 
they ſhould be valued ar. 

Thoſe Precautions were as equitable as neceſſary ; 
and to ſay the truth, the Evils which the Annual 

| | Duty 
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Duty cauſes at preſent in the State, do not pro- 
ceed ſo. much from the Defeft of its Nature, as 
+ from the Imprudence of thoſe who have remoy'd 
the Clauſes which that great Prince had included 
in ir. Had. the EdiCt been kept in its firſt Purity, 
Offices had neyer come ta the excels of Price they 
are at preſeqr. The Alterations that have been 
qnade in, it, have made the uſe of it as prejudicial, as 
it would have been innocent, had it been left in 
the firſt from in which it was made; and therefore 
it is fitter to corrcdt the Abuſes of it, than to re- 
verle it. | 

The Revocation of the Antal Duty, would ob- 
lige the old Oftcers to quit thewr Offices, when the 
Experience: and Maturity of their Age wauld ren- 
der them moſt capable to ſerve the Publick. Yet: 
it is neceſſary to bave both old and yaung ones, 
by reaſon, that as the Prudence of the firſt may be 
ot great. ule to direct the others, the Vigour of 
the younger fort is neceflary to revive and animate 
the old ones. ; 

If 1 had a mind, by this Work, to acquire the 
Inclination of the People, rather than to deſerve 
their Good-will, by making my ſelf uſeful to the 
Stare, I would maintain, "That it is neceſlary to 
ſuppreſs the Sale of Offices and the Annual Duty 
at once z.all Men are fo. prepoſleſs'd thar they are 
the two Squrces of the Diſorders of the Kingdom, 
that the Publick Voice would decree Crowns for 
me, without examining whether I deſerve them 
or 09. 

But being ſegfible, that thoſe who endeavour to 
gain Reputation, by the Overture of a Reforma- 
tan, more-conformable to the Rigour of the Laws, 


jban proparyog'd to the Strength of the State, 
non KR 2 only 
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only ſeek their own Intereſt, and can never excuſe 
a Vanity, which is not only blamable, but crimi- 
nal alſo; and that in ſuch a caſe, their Cares, 
though ſpecious, are as prejudicial to the Publick, 


as the Negligence and Malice of others. 


I will take ſpecial care not to commit ſuch a 
Fault ; the ſuppreſſion of thoſe two Edits is at- 
tended with too many Inconveniences, to conclude 
it neceſſary to be done. 

If they did really contribute towards Negligence 
and Vice, as it is commonly fuppos'd, I would give 
my Vote immediately for the revocation of them : 
Bur when I conſider, that if any Perſons are ad- 
mitted into Offices, not being qualifhed for the 
fame, it is only the fault of the Attornies General, 
who are to enquire into their Lives and Converſa- 
tion, and of the Courts ; which being Judges of 
their Capacity and Vertue, ought to retuſe them 
when they want the Qualihcations requir'd. 1 
cannot forbear ſaying, That the Remedy of the 
Evil conhiſts more in the obſervation of the Ordi- 
nances, than in the ſuppreſſion of the Sale of Of- 
tices and Annual Duty, which are not the Cauſes 
thereof. 

Perhaps it may be urg'd, That if Places of Judi- 
cature were not ſold, Juſtice might be adminiſtred 
gratis; bur provided the Charges of it be regula- 
red, they cannot be conſider'd as a great Grie- 
Vance. ' 

' IT am ſenſible, that examining the thing with 
rigour, that very Price which is due for the Admi- 
nitration of Juſtice, is paid tor the loſs of the Li- 
berry of thole who have voluntarily ſubmitred rthem- 
{elves to the Obſervation of Laws ; 'and therefore, 
th2t to oblize thole who go to Law, to give 
is Money, 
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Money, is obliging them to buy that a ſecond rime, 
which they have already dearly purchas d by their 
Subjeftion. Nevertheleſs , the faid Cuſtom has 
revail'd fo far, that though the Spice is ſharp by its 
l——_ yet no body dares complain of that which 
is paid in the * Palace; and _ AI fo 
ſhould any body propoſe to a- 00 PN Gs 
boliſh the uſe i; it, they would be, 
expoſe themſelves tothe Laugh- 


ter of all the World. | 
There are Abuſes which muſt be tolerated, for 


fear of | falling into Inconveniences of worſe Con- 
ſequence: Time and: Occalion will open the Eyes 
of thaſe who;will ſucceed in other Ages, to perform 
that uſefully, which we dare not undertake in this, 
without.expoling the State imprudently to a great 
deal of danger. ; 

All the Reaſons aboveſaid,and many others being 
maturely con{ider'd, though the Sale and Inheritance 
of Offices are'not Canonical; though it were to be 
. wiſh'd that Merit were the only Price of Offices, 
and Vertue the only Title; to tranſmit the ſucge(- 
fron of them. to the Heirs ,of. the, Officers,. inſtead 
of concluding for the alreration.of thoſe two Settle- 
ments, the preſent Conſtitution of the State gbliges 
me to ſay. three things determznarely. Jo 

The. Firlt is, "That by the Reverſion of the AA 
for the Sale of Offices, the Diforders which would 
proceed from. the Brigues, and the Sollicitations 
which would be made for the obtaining of Oft- 
ces, would be greater.than that which ariſes by -the 
liberty'ok. Selling, or Buying, of them. 

The Second, That if the Inheritance of the 
ſame 'were only aboliſh'd, beſides that the abate- 
ment/it-would daily occalion in the Price of the 

K 3 Othces 
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Offices which would become vacant, would render 
the Revenue, which accrues to the King by the 
Sale of the fame, wholly inſignificant ; and that 
thereby. a baſe Commerce would ' be introduced, 
which would enable many Men of Irtle Merit, ſe- 
cretly to ſhare the Favouts, which Kings- only 
delign for their Officers, we would rdapſe in- 
to the Evil the late King endeavolr'd'to oe the 
Sand DO SH =_ from, _ by the. Eſta- 
[rams ya" Dove iſhment of-the*® Pawferre; he 
Oficer if Futicalare 6 depriv'd the Grandees of the 
- -_ _ * "-"-Kmgdomot the means tomake 
many Creatures at iis Coſt, to ſerve them- on all 

Occaſions, to the ptejudice of the Publick'Good. 
The Third is,” Thar fince the Virtue of Men is 
not always ſtrong enough to induce them 'to pre- 
fer Merit before Favour ; it is better to leave the 


Sale of Offices and the Annual Duty, than-to abo- *. 


liſh thofe rwo Settlements, 'Which are very difficult 
— alter all of a. ſudden, without endangering the 
rare. us 
| Bun, I add, Thar it is abfolutely heceflary ro mo- 
deratt the Price;of Offices ; © which is riſen to tharde- 
6; rhat the exceſs of it is intolerable. 
Tf the Excellente 6f ' a 'Council- eonfilts in- its be- 
jog uſeful and eaſie to put into praCtice, this vught 
0 be receiv'd, ſince the Benefit 6f it is evident, 'and 
thePractice caſte ; fince the execution of ir only re- 


quires to reſtore the Edi&t of the Arinual Duty to 


' theErſt terms of 'its Settlement. | 


that, 'to which the Extravagance of the Age has 
brotghr it ar prefent; and the Ring having the 
liberty to pay it ro the Heirs, to diſpoſe of- the fad 

| Places 
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Places according.to his Pleaſure, the State would be 
ſo far from receiving any prejudice by ig, that, ,on 
the contrary, I dare repeat, that a conſiderable Ad- 
vantage would accrue by it. ; 

Moreoyer, things may be reduc 9 to that point, 
without affording the leaſt cauſe. of Complaint to 
the Parties conceru'd ; ſince it is ealie to make then 
amends for the Prejudice they have done themſelves 
by divers means. I do not ſpecihe at preſent, by 
reaſon that if they. were diſcover'd, they wquld 
loſe their Force, bcfore they could be put in pra- 


elice. 
nc © © 
Which propoſes thb general M-ans which may be ns d 
to put a ſtop jo the Diſorders of the Courts of 


& what is aboveſaid, 1 have nothing to add 
before I eonclude this Chapter, but what 1 
have repreſented to your Majelty, upon the Subject 
ot the Firſt Order of your Kingdom... 1» -- | 

It you encourage thoſe: Ofhcers of Juſtice, ' who 
are Men of an unſpotted Repuzation ; it you, dit- 
courage thoſe , wha; bejng deſtitute of- all Merit, 


havenothing but Mogey to obtain the Mages 
it you deprive all, choſe of. your Favour, and cate 
thep to be pugitþ'dyeba do nor perfgrm their Puty, 
and do ell jultice to the. prqjudice of,your Subjects, 
you will . yþlolutely. do whatever..,caa. be, uictully 
done. for the Reformation 'of that Body, -which, as 
well as-thart of:,the: Eccleliaſtical Order ,.id 

more on. thole whe hwq--the Adminiltration of 
them,than og, Laws and Regylations ;: which remain 
uſeleſs, unleſs thoſe who. are; employ'd to fee them 


— © & 
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Although the Laws were defeftive, if the Ofi- 
cers are Men of Honour, their Integrity will be 
capable to ſupply that Defe&t and let them be ne- 
ver ſo good, they prove inefteQual, when the Ma- 
giſtrates negleA the putting them in execution 
much more when they are ſo wicked as to pervert 
the uſe of them, according to their Paſſions : Since 
it is difhicult to be a Judge, and young at the ſame 
time, I cannot forbear obſerving, after what I 
have ſaid, That it is a thing of no al Conſequence, 
in order to reform the Courts of Juſtice, to put the 
Ordinances in execution, in what relates to the Age 
of Officers. 

In my Opinion, it is impoſlible to be too exact 
in it, nor conſequently too ſevere towards the At- 
tornies General who ſhall be wanting in their Du- 
ty, in taking care that the Parties concern'd may 
not be able ro ſurpriſe the Judges on that Subject, 
nor to elude the good Intentions of the Prince, by 

tions or Concealments.' 

ereby the Evil of Youth, which is-confiderable, 
will be avoided, as well as that of Ignorance, which 
is the Source of many others, | 
Officers not being able to' precipitate thernſelves, 
as they do at preſent, in their Reception, | will ſtudy 
more ; fince otherwiſe they would remain idle, 
Which ſeldom ha to thoſe | who- have ſtudy'd 
until they have obtain'd the End they propoſe. 

I muſt not omit ſaying on this SubjeEt, That it 
would be fit abſolutely to retrench the Practice of 
ceftain Doctors, who,-prompting the' Young ones 
like Parrots, often teach them to fay- things they 
do not underſtand, and only 'make khem- Learned 
'in cheating the Publick; and themſelves alſo. 

Such Men may be compar'd'to on Aa": 

| | be of Wwno 
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who are only good to inſtruft Men to their own 
ruin, and to hinder them from Learning the true 
Exerciſes of Soldiers, which are only learn'd in 
Armies, with a great deal of time and fatigue. 

The baniſhment of ſuch, would be of great uſe ; 
which in the Pratice would be found as ditficult, as it 
is eaſie in the Propoſition. Therefore I rather chuſe 
to condemn the Fathers in this place,who ſuffer their 
Children to be inſtructed thus, and to adviſe them 
no longer to commit any ſuch Faults againſt their 
own Blood, than to intreat your Majeſty to preſcribe 
new Laws upon that Subject ; which would be no 
ſooner made, but a thouſand ways would be found 
out to elude the Effet ofthe ſame, and to avoid the 
putting of them in pradtice. 

The Experience which Twenty Years of conti- 
nual Occupation I have had, in the Adminiſtration 
of Publick Aﬀairs, has given me,  obliges me to ob- 
ſerve, 'Fhat though ir-were to be wiſh'd, that the 
Sedentary Courts, which are abſolutely eſtabliſh'd 
to adminiſter” Juſtice ro"every one, and to prevetit 
and' regulate all the Diſorders of 'the Kingdom, 
ſhould acquit themſelves fo well of their Duty, that 
there might be no neceſſity to have recourſe to ex- 
traordinary Commiſſions to maintain them in the 
ſame: - Iris nevertheleſs ſo difficult-to hopefor that; 
which isto be wiſh'd on that SubjeRt, that 1 dare be 
bold to ſay, That in order to maintain this ' great 
State-in the Policy and Diſcipline, without which 
It can never flouriſh, nothing can be of greater uſe, 
than to ſend from time to time in' the Provinces 
Chambers of Juſtice, ' compos'd of Counſellors of 
State, and Maſters. of Requeſts, well ſele&ted, to 
avoid the Thorns of Parliaments, which foment 
Difhculties upon every thing ; to the end that the 

laid 
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faid Court receiving the Complaints which may be 
made againſt all forts of Perſons, without any ex- | 
ception of Quality, may remedy the fame imme- J 
diately. g 

I am ſenſible, that the Soveraign Courts will be | 
loth to ſufter any ſuch Eſtabliſhments to be made : | 
But as they muſt needs know, that a Soveraign is 
not. oblig'd to ſuffer their Negligence, and that 
Reaſon obliges him to remedy thole Defects; I am 
not afraid of ſaying, That it is ſafer on that occa- 
fion to acquire their Eſteem in performing one's 
Duty, than to preſerve their Good-will, ia being 
wanting in what is due to Publick. Good. But 
whereas it is impoilible to ſend ſuch Commiſſions at | 
one and the ſame time_in all the Provinces, and 
that jt will ſuffice, fot, one. of that Nature, com- 
pos'd, of the, ſame , Othcers, or different, to make 
the Gircuit-of Fraxce an-4{x Years time ;; I am of 
Opinion, that 4 will be ,neceflary to ſend often 
Counſellors of State into the Provinces,* or-. Maſters 
of Requeſts well ſeleted;- net only to-periorm the 
FunGQuonvt Incendants of' Juſtice in Capital Cities, 
which muy ſerve more;toward: their' Vanity, 'than 
be,of: any. zſc to; the:Publick; but to go into all 
the Parts. of Prgvinces, . to. enquire into the Behg- 
viour-of the Ofhcers of Juſtice; and. of the #inazces; 
to ſee whether the | Impotitjons,'are;rais'd according 
to the Otdigances ;. whether the Colleftars; commit 
no Injuſtjces.4n vexing.af the People ; -to diſcover 
ark pojiorm,;their,.Othees3 'ro know-how the 

liry beheves is;felf 5 and; ro pur a, top to all 
Dijerders,':efpediaily to, the, Violences at thyle who, 
being Powettul and Rich, epprels the Wegk, and 
the. King's pour Subjects, | ge 17 
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SECT. IL 


Which repreſents the neceſſity of _— the Officers 
of Faſfice, from incroaching upon the King s Ar 


thority. 


Fter having repreſerited what ought 'ta be 
pracis'dzgand may be done witheaſe, to ren» 
der the Officers of Juſtice ſuch as they ought to be, 
in relation to. private Perſans, I catinot, without a 
Crime, abſtain from propoſing what is neteſlary to 
hinder ſo Potent a Body, .as that which they com» 
poſe, from being prejudicial in the whole to- the 
dtate, * | | 
One would think there were -ai-great deal. to be 
faid upon that» Subject; and yet I will fay as-nauch 
as is neceſlary.in three Words, if. I ſer forth; thas. it 
bnly requires to reſtrain the Officers of. Juſtice from 
medling with any thing bur the adrainiſtriog of the 
ſame tothe King's Subjects; which is the only End 
of their'Eftabliſhmentr. ob wo Verio 
The Wileſt of your Predeceſlors have made 
their Buſmeſs, and have found the Benefit of: it ; 
your Majeſty .has follow'd their Example as long as 
[ have had the Honour to -ferve you :/: Agfd indeed 
it is a_ thing 'of ſuch moment, tharunleb a' ſtrict 
hand be kept over thoſePawertul Societies, .it wottld 
be impoſlible afterwards tu-keep, them withzn_ the 
Bounds of:their Duty.  - —_—_— 
It would be impoſlible:-to hinder the ruiti of 
Royal Authority, in following the Sentiment$ of 
thoſe, who beingas Ignorant in, the Practice ofthe 
Government of States, as they:prefuine to. be Leax- 
ned "in the Theory of thei Adminiſtration, are 
neither capable to Judge lolidly-of cheir Conduct,nar 
proper 
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roper to make Decrees upon the Courſe of Publick 
airs, which exceed their Capacity. 

As nothing muſt be ſufter'd trom thoſe great Com- 
panies, - to wound Soveraign Authority, it is Pru- 
= to tolerate ſome of their Defe&ts of another 

ind. 

It'is neceſlary to wink at the ImperfeRtions of a 
Body, which having ſeveral H cannot have 
the fame Mind ; and which being influenc'd by as 
many different Motions, as it is compos'd of diffe- 
rent SubjeQs, cannot ſometimes be .inclin'd to dif- 
cover, .or to ſuffer its own Good. 

Every body muſt needs blame their Proceeding, 
when they act contrary to Juſtice and Equity ; but in 
condemning it with Reaſon, it is difficult to find a 
Remedy for it; by reaſon that in great Companies 
the number of the Wicked always exceeds the Good; 
and thar 'though they were all Wile,. yet it would 
not follow, that the beſt-Sentiments would be found 
Mthe Majority; Judgments being fo various, even 
in thoſe who only deligning Good, do neither differ 
in their Intentions, nor intheir Ends. ' | 

.It-is a thing ſo common in-fuch Bodies, to in- 
to, and to find'fault with the Government So 


-that no body. can wonder at it. - 


: All Subordinate Authority looks upon that which 


-isSuperiour to it with an.enviousEye ; and not da- 


ring to diſpute the Power of ity, they take the ber- 
ry to exclaim againſt the Condudt thereof: .; - 

. The mildeſt- Government is in ſome - meaſure 
odious, even to 'the moſt reaſonable :- And upon 


that Conſideration, one of the Ancients ſaid, with a 


great deal of Reaſon, That among Men who are 
Equals by Nature, there are few who do not repine 


and 
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2nd who being oblig'd to ſubmit, do not blame 


thoſe who have a Command over 'them ; ro ſhew, 
that though they are inferiour to them in Power, 
they exceed them in Merit. . 


TEC 33, 
of the Officers of the Finances. 


He Officers of the Finances , | 
and the * Partiſans, are fins hs oy 
a ſeparate Claſſis, prejudicial 
to the State, bur nevertheleſs neceſlary. 
Theſeſort of Officers are an unavoidable Evil ; 
but they muſt be reduc'd to ſuppertable Terms. 
Their Excefles, and the Diſorders which have 
been introduc'd among them, are come to that 
heighth, that it is impoſſible to ſuffer them any 
longer. They cannot raiſe their Fortunes higher, 
without ruining the State; and without undoing 
themſelves, by giving the Prince a juſt Pretence of 
ſeizing their Eitates, upon the bare knowledge of 
the exceſſive Riches they have heap'd up in a ſhort 
time, upon the difference' which will be verified 
berween what they had when they were firſt em- 
ploy'd, and what they are found-to be in poſſeſſion 
O x | 


I am ſenſible, that ſuch: a Proceeding may. be 
liable to great Miſtakes, and that it may ſerve as a 
Pretence for very unjuſt Violences: Neither do I 
mention this, ' by the bye, to adviſe the putting it 
in pratice, which would occaſion great Abutes ; 
but I maintain, that no body-could juſtly complain 
of it, if it were manag'd with ſo much caution, that 
in puniſhing thoſe who do inrich themſelves of a 


ſudden, by the fole Induſtry of- their Fingers, no 
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judice were done under that Pretence, to the 
Eftates of thoſe who are grown Rich and Powerful, 
either by their Patrimony, one of the molt lawful 
means to riſe ; or by the Gratifications receiv'd 
from the Favour of their Maſter, which exempts 
them from Crime ; or by the Rewards which have 
been given to their Services; which is alſo one of 
the moſt lawful, ſince that in being uſeful to pri- 
vate Perſons, it is alſo advantageous to the State; 
which will be the better ſerv'd, when thoſe who 
ſerve it uſefylly are well rewarded. 

It is abſolutely neceflary to remedy the Incroach- 
ments of the Financiers, otherwiſe they will finally 
occaſion the ruine of the 'Kingdom ; , which is fo 
much impair'd by their Robberies, .. that. unleſs a 
ſtop be pur to the ſame, it will be quite undone in 
a ſhort time. . | 

The Gold and Silver they abound ;in, afford3 
them the Alliance of the beſt Families in. the King- 
dom ; which are ſo maych Baſtardiz'd by that means, 
that their Iflue proves as different from the Gene- 
rolity of their (Anceſtors, as they. giten differ in the 
Reſemblance of their Faces. , I may afhrm, as ha- 
ving been an Eye-wiznels of it, in many occaſions, 
that their Neghgence,. or Malice, has been very 
prejudicial to Publick Afairs. 

Alter a ſerious . Conlideratian, on all the Reme- 
dies of the Evils they: occaſion, 1 dare ſay, that the 
beſk is to reduce thera ' po as {mall a Number 8s is 
poſlible ; and to- employ, by way of 'Commillion 
on important Occaſions, Men of Prabity and Capa- 
city, inftcad of Parſons whole Places being far Life, 
or Hereditary, think-/it a ſufficienc. Title to Raby 
without the leaſt tear of Puniſhment. , 

k will be very calc, in tia gf Peace, to ſupprels 

many 
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many Officers of this kind, and thereby to free the 
State of thoſe who, without doing it any Service, 
ſuck up all its Subſtance in a very ſhort time. 

I am ſenſible that it may be urg'd, That they 
are commonly us'd like Leeches, who with a Grain 
of Salt, are often made to diſgorge all the Blood 
they have ſuck'd up, and, like Spunges, which are 
calily ſqueez d dry again, though never fo full be+ 
fore. But, in my Opinion, « is an ul Expedient ; 
and I look-upon the Agreements and Compoſitions 
which are ſometimes made with the Othcers, . as 2 
Remedy. which is worſe than the Difeaſe ; finoe, pros 
properly ſpeaking, it gives them a Title t> Rob 
anew, itt hopes of a freſh Pardon ; and hat.if any 
thing be pot our of their Purſe that way,they do not 
only recover the Prinopat they have given, bur 
alſo the Intoreſt at a-tmuch bigher rate than. is ab 
low'd of by the Law.” Wherefore Lconclude, "That 
beſides certain neceſiary Officers, as a 'Freafurer of 
the Exchequer, a Receiver:General, 'I'wo.ar Three 
'T reafurers-of Fraxce-in every. Generality, and fuch 
others - as 'are abſolutely neceſlary, it will be no 
ſmall piece of Service to the State, if in fatifying 
thoſe who have, bona fide, given their Money in 
hopes to advance themſelves by fuch Employments, 
according to the courſe of the times, all the reſt are 
fuppreſs'd. - Without -this Remedy, . whatever Re- 
pulation may be made, 'it will be impoſtible to pre- 
ferve: the King's Money, fince all Puniſhmeats, 
tho* ever ſo. great, are not capable to hinder many 
Officers of that kind trom converting part of rhe 
Money, which will pak: through their hands, to 
their own uſe, 
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SECT. V. 
Of the PEOPLE. 


A L1 Politicians agree, That when the People are 
"JF too ealte, it is Impoſſible to keep them with- 
in the Bounds of their Duty. Their Reaſon is, 

Thatbeing more Ignorant than the other Orders of 
the State, which are much more cultivated, or bet- 
ter inſtruted, unleſs they are kept under by ſome 
Neceſlity, they will hardly keep within the Bounds 
preſcrib'd to them by Reaſon, and by the Laws. 

; Neither does Reaſon allow their being exempted 
from all Charges, ſince that in loſing thereby the 
Badge of their SubjeCtion, they would allo loſe the 
Remembrance of their Condition ; and that if they 
were diſcharg'd of 'Tribute, they would alſo think 
theraſelves diſcharg'd of Obedience. 

They muſt be compar'd to Mules, which being 
us'd to Burthens, are ſpoil'd more by Reſt than by 
Labour ; bur as the Labour muſt be moderate, and 
that the Burthens of thoſe Animals mult be propor- 
tion'd to: their Strength 3 ſo unleſs the Subſidies 
which -are impos'd on the People are moderate, 
—_—_— they are uſeful to the Publick, they are 
unjuſt, 

I am ſenſible, that when Kings undertake Pub- 
lick Works, ”tis ſaid with truth, 'T hat what the 
People gets by it, returns to them again by the Pay- 
ment of the Taille : But then one may alſo main- 
tain, That what Kings get out of the People, re- 
turns to them again; and that they only advance 
itto get it again by the Enjoyment of Relt, and of 
their Eſtates, which cannot be ſecur'd, unleſs they 
contribure towards the Maintenance of the State. 
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I know moreover, that many Princes have ruin'd 
their States , and their Subjects, by not keeping 
ſufficient Force on foot for their Preſervation, for 
fear of over-burthening them ; and that ſome Sub- 
jets have been expos to, the Servitude of their 
Enemies, by defiring roo much Liberty under their 
Natural Soveraign. But there is #'-cerrain Point 
which cannor be' exceeded wihoix' Injuſtice, com- 
mon Senſe teaching every Man, that there muſt be 
a proportion between the Burthen and. the Strength 
of thoſe who beat it. £ | &T - 

Thar Propertion muſt be fo Religiouſly obſery'ds 
that as a Prince cinnot be eſteem'd Good, if he 
exacts more; from his Subjedts' than (is neceſlary, 
thoſe are not always the beſt, who never raiſe bur 
what is abſolutely neceflary. 

Moreover,as when a Man is wounded,the Heart, 
which grows faint by the loſs of the Blood which 
flows from it, does not draw that of the lower Parts 
to its aſliſtahce, until the greateſt part' of that which 
lies in the uppermoſt is exhauſted: ſo "in the utgent 
Neceſlities of States, Soveraigns muft, as much as 
inthem lies, make uſe'of the ad the Rich, 
before they, bleed rhe Poor extraordinarily. | 
 'Tis the beſt Counſel your Majeſty carl take ; 
which you may eaſily put into practice, ſince for 
the future you may draw: the-prmcipal Subhiſtence 
of your State, out of your General Farms, in which 
the Rich are. more concern'd than the Poor, by 
reaſon that as they ſpend leſs, they do not contrr: 
bute ſo much to the Produdt thereof. 
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CHAP. V. 
Which comſiders the State in it ſelf. | 
SECT. L 


Which repreſents bow neceſſary it s, that the ſeveral 
Parts of the State ſhould remain every one with- 


in the extent of their Bounds. 


Frer having ſpoken ſeparately 'of the divers 
| ; Orders the State is. compog'd of, I have 


but little to ſay. in the main; but that as 


id a »# 


| aſting. 
As it is moſt certain, that the Elements which 
are 
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are capable of weight, have none when they are in 
their Place ; fo it 1s certain, that none of the Orders 
of your Stare will prove burthenſome to. the other, 
while each do remain in the Place which: their 
Birth has affign'd them. 

And as neither Fire, Air, nor Water, can ſuſtain 
a Terreſtrial Body, becauſe it is heavy out of - jts 
place; ſo it is certain, that neither the Church, 
nor the Nobility, can ſupport the Burthen of- the 
Officers, when they endeavour to maveout of their 
Sphere. 

As 1 am very ſenſible 'that-your! Majeſty knows 
how to keep all Orders within their Bounds, with» 
out enlarging any farther upon this Subject; :; will 
proceed to two Queſtions, which: I uncert wy/this 
Chapter, becauſe they have: an equal Relajan-:tg 
the Threediftcrent Orders of the State. 


& EO. J.-M 


Which examines, Whether it is better to make the 
Governments Triennial in this Kingdom, than-to 
leave them Perpetual, according to the Uſe which 
has been prattis'd hitherto ? 


EZ? body: will fancy at firſt, that it will be 
better to make them Triennial ; but after ha» 
ving compar'd the Advantages which my thereby 
accrue, tothe Inconveniences tha are-to be fear'd ; 
perhaps it will be thought, as I have already ob- 
ſerv'd it, that though the Nomination to Benetices 
is not ſo-Canonical as the Elections, the Uſe. of ic 
is nevertheleſs more advantagious at this time, for 
ſeveral Reaſons ; as alſo that notwithſtanding the 
ſuppreſſion of the Sale of Offices is to be defired for 
leveral Reaſons, yet the not tolerating the Ute of ir 
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would occaſion many Inconveniences expreſs'd in 
their proper places. or 

80 1t"is impollible to render the Governments 
of Provinces and of Towns Triennial, without 
being expos'd to far greater Inconveniences, than 
thoſe which may be fear'd by the perpetual Settle- 
ment -of Governours. . 

[Jam ſenſible, that: ſome may urge, That a Man 
having a Government only for Three Years, will, 
in all probability, endeavour to quit it with Repu- 
ration, and to behave himſelf with ſo much Pru- 
dence, that his Adminiftration may be preferr'd be- 
forehis Predeceſlor's ; - whereas having - it for Life, 
the certainty of it gives him more Licence. 

'Bur it is much more likely,that he who knows he 

is not-long to continue in his Ofhce, will endeavour 
to draw as much;Prohit. out: of it, as he might ex- 
pect during his Life, if he were to enjoy it to his 
Death. Moreover, conſidering the Inconſtancy of 
our Nation, there mightbe ſome reaſon to fear the 
employing of ſome,” who foreſeceing the End of an 
agreeable Adminiſtration, might retolve to perpe- 
tuate it, by receiving thoſe as Maſters, whom they 
ought to look upon as Enemies. 
. * If the Pradtice. of Spain be urg'd, which"of- 
ten changes Governours , after having anſwer'd, 
that Ex#mple. ſhews us, that nothing can be 
moredangerous tharr that Government ; I. will add, 
'Thar.as there are ' Fruits, the Uſe of which is ex- 
cellent un one Country, and:a Poiſon in another; 
fo there are Settlements, the Practice whereof is 
good. in one State, but yer would prove pernicious 
in-another. =r Sh 1 

' Some may ſay, to: prevent the Objeftions which 
may. be made agamlt the Practice of the 'Order of 
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Spain in this Kingdom, That thoſe who will ly 
down an Office, after the expiration of the term ot 
their Adminiſtration, will have no reaſon to be dif- 
ſatisfied, fince they will be employ'd in others which 
will prove better ; but ſuch great difficulties will be 
met with in the Practice of ſuch an Order, that it 
will be impoflible to overcome them. 

A Man may be fit to Govern in Piccardy, by 
reaſon of his being born there, who will not be 
fit to be employ'd in Brittany, where he has. no 
Acquaintance, and where the Place which will be 
given him, will hardly be able to maintain him, 

The Governments of France are, for the moſt 
part of fo little Prohit, that unleſs they are given 
to Perſons who are more defirous of them upon the 
account 'of Honour, and ' for - the Convenience of 
their Neighbourhood, than out of any other Con- 
ſideration ; there arc few who are able to bear” the 
Expence of them : Belides, there” are not Men 
enough in the Provinces, for the Alterations which 
muſt needs be made , it Employments are made 
Triennial, | 

Thoſe Mutations are not only praQticable, but 
abſolutely neceſſary in the great Employments of 
Spain; as thoſe of the Viceroys of Naples, of Sicily, 
ot Sardinia, the Government of 4: an, and other 
Employments of the like Conſequence : And all of 
them are ſo profitable to thoſe thar poilets them, that 
in quitting the Abundance - of the one, they enter 
into the Wealth of the other. | 

Places which are diſtant from the abode of 
Princes, require a Change of Governours in Pl:- 
ces of the Conſequence of thoſe | have mention'd, 
by reaſon that a longer Relidence than tht of 
Three Yelrs, might enable. them to form Projects 
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to ſettle themſelves there for ever ; ſeeing particu- 
larly that the Ambition of Men is fo prevailing, 
that they are eaſily inclin'd to change the Condition 
of Subject into that of Maſter, 

But the caſe is different in France, where the Go- 
vernments are not ſo diſtant from the abode of the 
Kings, as to fear ſuch Inconveniences ; nor the ſaid 
Employments fo great, as to give the Poſleſſors a 
ſufficient Authority to make themſelves Maſters of 
the ſame. 

Therefore provided your Majeſty, and your Suc- 
ceſlors, keep the Power of Changing the Govern- 
ments as you ſhall think fit, upon real Cauſe 
given ſo to do, which you may always do with 
Juſtice, provided they are given grats, and notſold ; 
I dare be bold to fay, Thar it is better in that point 
to follow the ancient Cuſtom of France, than to 
imitate that of Spain ; which is nevertheleſs ſo poli- 
tick and fo reaſonable, con{idering the extent of its 
Dominion, that thaugh it cannot be uſefully pra- 
Qic'd in this Kingdom ; yet it will be proper, in 
my Opinion, to make uſe of it in thoſe Places, of 
which [ance will preſerve the Poſleſſtion in Lorraim 
and in 1/alp. 
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Ii hich condemns Survivorſhips. 


Tu Survivorſhips in queſtion in this Place, are 


granted either againſt the Will of the Poſlel- 
ſors of Places, or by their Conſent. 

All Men-are lenfible, that it is very un/uſt to 
nominate the Succellors of a Man, while he is alive, 
_ againſt his Will; fnce it expoles his Lite to the Ar- 
ukices of.the Perſon that js to profit by his Dark, 

an 
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and that the Dread which may juſtly ſeize his Mind, 
is a kind of Death to him. 

That Pra&tice which was formerly very much in 
vogue in this Kingdom, is at preſent baniſh'd from 
thence. It is ſo dangerous, that the Councils, and 
the beſt Conſtitutions of Temporal Princes, do con- 
demn it, as well as Reaſon. 

Neither can the Conſent of the Poſleflors any 
ways juſtifie that Proceeding, {ince that whatever 
Confidence they may repoſe in thoſe who are ap- 
pointed to ſucceed them, they are often miſtaken : 
Though it is impoſſible ro fatisghe every body in a 
State by Grants, yet it is neceſlary at leaſt to af- 
ford hopes to thoſe to whom nothing better can be 
given : Which can never be done, it Places, Oth- 
ces, and Benefices are given to Children, who in 
the height of their Merit, and of their Age, would ' 
perhaps hardly dare to expect thoſe Honours and 
Dignities which are granted them in the Cradle. 

Such Favours, in which the Stare is greatly con- 
cern*d, hardly oblige any body. A Man does nor 
think that that is given him, which his Father, 'or 
another Relation is in poſſeſſion of,he looks upon the 
Survivorſhip of it as a Right of Inheritance, rather 
than as an effect of the Prince's Goodneſs. 

Notwithſtanding that the Good of the State re- 
quires,that in the Promotion of Oftices, Merit ſhould 
be preferr'd toall other things; in what relates to Sur- 
vivorſhip, a greater regard is had to the Service of 
him who demands a Succeflor, than to the perſons 
that is to ſucceedhim can do. The Favour of the one 
on ſuch occaſions,often ſerves in lieu of Merit in the 
others, who have nothing bur their Importunity 


to recommend them, 
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Therefore I conclude, that the leſs Favours of 
that kind are granted, is certainly the beſt; and 
that it would be better yet never to grant any ; 
ſeeing that whatever particular Conſiderations can 
be alledg'd, the Conſequence of them is dangerous 
in States, where Examples have often more Force 
than Reaſon. 
If any one obſerves that I condemn a thing in 
this Article, the practice whereof I have ſufter'd 
even in reſpect to my own 
* Win the Gmmand if | Relations *, I am ſure that he 
2/0 Orca was Froen to Tt . » . 
Cardinal, Trade was al. Will remain very well fati(- 
moſt totally ruind, and fied, if he conſiders, that while 
the' King had net one . ay . 
Ship. a Diſorder is in vogue, without 
9 any poſlibility of Remedy, 
Reaſon requires that Order ſhould be extracted our 
of it: Which was my intention in preſerving 
Places, which had been eſtabliſh'd by my Cares, 
to Perſons whom I could more ſtriftly -oblige to 
follow .my Intentions and my Steps. If it had 
been poſlible,'during the Troubles of a Reign agi- 
tated by divers Storms, to ſettle the- Regulation I 
propoſe, I would have been a very Religious Ob- 
terver of it. | | 
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Which repreſents to the Kine, mhat Mex think 
he oaght to conſider, 'in relation to his Per- 
ſon. 


OD being the Principle of all Things, 
(3 the Soveraign Maſter of Kings, and He 
who makes them Reign _—— 
if your Majeſty's Devotion were not known by all 
the World, I would begin this Chapter, which re- 
lates to your Perſon, in repreſenting to you, That 
unleſs you follow the Will of your Creator, and 
ſubmit'to his Laws, you mult not expe& to have 
yours obſery'd, and to tind your Subjefts obedient 
to your Orders. | 

But.it would be ſuperfluous to exhort your Ma- 
jeſty to Devotion ; you are ſo naturally 'inclin'd 
to it, and ſo much confhrm'd in it, by the Habit of 
your Vertue, that there is no reaſon to fear that 
you will ever deviate from ir. | 

Therefore inſtead of repreſenting to you what 
Advantages Religious Princes have above others, 
I will content my ſelf with faying, That the Devo- 
tion which is - neceflary in Kings, muſt ' be free 
from Scruples: I ſay it,' Sir, becauſe the' Niceneſs 
of your Majeſty's Conſcience often makes you dread 
to offend -G O D, in doing things, which certain- 
ly you cannot abſtain from without Sin. 

I am ſenſible, that the Faults of Princes, which 
are of this nature, are much leſs. dangerous for the 
State, than 'thoſe which incline to Preſumption, 
and to the Contempt of thoſe things they ought to 
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reverence. But ſince they bear the name of Faults, 
it is neceſſary to corre& them, particularly if it be 
true, as it is moſt certain, that many Inconve- 
niences may ariſe from thence, yery prejudicial ro 
the State. 

In conſideration of which, I make it my humble 
Petition to your Majeſty, That you would be 
pleasd more and more to fortile your ſelf 
againſt Scruples ; calling to mind, that you can 
never be guilty before GOD, it you follow. (on 
Occaſions which will prevent themſelves of difficult 
Diſcuſſion, in what relates to your Conſcience) 
the Advice of your Council, confirm'd by that of 
ſome good. Theologians, unſuſpeRed, in the caſe 


in queſtion. | 

This firſt Foundation being laid, as nothing can 
be more material towards the Welfare of your 
Afﬀairs, than the Preſervation of your Majeſty's 
Health, 1 cannot forbear reſuming to important a 


Subject. | 

The careful and diligent Obſervations I have 
made on all that relates to you, makes me fay bold- 
ly, That nothing is requir'd to ſo important an 
End, but your own Will,, which nevertheleſs is 
the greateſt Enemy you have to encounter with on 
this Subject ; ſince it is often very difficult. to p1 e- 
vail with Princes to will that, which is not only 
very uſeful, but abſolutely neceſſary for them. 

Your, Majeſty's Mind has fo abfolute a Sway over 
your Body, that the leaſt; of., your Paſſions ſeize 
rour Heart, and diſturb the whole Frame of your 
Perton ; many Experiences haye, conving'd, me 
of this Truth, with ſo much Certaiaty, that; 1 have 
never {cen you lick by any 'other Principle, 
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G OD has been pleas'd to give your Majeſty 
Force enough couragiouſly to dear thoſe things, 
in which youare moſt concern'd, in Aﬀairs of the 
greateſt Conſequence; but as a Counterpoiſe to 
this great Quality, He has permitted your be- 
ing ſo ſenſible, to thoſe things which concern you, 
in Subje&ts of far leſs Conſequence, that even things 
which one ſhould think at firſt could not diſpleaſe 
you, trouble you to that degree, that it is im- 
poſiible to eaſe you on ſuch occaſions, according to 
one's Deſire : Time, which makes thoſe Fumes that 
ſurpriſe the Senſe to evaporate, has hitherto been 
the ſole Remedy to ſuch Diſtempers in your Maje- 
ſty, who has no ſooner been ſeiz'd by them, bur 
the Conſequence has prov'd a corporal Indiſpoli- 
tion, | 

In that, you are like thoſe, who deſpiling the 
Points of Swords, through the greatneſs of their 
Courage, cannot, nevertheleſs, by a certain natu- 
ral Antipathy, bear rhe pricking of a Launcer. 

If it were impoſſible tor all Men to prevent, 
by Reaſon, the Surpriſes they receive by their 
Paſſions; yer I would not think it fo in your Ma- 
jelty, who has many excellent Qualities which others 
have not. 

And therefore I am of Opinion, Thar the firſt 
Hear of your eager Youth being paſt, the Flegm 
of a. riper Age will afſiſt you, .4@ ſecure your ſelf 
by Reaſon, againſt an Enemy , which is the 
more dangerous, in that it is internal and dome- 
ſtick ; and which has done you ſo much harm, par- 
ticularly twice or thrice, that ir had like to have coſt 
you your Life. £8 

As it isa thing very important for your Health, 
it is no Icf8 conliderable for your Reputation and 
Glory, 
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Glory, which capnot ſuffer that any thing, which 
is nothing in Reaſon, ſhould have an Influence over 
your Sentiments, which ought to be regulated by 
it in all things. 

Neither can[ forbear, on this Subje&, to reite- 
rate a Petition I have often made to your Majeſty, 
conjuring you to apply your Mind to great things 
important to your State, and to deſpiſe little ones, 
which are unworthy of your Cares and Thoughts. 

It will be advantagious and glorious to you, of- 
ten to meditate on the moſt conſiderable Deſigns 
which the courſe of Afﬀairs will put in agitation; 
whereas you will be fo far from (eriving the lealt 
Advantage, by applying your Mind too much on 
thoſe which are not of that nature, that, on the 
contrary, you will receive great prejudice by it ; not 
only in that ſuch Occupations will divert you from 
others of more Conſequence, bur alſo by reaſon that 
as [mall 'Thorns are more capable of pricking than 
great ones, Which are eaſily perceiv'd, it would be 
:mpoſlible for you to avoid many Vexations, of 
no uſe to the Aﬀairs of the State, and very preju- 
dicial to your Health, 

The great Diſquiets wherewith I have ſeen your 
Ming agitated on divers occaſions, oblige me to 
repreſent to you, in. this place, as I have done on 
ſever: 1 other occa'ions, That as certain Cares are 
necMary for the W-lfare of Human Afﬀairs, there 
are ſome which can produce no other Effects, than 
to alter the Good Diſpolition of Hin who applies 
himlelf too eagerly ro them ; and ſuch a Surpriſe 
to thoſe who ſerve, that the Trouble of their Mind 
renders them the leſs capable to perform what is ex- 
pected from them, 
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The Experience which a Reign and Govern- 
ment of Twenty five Years affords your Majeſty, 
does not permit you to be 1gnorant, that in great 
Affairs, the Effefts never anſwer the Orders thar 
have been given exaCtly. Ir alſg informs. you, that 
you ſhould rather pity thoſe , to whom you com- 
mit the execution of your Will, when their Labour 
does. not ſucceed, thanPFto impute to them the ill 
Events which they are not guilty: of. 

G OD alone can render his Reſolutions infal- 
lible ; and yet his Goodneſs is ſuch, that, letting 
Men a& according to their Weakneſs, he ſifters 
the difference there is berween-their Events, and his 
Diſpolitions; which teaches Kings to ſufter thar pa- 
tiently by Reaſon, which their Creator only indures 
out of his Goodneſs. | 

Your Majeſty:being naturally of a tender Con- 
ſtitution, not very healthy, of a reſtleſs impatient 
Humour, "particularly when you. are /in an- Artny, 
of which you: take the Condu&t-upon- your ſelf, I 
ſhould think my ſelf guilty. of a Crime,: if I did not 
make-it my -humble Requeſt tg'you, to avoid. War 
for the future as much as it-.is poſlible 3 which/I do 
uport this; Foundation,. "That the Levity. and. In- 
conſtancy of. the French, can only be vanquiſh'd 
by the: Preſence of their: -Malter,, and that your 
Majeſty cannot, without expoling your ſelf to 
Ruin, tix upon 1o laſting a Detign,nor conſequently 
expect a good: Succeſs trom jt. 

You have fuficiently ſhewn your Valour, and 
' the:Power. of. your Arms, to think on nothing for 
the furure, but to enjoy that Peace and Tranqui- 
lity, which: you have. acquir'd-ro the Kingdom by 
your Labour, keeping your ſ{e]f in a poſture yr = 
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fend it againſt all thoſe, who, contrary to Publick 
. Faith, would offend you anew. 

As it is very uſual to many Men to have no a&i- 
on, unleſs they are animated by ſome Paſſion, in 
which they may be compar'd to Incenſe, which 
never ſmells ſweet but when it is put into Fire, I 
cannot forbear telling your Majeſty, that this Con - 
ſtiturion, which is dangerous in all ſorts of Men, is 

icularly ſo in Kings, who ought to be guided 

y Reaſon above all others. 

And indeed whenever Paſſion inclines 'to Good, 
it is by chance, ſeeing that by its Nature ir makes 
us ſwerve ſb much from it, that” it blinds thoſe in 
whom it reigns ;. atid- that though a blind Man 
may chance to hit- upon the right Way, yet it 
is a wonder if he does not loſe himſelf; and he muſt 
needs ſtumble often, unlefs he has an extraordinary 
Fortune. 

" So many Misfortunes have befallen Princes and 
their States, when they have follow'd their own Sen- 
timents to the prejudice of Reaſon; and that inſtead 
of conſulting Publick Intereſt, they have been gui- 
ded by their Paſſions, that i is unpoſſible not to 
intreat: your Majeſty to reflect often upon it, in or- 
der to confirm your felt more and more in what 
you. have all along praCctis'd to the contrary, 

I alſo humbly crayeyou would be pleas'd often to 
call: to mind what I have repreſented teveral times to 
you, That no Prince can be in a worſe Condition,than 
he who nor being always able to do thoſe things 
himſelf which he is oblig'd to do, is loth to permic 
others to do them for him ; and that to be capable 
to: ſuſter himſelf ta be ſerv'd, - is not one of the leaſt 
Qualities a great Ring can have; ſecing that other- 
wile occaſions are often ſooner fled, than Men can 
diſpoſe 


(155 ) 
diſpoſe themſelves to take hold of them, whereby 
favourable ConjunEtures for the advancement of the 
State are loſt, for Subje&ts of no conſideration. 

The late King your Father _—_ reduCd to a 
great Neceflity, paid his Servants with good Words; 
and made them do things by Carelles, which his 
Neceſlity did not allow him to incline them to any 
other way. 

Your Majeſty not being of that Conſtitution, 
has a natural drineſs, which you take from the 
Queen your Mother, as herſelf has often told you 
in my preſence, which hinders you from imitating 
the late King on this Subjet, I cannot forbear 
repreſenting to you, that it is your Intereſt todo 
good to thoſe who ſerve you ; and that, at leaſt it 
is reaſonable to take particular care not to ſay any 
thing to diloblige them. 

As I ſhall have an occaſion in the ſequel to treat 
of the Liberality which is neceflary in Princes, I 
will ſay no more of it in this place ; but I will en- 
large upon the Evils which attend thoſe who ſpeak 
too freely of their Subjetts. * 

The Wounds which are receiv'd by Swords, are 
eaſily * cur'd ; but it is not ſo by thoſe of /the 
Tongue, particularly by the Tongues of Kingy, 
the Authority of which makes them incurable, un- 
leſs the Cure comes from themſelves, 

The higher a Stone is thrown from, the more 
impreſſion it makes where it lights ; many would 
freely expoſe themſelves to be run through by .the 
Swords of their Maſter's Enemies, who cannot bear 
a Scratch from his hand. 

As a Fly is not Meat for an Eagle; as the Lion 
deſpiſes thoſe Animals which are not of his Force ; 
as a Man attacking a Child would be blam'd by all 

the 


( 156 ) | 
the World ; ſo I preſume to ſay, That great Kings 
ought never to wotind private Perſons with Words, 
becauſe they bear no proportion to their Gran- 


E, 

Hiſtory is full of the ill Events which have been 
occalion*d by the liberty great Men have formerly 
allow'd their Tongues, to the prejudice of Perſons 
they deem'd to be of no Conſideration. | 

GOD has been pleas'd to favour your Majeſty 
ſo much, that you are not naturally inclin'd to do 
harm ; and therefore it is reaſonable you ſhould 
regulate your Words ſo much, that they may not 
do the leaſt prejudice. 

I am certain, that you will not willingly fall 
into that Inconvenience : But as it is difficult for 
you to ſtop your firſt Motions, and your ſudden 
Agitations of Mind, which do ſometimes tranſport 
you, I ſhould not be your Servant, unleſs I ac- 
quainted you, that your Reputation and Intereſt 
requires your taking a particular care to ſuppreſs 
them, ſeeing that rhough fuch liberty of Speech 
ſhould not wound your Conſcience, yet it would 
very much-prejudice pour Afﬀairs. 

As to ſpeak well of one's Enemies, is an Hetoick 
Vertue. - A Prince cannot ſpeak licenrioully of 
thoſe who would venture a thouſand Lives for his 
Service, withour committing a notable Faulr a» 
gainſt the. Laws of Chriſtians, as well as againlt 
lound: Policy. | 

AKing whoſe Hands are undefiled, whoſe Heart 
is pure, | and whoſe Tongue is innocent, has not a 
common Vertue ; and thoſe who poſleſs thoſe two 
firſt: Qualitics eminently, as your Majeſty does, 
may eahily acquire the third. 

; As 
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As it ſuits with the Grandeur of Kings to be re- 
ferv'd in their Words,that nothing may come out of 
their Mouths capable to offend private Perſons ; 
ſo in Prudence it behoves them not only to take care 
never to ſay any thing to the diſadvantage of the 
Principal Communities of their State, but more- 
over, to ſpeak in ſuch a manner of them, that they 
may bave reaſon to believe they have an Aﬀecion 
for them : The molt important Afﬀairs of the State 
oblige them ſo often to croſs them, for Publick 
Good, that Prudepce requires they ſhould be farif- 
hed in things which are not of that nature. 

It is not ſufficient for great Princes, never to 
open their Mouths to ſpeak ill of any body ; bur 
Reaſon requires they ſhould ſhur their Ears againſt 
Slanders and falſe Reports, and that they ſhould 
turn out, and baniſh the Authors of them, as dan- 
gerous Plagues, which infeCt the Courts and Hearts 
of Princes, and the Minds of all thoſe who come 
near them. If thoſe who have a free acceſs to the 
Ears of Kings, without deſerving it, are dangerous, 
thoſe who poſleſs their Hearts out of pure Favour, 
are much more ſo; ſeeing that in order to preſerve 
ſuch a Treaſure, they muſt needs make uſe of Art 
and Malice, to ſupply the want af Vertue which is 
not in them. 

I cannot forbear adding upon this Subjeft, That 
I have always dreaded for your Majeſty the Power 
of ſuch Men, more than the Power of the greateſt 
Kings of the World; and that ir behoves you 
more to beware of the Artifice of a Menial Ser- 
vant, than of all the Factions the Grandees 
could form in your State, th@wgh they ſhould all 
tend to the ſame End. 

| M When 
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When 1 was firſt introduc'd into the Manage- 
ment of Aﬀairs, thoſe who had had the Honour to 
ſerve you before, were prepoſleſs'd that your Ma- 
jeſty believ'd whatever was reported to their preju- 
dice ; and upon that Foundation, their principal 
Care was cver to keep ſome of their Confidents 
about you, to ſecure themſelves againſt the Evil 
they were afraid of. 

"Though the Experience I have of your Majeſty's 
ſtcadineſs in relation to me, obliges me to acknow- 
ledge, either that their Opinion was ill grounded, 
or that the RefleCtions which T'ime has allow's you 
to make upon me, have remov'd that Eaſineſs of 
Youth; yet I muſt needs conjure you to ſettle your 
ſelf ſo firmly in the ConduCt you have been pleas'd 
to uſe towards me, that no body may, have reaſon 
to dread a contrary Fate. 

In the next place, I muſt alſo tell you, That as 
Prince's Ears muſt be ſhut againſt Calumnies , 
ſo;.they. muſt be open 'to hearken to the Truths 
YN ich are uſciul to, the State 3 and that as the 
Tongue muſt have no morion to ſay any thing 
to the prejudice of any body's Reputation ; fo it 
muſt be free and bold to ſpeak, when Publick Inte- 
reſt is-concern'd. | 

I mention theſe two Points, becauſe T haveoften 
obſerv'd , that-it was no-ſina!l trouble to your 
Majeſty to have the Patience to hearken even to 
that which was. moſt important to you ;; and that 
when the Welfare of your Afﬀairs oblig'd you to 
expreſs your Will, not only to Perſons F grect 
Quality, but alſo to'thoſe of mean Condition, you 
had much ado to refolve to do it, when you ſuſpe- 
fed that it would Þe diſagreeable to them, . 

| I 
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I confeſs, that the ſaid Dread js a fign of Good- 
neſs ; but to be no Flatterer, I muſt alſo tell you, 
that it is a ſign of Weakneſs, which though tole- 
rable in a private. Man, cannot be ſo in a great 
King, conlidering what Inconveniences it may be 


_ attended with. 011 


. 1 lay no ſtreſs upon that ſuch a Proceeding would 
lay all the Odium and Hatred of Reſolutions upon 
your Majeſty's Council, becauſe that is inconhide- 
rable, if it could prove beneficial to the Aﬀairs of 
the State 3 but that which is worth con{idering, is, 
that there are often occaſions, in which whatloever 
Authority a Miniſter can have, it cannot be ſuf- 
ficient to produce certain Eftecs,, which require the 
Voice of a Soveraign, and an abſolute Power. + 
.- Moreover, it the Grandees were once perſuaded, 
that an unſeaſonable Shame would hinder a King 
from performing the Office of a King,.an Comman+ 
ding abſolutely, they would always pretend to ob» 
tain by Importunity, the contrary of what has been 
order'd by Reaſon ; and finally, -their' Audacioufs 
neſs might proceed fo far,. that fnding. their Prince 
apprehenſive of acting like a [ylaſter, they would 
grow. weary of acting as Subjeds. LE Np 
_Princes muſt have a Maſculine Vertue, and do 
every thing by Reaſon, without. being . guided by 
Inclination, which often leads thera antb dangerous 
Precipices, if thoſe which blind them; and induce 
them to do whatever they pleaſe, are: capable to 
produce Miſchief, when they follow them with too 
much Inadvertency, the natural Averſion they re- 
ceive ſometimes without a Cauſe, may cauſe grea» 
ter yet, unleſs they are temper'd by Reaſon as they 
ought to be. 
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In ſome occaſions your M:jeſty has ſtood int need 
of your Prugence to check the Tendency of thoſe 
two Paſſions ; but more in the laſt rhan in the firſt, 
finice it is eaher ro do Milchicf, following the Di- 
Eares of Averhon, which requires nothing but a 
Command in a King, than ro do good according 
to one's Inclination ; which cannot be done, with- 
our depriving one's ſeit of one's own, which many 
Perſons can hardly reſolve to do. 

Thote two Motions are contrary to. the Genius 


. of Kings, | principally it reflecting little upon 


them, they oftener follow their Inſtin& than their 
Reaſon. 

They often induce them to engage in the Divi- 
ſions, which-are frequent in Courts, among private 
Perſons, which has occalion'd great Inconvenien- 
ces.in my time - Their Dignity. obliges them to 
reſerve themſelves tor Realon, which' is the only 
Party they ought to eſpouſe on all occaſions ; they 
cannot do otherwiſe, without diveſting themſelves 
of the Quality: of Judges'and of Soveraigns, to take 
that of Parties,” and fubmitting, in forge meaſure, 


to the Condition of private Men. 


1hey thereby expoſe their ' State to many Ca- 
bals and Fadttions, 'which are form'd afterwards. 
Thoſe who 'are-+to defend themſelves againſt rhe 
Power ot a King, are too ſen({ible that they can ne- 
ver do it by Force, to attempt it otherwiſe than by 
latrigues, Artifaces, and Cabals, which often occa- 

{1>n. great rroubte in States. 
. The Sincerity which is neceſlary in a Man who 
makes a Teſtament, does not permit my. Pen to 
end this Section, without making a Conteſſton as 
true as it is advantagious for your Majeſty's Glory, 
lince 
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ſince itwill teſtifie to all the World, That the Law 
of GOD has always been a Bound capable to = 


the Violence of oy Inclination or Averſion, whi 
could have furpris'd your Mind ; which being liable 


to the leaſt Deiet of Human Nature, has always 
Thanks bero G O D, been free of the moſt no- 
table ImperfeCtions of Princes. 
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Which repreſents the preſent State of the 


King's Houſhold ; and ſets forthwhat ſeems 
ts be neceſſary, in order to pat it into that 
in which it ought to be. 


| He Order of Arts, and of all good Diſci- 
' pline, requires that a Man ſhould begin 
is Work by that Part which. is molt ealie. 

Upon this Foundation, the firſt thing an Archi- 
tect does, who undertakes a great Building, is to 
make a Model of it; in whight the Proportions 
muſt be ſo well obſerv'd, that $c*may ſerve him as 
a Meaſure and Foot tor his great Delign : And 
when he cannot compaſs the faid' Project, he lays 
alide his Enterprize ; common Senſe making the 
dulleſt ſenſible, that he who cannor perform the 
leaſt, is altogether incapable of the molt. 

In that Conſideration, as the meaneſt Capacities 
are ſen{ible, That as the Structure of Man 1s an 
Abſtract of that of the Great Word , fo private Fa- 
milies are the true Models of States, and of Re- 
publicks ; and every body being perſuaded, that 
he who either cannot, or will not regulate his Fa- 
miy; 13-not capable to Order a State Reaſon did 
require, that in order to compaſs the Reformation 
of this Kingdom, I ſhould begin by that of your 
Majeſty's Houſhold. 


Never= 
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Nevertheleſs, I confeſs, that I never durſt under” 
take ir, by reaſon that your Majeſty having ever 
hid an Averſion for the Orders you reckon®d to be 
of ſmall conſequence, when any private Perſons 
were concern'd in them, no body could propoſe 
ſuch a Deſign, without openly ſhocking your In- 
clination, and the Intereſt of many Men, who be- 
ing continually about you in great Familiarity, 
might have prejudic'd you againſt thofe Orders 
which were moſt neceſſary for your State, to put a 
ſtop to thoſe of your Houſhold, the Irregularity of 
which were uſeful ro them. 

But as a Teſtament ſets forth many Intentions, 
which the Teſtaror durſt not divulge during © his 
Lite, this will petition your Majeſty towards the 
Reformation of your Houſhold, which has been 
omitted, both by reaſon that though it did ſeen 
more ealie than that of the Srate, yet it was in e>- 
fe&t much more difficult ; and al{o becaute Pradence 
obliges to ſuffer in ſome meafure ſmall Lofles, ro 
gm conſiderably in others. 

As it is obvious to all the World, that no Ring 
ever carried the Dignity of his State to a higher 
degree than your Majeity ; ſo no body can deny, 
that none ever ſufter'd the Luſtre of his EHouſhold 
to be more trampled upon. 

The Strangers who huve travell'd in France 
in my time, have often wonder'd to ſee a State f6 
exalred, 2nd a Houſhold fo debuas'd. 

And indeed it is infeni{ibly decay'd to that de- 
gree, that ſome are in polletiton of the hoſt Places 
ot it, who under the Reigns of your Predeceflors, 
durſt not have prefum'd to afpire to the lealt : All 
things have been in confulion there, from the 
Kitchen to the Cabinet, 

M 4 Vhere- 


( 164 ) 


Whereas in the King your Father's time, the 
Princes, the Officers of the Crown, and all the 
Grandees of the Kingdom, did commonly ear at 

our Tables, in your time they ſeem only eſta- 

liſh'd for Servants, common Chevaux Lepers, 

and Gens d4'.-rms. Moreover, they have been ſo 
i ſerv d, that ſome of them have been ſo nice 
as to deſpiſe them, inſtead of being fond of 
them. 

Strangers have often found fault, even with 
your own, being ferv'd by common naſty Sculli- 
ons, whereas thole of other Kings are only ſerv'd 
by Gentlemen. 

I am ſenſible that this Cuſtom has not been in- 
troduc'd in your time ; bur it is never the more to- 
lcrable for being ancient, ſince it is abſolutely dero- 
gating from the Dignity and Grandeur of ſo great 
a Prince. 

.I am alſo ſenſible, that the ſaid Pradtice has 
been ſufter'd hitherto, under pretence of the Safety 
of Kings, ſaying, Thar it is impoſſible for Officers 
to anſwer for what they have done, unleſs they 
carry, or ſee it carried themſelves ro your Ma- 


But this Reaſon ſeems inconſiderable ro me, 
ſince there is no reaſon to believe, that a Scullion 
will be more taithtul ro his Maſter, than a Gentle- 
man, who in divers other occaſions might betray 
him, it he were ſo minded. | 

Fourſcore young Gentlemen, whom your Ma- 
jeſty maintains Pages of your Chamber, or of your 
Stables, would be much better employ'd in that 
Service, than in barely ſerving your Firlt Gentle- 
men, or Queries wao Command them ; and with- 
our 
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out doubt as they would do it with more Dignity, 
they would not perform it with leſs Fidelity. 

The Neatneſs, which is becoming in all places, 
is conſequently more requir'd yer in the Palaces of 
Kings : The Magnificence of Furniture is the more 
—_—_ there, by reaſon that Foreigners only 
judge of the Grandeur of Princes by what appears 


externally ; and yet though your Majeſty is vaſtly 


ftor'd with the ſame, both fine and rich, which 
are deſtroy'd in the Places where they ſhould be 

reſery'd: Your Majeſty often uſes ſuch in your 
Tine, that thoſe to whoſe ſhare they fall when 
you lay them alide, do not think hr to uſe them 
after you 

The Entrance into your Cabinet has been al- 
low'd to all Men, not only tothe Prejudice of your 
Dignity, but alſo in Contempt of the Safety of 
your Perſon. 

Ambaſſadors have been crowded more by Foot- 
men, by Pages, and other inferiour Officers, than 
by the Grandees ot your State, in their Audien- 
ces; and nevertheleſs, your Dignity , and the an- 
cient Cuſtom of this Kingdom, require on ſuch Oc- 
calions your being attended by the Princes, Dukes, 
and Peers, the Officers of the Crown, and other 
Grandees of your State. 

I am ſen{ible, that moſt Kingdoms have diffe- 
rent Cuſtoms : That in Spain, the Greateſt ſee 
their King oftner than in England : There are 
ſuch good Orders there upon that Subje&, that 
though all the Doors are open, none are ſeen in 
the Chambers or Cabinets, but fuch as have a 
free entrance there, by their Digaities and Em- 
ployments, 

I 
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I know moreover, that it is a Privilege of thoſe 
who bear your Crown, to be crowded by their 
Subjefts ; but ir ſhould be with this diſtin&tion, 
that uſually it ought to be by your Nobility, and 
on the occaſion of receiving Foreigners by qualify'd 
Perſons, of which there is a ſufhcient Number in 
your State, to make them obſerve the Grandeur and 
Singularity of it, by that Prerogative, | 

In a Word, Diſorder reigns ſo univerſally in all 
your Majeſty's Houſhold, that there is no particu- 
lar place free from it. 

Though all great Princes are careful to have 
an Equipage of great Horſes, ſuitable to their 
Grandeur, your Majeſty never had one in your 


. great Stable, which you could uſe on occation ; 


though you are at a greater Charge about it, than 
ever any of your Predeceffors were. 

I might eaſily ſpecifie many other Defedts, no 
feſs remarkable than this ; but I will not enter into 
the Particulars of ſo great a Diſorder, both becauſe 
it would be a very difficult Task, without deſcen- 
ding too low for the Dignity of this Work ; and 
that it is ſufficient ro know a Diſtemper without 
publiſhing it, to preſcribe Remedies for the fame. 
{ will pertorm my Dury, in propoling to your Ma- 
jelty the true means to afford as much Luſtre to 
your Houſhold, as there is Meanneſs and Diſorder 
in it at preſent. 

The firſt thing which is neceſlary to that end, is, - 
"That your Majeſty ſhould be ſtrongly bent to the 
faid Reformation ; ſince it is certain, that in Afﬀairs 
of this nature, the Will of Kings is like the Will of 
GOD, in relation to the mott dithcult things, in 
which to will and to do, is one and the ſame 
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The ſecond is, That you would be pleas'd, for 
the future, to employ none but Pet ſons of ity 
in the Firſt Places of your Houſhold, having all the 
ualifications which are requir'd to diſcharge their 
Truſt worthily. 

Let an Officer be never ſo great, he will apply 
himſelfto the leaſt Dependencies of his Office, it he 
be capable of it; becauſe he will judge them to be 
of Conſequence, as indeed they are. 

Unleſs the Stewards, for inſtance, take a. partt- 
cular Care, to Yauſe thoſe Places ro be cleans'd, 
Morning and Evening , where People eat, as 
ſoon as the 'T'ables are remov'd, they will be wan- 
ting m one of the moſt material Points of their 
Charge. 

I may fay the fame of all the Principal Officers, 
and particularly of the Firſt Gentlemen of your 
Chamber, who muſt be caretul to keep all your 
Majeſty's Apartment fo neat and fo clean, that it 
will not be tao much to ſweep and perfume them 
three or four times a day, by reaſon of the vaſt 
Concourſe of People which cannot be avoided 
there, though it be never ſo well regulated. 

Provided every Man be quality'd tor his Office, 
every thing will be done according to your Maje- 
{ty's Deſire ; and the Regulation of all the reſt, 
depends on this point: For whatever Rule be eſta- 
bliſh'd, it will prove uſelets, unleſs there are Men 
capable to ſee it periorm'd ; and if they are, they 
will have Wit enough to cauſe that to be done, 
which Reafon will ſhew them to be neceſlary tor 
the Dignity of their Place, and for the Service of 
their Maſter. 

The third conſiſts in 'That your Majeſty ſhouid 
employ none but Gentlemen in all the Places of 
\ OUT 
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Your Houſhold, unleſs in the Loweſt; which con- 
fributing much towards your Dignity, will create 
the more Aﬀection into your Nobility, in that they 
will have more means to advance themſelves near 
your Perſon. 

By this means, your Majeſty may make the 
four Troops of your Gens d' rms of the Body, the 
Four beſt Troops of Gens d'Arms in your 
Kingdom; it being moſt certain, that there are 
many Gentlemen who would be over-joy'd tohave 
2 means to live in that Quality? provided thoſe 
Places be given them gratis, which are now ſold at 
who gives molt. 

In that caſe, many will be glad to have that Em- 
plo;ment, who would by no means accept of it 
at preſent, becauſe it is uſurp'd by Perſons who do 
not deſerve it. 

And all Gentlemen will willingly accept of it, 
npon the account of the acceſs it will give them at 
Court , where a Chance and ſome Acquaintance 
may advance their Fortune in an inſtant. 

Your Majeſty will alſo receive another Benefit 
by the ſaid Eitabliſhment, in that as it will lefſen 

the Number of the * Roteriers, 
— ord Fiz Who are freed of the Tailles by 
Nebilaty or Gerry. the Places they enjoy in your 

Houſhold, ir will encreaſe the 
Number of thoſe who are to help the People to 
bear the Burthen they are over-whelmed with at 
preſent. 

The fourth is, That your Majeſty ſhould give 
all the Places of your Houſhold gratis, without 
allowing them to bo lold upon any Conſwderation 
whatever. 


It 
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It may be urg'd, perhaps, That it is not tea- 
fontable, that thoſe who have bought Places very 
dear, ſhould not be allow'd to fell them again ; 
bur as ir is impoſſible ro make any Settlements of 
great uſe for the Publick, without their being at- 
tended with ſome Inconveniencies for private Per- 
ſons, the ſaid Inconvenience is not con(iderable, 
ſeeing that as they did not buy their Places with 
an +: fcendk of leave to fell rhem again, like rhoſe 
Officers who pay an Annual Duty to the King, 
they may be depriv'd of the Hopes they had fram'd 
to themſelves, withour any Injuſtice. 

And though ſome private Perſons may find 
themſelves griev'd by tfuch an Alteration, all the 
Nobility and the Greateſt will find a notable Ad- 
vantage by it, in-that whereas they were former- 
ly oblig'd to ſell a conliderable part of their Eſtates 
to get Places, which has often ruin'd the belt Fami- 
ies of the Kingdom, there will be no means left 
to expect them, but Merit ; which will hinder them 
from raining their Eſtate, and will oblige them 
to acquire Vertue, which is deſpis'd in this Age, 
becauſe the Price of all things only cenliſts in 
Money. 

Moreover, there will be ſo many means to ſa- 
tisfie thoſe who upon the account of any parti- 
cular Conſideration will deſerve to be exempted 
from the general Rule, That the Publick will re- 
ceive the Benefit of the Advantage your Ma- 
jelty will be pleas'd to procure them, and yet 
ſuch private Perſons as might have cauſe to com- 
plain with Jultice, will receive no prejudice 
by it. 


As 
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As -it is impoſſible to queſtion the Uſefulneſs 
of theſe Propoſitions , the Facility to put them 
in Execution is evident, ſince; as abovelaid, it on- 
ly requires a firm and conſtant Reſolution in 
your Majeſty, to reap the Benefit of the ſame, and 
ro reſtore your Houſhold to its former Greatneſs, 


CHAP. 
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Which ſhews that the beſt Prince ſtands in need of 
a good Council, 


know, Whether a Prince who Governs a State 

by his awn Head, is more delirable than he 
who not conkiding ſo much in his own Abilities, 
relies much,on his Council, and does nothing with- 
out their Advice ? 

Whole Volumes might be compil'd of the Rea» 
ſons which might be alledg'd, for and againft it; 
Bur refgrring this Queſtion to the particular Fa& 
which obliges , me to iatroduce it in this place ; 
after having preferr'd the Prince who as more 
by his Council, than by his own Ppinion, to hin 
who prefers his own Head to all thoſe of his Coun- 
ſellors; 1cannot forbear faying, "That as the wore 
Government. is that, which has no other Spring 
than the Head of a Prince, who being incapable, 
is ſo preſumpruous as to flight all Counſel ;the 
belt of all is that of which the main Spring is in 
the Senſe. of the Soveraign, who, though capable 
to At by Himſelf, has fo,nuch Modeſty and 
Judgment, that he does nothing without Advice, 
upon this principle, "That one Eye does not fee fo 


well as many. 
Belides 


]: is no ſmall queſtion among Politicians, to 
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Beſides that Reaſon diſcovers the Solidity of this 
Deciſion, Truth obliges me to ſay,” That Expe- 
rience has convinc'd me ſo much of it, that I can- 
not forbear affirming ir, without doirig my felt a 
Violence. 

A Capable Prince is a great Treaſure in a State ; 
a Skilful Council, and ſuch as it ought to be, is no 
lefs-conſiderable : Bur the Concert of Both toge- 
ther, is of an ineſtimable Value, ſince thereon de» 

pends the Felicity of States. 

' Ir is certain, that the moſt happy States are 
thoſe, in which Princes and Counſellors are the 
Wileſt. 

It is alſo certain, That there are few Princes ca- 
pable to Govern States alone ; and, moreover, 
though there were many, they ought notto do it. 

The Almighty Power of G O D, his infinite 
Wiſdom, and his Providence, do not hinder Him 
from making uſe,in things which he might do by his 
bare Will, of the Miniſtry of Second Cauſes ; and 
conſequently Kings, whoſe PerfeCtions are limit- 
ted, inſtead of being infinite, would commit a no- 
table Fault, in nt following his Example. 

But whereas it is not in their power, as in 
GODs, to ſupply the DefeCts of thoſe they em- 
ploy, they muſt be very careful ro chuſe them as 

rte& and as accompliſh'd as pothble can be. 

Many Qualihcations are requir'd ro make a per- 
fe& Counſellor ; nevertheleſs they may be reduc'd 
to Four, . viz. Capacity, Fidelity, Courage, and 
Application, which includes many others. 
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SECT. IL 


Which repreſents what" Capacity is requir d in # 
good Counſellor. 


"T2 Capacity of Counſellors does not require a 
pedantick Knowledge : None can be more 
dangerous in a State, than thoſe who will Goyerr 
Kingdoms by the Maxims they - find in Bdoks : 
They often ruin them thereby, becauſe the' Time 
paſt has no relation to ' the/-preſti, and thar'rhe 
Conſtitution of Times, Places, 'fnd-Perfons, 'is*dif- 
ferent. 197 ver | is 

It only requires Goodneſs, Steadineſs 'of *Mind; 
Solidity of "Judgment, true Source of: Prudence, a 
reaſonable TinCture of Letters, a general Know- 
ledge of Hiſtory, and of the preſent Conſtitution 
of all the States of the World, arid” Þarticularly of 
that in which they are. \ | 

Whereupon two things ought particularly to be 
conlider'd : 

The” Firſt, "That the greateſt Wits' are more 
dangerous than uſeful - in the: Management-ot 
Aﬀairs ; aunlefs 'they have a great deal ' more 
Lead than' Quicklilver, they aft” tio- ways fit for 
the State. / * 

Some are fertile in | Inventions; and - abounding 
in Thoughts; bur fo variable in their Deſigns, 
that thoſe of the Morning and:of the Evening, are 
never alike; and have fo little connexity and 
choice intheir Reſolutions, that they alter the good, 
as well as the ill ones, and never remain conſtant 
In any, = 
N [ 
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I may fay with truth, as knowing it by Expe- 
rience, that the Levity of ſuch Men 1s na lefs dan- 
gerous, in the Adininiſtration of Publick Afairs, 
than the Malice of many others. 

Much isto be dreaded from Minds whoſe Viva- 
city is accompanied with little Judgment ; and tho? 
thale, who excell in the Judicious part ſhould'npt 
bave, a great reach, yet they might be uleful to - 


- hg Second Remark to be made on this Subjet 
i5::f hataothing can be moredangerous in a State, 
han 40' give a greas, Authority to certain Men, who 
baye. not Senſejepaugh wv Govern; themſelves, and 
yet think they have too much to ſtand in need of 
any; body's. rage 
- They are neitbex, capable to take a good Coun- 
{cl from their.own Head, nor to follow the Advice 
of thoſe, who are capable to direct them 3 and thus 
they;commit graſs Faults, 
elumprion is one of the greateſt Vices a Man 
can be guilty of, in'publick Employments ;, and it 
Humility is not requir'd in thoſe who are deſign'd 
for the Condudt of States, yet Modeſty is abſolutely 
necel{ary ;. ſince i; is moſt certain, that thoſe who 
have. the: greatelk Parts, are ſometimes the leaſt ca- 
pable.to admit, Society and Counſel; Qualifications 
without which, even thoſe to whom Nature has 
given moſt {Knowledge, are not fit for Govern- 
ment. 
... Without Modeſty, Men of | great Parts are fo 
wedded to their oWniOpinions, that they condemn 
all others, though better; and the Pride of their na- 
tural Conſticution being join'd to their' Authority, 
renders them altogether inſupportable, n, 
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The wiſeſt Man in the World ought to hearken 
to'the Advice of thoſe whom he-thinks leſs capable 
than himſelf 

As in Prudence a Miniſter of State ought to 
ſpeak but little, fo it behoves him to hearken much. 
A Man may profit by all forts of Advices ; the 
Good are uſeful in themſelves, and the 1Il ones con- 
firm the Good. 

In a word, The Capacity of a Miniſter of 
State, requires Modeſty ; and it with that Qua- 
lity be has a good Genius, and Solidity of Judg- 


ment, he will have whatever is neceflary. 


SEC 3. BL 


Which repreſents the Integrity that is requir'd in a 
£ood Counſellor. 


TFT is a different thing to be an honeſt Man in 
what relates to GOD, and in relation to 
Men. 
He who, takes a particular care to obſerve the 
Law gf his Creator, performs his Duty in the 


Þ firſt; bur, to do it in the ſecond, he muſt obſerye 


that which .is preſcrib'd by the Honour of Men. 
Thoſe ; different Integrities are neceſſary in a 
Counſellor of State ; bur it is uncertain yet, whe- 
her he who poſleſies all the Qualifications which 
are. requit'd in order thereunto, as to thoſe of the 


Wattd, alſo commonly has thoſe which make 
"him an honeſt Man beflore GOD. A Man 
; might- be very carctul to regulate his Conſcience 


according to the Will of his Creator, who bein 
N 2 depriy” 
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depriv'd of ſome of the Conditions of that Integri- 
ty, will be leſs fit to be employ'd in the Miniſtry 
of publick Afairs, than he who having them all, 
may be ſubject ro ſome particular Defe&ts, in re- 
ftion to the firſt. 

However, as the Diſorder of Conſcience is the 
true Source of all the Imperfeftions of Man ; I 
declare boldly , That the Two Integrities 1 am 
ſpeaking of, are equally neceflary for the Per- 
£&tion of a Counſellor of State, and that he can- 
not have the ſecond, if he be deſticute of the 
firſt. 

In a word, A States-man muſt be Faithful to 
GOD, to the State, to all Men, and to hinmfelf ; 
which he will be, if, beſides the Qualities above- 
mention'd, he has an AﬀeCtion for the Publick, 
and has no private Ends in his Counſels. 

The Integrity of a publick Miniſter, does not 
ſuppoſe a fearful ſcrupulous Conltcience; on the 
contrary, nothing can be more dangerous in the 
Government of a State; ſince that as the want 
of Conſcience may occalion many Injuſtices and 
Cruelties , Scruples may introduce many Emotions 
and Indulgences, very prejudicial to the Publick : 
For it is moſt certain, that thoſe who tremble m 
the moſt certain things, out of tear to ruin them- 
ſelves, often ruin States , when they might fave 


" themſelves with them. 


As the Integrity of a Counſellor of State can 


' never 'agree with a certain Rigour, which is ac- 


companied with Injuſtice, it is not contrary to the 
Severity which mult be us'd of necefiity in many, 
occalions; on the contrary, it adviles and preſcribes 
it ſometimes, and often: obliges to be Pirilels. 

Ir 
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Ir does not hinder a Man from minding his own 
Bulineſs, in ſerving the State ; but ir only for- 
bids him to think on it, to the pru'udice of pub- 
lick Intereſt, which ought to be dearer to him 
than his own Life. 

That Integrity does not allow a certain Good- 
neſs, in thole who are employ'd in publick At- 
fairs, to ' hinder them from boldly refuſing thoſe 
who have unjuſt Pretenſions ; on the contrary, 
it requires, that in granting that- which 1s, rea- 
ooable, they ſhould be ſteady in denying what 1s 
not ſo, 

I cannot proceed on this Subject, without ſay- 
ing what. Ferdinand Great Duke of Fiorence , 
who liv'd. in our time, was us'd to ſay on the 
ſaid Subje&, That he would prefer a corrupted 
Man, before one whoſe Facility was extraordi- 
nary ; becauſe, added he, a corrupted Perton can- 
not always be wrought upon by his Intereſt, 
which does not always come in play ; whereas he 
who is of an eafie Temper, is ealily ſway'd by 
all thoſe who preſs him ; which happens the ottner, 
by reaſon that it is known, that he is not capable 
to reſiſt thoſe who prels him. 

The ſaid Integrity requires that all thoſe who are 
employ'd in the Government of a State, ſhould 
walk an even pace; and that as they aCt to the ſame 
End, they ſhould hold the ſame Language ; other- 
wiſe, if any one be found, who, though he behaves 
himſelt well in effe&t, ſpeaks leſs reſolutely than 
thereſtto decline Envy ; belides, that he will be wan- 
ting inthe Integricy requir'd ia a Miniſter ot Stare, 
te will load thoſe with Hatred whoſe treenels of 
Speech is conſonant to the Steadineſs of their Actions. 

N 3 There 
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There are Men , whoſe Vertue conſiſts mor®© 
in Bewailing Diſorders, than in applying a Reme- 
dy to the ſame, by the eſtabliſhment of a good 
Diſcipline. 

Thoſe are not the Men we ſeek for ; their Ver- 
tue is only in appearance ; and as it has no Adti- 
on which can be of uſe, it differs but little from 
nes which has none but what may be hurt- 


The Integrity of a Counſellor of State muſt be 
active ; it Tilains Complaints, and fixes on ſo- 
lid Effets, which may be uſeful to the Publick. 

* There are others, who having nothing but the 
good of the State in their Mouth, have fo extra- 
vagant an Ambition in their Heart, that no End 
can ſtop their Deſires, and nothing can farisfie or 
content them. 

Others proceeding farther, not contented with 
never being 10, convert, under ſpecious Pretences, 
Publick Intereſts to their own; and inſtead of 
guiding Particular Intereſt by that which is Pub- 
hick, they do the contrary, with as much Injuſtice 
as Boldnefs. 

Such Men are not only deſtitute of the Integrity 
Which is neceſſary in the Employment of Publick 
Aﬀeairs, but they are moreover true Plagues to a 
State ; they are the wild Boars of the Scripture, 
in the Vineyard, in a full Vintage, who do not 
only fill their Bellies with it, but ſpoil and de- 
ſtroy all therelt, 

' Thoſe who are of a wilful Temper, and follow 
their 1.jiions more than Reaſon, and who, inſtead 
ot cluimg Men barely upon the account of their 
Capacity, in thoſe things in Which they are to be 

| employ'd, 
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employ'd, chuſe them only becauſe they. are ſen- 
ſible that they have an AﬀeCtion for them, andthar 
they are link'd to their Intereſt, cannot neither be 
reckon'd Men of the Integrity which is requir'd in 
the. Adminiſtration of Stares. 

If a Man be Revengetul, to put him in Authori- 
ty, is to put a Sword m the hand of a Fury : if be 
follows his Appetite, and not Reaſon. m his Ele- 
Qions,. it is expaling the State to be ferv'd by Men 
of Favour, rather than of Merit ; which will occa- 
hon many Inconveniences. 

A Man of true Integrity muft never revenge his 
own Injuries, unleſs when he rights thoſe of rhe 
State : Moreover, he muſt not be mduc'd to pub- 
lick Vengeance, upon the account of his particular 
Intereſt ; and when he does it, as thoſe who have 
a ſcrupulous Integrity, often injure themſelves by a 
good Principle, it may be ſaid with truth, that he 
does good by an ill one. 

As the Integrity of a Counſellar .of State re- 
quires hisbeing proof againlt all forrs of Intereſts 
and of Paſſions, it alſo requires his being ſo againſt 
Calumnies; and that all the Crofles he may meet 
with, may never diſcourage him from doing 
well. 

He muſt know, that the Labour. Men undergo 
for the Publick, is ſeldom acknowledg'd by pri- 
vate Perſons; and that no other Reward is to be 
expected for it on Earth, than that of Fame, which 
is the true Reward of great Souls. 

He muſt alſo know, That the great Men 
who are employ'd in the Government of States, 
are like thoſe who are condemn'd to ſuffer ; 
with this difference only, That thoſe receive the 
N 4 Reward 
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Reward of their Faults, and the others of their 
Merit. 

Moreover, he muſt know, That none but great 
Souls are capable to ſerve Kings faithfully, and to 
ſupport the Calumnies which the Wicked and Ig- 
norant impute to Men of Honour, without dif 
quiet, and without {lackning in the Service they are 
oblig'd to do them. 

e muſt likewiſe know, That the Condition of 
thoſe who are call'd to the Adminiſtration of pub- 
lick Aﬀairs, is much to-be pity'd ; by reaſon that 
if they do well, the Malice of the World leflens 
the Glory of it, pretending that one might do bet- 
ter, though it were abſolutely impoſlible. 

Finally, he muſt know, "That thoſe whoare em- 
ploy'd inthe Miniſtry of the State,are oblig'd to imi- 
tate the Stars, which notwithſtanding the Barking 
of Dogs, lighten them, and follow their Courſe ; 
which ought to oblige him fo far to contemn ſuch 
Injuries, that bis Integrity may not be ſhaken by 
itin the leaſt, nor he hinder'd from proſecuting 
thoſe Ends ſteadily, which he has propos'd to him- 
ſelf for the Advantage of the State, | 
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CTRCT. DV 


Which repreſents what Courage and Force is requir'd 
in a Counſellor of State. 


'T% Courage which is neceflary in this caſe, 
does not require ſo much Boldneſs in a Man, 
as to difpiſe all ſorts of Perils; nothing can be 
more likely to ruin States :' And a Counſellor 
of State ought to be fo far from behaving himſelf 
ſo, that, on the contrapy, it behoves him to be 
very wary on all occations, and to undertake 
nothing without great Conſideration, and in pro- 
per Time. 

Neither does the Courage requir'd in a perfe& 
Counſellor of State, oblige him to think on no- 
thing but Great Things, which happens often to 
the moſt elevated Souls , when they have more 
Courage than Judgment ; on the contrary, ir is 
abſolutely neceflary, that he ſhould ſtoop to the 
meaneſt, though they may ſeem below him art firſt ; 
becauſe great Diſorders often ariſe from ſmall Be- 
ginnings ; and that the moſt conſiderable Eſtabliſh- 
ments, have ſometimes Principles- which ſeem to 
be of no Conlideration, 

But the Courage in queſtion requires a Man to 
be free from Weakneſs and Fear, which render 
thoſe who are tainted with thoſe two Defe&ts, nor 
only incapable of taking good Reſolutions for the 
Publick Good, bur alſo from putting thoſe in exe- 
cution which they have taken, 


It 
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It requires acertain Fire, which makes Men deſire 
and proſecute preat.things with as much Eagernels, 
as the Judgment embraces them with Wiſdom. 

It requires moreover a certain Steadineſs, which * 
makes Men undergo Adverſities bravely, and hin- 
ders them from appearing, and from being alter'd 
In the greateſt Alterations of Fortune. 

_ It ought to give the Miniſter of State an honeft 
Emulationrof Glory ; without which, the moſt ca- 
2 and the moſt worthy ſeldom fignalize them- 
elves by an advantagious Action to the Pub- 

It muſt give him the force to reſiſt, without be- 
ing daunted, Envy , Hatred , Calumny , and all 
the Croſſes which are commonly met with in the 
Adminiſtration of Publick Afﬀairs. | 

Finally, It muſt juſtifie the Saying of Ariſtotle 
in his Perſon, who affirms, That whereas thoſe 
that are Weak make uſe of Cunning and of 
Craft, thoſe who are ſtrong deſpiſe both equal- 
ly, by the juſt Conhdence they bave in them- 

ves, | 

To this end, we mult obſerve, That to be Va» 
liant, and to have Courage, is not the ſame 
thing. 

Valour ſuppoſes a Diſpoſition to expoſe one's 
ſelf willingly on all occaſions to the Perils which 
preſent themſelves , which Courage does not re- 
quire, bur only a ſufficient Refolution ro deſpiſe 
Peril, when we are engag'd in it, and to ſupport 
Adverlity patiently when we are involv'd there- 
mn. 

We may even proceed farther, and ſay, That 
belides the Diſpolition above ſpecify'd, Valour 
requires 
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requires another, which is Corporal, and which 
enables Men, to ſhew their Valour by their 


Arm. 

I am ſenſible, That thoſe who have ſpoken of 
the principal Vertues of Man heretofore, did nor 
underſtand thoſe Diſtin&ions ; but if you conſt 
der them maturely, you will find the firſt abſo- 
lutely neceffary, and the ſecond not ſuperfluous ; 
becauſe moſt Men only judge of a Man's Va- 
lour, by the Performances of his Arm, which ſhew 
his Worth. 

Whatever ſence you take Valour in, it is not 
neceſlary in a Counſellor of State; there is no 
need of his having a Diſpolition to expoſe him- 
ſelf to Perils, nor even a corporeal Aptneſs to 
ſhew his Worth by the virtue of his Arm; it is 
ſufficient for him to have ſo much Courage, thatan 
ill-grounded Fear, and the Crofles he may chance 
to meet with, may not be able to divert him from 
his good and generous Deſign ; and as the Mind 
governs, and not the Hand, it is ſuthcient that his 
Heart ſhould ſuſtain his Head, though it cannot 
infinence his Arm. 


SECT. 


- - — #2 


-_ - by 
_—_—_—_— —_——_——_—_ —_—_— — — —_ 


XIE ASE Tak IARC IR TIES YO OO SR ox. Iu fm - 


_ _ ——__ - _ 


roy 
” 
— — CO 
= - > erat, 
” 3 


—_” 
— 

Rog = 
- E ET; 


- 
> <> ow == 


( 154 ) 


SECT. V. 


Which repreſents what Application is requir'd in 
Counſel: of State. ao 


A Pplication does not may that a Man 
ould Labour inceffantly in Publick Af 
fairs; on the contrary, nothing is more capable 
to make him uſeleſs, than ſuch a proceeding : The 
nature of State-Afﬀtairs requires reſpite ,, by rea- 
ſon that the weight of it is greater, and more bur- 
thenſom than all others; and that the Forces of the 
Mind and Body of Men being limitted, a conti- 
nual Labour would exhauſt them in a ſhort ſpace 
of time. 

It allows all manner of ' honeſt Divertiſements, 
which do not divert thoſe who take them, from 
thoſe things to which they ought to be particularly 
apply d. 

Bur it requires, that he who is engag'd in Pub- 
lick Aﬀairs, ſhould make them his particular Care, 
and ſhould fix his Mind, his Thought and Aﬀe- 
Qtion on them; it requires that the greateſt of his 
S_ ſhould be the good ſucceſs of his At- 

irs. 

It requires that he ſhould often ſurround the 
World, to foreſee what may happen, and to find 
means to prevent the Evils which are to be fear'd, 
and to cxccute thoſe Enterpriſes which Reaſon and 
Publick Intereſt adviſe. 

As it obliges not to loſe one moment in certain 
Aftairs, which may be ruin'd by the leaſt delay 3 

it 


( 185 ) 


it alſo requires, that we ſhould not precipitate our 
ſelves in others, in which time is neceſlary to take 
ſich Reſolutions as one may have no reaſon to re» 
pent of. : 4 EETINS 

One of the greateſt Grievances of this King- 
dom is, that moſt Men apply themſelyes more 
ro thoſe things to which they cannot apply them- 
ſelves withour a Fault, than to thoſe they can- 
not omit without a Crime. 

A Soldier ſpeaks of what his Captain ought to 
do; the Captain, of the Defe&ts he imagines in 
his Colonel ; the Colonel finds'fault with his Ge- 
neral ; the General —_—Y and blames "the 
Condudt of the Court; and none - of ' them move 
in their own Sphere, or think of performing thoſe 
things which their Station particularly obliges them 
to. | 
There are Perſons of ſo little Aﬀion, and” 'of 
ſuch weak Conſtiturions , that they never apply 
themſelves to any thing of'their own accord, bur 
barely receive occaſions, which influence theſe more 
than they do them. 

Such Men are hitter to live in a Cloitter,' than 
to be employ d in the Adminiſtration of States, 
which require Application and ACtivity toge- 
ther ; ſo that when they are in' them, they do as 
much harm by their languiſhing Condu&, as 
another may do good by. an active Applica- 
tion, 

We muſt not expedt great Eftefts from ſich 
Minds ; no body is oblig'd to them for the Good 
they do; neither can they be blam'd much for 
the harm they do, ſince properly ſpeaking, Chance 
acts more in them than themſelves, 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be more contrary to the Applica- 
tion eee neceſſary in Publick Afﬀairs, apples 
Inclination which thoſe who have the Adminiſtra- 


tion of them have for Women. 
I am ſenſible, that there are Minds fo abfolute- 


ly Superiour and Maſters of themſelves, that though | 


they are diverted from what they owe to G O D 
by ome unruly Aﬀection, yet ir does \not divert 
them from what'they owe to the State. There are 
ſame, who not giving tboſe an Influence over their 


Will,, who ſway .their|Pleaſures, only apply them- | 


{clves wholly -to their Buſineſs. 

But ;there are -but few of this nature; and it 
muſt be granted, That as a Woman loſt the 
World, nothing :is :{o capable to ruine States as 
that Sex; when / influencing thoſe who Govern 
them, they often make them move as they pleaſe. 


— 


;and conſequently ill. The beſt of Women's | 


Thoughts being commonly ill, in thoſe who are 
-govern'd, by their 'Paflions, which generally uſurp 
the ;:Empire of Reaſon in their Mind , - whereas 
Reaſon is the only and true Motive which muſt 


animate and influence ;thaſe who are employ'd 


in publick Afﬀairs. 


Whatever Force.a Counſelor of State may have, 


it is.impoſſible for . him to apply himſelt as he 
ſhould do to his Truſt, unleſs he be free from 
all ſach Engagements. He may chance to perform 


his Duty with them ; but heing free of them, he 


will do much better. 
Whatever Station he is in, in order to do well, 
he muſt divide his Time ſo, as to have Hovrs to 


work alone about the Expeditions which are re- | 
quir'd by his Place, and others to give Audience 
7D 1} 
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to every bedy; Reafon obliges hin to treat; every, 
one courteoully, and with as much Civility as his 
Staition, and the diſtin&& Quality of Men wha 
have Buſineſs with him requires. 

This. Article will give. Poſter&y a Teſti» 
mony- of my Integrity, fince. it. preſcribes, what 
I have not been able to. perform in every 

int. 

- have always liv'd civilly with thoſe who had: 
Buſineſs to treat with. me ;. the Nature- of, Aﬀtairs, 
which obliges to refuſly many Perſons, does nei 
ther allow ill Looks , "nor ill Words , when we 
cannot farisfie them by Effetts:' But the ilJatls' at 
my Health has not allow'd: me ta give | accels- to 
every body, as I could have ,wilh'd ; which has 
often, troubled me to that degree, that that Contr 
deration- has foractimes made me defarous / tg: re- 
tire, h 7; 

Nevertheleſs, I may afhrm with truth, That 
I have -husbanded the Weakneſs of my Forces fo 
well, that if I have not been able ro anſwer the 
Delires of every body, they have never been able 
to hinder me trom performing my Duty in rela- 
tion to the State. 

Finally, Application, Courage, Integrity, and 
Capacity, - form the Perfetion of a Counſellor of 
State 3 and: the Concurrence of all thoſe Qualities 
muſt meet; ins his Perfon; op 

A Man may be very honeſt, who: baving ne 
Talent for' Aﬀairs-of State ,. would be altogeiher 
uſeleſs in. them; and would keep Places he were not 
able t6 diſcharge. ., vicoppre nt 

 Anather might be capable, and. have. the Ia» 
tegrity which is requir'd, who not having Courage 


enough 
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enough to ſuſtain the divers Caſualties which it is 
impoſlible to avoid in the Government of States, 
would be prejudicial inſtead of being uſeful. 

Another might meati well, be capable, and 
have Courage together , whoſe Lazineſs would 

ove deſtruQtive to the Publick, he not applying 

imſelf to the FunRions of his Office. 

Another may have a gcod Conſcience, be ca- 
pable , yhave Courage and Application to his 
Employment, who being more ſenlible to the Ob- 
jet which touches him, than to what Concerns 
the Intereſt of the Publick, though he ſerves often 
uſefully, is nevertheleſs much to be fear'd. 

Capacity and Probity produce ſuch a perfe&t 
G—_ between the Underſtanding and the 

ill, that as the Underſtanding knows: how to 
chuſe the beſt ObjeCts,' and the propereſt' means to 
acquire the Poflefſion of them; the Will alfo 
knows. how to embrace them with ſo much 
eagerneſs, that it omits nothing within - its power 
-- compaſs the Ends propos'd by the Underſtan- 

ng. 

INF and Courage produce an honeſt Bold- 
neſs, to tell Kings whart is uſeful for them, though 
it be not altogether pleaſing to them. 

I ſay, an honeſt Boldneſs; becauſe unleſs it 
be well regulated, and always reſpe&tul, inſtead 
of being reckon'd among the Perfe&tions of a 
Counſellor of State, it would be one of his Vices. 

Kings: muſt be ſpoken to with ſilken Words. 
As a faithful Counſellor is oblig'd to mind them 
in private of their Faults with Caution', | he can 
never repreſent them to them in publick, 'withour | 
committing a great Faulr, br 
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To ſpeak that aloud which ought to be whi- 
ſper'd, is a Reproach which may become crimi- 
nal in the Mouth of him who utters it, if he Pub- 
liſhes the ImperfeQtions of. his Prince, to advan- 
rage himſelf by it ; being mote defirous, out of & 
vain Oſtentation , ' ro ſhew that he diſapproves 
them, than that he has a ſincere Deſire to correCt 
them. 

Courage and Speculation produce ſo much Stea- 
dinefs in the Deligns choſen by the Underſtan- 
ding, and embrac'd by the Will, that they are 
protecuted- with Conſtancy , without beifg liable 
to the Changes which the Levity of the French 
ofren produces. 

[xhave not ſpoken of the Force and Health 
of Body neceſfaty in a Miniſter of State, by rea- 
ſon that though it is a great advantage , when 
it meets with all the Qualifications of Mind 
above-mention'd, it is not, nevertheleſs, ſo necelly- 

» but that Counſellors may perform their Fun- 

10ns Without it. 

There are many Employments in the State, in 
which they are abſolutely neceflary, becauſe the 
Body is to aCt as well as the Mind, in repairing to 
divers Places, which often muſb be done with 
ſpeed ; but he who holds the Helm of the State, 
and whoſe ſole Care is the Dire&tion of Aﬀai 
ſtands in no need of that Qualification. 

As the Motion of Heaven only ſtands in need of 
the Intelligence which moves it ; ſo the Force of 
the Mind alone is ſufficient to conduQt a State ; and 


that of the Arms and Legs is not neceſſary to move 
all the World, 


Q As 


( 190 ) 

. As he who Governs a Ship has no other AQ- 
en than that of the Eye to ſee the Compaſs ; 
after which, he orders the Turning of the Helm, 
according as he thinks fit ; ſo in the Condu&t of a 
State , nothing is requir'd but the Operation of 
the Mind, which ſees and orders at once what it 
thinks fic to be done. 

If it be true, that the Sun which heats all things 
is not hot in ir ſelf ; it is evident, that in order 
to make the World a& corporeally, the Action of 
the Body is not requir'd. 

I own nevertheleſs, that I have often wiſh'd my 
ſelf rid of the Government of the State, upon the 
account of my want of Health ; the Line of which 
has been- ſo ſhort, that ir has almoſt been' impoſ- 
ſible for me not to exceed the meaſure of it 
often. 

Finally, After having ſerv'd your Majeſty ma- 
ny Years in the moſt difficult Afﬀairs that can be 
met with in a State, I may conhrm by Ex- 

rience , What Reafon teaches all the World, 

hat it 1s the Head, and not the Arm, which 
conducts States. | 


— —— 
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Which repreſents the Number of Counſellors of State 
that is requiſite, and that one among thens ought 
to have the Superiour Authority: 


Fter having examin'd and diſcover'd the Qua- 

lifications .that are neceflary in thoſe who 
are to be employ'd in the Miniſtry of State, [ 
muſt alſo obſerve, That as the Plurality of Phy- 
ficians ſometimes cauſes the Death of the Patient, 
inſtead of contributing towards his Cure ; ſo the 
State will receive more prejudice than advantage, 
if the Counſellors are in great Number : I add, 
That no benefit can be deriv'd by them, if their 
Number exceeds Four ; and moreover, That one 
of them muſt have the Superiour Authority, to be 
as it were the Primum Mobile, which moves all 
the other Heavens, without being moy'd by any 
thing bur its Intelligence. 

I am loth to fer down this 'Propolition, be- 
cauſe it will look as if I deſignd to maintain 
my own Cauſe; but con{idering that it would be 
ealie for me to prove it by ſeveral Authorities of 
Scripture,of the Fathers, and of Politicians; and that 
the Confidence your Majeſty has always honour'd 
me with, while you have been pleas'd to give 
me a ſhare in the Adminiſtration of Publick Af- 
fairs, wants no other Principle for the defence 
of it, but that which was neceflary for its Eſta» 
bliſhment; I mean, your Will ; whick will be 
lgok'd upon by Toſterity as a juſt Reaſon of the 
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Authority I have had all along in your Councils , 
I find that I may ſpeak upon this Subject without 
being ſuſpeRted ; and that it is my Duty to do it, 
to prove that by Reaſon, which the Honour 1 
have always receiv d from your Goodneſs will au- 
thoriſe by Example. 

The natural Envy which is commonly met with 
among equal Powers, 1s too well knuwn to every 
body to want a long Diſcourſe, to ſhew the 'Truth 
of this Propoſition. 

Divers Haiznces have made me fo knows- 
ing in this matter, that I ſhould think my ſelf 
anſwerable before G O D, if this preſeat Te- 
ſtament did not declare in proper terms, Thar 
nothing can be more dangerous in a State, than 
divers equal Authoricics in the Adminiltration of 
Aﬀeairs. 

V\ hat the one undertakes, is crofs'd by the o- 
ther; and if the worthieſt Men is not the moſt 
capable, though his Propolitions ſhould prove the 
belt, they would always be eluded by the moſt 

owertul in Senſe. 

Each will have their SeCtators, which will form 
divers Parties in the State, and will divide the 
Forces of it, inſtead of uniting them toge- 
ther. 

As the Diſtempers and Death of Men only 
proceed from the Diſcord of the Elements they 
are compos'd of ; ſo itis certain, ' that the Contra- 
riety andthe want of Union,which conſtantly reigns 
among equal Powers, will ever diſturb-the Peace of 
the Stares they bavethe Managemenr-6f, and will 
produce divers Accidents, which finally may ruin 
them, **-. ©! . 
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thoſe who haye no mrtereſt ro blind them, 
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If it be true, That Monarthical Government 
is more conſonant to G O D's than any other ; 
if all Politicians, both Sacred and Prophane, 
teach us, that that Form ſurpaſles all thoſe 
that were ever put in praCtiee ; we may boldly 
affirm, That it the Soveraign cannot , or wil 
not have 2 continual eye himſelf upon his Map, 
and upon his Compaſs, Reaſon requires that he 
ſhould give the peculiar Charge thereot to one 
above all the reſt. 

As divers Pilots never put their Hands at 
once to the Helm ; fo there mult be but one at the 
Helm of the State. 
\, He may receive the Advice of others; [more- 
over, he onght* ſometimes to dehire it ; but he'is 
to examine the' Goodneſs of #t,-and to turn his 
Hand to the Right or Left, as he thinks it beſt, 
to avoid the Storm, and to ſteer his Courſe. 

The main point conſiſts in- making a govd 
Choice on that occaſion, and never to be deceivd 
In it, ' 

Nothing can be 'more eaſte-than to find a Pre 
mum Mobile to move all, without being mov'd 
by any Supefiour Authority 'but- that of his Mas 
ſt:r ; but nothing 'is more difficukt than: ro find 
one to moye well, withour being able to be ntagd 
by any Confiddation 'which: mighc'. ditordevi ns 
Motions," 30 © 42977 i tf 11, oil '! 

All Met will 'think rthemfttves, by their own 
Sence, ' capable of that Fun&on ; but as no Man 
can be a Judge, it: his own Czqule, the Judgmene 


of a thing of" thi#* importance,” mult 'be reterrd to 
; y' ns 
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Such a Man 'will not be capable of being 
wrought upon by the PraCtiſes and Preſents of the 
Enemies of the' State, who may be mov'd by 
their Arrtifices. 

Another may be capable of being wrought 
upon by Intereſts ; which though not criminal, 
might nevertheleſs prove very prejudicial to the 
State. | 

There are many, who would rather die than 
aft againſt their Conſcience, ' who. nevertheleſs 
would not be uſeful to the Publick, becaule they are 
too apt to yield to the Importunities, and+ to the 
Tenderneſs they have for thoſe they love. 

Some may: be incapable of being mov'd by any 
Intereſt whatever, who may be mov'd by Fear, by 
Aſtoniſhment, and by a panick Terrour. 

\\ I am ſenhible, that rhe Capacity, Integrity, 
Courage, and, ina word, all the Qualities which 
we have attributed 'to Counſellors of State, may 
remedy- ſuch Inconveniences ; but, to ſpeak the 
truth, as the Miniſter we are ſpeaking of muſt be 
above all the reſt, fo he mult have. all thoſe Qua- 
lities in an eminent degree, and conſequently he 
muſt be carefully examin'd before he is choken 
+: The Prince muſt have a perſonal Knowledge of 
the. Perſon he'intruſts with fo great .an Employ- 
ment; and though the ſaid Perſon muſt be elefted 
by himſelf, yet the Choice he makes of him, muſt 
if pofiible, be accompanied with Publick Appro- 
bation ; for if he hasthe liking of every body, he 
wul-be the more capable to do good. - 
.. As thole who are the beſt skilld in Aſtronomi- 
cal Supputations , can never be., deceiv'd of one 
Minute, but the Judgments they make —_— 
A I} 
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muſt be liable ro .all manner of Falfities; fo it is 
certain, that if the Qualifications of the Perſon who 
is to govern others, are only good in appearance, 
his Conduct will prove very bad; and that if 
they are but mean, his Government will not prove 
excellent. 

It is is eafie to repreſent the Qualifications that 
firſt Miniſters ought to have ; but it is difhcult to 
meet them all in one Subject. 

Nevertheleſs, it is certain, that the Happineſs, 
or Unhappineſs of States, depends on thar Election; 
which lays a ſtrict Obligation on Soveraigns, either 
to take that Care themſelves, which the Weight of 
their Crown Charges them with, or to make ſo 
good a choice of him on whom they will digburthen 
themſelves of it, that their Opinion may be ap- 
prov d by Heaven and Earth. 


SE CT.''vE 


Which repreſents why the King s Behaviour is to 
be. towards his Counſellors ; and ſhews, that in 
order to be ell ſerw/d, the beſt Expedient he can 
zake x to uſe them well. 


Our Majeſty having thus choſen your Coun- 
ſellars, it. is.. your Buſineſs to- put them in 
ſuch a ſtate, that they may be able to labour to- 
wards the: Grandeur and Felicity of your King- 
dom. | 
Faur "things are particularly neceflary to that 
end ; T 
The Firſt, that your Majeſty muſt confide in them, 
and that:they ſhould know it,which is ablolutely nes 
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ceffary, becauſe that otherwiſe the beſt Counſellors 
might be ſuſpeCted by Princes ; and that the Mini- 
ſters not being certain that their Sincerity is known, 
would reſtrain themſelves in many occafions, in 
which their filence might prove very prejudicial. 
"Tis a common Saying, That a Phylician who 
is lik'd by his Patient, and is belov'd by him, 
will be able to do him more good than another : 
And *'tis alſo certain, that there is none who 
could apply bimielt boldly to the Cure of his Pa- 
tient, it he” were perſuaded that be was difhdent 


The Second is, To command them to ſpeak 
freely to him, and to aſfure them that they may do 
it without Peril. 

That Condition is abſolutely neceſſary, nat only 
for ſome weak and timorous Minds, who want to 
be encourag'd, but alſo for thoſe who not being 
naturally timerous, employ their 'Zcal the more 
uſefully for the Advantage of the Publick; in being 
certain that their Bolunels cannor be prejudicial to 
them. : 

The Soldier who fires behind a Breaſt-work, 
!s more conhident than he who knows that in 
ſhooting he may be 4thot ; and indeed, few Men 
would expole theralelves to Ruin to ferve the Pub- 
lick. 34 

ke 3s true, that an honeſt Man muſt never 
conſider his own Intereſt, when the Publick is 
concern'd; and that the higheſt Point of. Fide- 
lity thar can be defir'd in a Servant, is, to ſpeak 
that ingenuoufly which he knows: to: be for his 
Maſter's Latereſt', ' without the leaſt fear. of in- 
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eurring the Hatred of thoſe who have moſt intereſt 
with him, nor even of difpleaſing him : But there 
are but few who have fo much as to run fuch 
a Riſque. 


The 'Third, To be liberal towards them, and to 
give them reaſon to think, that their Services will 
not be unrewarded. 

Which is the more neceflary, becauſe there are 
but few Men who love. Vertue naked ; and that 
the only 'way to hinder a Servant from thinking 
too much on his own Intereſt, is ro practice the 
Advice of that Emperour, who recommends to his 
Son, to-have a great care of the Afﬀairs of" thoſs 
who are very- mindful of his. 

No honeſt Man ever | endeavours to enrich 
himſelf 'at the coſt of the Publick, in ſerving 
it ; bur as it would be a Crime to have ſuch a 
Thought, nothing can be more ſhameful -in a 
Prince, than to ſee thoſe who are grown old in 
his Service,, loaden with Years, with Merit, and 
with Poverty together. 

The: Fourth is, To authoriſe and maintain them 
{o nuy » that they may be- certain, that they 
need neither fear the Artifices, nor the Power of 
thoſe who would ruin them, 

The Intereſt of the Prince obliges him to be- 
have himſelf thus, fince no Man can ſerve the Pub- 
lick effeQtuaily, without incurring the Hatred and 
Envy of every body; and that few would be 
tound fo vertuous as to do well, if they thought it 
would prove prejudicial to them. 


There 
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There-is no Town inthe World, though never 
fo ſtrong in it ſelf, but will be taken-in proceſs of 
time, unleſs a particular Care be taken to defend 
her Out-works. 

It is the Caſe of the Greateſt Rings, who can 
never. preſerve their 5Authority entire, unleſs they 
take a ſingular care | ta maintain it in the leaſt 
of their Officers, near or diſtant from their Per- 
ſons, which are Outworks that are attack'd firſt ; 
the taking of which; / imboldens Men! to make 
yp againſt thoſe within, though they ſeem to 

mpregnable, as facred and fix'd to the very Per- 
wy Kings. 
«, Few Men will be. ſo preſumptuous as ta: attack 
thoſe by open force, whom: the Prince will- make 
choice ot to ſerve him; becauſe all are ſenſible 
that, their Power cannat cope With :their | Sove- 
raign, who 'is too niuch concern'd -t9. proteft his 
pcrvants, to neglect; it torhis prejudice ; bur:rhere 
are always ſome. whin, endeavour. to, ruin them 
by Artifices and indixect Means, dithculr to be dif- 
coverd, 

Men behave themſelves commonly with ſo much 
Cunning *it thoſe. occalions, that when, the leaſt 

roſpec&t is obſery'd in ſuch Deligns, they' mult be 
Jools upon” as ,gertain'z not to harm thoſe wha 
are ſuppos'd guilty before they are convicted, but 

toprevent them' with Prudence, |, : 
he:Artifice of. Men makes them diſguiſe them- 
ſelves. hundred. diflerent ways to _compakz, their 
Ends: Some ſpeak openly, under pretence that 
thcir . Silence would þe criminal ; þut there are 
few of that kind: Others feign to be Friends tg 
thoſe they —_— to ruin : Others employ a T hird 
Perlon 
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Perſon to ſpeak, and reſerve themſelves to ſecond 
the ill Offices they have begun. Finally, there 
are ſo many ways to do harm in that kind, that a 
Prince can never be too much upon his Guard, to 
ſecure himſelf againſt ſurpriſes, in athing of that im- 
ortance. F 

Whenever any body ſpeaks to him in private a- 
gainſt the Government of the State , under any 
pretence whatever, he may aflure himſelf that it is 
to ruin and to undo him. 

We may compare - thoſe who behave themſelves 
fo, to'thoſe who have Fevers, which are the more 
malignant, in that the external Fire ſeems little, 
when they are almoſt parch'd up within. 

Such Diſtempers muſt be prevented in rime, 
without ſtaying for a perfect Knowledge of them, 
becauſe ir often happens that we can only have 
it by the Event, and the Effect of the ill Deſign 
which 1s projected. 

Thoſe who make ſuch Enterpriſes, are too ſen- 
ſible of the Danger to which they expoſe them- 
ſelves to begin } = without a Reſolution to go 
thro* with them. On ſuch occaſions, Men begin ſlow- 
ly and fairly ; but afterwards, the nature of ſuch 
Afﬀairs obliges them to double their pace, and to 
run for fear of being ſurpris'd by the way. 

In that, they imitate rhe. Stone which 'is flung 
from the top of a Mountain; its fr{t motion is 
llow, and the more it deſcends, the more weight 
it receives, and redoubles the ſwiftneſs of its fall: 
And as it requires more force to ſtop it in the 
midſt of its fall, than in the beginnig; fo it is 
very difficult to ſtop a Conſpiracy, which not be- 
ing ſtifled in its Birth, has already made a great 


Progreſs 
| :The 
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The more confiderable a Place is, the more the 
Enemy endeavours to ſeduce - the Governour of 
it; the more a Woman is beautiful, the more 
Men endeavour to engage her AﬀeCtions: So like- 
wife the more a Miniſter is uſeful to his Maſter, 
powerful in his Mind and Favour, the more Men 
envy him, and are defirous of his Place, and'en- 
deavour to fupplant him to come in his room. 

Among faithful Governours , thoſe are moſt 
eſtzem'd, who do not only refiſt the Propoſitions 
Which are made ro them againſt their Duty, bur 
alfo refuſe to hear them, and who immediately 

the mouths of thoſe who will tempt them by 
means: we Wk Tot F 

Among chaſt Women, thoſe who have no Ears 
to hearken ro the ill Diſcourſes which Men' would 
make to them to ſeduce their Purity, are, by the 
Judgment of the Wife(t, preferc'd to thofe who 
open them, even when they ſhut their Hearts. 

Sa among Maſters who”have Servants, whoſe 
Fidelity has bcen tried'an ſo many occaſions, that 
they | cannot queſtion 'it "with Reaſon, rhofe' are 
the Wileſt who ſtop the Mouths of thofe would 
ſpeak ill of them. - 

Whatever Virtue there may be in reſiſtin 
Temptation ; Princes and: Husbands are eſteem” 
too Indulgent, when they allow their Governors 
and their Wives, to give Ear to thoſe things which 
they would not have them adhere to, and ta which 
they canfiot conſent without a Crime; and 
Matters mult condeinn themſelves, when they give 
Ear to what Men wou!d tell them againſt thote, 
whoſe Fidelity is unfeproachable. The Primitive 
Reaſon of this decilioh conſiſts & that, as to expoſe 
ones 


| 
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ones ſe\f boldly to danger ina juſt and uſeful occa- 
fon, isan Act of Valour; fo to do the fame withs 
out Cauſe orReaſon, is an ACt of Temerity ; andit 
is in that Sence, it has been ſaid with great Reaſon, 
that whoever gives Ear to Calumnies deſerves to 
be deceiv'd, 

Perhaps ſome will ſay, that there is a great deal 
of difference, between the Duty of the Governor, 
of the Woman, and of the Prince, in the cafe 
which is repreſented : "That it is true, that the Go« 
vernor and the Woman, do a great deal berter not 
to hearken, becauſe they can in no wile conſent to 
what is to be propos'd to them ; but that the caſs 
is different in relation to the Prince, who mult keep 
his Ears open, ſince he may be told Truths of 
that conſequence, that he will be oblig'd to provide 
againlt them. | 

To that I anſwer in the firſt place, That in 
ſpeaking only of ſuch Servants whoſe Fidelity is 


unreproachable, and whole Conduct has heen: 


try'd on many occaſions of that importance, that 
it is impoſſible ro meet with greater ; the- difterence 
will be fo inconfiderable in the Compariſon afore- 
ſaid, that in Reaſon it mult be look'd upon 
as none; the Rule of Moral "Things,  obliges to 
look upon thoſe things as nothing, which are of 
{light conſequence, 

| add in the fecond place, That the fome in- 
convenience might attend the clolmg of ones Ears 
againſt what any body would ſay againſt a Ser- 
vant of approv'd Fidelicy It is fo incontiderable in 
reſpect to thoſe which are inevitable, in- openin 
them to the ' prejudice of Perſons thus qualifi'd, that 
I may'-fay -abfolurely, rhat the Governor, the 


Woman, 
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Woman, and the Prince muſt equally ſhut them 
in the occaſions above-mention'd. 

There is no ground to preſume, that he who 


has been faithful all his Life, would become un- | 


faithful in a moment, without Cauſe or Reaſon, 
principally when the Intercſt of -hfs Fortune is 
joyn'd to his Maſter's. 

An Evil which can happen but ſeldom, muſt be 
preſum'd not to happen at all ; particularly,when to 
avoid it, we muſt expoſe our ſelves to others which 
are inevitable, and of greater Conſequence, which 


is the Caſe in queſtion: It being certain, that it | 


is almoſt impoſſible for a Prince to preſerve his 
molt faithful and moſt aflured Servants, if under 
pretence of not ſhutting his Ears again(t Truth, he 
opens them to the Malice of Men ; belides, that it 
is certain that he will loſe more, in loſing one 
thus Qualify'd ; than if for want of giving Ear, 
he ſhould tolerate in any one, Faults which can- 
not be of great conſequence, if he tinds him faith- 
ful in the moſt important Occaſions. 

If he who gives a free entrance to the Murthe- 
rers who kill a Man, is guilty of his Death, he who 
receives all forts of Suſpicions, and of Calumnies, 
againſt the Fidelity of one of his Servants, withour 
examining the Caſe to the bottom, is anſwerable 
before G OD for ſuch a proceeding. - 

The beſt of Aftions are deem'd ill by two forts 
of Men ; by the Malicious, who impute every thing 
to Ill by the exceſs of their Malice, and by thote 
who are naturally ſuſpicious, who explain every 
thing ill by their Weakneſs. 

There is no Man on Earth, though never fo 
vertuous, that can paſs jor innocent in a Maſter's 
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Mind, who not examining things himſelf, gives 
ear to Calumny. 

As there are but two ways to reſiſt Vice, either 
by Flight, or by Combat ; fo there are alſo but 
rwo to reſiſt the Impreſſions which, are made by 
Calumnies ; the one conliſts in rejefting them ab- 
ſolutely, without hearkning to them ; the other in 
being ſo careful in the Examination of what is 
told, that the Truth or Falſhood thereof may be 
averr'd. 

To avoid all Inconveniences, to ſecure one's 
ſelf againſt the Artifices and Snares thar are laid 
by the Wicked, to ruin honeſt Men, and not 
to be depriv'd of the means to diſcover the ill Beha- 
viour of thoſe who ſerve ill; the Prince muſt look 
upon all thoſe things as Calumnies which are only 
whiſper'd to him ; and upon that account, refule 
to hear them : And if any Man will maintain what 
he has to ſay in the preſence of thoſe he accules, 
then he may give ear to them thus, on condition 
of a good Recompence, if he ſays any thing mate- 
rial to the Publick which proves to be true; and of 
a great Puniſhment, if his Accufation prove falſe, 
or not conſiderable and important, though it ſhould 
prove true. 

I have always begg'd of your Majeſty to follow 
this Method in relation to my ſelf, in order to give 
thoſe who would cenſure my Actions an opportu- 
nity to do it, and me means to defend my felt. 

I may fay with truth, "That your Majeſty never 
had the leaſt Diſguſt againſt my Condu&t , but 
when you have not practisd this Council, which is 
the more to be receiv'd, in that ir is altogether 
annocent. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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The Second PART. _ 
1 E Rules I have ſet down in the 


firſt Part of this Book, being well e- 
Stabliſt*d ;, it is the Duty of Counſellors to 
uſe their beſt Endeavours like Men of Eonour 
according to certain general Prineiples,omphich 
the good Adminiſtration of States depends. 

[t would be eafie to propoſe many, which 
would ſeem very uſeful ; but as the Excek 
lency of 'Stiences conſiſts in a ſmall number of 
Principles by reaſon that they are the ſoouter 
and better underſtood, Twill reduce thoſe 7 
look upon to be moſt advantagious for the Go- 
vernment of this Kingdom to Nine , which 
in my opinion are abſolutely neceſſary. 

T ho ſome of them may have d1ve/s Brat 
ches, they will not increaſe their Number, as 
thoſe of Trees do not multiply the Stems. 

Aa CHAP. 
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The firſt Foundation of the Flappineſs of a 
State is the Eſtabliſhment of the Reign of 
God. = 


HE Reign of God is the Principle of the 

Government of States; and indeed it is a 
thing fo abſolutely neceſſary, that without that 
Foundation it is impoſſible for any Prince to rule 
well, or for any State to be happy. 

Ic would be eaſie to write whole Volumes upon 
ſo important a SubjeCt, for which Scripture, the Fa- 
thers and all forts of . Hiſtories furniſh us an infinite 
number of Examples,of pretences and exhortations 
which all tend to the ſame end: Butall Men. are fo 
ſenſible by their own Reaſon, that their Original 
does not proceed from themſelves , but that a God 
is their Creator , and. conſequently their DireCtor, 
| that they all feel chat Nature has imprinted that 
[14 | Truth in their hearts wich undefaceable- Chara- 
Kh | Qers. h 
EF So many Princes have undone themſelves, and 
their States,by laying the foundation of their Con- 
. du& upon a Judgment contrary to their own know- 
ledp ; and ſo many have been loaden with Bleſſings 

l; | tn” their Authority to that from whom 
"WY 1% | it wasderiv'd, for having only ſought their Gran- 
l deur,in that of their Creator ; and for having ta- 
ken'more Care of his Reign than of their own, 
that I will enlarge no further on a Truth too evi- 
dent, to ſtand in need of any Proof, 


£ 


| 
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I will only ſay this, that as it is impoſſible that the 
Reign of a Prince, who ſufters diſorder and vice to 
reign in his Stare, ſhould be happy.; fo God will 
not cafily permit his to be unhappy, who takes a 
particular care. to eſtabliſh his _— withinthe 
Extent of his Dominion. 

Nothing can be of greater uſe. to ſuch an Elta- 
bliſbment than the Regularicy of-:Princes . Lives | 
which is a'Law that ſpeaks and perſuades with 
more efficacy than all thoſe they -could- enact to ins: 
duce People .to follow. the good they would pro- 
cure. 

If it betrue, that whatever Crimea Soveraign 
may fall.into, he fins more by the ill Example he 
gives than by the nature of his fault : It is noleſs 
certain that whatever Laws he may make, if he 
pradtifes what he preſcribes , his Example is no lefs 


- uſeful rewards the Obſervation of his Will than all 


the Penaltiesof his Ordinances, tho never ſo grave. 

The purity of a chaſt Prince will baniſh more 
impurity out of his Kingdoin than all th: Ordinan+ 
ces he could publiih ts that end. 

The Prudence and Diſcretion of thoſe who! a- 
yoid Swearing will ſooner put a ſtop to the Oaths 
and Blaſphemies , which are too common in Staresy 
than all the Rigors they canexert againſt thoſe who 
addi themſelves ro ſuch Execcrations; 

Not but it is abſolutely neceflary at the ſame 
time ro chaſtiſe Scandals, Swearing and Blaſphemies 


. with the utmoſt Severity : ; Ir is a thing in which 


Princes can never be too exact; for let the Life of 
a Prince or of a Magiſtrate be never fo godly and 
regular , they will cever be reputed t» have per- 
form'd their Duty, unleſs while they invite Poople 

Aaz to 
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to it by their Example,they alſo for them to it by 
tte Rigor of their Laws. 

All the Soveraigns of the World are oblig'd by 
that Principle topromote the Converlion of thoſe , 
who living under their Reign , ſtray our of the 
Road to Heaven. But as Man is. reaſonable by his 
Nacure,Princes perform their Duty, in practiſing all 
reaſonable means to attain ſa good an end ; and 
Prudence does not allow them'to attempt-any ſo ha- 
zardous,asto run the riſque of pulling out the good 
Wheat in endeavouring to remove Diflention,which 
it would be difficnlt to purge a State of by any 
means but thoſe of mildneſs, without &poling it 
to a tottering condition capable to ruin it, or at leaſt 
to cauſe a notable prejudice to it g | 

As Princes are oblig'd to eſtabliſh the true Wors- 
{hip of God, they muſt be very ;carcful to baniſh 
the falſe Appearances of it , (© prejudicial to States, 
that one may truly afhrm, that Hypocriſy. has often 
{ery'd as a Veil to cover the deformity of the moſt 
pernicious attemprs. 1”0- oy 

Many Perſons,whoſe Weakneſs is equal to their 
Malice, ſometimes uſe that kind of Varniſh, which 
is the more common in Women in that their Sex is 
more inclin'd ro Devotion , and that the little force 
itisattended'with makes them the more capable of 
ſuch diſguiſes, which ſuppoſe leſs Solidiry than Cun- 
ning. 


CHAP. 


S » 
CRHAPT I 


Reaſon muſt be the Rule and Condu@ of a 
State. 


Atural Knowledg convinces us, that Man be- 

ing created reatonatle, Reaſon ought to be 

the Guide of all his Actions, ſince otherwiſe he 

would act agaioſt his Nature , and conſequently A” 
painſt him who is the Author of it. 

It alſo reaches us* that the greater a Man is, a 
the more he is elevated, the more he ought ta re+ 
ſpect that Privilege, and to avoid abuling that rea» 
ſon which conſtitutes his Being ; becauſe the 
advantages he has over other Men , oblige him to 
preſerve, -whatever relares to the Nature,and to the 
End, which he whom he derives his Elevation from 
propos'd to himſelf. 

It follows clearly frm thoſe two Principles, that 
if Manis Soveraignly reaſonable, it is his Duty to 
give Reaſon an abſulute Empire ; which does nat 
only require his doing nothing without her,but ob- 
liges him moreover to uſe his beſt endeavours to obs 
lige thoſe who are under his Authority to reverence 
and follow it religiouſly. . 

This Conſequence, is the Source of another, 
which teaches us,that-as we ought never to will as 
ny thing , but what is juſt and reaſonable , ſo we 
mult never will any thing, without putting it, in 
execution , and without exaCting an intire Obedi= 


jence to our commands; fince otherwileReaſon would 


not reign ſoveraignly. 
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The Praftice of that Rule is the eafzer in that 
Love is the moſt powerful Motive ro oblige 
Mento obey , and that it is impoſſible for Subjes 
not to Jovea Prince , when they are ſenſible that 
Reaſon is the, Guide of all his Actions. 

Authority conſtrains t> obey, but reaſon per- 
ſuades tOit, and it is much ſatcr to guide Men by 
Ways which inſenſibly ingage their Will than by 
ſuch , which for the moſt part only prevail by 
force, 

If itbe trye,that Reaſon ought to be the Light 
to guide Princes in their own ConduCt, and in the 
fmagrnngs of their Srates, it js alſo true, that as 


Hothing in Nature is more irfonſiſtent with it than 


psflion , which blinds Men to that degree, that ir 
often makes them miſtake the Shadow for the Bo- 
dy ; a Prince muſt above all things avoid to act by 
ſuch a Principle , which would render him the 
more odious , in that it is dire&ly oppoſite to that 
which diſtinguiſhes Men from Animals. 

Men often repent at leaſure what Paſſion has in- 
duc'd them to do in haſte, and we never run that 
rilque when we at by reaſonable Copſiderati- 
ONs. 

We muſt be poſitive on what we reſolve by ſuch 
Motives , ſince it is the only way to be obey'd, and 
that as humilicy is the firſt Foundation of Chriſtian 
PerfeQion, Obedience js the moſt ſolid ground of 
tubjeCtion , and fo neceflary towards the welfare of 
States, that they can neyer flouriſh while it is de- 
feftive. | | 

Many things are of this Nature,that there is no 
difference between the- Will and the Performance, 
Þy reaſon of the facility we meet in the _ : 

ut 
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but we muſt will them to the purpoſe, that is, with 
ſo much firmne(s as never to- deſiſt from them, ſe- 
verely chaſtiſing thoſe who ſhall refuſe to obey, af- 
ter having commanded them to put them in execu- 
tion. 

Thoſe that appear moſt difficult and almoſt im- 
poſſible are only fo upon the account of the diffe- 
rence, wherewith we ſeemto will and to command 
them ; and it is'moſt certain that Subje&ts will al- 
ways be religious in obeying, while Princes are ſtea- 
dy andperſevering in their Commands;ftrom whence 
ic tollows that: it-is moſt cerrain , that their Indiffe- 
rence and\ Weaknefs is the Cauſe of it. 

In a word as to will a thing pofuively, and to do 
What one hasa mind to, is. one and\the { m2 thing 
in a lawful Prince ; fo to will weakly , and not to 
wil, are things ſo difterent from '«m, that they ter:d 
to the ſame End. 

The -Government of a Kingdom requires a 
manly Vertue and an unmoveable {teadinefs, contra- 
ry tothe Irrefoluticn , which expoles thoſe who 
are govern'd by it, to the Enterpriſes of the ir E- 
nemies. 

Men muſt behave themſelves in all things with 
Vigor, principally ſeing that tho Succeſs ſhould nor 
anſwer our expeCtation , at leaſt we will have this 
advantage, that having omitted nothing in order 
to make it ſucceed, we will avoid the ſhame, when 
we cannot avoid- the misfortune of an il! Evenr. 

Tho... Men ſhould abſolutely milcarry in perfor- 
ming their Duty,the Diſgrace would be happy; and 
on the contrary what ever Succeſs a Man could 
have, in deviating from that which he is obli g'd 

to out of Honour and Conſcience, he ovght to be 
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elteem'd- unhappy lnce' be: can pain nothing there- 
by to equal the difidventages he receives by the 
means wherewith .it has been procur'd. 

Heretqfpre, moſt of : the great deſigns: af France 
have miſcarry*d,becaule the firſt difficulty that op- 
pos'd the' putting of them in execuyion, puta ſtop 
to the Proceedings of thoſe wha in reaſor aught ne+ 
vertheleis to have profecuted them'g-and-it it has 
prov'd otherwiſe during your Majeſties Reign, it is 
to be imputed to your Perſeverance. 2 

When a Time proves improper for the executi- 
on'of a gaod deſign, we-maſt expett another,and 
when we have once ſet our: hands at work-;,: if the 
difficulties we meet with oblige us to any ſuſpenſion 
reafon inſtructs-ug ro reſume our firſt dehgns,as ſoan 
as time and occaſion prove more fayourable. 

In a word, nothing ought to divert us from a 
good Enterpriſe , unleſs ſome Accident: happen, 
which renders it alrogether impoſhible, and we muſt 
omit nothing to' further the: Execution of thoſe 
we' undertake with Reafon. -* | 

- 'That obliges me to | mention Secrdy and good 
Diſcipline in thisPlace,which are ſo eflential towards 
the good Succels of Aﬀairs that nothing can be 
more. 

Beſides that Experience juſtifies it, the reaſon of 
it is evident, ſeing that whatever ſurpriſes, com» 
monly aſtoniſhes ſomuch that it often-deprives 
Men of the means to oppoſe ir, and that the pro- 
ſecuting the Execution of a deſign flowly,' and the 


divulping of ir, is juſt-like the Speaking of a thing 7 


not to do ir. | 

This is the reafon;that Women who are natural- 

ly lazy and have not the gift of Sccreſy, are fo = 
| | ' 


© 


—— 


"$220 _ a. he A 


(9) 

ft for Government , and if we conſider moreover, 
that they are very ſubje&t to their Paſſions, and 
confequently little capable of Reaſon and of Juſtice, 
that Principle will exc!ude them from all public Ad- 
miniſtrations. 

Nor but ſome might be found ſe free of thoſe 
defects that they might be admitted to it. 

There are but few Rules without Exceptions ; 
This very Age has produc'd ſome which can never 
be ſufficiently commended ; but yet commonly rheic 
natural Weakneſs rendersthemIncapable of maſculine 
Vertue, fo neceflary for Adminiſtration, that it is 
almoſt Impoſſible for theirGovernment to be free ei- 
ther of Lowneſfs or of Diminution,which the Weak- 
nel3 'of their Sex is the Cauſe of : or of Injuſtice, 
or Cruelty, which the unrulineſs of their Paſſions is 
the True Source of. 


Q_— 


CHAP. W.. 


Which ſhows that Public Intereſt ſhould be 
the only End. of thoſe who govern States, 
or at leaſt that it ought to be perferr d to 
particular Advantages. | 


Ublic Intereſt ovght to be the only Aim of the” 
Prince, and of his Councelors, or ar leaft both 
ought ro have ſo ſmgular a reſpect for it; as to 
preter-it to all particular advantages. | 
It is-Impoffible to conceive the good a Prince, 
and thoſe he Imploys in his Aﬀairs are Capable 
of 
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of doing in following this Principle Religiouſly, 
neither can any one Imagin the Miſeries a Stare is 
lyable to; when Private Intereſt is prefer'd to Pub- 
2 4 And that the laſt is regulated by the 
irſt. 

True Philoſophy,the Chriſtian Law, a nd Policy 
give ſuch lively demonſtrations of this Truth, that 
the Councellors of -3 Prince can never ſufficiently 
make him ſenſible of the neceſſity of this Principle, 
nor the Prince be too ſevere in the Chaſtiſement of 
ſuch members of his Councel,as are fo wretched as 
not to put it in Practice. 

I muſt needs obſerye on this Subje&, that the 
proſperity. which has conſtamily accompany'd Spain, 
for ſome Ages laſt paſt; is wholy to be imputed ta 
the Care of their Councel, to prefer the Intereſt 
of the State to all others, and that moſt of the 
Misfortunes which have befallen France, have been 
occaſion'd by the application which many. of thoſe, 
who have been imploy'd in the Adminiſtration, 
have had to their private Intereſt to the prejudice 
of the Public. . 

The firſt have all along follow'd Public Intereſt 
which by the force of its Nature, has inclin'd them 
to do that which was moſt advantageous to the 
State. | 

The others ſuiting all things to their Private In- 
tereſt or Capricio, have often diverted it from its 
own end, to apply it to that which was moſt agre- 
able or moſt advantagious to them. | 

NeitnerDeath nor theAlteration of Miniſters have 
ever occaſioned any Mutation in the Council of 
Spajn. But it has been otherwiſe in this Kingdom, 
in which Afﬀairs have not only been alter'd by the 
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remoyal of Councellors , but they have taken ſuch 
variety of Forms under the ſame Perſons , by the 
variety of their Councils, that ſuch a Proceeding 
had undaubtedly ruin'd this Monarchy, did notGod 
out of hris infinite Goodneſs extract out of the Im- 
perfeCtions of this Nation, the Remedy of the E- 
vils it creates. . Tho the diverſity of our Intereſts 
and our Natural Inconſtancy incline us often to dan- 
gerous Prezudices , the fame Levity does not per- 
mit ystq remain firm and conſtant even in thoſe 
things which are for our good, and turns our mind 
with ſo much ſwiftneſs that our Enemies not being 
capable to take juſt meaſures upon ſuch frequent 
Varieties, have not time enough co improve our faults 
to their advantage. 

The Proceeding of your Council being alter d 
of late , your Aﬀairs have alſo taken a new face to 
the great advantage of your Kingdom ; and it your 
Succefors take care to follow the Example of your 
Majeſty's Reign , our Neighbours will not have 
the advantages they haye had for the time paſt : But 
this Kingdom ſharing Wiſdom with them, will un- 
doubtedly ſhire their good Fortune, fince that 
nowwithſtending Men may be wiſe without being 
happy, the beſt means we can ule not to be unhap- 
py is to tread the Path which Prudence and Reaſon 
direCt us to, and not to follow the Irregularities to 
which the Mings of Men are ſubjz&, and particu- 
larly the French. 

If thoſe to whom your Majeſty will confide the 
Care of your Aﬀairs , have the capacity and pro-' 
bity above mention'd , you will have no . further 
care in What relatcs to this Principle, which of it” 


{lf will not prove difficult , fince the particular In- 
| terelt 
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rereſt of a Princes reputation and thoſe of the Pub- 
lick have the ſame End, 

Princes eaſily conſent to the general Regulations 
of their States, by reaſon that in making them,they 
follow the diftates of Reaſon and of Juſtice, which 
Men eaſily embrace when they meet no Obſtacles to 
lead them out of the right way.  ' But when occa- 
fion offers it ſelf to praQtife the good Settlements 
they have made , they donot always ſhow the fame 
ſteadineſs, becauſe that is the time when divers In- . 
tereſts, Piery, Compaſſion, Favour and Importuni- 
ties ſolicite them and oppoſe their good Intentions, 
and that they have not always force enough to van- 
quiſh themſelves , and to deſpiſe particular Conli- 
derations whith ought to be of no weight in reſpect 
to thoſe of the Publick. 

It is on thoſe occaſions ir behoves them to muſter 
up all their Force againſt their Weakneſs , confide- 
ring that thoſe whom God appoint3 to preſerve 0- 
thers , muſt have none but ſuch as may ſerve to dif 
cover what is advantagious for the Public, and pro- 
per for their Preſervation. 


LL 


CHAP. 1 V. 


How much” Forefight is neceſſary for the Go- 
vernmentof a State. 


'N. | Otbing can be more neceffary for theGovern- 

'merit of a State than Foteſight,fince thereby 
we nmiay eafily prevent many things , which cannot 
be redre&'d without great difficulties when they are 
come to pals. ; - Thus 


(13) 

Thus a Phyſitian who has the skill to prevent 
Diſtempers , is more eſteem'd than he who only la- 
bours to cure them. Therefore it is the Duty of 
Miniſters of State to repreſent to their Maſter, rhat 
it is more neceſſary to conſider the future than the 
preſent , and that Diſtempers are like the Enemies 
of a State againſt whom Prudence obliges us to 
march rather chan tarry till they are come to drive 
them out again. 

Thoſe who do not follow this Method will fall 
into great Confuſions., which it will be very difft- 
cult ro remedy afterwards. 

Yet it is a common. thing among weak Men to 
drive off time, 'and to chuſe the preſerving of their 
Exfe foria Month rather than to deprive themſelves 
of it for @ while,to avoid the trouble of. many Years 
whichthey do not conſider , becaule they only ſe 
whar'ts' preſent, and do not anticipate time by s 
wife Providence, 221 | 

Thoſe who never conſider to morrow live happt 
ly for themſelves, but others live unhappily under 
them. | 
Thoſe whosforeſce at-a diſtance , never do any 
thing rafhly, ſincerhey conſider betimes, and Men 
ſeldom miſtarry when they conſider beforehand. 

There are ſome occaſions: on which'we are not 
allow*'d to deliberate ' long, becauſe the nature of 
Aﬀeairs does not permit it,'- But when they are not 
of that kind, the ſafeſt way is to {lumber over them 
and to' recompence by the prudence of the Execu- 
tion, the delay we uſe the better to digeſt it. 

There was a time in which no Orders were gi- 
ven in this Kingdom by way of prevention, and 
even after the evil was come to paſs, none bur Pal- 
x liating 
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hating Remedies were apply'd to it, becauſe it was 
impoſſible to proceed abſolutely againſt ir, withour | 
wounding the Intereſt of many particular perſons, | 
which was then prefer'd ro publick good. For 
which reaſon they only endeavour'd to eaſe the 
wound, inſtead of curing it, which has caus'd a 
great deal of harm in this Kingdom. 

Of late years, thanks be to God, this way of | 
proceeding has been alter'd with ſo much ſucceſs, | 
that beſides Reaſons inviting us to continue the ſame, |! 
the great benefit we have receiy'd by it, obliges us | 
ſtrickly ſo todo. | 

We muſt ſleep like the Lion, without cloling 
our Eyes, which muſt be continually kept open, to | 
foreſee the leaſt inconveniencies which may happen ; | 
and to refnember that as Phtyſick does tzot- moye the 
Pulſe, tho! ic is mortal: So it often happegs in 
States, that thoſe evils which are imperceptible in. | 
their Original, and which we are leaſt ſenſible of, | 

/ 


o 
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are the moſt dangerous, and. thoſe which finally 
prove of moſt conſequence, IF 
The extraordihary care which is requir'd not to | 
be {urpris*d on ſuch occaſions, is the reaſon that as 
all thoſe States have always been eſteem'd very hap- 
py which: were Govern'd by Wiſe Men z ſoit has 
been thought, that among thoſe who did Govern 
them, the moſt unwiſe were the moſt happy: 

The more capable a Man is; the more he is 
ſen(ible of the weight of the Government that lies 
n him. 1 ov 

Publick. Adminiſtration takes, up all the thoughts 
of the moſt Judicious, inſomych; that the perpetual 
Meditations they are obliged to make to foreſee and 
prevcat the Evils that may happen, deprives them 

: of | 
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of all manner of Reſt, and Contentment, excepting 
that which they receive in ſeeing many fleep quiet- 
ly relying on their Watchings, and live happy by 
their miſery. 

As it is very neceſſary to conſider before hand, 
as much as is poſſible, what ſucceſs may attend the 
deſigns we undertake in order not to be miſta- 
ken in our reckoning. The Wiſdom and Sight 
of Men having bounds beyond which they can ſee 
nothing, God only being able to ſee the ultimate 
end of things ; it often ſuffices ro know that the Pro. 
«ts we form are Juſt and Poſſible, ro undertaks 
chem with Reaſon. 

God concurs toall the Actions of Men by a ge- 
neral Co-operation which ſeconds their deligns, and 
it is their part to uſe their freedom in all things, 
according to the Prudence Divine Wiſdom has ins 
du'd them with. | | 

But when Men are ingag'd in great undertakings 
which concern theConduct of Mankind after having 
diſcharg'd the obligation they are under to open 
their Eyes doubly, the better ro take their meaſures; 
afrer having made uſe of all the conſiderations Hu- 
man Minds are capable of, ir is their Duty tore» 
ly upon the goodneſs of the Spirit of God, which 
ſometimes inſpiring thoſe thoughts into Men which 
are ſet down in his Eternal Decrees, leads them, as 
it were,by the Hand to their proper ends. 


CHAP; 
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CAS: 


Puniſhment and Reward are two Points ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Condut of States, 


T is a common but a very true ſaying, which bas 
ever been in the Mouths and Minds of Men, 
that Ptmiſhments and Rewards gre the two moſt 
confiderable points for the Condu@ cf a Kingdom. 
It is moſt certain, that tho' no other Principle be 
us'd inthe Government of Srates, but that of being 
inflexible in Chaſtifing thoſe who a&t againſt them, 
and Religious in rewarding thoſe who procure them 
eny notable advantage. They cannot be Govern'd 
amiſs, fince all Men may be kept within the bounds 
of their Duty, either by Fear or Hope. | 
'..'F place Puniſhment before Reward, becauſe that 
if there were a neceffity ro be depriv'd of one of 
them, one might beter diſpenfe wich the laſt than 
che firſt. | 
' As good is to be imbrac'd for its own fake; there 
is 110 Red due to ' thoſe who perform it, taking 
it in the ſtricteſt Sence. , Bur as there is no crime 
which does nor violate that, to which Men are ob- 
lig'd , there are none but what require'the Puniſh- 
ment which is due-to-diſobedience, and that obliga- 
tion is ſo ſtrift, that in many occaſions a fault can- 
| not belefr unpuniſhed, without committing a new 
one. 
I ſpeak of faults which afteCt the State, and are 
committed with premeditation, and not of many 
others, which happen by chance and by misfortune, 


for 
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for which Princes may and ought to uſe Indulgence. 

Tho' ro Pardon in ſuch caſes is a laudable thing ; 
not to Puniſh a conſiderable Fault, the impunity of 
which opens a door to Licenciouſneſs, is a criminal 
omilion. 

Theologians allow it as well as Politicians, and 
all agree that on certain occaſions in which the 
Prince would be to blame not to Pardon thoſe who 
are intruſted with the Government of the Publick, 
they would alſo be inexcuſable, if inſtead of a ſe- 
vere Puniſhment, they ſhould uſe Lenity. 

Experience teaching thoſe who have had a long 
practice of the World, that Men eaſily loſe the re- 
membrance of Favours, and that when they are 
loaden wich them, the deſire of increaſing them of- 
ten makes them Ambitious and Ingrateful together, 
ſhows us alſo that Puniſhment is a more certain way 
to keep Men within the bounds of their Duty ; fince 
they are not ſo ſoon forgotten, by reaſon tnat they 
make a ſtronger impreſſion on the fences of molt 
Men than Reaſon, which has bur little power over 
many. 

To be ſevere rowards Private Men who make it 
their Pride to deſpiſe the Laws and Ordinances of a 
State, is to be kind ro the Publick. And the grea- 
teſt crime one can be guilty of againſt the Intereſt 
of the Publick, is to be indulgent towards thoſe who 
violate them. 

Among many Combinations, FaRtions and Se- 
ditions that have been made m_ my time in this 
Kingdom, T have never obſerv'd that Impunity ever 
inclin'd any one naturally to correct his evil Incli- 
nation. Bur on the contrary that they return'd to 
their old Vomit, and often with more ſucceſs the ſe- 
cond than the firſt time. B b The 
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The Indulgency hitherto praQtis'd in this King? 


- dom has often reduc'd it to very great and very 


deplorable Exremities. 

Faults not being Puniſh'd, every Man has made 
a Trade of his Place, and without regarding what 
he was oblig'd to do todiſcharge his Truſt wortbily, 
he only conlider 'd what he could do to get the more 
by it. 

"if the Ancients have been of opinion, that it was 
dangerous to live under a Prince, who will remit-no- 
thing of the Rigor of Right, they baye alſo ob- 
ſerv'd that it was more dangerous to live in a 
State in which Impunity opens a door to all forts of 
Licenctouſneſs. 

Somme Princes or Magiſtrates will be afraid of 
being faulty by roo much Rigor, who would be 
accountable to God, and muſt needs be blam'd by all 
Wiſe Men, unleſs they exerted that, which is pre- 
ſcriv'd by the Laws. 

I have often repreſented it to your Majeſty.and i it 
is my humblePeticion ſtillthat you would be pleas'd 
to remember it carefully, by reaſon that as there are 
Princes who want to be perſuaded from Severity, to 
avoid Cruelty, to which they are naturally inclin'd, 
your Majeſty wants to be diverted from a falſe Cle- 
mency, more dangerous than Cruelty ir ſelf, ſince 
Impunity obliges to uſe a great deal In the end, 
which can only be prevented by Puniſament. 

The Rod which is the Emblem of Juſtice muſt 
never be uſeleſs; lown at the ſame time that ir 
ought not be io much accompany'd with Rigor , as 
to be deſtitute of Goodnefs 5 bur that laſt qualifi- 
cation does not conſiſt in the Indulgency which au- 
thorizes diſorders, which tho never ſo inconliderable, 
are 
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are ofcen ſo prejudicial to the State , that they may 
prove it's ruin. 

If any are (o ill advisd in this Kingdom. as to 
condemn the ſeverity which is neceſſary in States, 
becauſe it has not been praftis'd hitherto, let them 
only open their Eyes, and they will find that Im- 
punity has been too common in it hitherto, and the 
only cauſe, that Order and Rule have not been ob- 
ſerv'd, and that the Continuation of Diſorders ob= 
liges to have recourſe tothe utmoſt Extremities, to 
put a ſtop to them. 

The only Source of all the Parties that have been 
form'd heretofore againſt Kings, has been their over 
much Indulgence. Finally, thoſe who are acquain- 
ted with our Hiſtory, cannot be ignorant of this 
Truth, of which I produce a Teſtimony which is 
the leſs to be ſuſpected, in this caſe, becauſe it is ta- 
ken from the Mouth of our Enemies, which almoſt 
in all other occaſions would make ic ſuſpicious. 

Cardinal Sapata a Man of good Sence, meeting 
Baraut and Bauru in the King his Maſter's Anti» 
chamber, a quarter of an hour after their having 
receiv'd the News of the Duke de Montmorency's Exe- 
cution, put this queſtion to them ; Which was the 
chief cauſe of that Duke's death ? Bautru an{wer'd 
immediately according to his fiery temper, in Spa- 
iſh ; Sus falſas. No, reply'd the Cardinal : Pero /a 
Clemenſia de lors Royes antepaſſadet: which was as much 
as to {ay, that the Puniſhment of the ſaid Duke 
was more to be imputed to the faults the King's 
Predeceflors had committed, than to his own. 

In Crimes of Stare, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
baniſh Pity, and to deſpiſe the Complaints of per- 
ſons concern'd, and the diſcourſe of an ignorant 
Bb 2 Multi. 
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Multirude,who ſometimes blame what is moſt uſeful | 


tothem, and often abſolutely neceſlary. 

Chriaians ought to bury the remembrance of pri- 
vate Injuries; but Mayjiſtrates are obligd not to 
forget thoſe'which concern the Publick ; and indeed 
to leave themunpuniſh'd, is rather to begin them a- 
new, than to pardon and remit them. 

There are many whoſe ignorance is fo ſtupid as 
to imagin that a new Prohibition is a ſufficient re- 
medy to any Evil, but they are ſo much in the 
wrong, that I may affirm with Truth, that new 
Laws are not ſo much a remedy for the diſorders of 
States, as Teſtimonies of their 11Ineſs; and certain 
proofs of the weakneſs of the Government; by 
reaſon that had th' antient Laws been put *in exe- 
cution ; there would be no neceſſity to revive them, 
ror to make others to prevent new diſorders, which 
would no ſooner have appear'd, but ic would have 

cen eaſy to puniſh the evil committed. 

Ordinances and Laws are altogether uſeleſs unleſs 
they are put in execution, which is fo ablolutely 
neceſſary, that notwithſtanding in the courſe of 
Common Afﬀairs, Juſtice requires an authentick 
proof, it is not ſo with thoſe which concern the State; 
in (uch caſes, that which appears by preſſing con- 
j:Ctures mult ſometimes be held as a ſuthcient con- 
viction, ſecing 'that the FaCtions and Confpiracies 
that are form'd againſt publick (afety, are common- 
ly carry'd on with ſv much Art and Secreſy, that we 
have ſeldom any evident proof of them, but by the 
event, Which is paſt remedy. 

In thoſe caſes it is ſometimes neceflary to begin 
by Execution, where: in all others, proving the 
Fact evidently either by Wirnefles or undeniable 
Authorities ought to precede every thing. Tttiole 
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Thoſe Maxims ſeem to be dangerous, and in- 
deed they are not altogether void of peril, but they 
will moſt certainly be found good, if not making uſe 
of the laſt, and extream remedies, in faults which 
will only be verify'd by conjectures, the courſe of 
them is barely prevented by innocent means, as the 
Baniſhmentor Impriſonment of ſuſpected perſons. 

The good Conſcience, and the penetrat of a juditi- 
ous Mind,who being learn'd in the courſe of Afﬀairs, 
is able to know the future almoſt with as much 
certainty as the preſent, as well as a meaner capa- 
city, bythe very ſight of things, will ſecure that 
Practice from ill conſequences ;-and at the worlt, 
the abuſe that can be committed in it being only 
dangerous for private Perſons, whoſe life will nat 
be in danger this way, it ought not to be rejected, 
ſince their Intereſt is not to be compar'd to that of 
the Publick. of 

Yet it requires a great deal of Prudence not to 
make it an In-let to Firancy, which will be avoided 
undoubtedly, if, as I have ſaid, in doubtful caſes, 
none but. Innocent remedies are pratis'd. | 

Puniſhment is ſo neceffary in what relates to 
Publick Intereſt, that we are not ſo much as allow'd 
to commit faul's of Indulgence in this kind, recom- 
penling a preſent evil, for a paſt good ; that is to 
leave a crime unpuniſh'd, becauſe the perſon that 
has committed it, has done good ſervice on - other 
occaſions, 

Nevertheleſs this has hicherto been often pratis'd 
in this Kingdom, in - which not only light faults 
have been =_— ia conſideration of .impartant 
ſervices z but the greateſt Crimes aboliſh'd, by ſer- 
vices of no moment, which is alrogether inſuppor- 
table. Bb 3 Good 
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Good and Evil are {o different in their Nature, 
that they can never be put in Parallel one with 
another ; they are Enemies, among which there is 
no Quarter to be given, nor Exchange tobe made ; 
it the one is worthy of Reward, the other deſerves 
Puniſhment, and both ought to be us'd according 
to their Merit. | 

Alcho' Conſcience would allow the leaving of a 
ſignal Aﬀtion unrewarded, and a notable Crime 
without Puniſhment, Reaſons of State could not al- 
low ic. | 

Puniſhment and Rewards relate to the future 
more than to the time paſt ; a Prince muſt be ſevere 
of necc{lity, to prevent the milſchiefs that might be 
commirted, in hopes of a Pardon, if he were known 
to be too Indulgent; and very kind to thoſe that 
are of uſe to the Publick, to encourage them to con* 
tinue their Endeavours, and every body to imitate 
them and follow their example. THT 
 Thicre would be 2 great deal of pleaſure' in par- 
doning Crimes, if the Impunity of the ſame had no 
il confequence; and the neceffities of the State 


would ſometimes lawfully excuſe a Prince from Re- 


warding a Service, if in depriving him,wha has done 
it, of his Reward, he did ndt at the ſame time de- 
prive himſelf of the hopes of receiving others for 
the future. EY ET, 

*' Noble Souls taking as much pleaſure in good, as 
they are loath to do harm, I quit the difcourſe of 
Puniſhments and Executjons,to conclude this Chap- 
ter apreeabi'y, by Favours and Rewards ; where- 
upon I tnuſt needs obſerve, that there is liis' diffe- 
rence between the Favours which are beſtow'd as a 
Reward of Service; and thofe that have no other 
| _ foundation 
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foundation than the inclination of Kings, that theſe 
ought to be greatly moderated, whereas the others 
ought to have no other bounds than thoſe of the 
Services they .have done the Publick; | 

The Good of States does fo abſolutely require 
that their Princes ſhould be Liberal, that when at 
any time it is come into my mind, that there are 
Men, who out of a natural propenſity are not in- 
clin'd to do good ; I have always concluded, that this 
natural defe&, .blamable in all Men, is a far greater 
imperfection in Sovereigns, who being-in a more 
peculiar manner the Image of their Creator, who 
by his Nature does good to all the World, cannct 
fail of imitating him in that poiat,, without being an- 
ſwerable for , the ſame before; him. 

The Reaſon, of it is, That it is his pleaſure they 
ſhould follow his exawple, and beſtow their Favoyzs 
handfomly; for thoſe who oblige without that con- 
dition, arelike the Miſers, who ſerve good Met 
in their Treats, but ſoill dreſs'd, rhat thoie who are 
invited to them, eat them without any pleaſure, and 
without thinking themſelves. beholden to thoſe thar 
have been at the charge of it, : 
.- I would enlarge more upon this SubjeCt, if 1 
had not done it already in one of the. preceding 
Chapterg repreſenting the neceſſi;y of Princes bex 
ing kind to thoſe of their Coungil, who ſerve ther 
faithfully, © oy 
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CHAP. VI. 


A Continual "Negotiation contriButes much 
towards the good Succeſs of Aﬀairs. 


Tates receive ſuth advantages by continual Ne- 
gotiations, When they are manag'd with Pru- 
dence, that jt is almoſt incredible ro any but thoſe 

who have had the Experience of ir. 
I own that I had been imploy'd five or (1x years 


in the management of Aﬀairs before T diſcover'd this 


Truth : Bucl am fa certain of ittat preſent, that 
f dare affirm boldly, that to Nagotiate continually, 
openly, or ſecretly, in all Places, altho na preſent 
benehic be received by it, and bur little Proſpect for 
the Future, is a thing abſolutely Neceffary for the 


good of States. 


I may ſay with Truth, that in ny Time, I have 
ſcen the Aﬀjairs of France and of Chriſtendom quite 
alter'd, by having put that Principle into Practice, 
by the Kings Auibority, ' which mill then had been 
abſolutely neglected in this Kingdom, 

Ameng” the Seeds of them ſome produce Fruit 
ſooner than others ; ſome are no ſooner in the 
Ground but. they ſprout while others are a long 
while without pr6ducing the ſame "EffeQ. 

He who Negotiates finally finds out a proper ma» 
ment to compaſs his Ends ; and tho he ſhould nor 
find it, ar leaſt,it is certain,thar he can loſe nothing, 
and that by the means of his Negotiation, he is 
intorm'd with what paſſcs in the World, which is 
a thing of no {mall Confquence for the good of 
Slates, | 
Negotiations 
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Negotiations are Innocent remedys, which never 
do any harm ; it is neceſſary to Act every where, 
far and near, and particularly at Rome. 

Among the good Councils, which Anthony Perez 
gave the late King, he advis'd him to make him- 
ſelf powerful in that Court, and not without rea- 
fon ; ſince the Ambaſladors of all the Princes in 
Chriſtendom,who repair there, judg that thoſe who 
have moſt Credit and Authority in that Cour, are 
in reality thoſe who have moſt Power in themſelves, 
and moſt Fortune z and indeed their Judgment is 
not ill grounded, fince it is certain, that tho Popes 
ought to reſpe& Reaſon above all other Meo, yet 
there is no Place in the World in which Power 1s 
more conſider'd than in their Court , which is fo 
evidently true,that the Reſpect which is paid ro Am- 
baſladors there, increaſes or diminiſhes daily accor- 
ding to the good or ill State of their Maſters affairs, 
from whence it ofren comes to paſs that thoſe Mini- 
ſters receive two different Faces in one day, if a 
Courier who comes at night brings differeat News 
from thoſe that came in the Morning, 

It is with States as it is with Human Bodies, the 
freſh Colour which appears in our Faces, makes the 
Phylitian conclude that all is well within , and as 
that good CompleCtion proceeds from the good Dif- 
polition of the Noble and Jnternal Parts, fo it is 
certain that the beſt way a Prince can put in Pra- 
Rice, to. be in favour at Rome,is to ſettle his Aﬀairs 
well at home,and that it is almoſt impoſſible ro have 
a great reputation in that City,which has been long 
the Head; and is the Centre of the World, withour 
having the ſame throughout the Univerſe, to the 
great advantage of publick Intereſt. 

Natural 
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Natural Reaſon teaches us,that we ought to have 

a great regard for our Neighbours, by reaſon that 
as their Neighbourhood gives them, an opportunicy 
to annoy, it alſo puts them in a condition to ſerve 
as the Out-works of a Place, which hinder the Im- 
mediate Approach of the Walls. 

Perſons of mean capacity limit their thoughts 
within the extent of the States in which they are 
born, but thoſe to whom God has been pleas'd to 
give more knowledg, learning from Phylitians, that 
in the greateſt Diſtempers Revolutions are made 
with moſt Violence in the moſt diſtant Parts, they 
uſe their beſt Endeavours to fortify (honipive at 
a diſtance. 

It is neceſſary to at in all Places. (which is to be 
obſerv'd) according tothe humour and by ſuitable 
means to the capacity of thoſe with whom we ne- 
gotiate, 

Different Nations have different Wayes, ſome 
ſpeedily conclude what they deſign to do, and 0- 
thers are yery ſlow. 

Republics are of the laſt kind,they proceed ſlow- 
ly, and commonly they do not at firſt grant what 
is defir'd of them , but one muſt be ſatisfy'd with 
little in order to obtain more. 

WE. great Bodies do not move. ſo eaſily as ſmall 

thoſe kind of States being compos'd of ſeve- 
ral rms they are much flower in their Reſolutions 
and in their Executions than others, 

And for that reaſon, Prudence 'obliges thaſe EV 
negotiate with them to give them time,and to preſs 
them no more than bt natural Conſtitution per- 
mits, 
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It is obſervable, that asftrong and ſolid Reaſons 
are excellent for Men of vaſt Genius , weak ones 
are better for Men of meaner Capacitys , becauſe 
they are more ſuitable to their reach. 

Men corc-ive Aﬀairs according to their capacity, 
the greateſt ſeem ealie and {mall ro Men of good 
Underſtanding and great Courage, and thoſe who 
want thele qualifications commonly find every thing 
dithculr, 

Such Men are incapable of apprehending the 
Weight of what is propos'd to them,and ſometimes 
{light what is moſt _—_ and alſo often ſet 
a great ſtreſs on things which deſerve no conſidera» 
tion. 

It is neceflary to a&t with every Man according 
to his Capacity : On ſome Occaſions to Act and to 
ſpeak couragioully , when we have tight on our 
fide, is fo far from making a Breach, that on 
the contrary, it is rather the way to prevent and ta 
Rifle it in its Birth. 

In others, inſtead of reſenting unſeaſonably, cer» 
tain imprudent Expreſſions ſpoken by thoſe we treat 
with, we muſt ſuffer them with Prudence and Ad- 
dreſs together, and have only -Ears for thoſe things 
which may conduce to our Ends. 

There are Men who are ſo preſumptuous, as to 
think they ought to ſhew their Bravery on all oc: 
caſions, hoping thereby to obtain what they cannot 
get by reaſon,and what they cannot conſtrain Peo- 
ple to do by force. | 

They think they have.done harm by threatning 
it ; but beſides, that this proceeding is contrary to 
reaſon, it never ſucceeds with Perſons of Honor. 


As 
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As Fools are not fit ro negotiate,there are Minds 
ſo very nice and refin'd, thatthey are as unfic for ir 
as they, by reaſon that ſubtilizing upon every thing 
they arelike thoſe who break the Points of Nee- 
dles in whetting them. | 

The moſt proper Men are thoſe who keep a Me- 
dium between thoſe two extreams, and the moſt 
ſubtle making uſe of their Wit, to avoid being de- 
ceiv'd , mult take care at the ſame time not to uſe 
it to deceive thoſe they treat with, 

Men are always diffident of choſe that aCt craf- 
tily, and give an ill Impreſſion of the frankneſs and 
fidelity they ought to behave themſelves with; That 
never advances their Aﬀairs. 

The ſame Words have often two Senſes, the one 
depends on the Sincerity and Ingenuity of Men,the 
other on Art and Subtlety by which ic is very cafe 
to turn thetrue Signification of a Word to volunta- 
ty Explications. 

Great Negotiations muſt not have one Moments 
Intermitlion , it is neceſſary to purſue what we yn- 
dertake with a perpetual chain of deſigns, never 
cealing to act, unleſs with Reaſon , and not by 
a Relaxation of Mind , Indifference , wavering 
thoughts and contrary reſolution, 

| Neither muſt Men be diſguſted by an ill Event, 
ſince it often comes to paſs, that what is underta- 
ken with moſt Reaſon,ſucceeds with leaſt happineſs 

It is difficult co combat often, and always to' be 
Conqueror , and it is a Sign of an extraordinary 
Bleffing when Succeſs is favourable in great Under- 
takings, and only contrary in thoſe that are of little 
Moment. | 
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It is enough thatNegotiations are ſo harmleſs, that 
one may receive conſiderable advantage by them, 
and never any harm. 

If any body urges , that ſome of them prove 
prejudicial ſometimes , I give him leave to reject 
my Judgment , if he does not find, in caſe he will 
open his Eyes, that inſtead of having any reaſon to 
impute the ill ſucceſs he has dbſerv'd in the Remed 
I propoſe, they are only to be imputed to thoſe 
who did not know how to make a good uſe of it. 

Tho itſhould produce no other advantage than 
to gain Time on certain occaſions, which happens 
commonly, the practice of ir would be very com- 
mendable and uſeful in States, ſince a moment ofs 
ten ſerves to avoid a Storm. 

Notwithſtanding the Alliances, which are often 
contracted by Marriages between Crowns, do not 
always produce the Effe& that might be delir'd, 
yet they muſt not be neglected; and they often 
prove ths moſt Important matters of Negotiations. 

They always produce this advantage, that they 
retain States for jome Time'in ſome conſiderations 
of Reſpe& one towards another; and to have a Va- 
lue for them, it is ſufficient that they prove ſome- 
times advantageous. 

As the way to get good Fruit is to Graft; the 
Princes of France, who derive their Birth from Pa- 
rents of Equal and high Quality, muſt in Reaſon 
be more alevated, and without doubt, their Blood 
remains the more Illuſtrious, in being leſs mix'd 
with other. 

Moreover Alliances ſerve ſometimes to extin« 
guiſh Leagues and Ingagements among Princes, and 
tho they do not always produce that good Effect, 
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the advantages the houſe of Auftria derives by them, 
ſhows that they are not to be neglected. 

In matters of State, all things muſt be improy'd, 
and what may be uſeful, muſt never be diſpis'd. 

Leagues are of that kind, the Beneht of them is 
often very uncertain,and yer they mult be reſpected : 
However I would not adviſe a great Prince, to 
ingage himſelf voluntarily, upon the account of a 

ue in a deſign of difficult Execution, unleſs 
he finds himſelfpowerful enought to make it ſucceed 
altho his Colleagues ſhould fail him. 

T'wo Reaſons oblige me to advance this Propoſi- 
tion. 

The firſt draws its Original and Force from the 
Weakneſs of Unions, which are never very certain 
among divers Soveraign Heads. 

The ſecond confilts,in that PettyPrinces are often as 
careful and diligent, to Ingage great Kings into great 
Enterpriſes, as they are {low in ſeconding them, 
notwithſtanding they are ſtrictly oblig'd ſo to do, 
and thac there are ſome, who ſave their own ſtake, 
at the colt of thoſe they have ingag'd again(t their 
will, 

Altho it is a common Saying, that whoever has 
Force, has commonly Reaſon, it is true nevertheleſs, 
that two unequal Powers being joyn'd by a Treaty, 
the greateſt is in danger of being forſaken by the 0+ 
ther; the reaſon of it is Evident. Reputation is a 
thing of ſo much Importance ro a great Prince, 
that no advantage can be propos'd to himgto recom- 
penſe the loſs he would uffer by it, in caſe he ſhould 
forfeit the Engagements of his Word and Fairh : 
And ſuch Terms may be offer'd to him, whoſe Po- 
wer is Inconſiderable, tho his Quality is Sovereign, 
that 
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that according to all Probability he will prefer his 
advantage to his Honor, which will make him fail 
in his Obligation towards him who, foreſeeing his 
Infidelity, cannot reſolve to prevent it ; by reaſon 
that to be abandon'd by his Allys, 4s not of fo- 
much Conſequence to him,as the prejudice he would 
receive in violating his Faith. 

Kings muſt take a great deal of Care what Trea- 
tys they make ; bur when they are made they mult 
keep them Religiouſly. 

I am ſenſible that many Politicians teach the Con- 
trary ; but without conſidering in this Place what 
+the Chriſtian Faith affords us agaioſt thoſe Maxims; 
I maintain, that ſince the loſs of Honor is greater 
then the loſs of Life, a great Prince ſhould ſooner 
venture his Life, and even the Intereſt of his State, 
than to break his Word, which he cannever vio- 
late withour loſeing his Reputation,and conſequently 
the greateſt Force of Sovereigns. 

The importance of this Place makes me obſerve, 
that it is abſolutely neccfſary to be exaSt in the 
Choice of Ambaſladors, and other Negotiators; and 
that a Prince can never be too ſevere in puniſhing 
thoſe who exceed their Commiſhons.; ſince by thole 
Faults, they expoſe the Reputation of Princes, and 
the Well-fare of the Commonwealth at once. 

The eafinefs, or corrup:ion of ſome Perſons; its 
ſometimes ſo great, and the defire of others, who are 
neither ſo weak nor ſo wicked, to do ſomething is 
often fo extraordinary,that it they are not kept wich» 
in the bounds which are preſciib'd them, out of 
tear of abſolute Ruin, there will always be a grea- 
ter Number of thoſe who will be drawn into make 
ill Treatys, than to make none at all, 
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] bave had ſo much Experience of this T ruth ; 
that it forces me to end this Chapter, ſaying, Thar 
whoever ſhall not be Rigoraus in thoſeOccafions,will 
be wanting in what is neceflary to the ſubliſtance 


of States. 


CHAP. VII. 


One of the greateſt Advantages , that can 
be procur'd to a State , is to give every 
one an Employment ſuitable to his Genius 


and C:pacity. 


UCH Misfortunes befal States through the In- 
capacity of thoſe that are Imploy'd in the 
principal Places and moſt important Commiſſions , 
that the Prince, and thoſe who have a ſhare inthe 
Adminiſtration of Afﬀeairs, can never be roo careful 
to employ none but ſuch as are fit for thePlaces they 
are deſign'd for. 

The moſt clear fghred being ſometimes blind and 
there being but few Men,who are willing to impoſe 
Bounds to themſelves, according to the Rules of 
Reaſon ; "Thoſe who are in credit about Princes al- 
ways think themſelves worthy of all forts of Im- 
ployments , and upon that falſe Foundation, they 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to obtain them. 

Nevertheleſs it is certain, that a Man who is ca- 
pable to ſerve the Publick in certain FunAtions,may 
be capable to ruin it in another. 

I have ſeen ſuch ſtrange Inconveniences proceed- 
ing from the ill choice that have been made in my 
time, that I cannot forbear exclaiming ypon that 
Subje& to avoid the like {or the future. if 
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If Phyſicians will not ſuffer Experiments to be 
made on Perſons of any conlideration, it is eaſy to 
conceive how dangerous it muſt be to put unexperi- 
enc'd Perſons in Places of the greateſt Truſt, ſince 
thereby you give way to Learners to make Eflays 
on occaſions,in whichMaſters and Maſter pieces are 
ſo neceſlary. 

Nothing can be more capable to ruin a State 
than ſuch a Proceeding,the true ſource of all ſorts of 
diſorder. 

An Ambaſſador ill choſen to make a Treaty may 
cauſe a notable prejudice out of Ignorance. 

A General of an Army incapable of ſuch an Im- 
ployment is capable of hazarding all his Maſte:'s 
Fortune , and the happineſs of the State unſeaſon- 
ably. 

I dare ſay on the contrary, That if all thoſe who 
are imploy'd in Public Truſts were worthy of them, 
States would not only be exempred from many acci- 
dents , which often trouble their quiet, but they 
would enjoy unexpreſſible Feliciries. 

I am ſenſible that it is very difficult to meet Sub- 
jets, which have all the Qualifications requir'd for 
the Places they are deſign'd for ; but at leaſt they 
muſt have the Chief, and when none that are ac- 
compliſh'd can be found, ir is no ſmall farisfaQtion 
to chuſe the beſt rhat can be found in a barren Age. 

If the mask moſt Men put on, and if the Ar- 
tifices they uſually praRtiſe ro diſguiſe them ſelves, 
and tg,conceal their Defets,deceive us,inſomuch that 
being once ſertl'd in great-Places, they appear as 
malicious as they were eſteem'd full of Virtue when 
they were choſen; the ſaid miſtake muſt be reCtit'd 
immediately, and tho Indulgence may induce to 
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Tolerate ſome ſmall Incapacity,it muſt never exculec 
malice - which is ſo to prejudicral to States, ro be 
Tolerated in conſideration of Private Intereſt. 

It is on this Orcafion our Duty obliges us to re- 
preſent freely to Princes, to what degree they are 
anſwerable before God, when they give Places of 
great Truſt out of pure favour, which can never 
be poſſeſſed by mean Capacitys, without prejudice 
to the Stare. 

It is on the ſaidOccaſion,we are oblidg'd to ſhow, 
that tho we do not abſolurely Condemn particular 
AﬀeRtions, which have no other foundation but that 
natural Inclination, which Men have rather for one 
Perſon than for another ; we cannot excuſe Princez 
who ſuffer themſelves ro be prevail d upon fo far, 
as to give th6ſe, thcy Love thus, Places, in the ad- 
miniſtration of which they ſhow themſelves as preju- 
dicial to the State, as uſeful to themlelves. 

Thoſe who have the happine(s to Injoy the favour 
of Princes, by the force of their Inclination, muſt 
nat be depriv*d of receiving Advantages from them, 
tho they have not all the Qualifications requir'd to 
make them worthy of the ſame,and the Public can 
not complain of it with Reaſon, unleſs they are 
Immoderate, 

Bur it is a fimiſter Omen for a Prince, when he, 
who is the moft Conſiderable for his Intereſt, is 
not the moſt confider'd by his Favour, and States 
are never in a worſe Condition, than when the In- 
clirations the Prince has for ſome particularPerfons, 
prevail before the ſervices of thole that are more 
uſeful to the Public. 

la ſuch a Cafe, neither the Eſteem of the So- 
veraign, nor the Aﬀe&ion one has for him, nor 
the 
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the hope of reward do any longer excite Virtue. 
Men remain on the contrary in an Indifference of 
Good and Evil, and Envy, and jealoufie, or Spite, 
Induce all Men to neglect their Duty, becauſe thar 
in performing it, they have no proſpect of re. 
ward, 

A Prince, who delires to be belov'd by his Sub- 
jeas, mult hill up all the Places of Truſt, and the 
firſt Dignitys of his State, with Perſons ſo much 
elteem'd by every one, that the Cauſe of his Choice 
may be found in their merit, 

Such Men muſt be carefully ſought after through- 
out the State, and not receiv'd by importunities, or 
choſen in the Croud of thoſe who preſs moſt about 
Kings, and about their Favourites. 

It Favour hasno hand in Ele&tions, and Merit 
be the Sole foundation of them, beſides that the State 
will be well ſerv'd, Princes will avoid a great deal 
of Ingratitude, which is often met with in certain 
Men who are the leſs grateful for the favours they 
receive, in that they leaſt deſerve them : Ic being 
molt certain,that the fame Qualifications, which ren- 
der Men worthy of favours, are the ſame which 
make them Capable and delirous to acknowledp 
them. 

Many have good ſentiments in the moment you 
Oblige them, but the Conſtitution of their Nature 
{ways them ſoon after, and they eabily forget what 
they owe others, becaule they only love themſelves ; 
and as Fire converts all things into its own ſubſtance, 
they only conſider Public Intereſts, to convert them 
to their one advantage, and equaly deſpiſe thoſe who 
do them Good, and the States in which they re- 
ceive it, 3 
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Favour may innocently be allow'd in ſome things; 
buta Kingdom is in a fad Cafe, when the Throne 
of that falſe Goddeſs is raiſed above Reaſon. 

Merit ſhould always turn the Scale, and when 
Juſtice is on our fide, favour cannot prevail with- 
out Inj uſtice. 

Favourites are the more dangerous, in that thoſe 
who are raiſed byFortune ſeldom conſult Reaſon;and 
whereas it ſeldom favours their deſigns, it proves 
commonly Ineffe&tual to ſtop the Courſe of thoſe 
they form to the prejudice of the State. 

In my opinion nothing is more likely to Ruin 
the molt flouriſhing Kingdom in the World, than 
the Apetite of ſuch Men, or the inordinate Paſſions 
of a Woman, when a Prince is poſſefled by them. 

I amthe bolder in advancing this Propoſition, 
becauſe there are no Remedies againſt thoſe Evils, 
but.ſuch as depend altogether on Chance and Time; 
which often ſuffering the Sick to dye, without any 
aſſiſtance, muſt be look'd upon as the worſt Phyfici- 
an in the World, | 

As the greateſt Light in Nature cannot make 
the blind perceive one glimpſe of their way, ſo there 
is no Ray capable to unſeal the Eyesof a Prince, 
whenthey are ſeal'd by Favour and Paſſion, 

Thoſe whoſe Eyes are blinded , can never make 
good Choices unleſs by Chance, and therefore {ince 
the welfare of the State requires them ever to be 
made with Reaſon, it alſo requires that Princes 
ſhould not be pofſefled by Perſons who deprive 
' them of the Light, they ſtand ig need of to ſee 
the Obye&s, which are put before their Eyes. 

When the Hearts of Princes are ingag'd by ſuch 
means, it is almoſt Uſeleſs to do well ; _—_ = 
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Craft of thoſe who arein poſſeſſion of their AﬀeRi- 
ons,tarniſh the luſtre of the pureſt Attions,and make 
the moſt ſignal Services paſs for Offences, 

Many Princes have undone themſelves,by prefer - 
ring their particular Aﬀe&ion to Public Intereſt. 

Such misfortunes have befallen ſome, by the un= 
ruly Paſſions they have had for Wotnen. 

Some are fallen into the like Inconveniences, by 
ſuch a ſimple blind Paffion they have had for their 
Favorites, that in order to raiſe their Fortune, they 
have ruin'd their own. 

There have been others, who having no natu- 
ral Inclination for any thing, have nevertheleſs 
been ſway'd with ſo much Violence in favour of 
ſome particular Perſons, that they have bccaſion'd 
their Ruin. 

Men perhaps will wonder at this Propoſition, 
which is nevertheleſs as True, as it is eaſy to be 
conceiv'd ; and if Men conſider, that ſuch Motions 
are diſtempers to the Minds that are influenc'd by 
them, and that as the Cauſe of Feavours is the Cor- 
ruption of Humors z one may alſo ſay, That thoſe 
ſorts of Violent Aﬀe&tions, are rather Grounded on 
the defet of the Perſon in which we find them, 
than on the Merit of thoſe who receive the Efle&, 
and Advantage of them. 

Such Evils commonly carry their Remedy along 
with them, in that being Violent they are not laſt- 
ing ; but when they continue they often occalion 
Death, as well as the Feavers of that Kind; or 
a want of health, which-is ſeldom repair'd #eer- 
wards. 

The wiſeſt Princes have avoided thoſe divers 
kinds of Evils, in making Reaſon the guide of 
all their Aﬀcctions. Ce 3 Many 
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Many have cur'd themſelves of them, after hav- 
ing found to their Colt, that unleſs they did it, 
their Ruin was Inevitable. 

To return preciſely to the Point of the Queſtion 
propoſed in this Chapter, the {cope of which is to 
ſhow how Important it is to diſcern thoſe who are 
the fitteſt for Employments ; I will conclude it, {ay- 
ing, I hat fincelntereſt is that which makesMen guil- 
ty. of Male-adminniftration in the Places that are 
committed to them : Ecclefiaſticks are often to be 
preterr'd to many others, in what relates to Places 
of great Truſt : Not that they are leſs ſubje& to 
their own Intereſt, but becauſe they have a great 
deal lets ſelf Intereſt than other Men, fince that 
having nether Wives, nor Children, they are free 
trom the Bonds which ingage Men moſt. 


a. 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the Evil which Flatterers, DetraGors, 
and Titriguers commonly occaſion in States, 
and how neceſſary it is to remove them 
from Kings, and to baniſh them from their | 
Courts. 


Here is no Plague ſo capable to ruine a State, 

as Flatterers, DetraCtors and certain Men, 

who apply themſelves wholly to form Cabals and 
Iarrigues in their Courts. | 

» They areſo induſtrious to ſpread their Venom, 

by diversimperceptible ways, that it is difficult to 

ſeape it, without abundance of care. . 

| $ 
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As they are neither of a Quality, nor Merit, 
© have a ſhare in the Management of Afﬀairs, nor 
good enough to be concern'd for the Publick Good, 
their only aim i to diſturb both; and exp:&- 
ing great advantages from Confuſion, they omit no 
means to overthrow, by their Flatreries, by their 
Crafts, and by their Detra&tions the Order and 
Rule which deprives them abſolutely of all hopes 
of Fortune, ſince it is impoſſible to build any in a 
well diſciplin'd State, unleſs it be upon Merit, which 
they are wholly deſtitute of. 

Beſides that as it is a common thing for thoſe 
who have no ſhare in Aﬀairs, to endeavour to ruine 
them, thoſe ſort of Men are capable of doing all 
manner of Evils ; and therefore it behoves Princes to 
take all the precautions imaginable againlt the malice, 
which diſguiſes ir ſelf in ſo many different dreſſes, 
that it is often difhcult to ward it. 

There are ſome, who notwithſtanding they have 
neither Cuurage nor Wir, have nevertheleſs ſo much 
of both as to teign as much [teadineſs, as a profound 
and ſevere Wiſdom, and to ſer off themſelves, in 
finding fault with every body's Actions, even when 
they are moſt to be commended, and that it 15 
Impoſſible ro do betrer, in reſpeCt of the thing in 
queſtion. 

Nothing is fo eaſy as to find apparent Reaſons,to 
Condemn what cannot be better done, and what 
has been undertaken upon ſuchSolid Foundations,that 
one could not have done otherwiſe without commit- 
ting a notable fault. | 

Others having neither Mouths nor Spurs, dil]ike 


* by their Geſlufes, by ſhaking of their Heads, and 


by alerious Grimace, what they dare not Condemn 
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with Words, and cannot be blam'd with Reaſon. 

Not to flatter in what Relates to ſuch Men, lt 
is not enough for the Prince to refuſe them his Ear, 
he muſt alſo baniſh them from the Cabinet, and 
Court together ; becauſe that as their facility is 
ſometimes ſo great,that ro ſpeak to them and ro per- 
tuade them,is the ſame thing ; even when they can- 
not be perſuaded, there ſtil] remains ſome Impreſſion, 
which has its Effe& another Time, when the fame 
Artifice is renew'd : And indeed the Little Applica- 
tion they have to Afﬀairs, induces them often to 
Judge the Cauſe, rather by the number of Witneſles, 
than by the Weight of the accuſations. 

I could hardly relate all the Evils, thoſe Evil 
Councelors have been the Authors of, during your 
Majeſtie's Reign. But I have fo lively a Relentment 
of it for the Intereſt of the State, that it forces me 
to ſay, That there can be no room for mercy for ſuch 
Men, in order to prevent the miſchiefs that have 
been done in my Time. 

Tho a Prince be never fo Firm and Conſtant, 
he cannot without great Loprudence, and without 
expoſing himſelt ro Ruin, keep ill Men about him, 
who may ſurpriſe him unexp«edly, as during a 
Contagion a Malignant Vapor {tezes in an Inſtant 
the Heart and Brains of the ſtrongeſt Men, when 
they thick themſelves ſoundeſt, 

Thoſe Public Plagues muſt be remov'd, never 
to retum, unleſs they have caſt all their Venom, 
which happens ſo ſeldom, that the care we ought 
to have of repoſe, obliges more to the Continua- 
tion of their Removal, than Charity can Invite to 
recall them. wer: 
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I boldly advance this propoſition, becauſe I have 
never ſeen any of thoſe Lovers of FaQions bred 
in the Intrigues of the Court , loſe their 11] habit, 
and change their Nature,unleſs for want of Power, 
which, properly ſpeaking, do's not Change them, 
fince the will of doing Ill remains in them, when 
the Power has left them. 

I am ſenſible that ſome of thoſe Men, may be 
ſincerely converted, but experience teaching me, 
that for one who perſiſts in his repentance, twenty 
return to their old Vomit; 1 decide boldly, Thar it 
is better to uſe Rigor againſt one Perſon who de- 
ſerves favour, than to expoſe a State to ſome pre- 
judice by being too Indulgent, either towards thoſe 
who keep their malice in their Heart, only acknow- 
ledging their fault in Letters, or towards thoſe whoſe 
levity may give a reaſon to dread a relapſe, worſe 
than their former Evil. 

"Tis no wonder that Angels ſhould never do any 
Evil, ſince” they are confirm'd in Grace; but that 
thoſe who are obſtinate in that kind of Malice 
ſhould do any good, when they may do harmyis a 
kind of Miracle, which muſt be wrought by the 
immediate Powerful hand of God, and it is certain 
thata Man of great Probity, will find much more 
difhculty to ſubfiſt in an Age corrupted by ſuchMen, 
than one whoſe Vertue they will not ſtand in dread 
of, his Reputation not being ſo Intire. 

Some are of Opinion,thar ir ſuits with the good- 
neſs of Kings to Tolerate things which ſeem to 
be of ſmall Conſequence in the beginning ; bur I fay, 
That they can never be too caretul ro diſcover and 
ro extinguiſh the lealt Intrigues of their Cabinets 
and of their Courts, in their Birth. 

Great 
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Great Conflagrations being occafion'd by (mall 
ſparks ; who ever puts out one,do's not know whar 
miſchief he has prevented : but to diſcover it, if he 
leaves any one unextinguiſh'd, tho the ſame Cauſes 
do not always produce the ſame Effe@, he will 
perhaps find himſelf reduc'd to ſuch an Extremity, 
that it will no longer be in his Power to remedy the 
fame. Whether it be true or no that alittle Poyſon 
ſtops a great Veſlel, the Courſe of which it cannot 
advance of one Moment, it is eaſy to conceive by 
what Naturaliſts relite to us of that Poyſon, that ic 
is abſolutely neceſſary to purge a State of that which 
may put a ſtop to the Courſe of Aﬀairs, tho it 
can never advance ir, 

On ſuch occaſions it is not ſufficient to remove 
great Men upon the z:ccount of their Power, the 
ſame muſt be done to the meaneſt, upon the ac- 
count of their Malice : All are equally dangerous, 
and if there is any difference, mean Perſons, as thoſe 
that are moſt conceal'd, are more to be fear'd than 
the others. 

As the bad Air,l have already mention'd, lock'd 
up into a Trunk often Infe&ts a Houſe with the 
Plague, which afterwards ipreads throughout the 
Town,ſo the [ntrigues of Cabinets often fill theCourts 
of Princes with partialitics,which finally diſturb the 
body of the State. 

As I may affirm with Truth, thatI have ne- 
ver fſcen any Troubles in this Kingdom, but what 
did proceed form thence, I anſwer once more, that + 
it is more Important than it ſeems to be, to extin- 
guiſh not only the firſt ſparks of ſuch Diviſions, 
when they appear, but alſo to prevegt them, by the 
removal of thoſe who make it their whole bulineſs 
to kindle them. -- The 
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The Peace of the State is roo Conſiderable, to 
neglect that Remedy, wichcut being anſwerable 
for it to Ged. 

] have ofren ſeen the Court in the midſt of Peace, 
ſo full of Fations,tor want of praftiling this good 
Counſel, that they were very like like to over- 
throw the State. 

That knowledg, and that which Hiſtory has 
given your Majelties of the like Perils, to which 
many, and particularly the laſt of your Predeceſſors, 
have often been expoſed upon the ſame account, 
having oblig'd you to ſeek out a Remedy, I have 
ſeen France ſo peaceable at home, while ſhe had 
Wars abroad, that conlidering the Repoſe it injoy'd, 
no body could-have thought it was oblig d to oppole 
the greateſt Powers. 

Perhaps ſome may urge that che FaQtions and 
Troubles I have mention'd, have been occalion'd 
more by the invention of Women, than by the 
Malice of Flatterers. 

But that Inſtance isfo far from being againl(t 
what I have urg'd, that on the contrary it confirms 
it powerfully, ſeeing that in ſpzaking of Flatterers, 
and the like, I do not delign to exclude Women, 
wno are often more dangerous than Men, and to 
whoſe ſex a World of Charms are annex'd, more 
powerful ro Diſturb and to Imbroyl Aﬀairs, Courts 
and States, than the moſt ſubtil and induſtrious 
Malice of any others whatever. 

It is true, that while the Queens Catherine and 
Mary de Medics, had a ſhare in the Government 
and that many Women being Influencd by 
them , medd!'d with the Aﬀairs of the State , 
many of them very powerful in Sence and _— 

have 
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have done a world of Miſchief, their Places hav- 
ing acquir'd them the beſt Qualify'd Perſons of the 
Kingdom,and the moſt Unhappy ; they have drawn 
this advantage by it, that being ſerv'd by them ac- 
cording to their Paſſions, they have often prejudic'd 
thoſe who were not in their Favour, becauſe they 
were uſeful to the State. 

I might Inlarge upon this SubjeR, but divers 
reſpeCts ſtop my Pen, which not being Capable of 
Flattery, when it condemns openly, cannot fotbear 
obſerving, That the Favourites I have mention'd in 
the preceeding Chapter, often ſupply the place of 
thoſe, whoſe Malice I have examin'd in this, 

After thoſe' Truths, I have no more to ſay,but 
that it is Impoſſible to ſecure States againſt the Evils 
thoſe ſort of Perions may occafſion,but by removing 
them from the Court ; which is the more neceſlary, 
in that it is Impoſſible co keep a Snake in ones boſom, 
without expofing one's ſelf to be ſtung by ir. 
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ESAP IK 


Which Treats of thePower of the Prince; and 
is divided into Eight Seftions. 


SECTION. I 


The Prince muſt be Powerful, to be Reſpefied by hs Sub- 
jets and by ſtrangers. 


OWER being one of the moſt neceſlary 
P Ingredients towards the Grandor of Kings, and 
the profperity of their Governments; thoſe who 
have the chief Management of Aﬀairs, are par- 
ticularly oblig'd not ro omit any thing, which may 
contribute to Authoriſe their Maſter fo far as to 
make all the World Reſpe& him. 

As goodneſs is the objeft of Love, Power is 
the cauſe of Dread : and it is moſt certain, that a- 
mong all the Princes who are capable to Stir a Srate, 
Fear grounded upon Eſteem and Reverence,has fo 
much'Force, that it ingages every one to perform 
his Duty. 

If this Principle is of great Efficacy in reſpeCt to 
the internal Part of States , it is to the full as pre- 
vailing abroad : SubjeCts and Strangers looking with 
the ſame Eyes upon a formidable Power, both the 
one and the other abſtain from offending a Prince, 
whom they are ſenſible is in a condition to hurt 
them, if he were fo inclin'd. 
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I have obſerv'd by the by , that the ground of 
the Power 1 am ſpeaking of, muſt be Eſteem and 
Reſpedt ; I add,that it is now a thing fo neceſſary, 
that when it is grounded upon any other Principle, 
it is very dangerous; in that caſe inſtead of crea- 
ting a reaſonable Fear, it inclines Men to hate Prin- 
ces, who are never in a worſe condition than when 
it turnsto public averſion. 

The Power which induces Men to reſpe&t and 
fear Princes with Love,is of many different kinds; 
It is a Tree which has five divers Branches , which 
all draw their nutriment and ſubſtance from one and 
the ſame Roor. 

The Prince muſt be powerful by his Reputation, 

By a reaſonable Army always kept on Foot. 

And by a notable Sum of Money in his Coffers, 
to ſupply unexpected exigencies, which often come 
to pals when they are leaſt expected. 

Finally, by the Poſleffion of his SubjeRts hearts, 
as we may eafily ſee. 


————_— 


SECTION. IL 


The Prince muſt be powerful by his Reputation ;, and what 
35 neceſſary to that End, 


Eputation is the more neceſlary in Princes, in 

- that thoſe we have a good opinion of,do more 

by cheir bare wordsthan thoſe who are not eſteem'd, 
with Armies. 

They are oblig'd to valueir beyond Life ; and 

they ought ſooner to venture their Fortune and 


Grandeur, than to ſuffer the leaſt Breach to be 
made 
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made in the ſame, fince it is moſt certain -that the 
leaſt diminurion a Prince receives,tho never ſo ſlight, 
is the ſtep which isof moff dangerous conſequence 
for his ruin: 

In con{ideration of which I declare freely , that 
Princes ought never to eftcem any Profit advanta- 
gious , When it refleCts in the leaſt upon their ho- 
nour : and they are either blind,or inſenfible to their 
true Intereſts, if rhey receive any of this nature. 

And indeed Hiſtory teaches us, that in all Times 
and in all States, Princes of great reputation are af- 
ways happier than thoſe, who being inferiot ts 
them in that Point , have furpaſs'd them in Force 
and Riches , and in all other Power. 

As t'1ey cannot be too jealous of it, their Conn- 
ſellors can never be too careful , tocry up the good 
Qualities they poſſeſs. 

Thoſe who will form their Condut upon the 
Rules and Principles contain'd in this preſent Teſta- 
ment, will undoubtedly acquire a Name which will 
be of no ſmall weight in the mind of their SubjeRs 
and of their Neighbours, particularly if being Re- 
ligious towards God , they obſerve the ſarne Rule 
towards themfelves. 

That is, in being true to their word, and faih- 
fulto their Promiſes ; conditions which are- ſoabſo- 
lurely neceffary for the reputation of a Prince, thar 
as he who is deſtitute ofthem can never be eſteem'd 
by any body, fo it is impoffible for him who does 
poſſeſs them not to be reverenc'd and credited by 
all the World. 

I could inſtance many Examples of this 'Truth ; 
but as I do not delign this Work for a Common 
Place , eaſy to be pertorm'd by all forts of Men, 

who 
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who will extra good Books ; I will only inflance 
ſuch as are fo certain and foclear, that all ſenſible 
Perſons will find the Proof of them in their own 
Reaſon. 


————— 


_= 


SECTION. Ill. 


The Prince muſt be Powerful by the force of hys Frontiers. 


ON E but ſuch as are depriv'd of common 
ſence, can be unſenſible how neceſſary ir is 


d great States to have their Frontiers well Forti- 

d. 
v It is a thing the more neceſlary in this Kingdom, 
in that, that tho the Levity of our Nation ſhould 
make it incapable of making great Conqueſts ; their 
Valour would render them Invincible, in their de- 
fence; having conſiderable Places, ſo well fortify'd, 
and ſo well provided with all things,that they may be 
able to ſhow their Courage, without being expoſed 
to ſuffer great hard-ſhips,whichare the onlyEnemies 
they have to 'overcome. 

A Frontier well fortify'd is capable either to diſ- 
courage Enemies from the deligns they might have 
againſt a State, or at leaſt ro ſtop the Courſe of 
the ſame, and their Impetuoſity, if they dare ven- 
ture to do it by open force, 


The ſubtil motions of our Nation ſtand in need 


of being ſecured againſt the Terrour they might re- 
ceive in an unexpected atrack,it they did not know 
that the entrance into the Kingdom has ſuch 
ſtrong Ramparts, that no foreign Impetuoſity can 


be capable ro rake them by Storm, and that it is 
impoſſible 
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imp"(Iible to overcome them, without a coniiderable 
Time. 

The new method of ſome of the Enemies of this 
Srate being more to ſtarve the Places they befiege 
than to take them by force of Arms , and- to ruin 
the Country they invade by a great number of 
horſe , than to advance by degrees into it with a 
cont:derble budy of Foot , as was done antiently ; 
it is Clear,thar Frontier Pl:ces are not only uſetul ro 
reliſt ſuch Efforts , but alſo ro ſecure States, in the 
Bowels of which it is impoffible for Enemies to 
make any great Progreſs if they leave Places behind 
them to cur off the communication of their Coun« 
trys and their Convoys rogether. 

Thele conliderations oblige me to repreſent, that 
it is not tufficient to fortify Places, and to pat ſuch 
Proviſions and Ammunitions into them,as may ſerve 
to reliſt brisk arrack:, bur alſo to furniſh them with 
all things neceſlary for a year at leaſt , which is a 
ſufficient time to' relieve them conveniently. 

I am ſenfible that it is almoſt impoſſible for great 
Kings,co provide many Citadels thus ; but it isnot 
ſo with great T'owns in which: the Sociery of Men 
produces a grear ſtore of many things, which a par« 
ticular Gaverngr cannot make a ſufficient proyilion 
of, and ic is ealie to oblige the Lihabitants to pra« 
vide Proviſions tor a Year , which wilt always ſuf» 
hce for ſix Months and more, if they turn out uſe- 
leſs Mouths, as reaſon requires. 

I amo tar trom pretending that this Order ſhould 
exempt Princes from having publick Magazias, 
that on the contrary | am of opinion that they can 
never have too many, and that after having provt- 


«&d them , they muſt eſtabliſh ſuch good Orders to 
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preſerve, them that the Governors, to whom the 
diſpoſition of the ſame belongs, may not have the 
Liberty to diffipate them in vain, either our of neg- 
ligence, or a defire to convert them to their own 


ues. 


I do not particularly ſpecify the Number of Can- 


To omit no. 
thing,l will ob- 
ſeryc in this 
Place, that it is 
betrer to have 
Magazins. of 
Salt Petre, of 
Brimſtone and 
of Coals than 
of Powder rea- 
dy made,by rea- 
on thar it ſpoils 
in time by kee- 
ping , and that 
an Accident of 


Fite is the more 


to be fear'd, 


nons*, of Powder and of Bullets, and 
of all other Warlike Ammunitions, 
which are to be put in every place,be- 
cauſe it is to be different according to 
their different Largeneſs.But I will ſay 
that Proviſions for the Mouth are not 
more neceſſary than thoſe of War, 
and that it would be to nv purpoſe 
toraTown to be well ſtor'd with Vi- 
Ctuals, if they wanted what is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary,both to defend them- 


ſelves and to annoy their Enemies,ſee- 
ing perticularly thatExperience ſhow- 


eth us ti:at thoſe whoſhoot moſt,commonly kill moſt, 
when a Place 'is beſteg'd , one might better ſpare 
Bread than Powder. | 


The Antients having obſerv'd very well,that the 


real Strength of 'Towns conliſts in the. number of 


Men, I cannot forbear adding, that all Fortificati- 
ons are uſeleſs, unleſs the Governor and the Offi- 
cers,who command in a place, have a Courage e- 
qual to the Strength of the Walls. and Ramparts, 
and unleſs the Number of Men is proportion'd ro 


the Largeneſs of the place, and the quantity of the . 


Pofts that are to be defended. 

Experience has ſhow'd us in divers occaſions, that 
the leaſt Holds are impregnable by the ſteadineſs of 
the courage of thoſe who defend them , and that 
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the beſt Citadels make no great reſiſtance, when 
thoſe that are in thera have not a Courage ſuitable 
to their Force. 

Therefore Princes can never be too careful in 
chooſing thoſe ro whom they intruſt Frontiers, ſince 
the Welfare and repoſe of the State depends chict- 
ly on their Fidelicy and Vigilancy , their Courag. 
and Experience , and that often the lack of one 
of theſe Qualifications,coſts millions to States, if it 
dyes not prove the abſolute cauſe of th eirRuio. 


—_— 


SECTION. IV. 


Of the Power a State ought to have by its Land- Forces. 
This Se&#ion has ſeveral Subdiviſions, upon the 
account of the abundance of matter it contains, 
which will be ſpecify'd in the Margin. 


d bir E moſt potent State in the World cannat 
boaſt of injoying acertain Peace, unleſs it be 
in a condition to ſecure it (elf at all times, againſt 
an unexpected Invaſton, or Surpriſe. 

In order thereuato it is neceſlary that fo great a 
Kingdom as this is, ſhould always keep a ſutficienc 
Army on Foot to prevent the deſigns which hitred 
and envy might form againſt its Proſperity and 
Grandeur, when*cis look'd upon to be in a ſecure 
Repoſe, or at lealt to ſtifle them in their Birth. 

Who has Force, has commonly Reaſon on his 
fide 3 and he that is Weak, is commonly thought 
in th? wrong inthe Judgment of moſt Men. 

As a Souldier who do's not always wear his 


$uord is lyable to many inconveniences ; that King- 
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dom which d-y's not always ſtand on its Guard and 
keep it ſelf in a condtion to prevent a ſudden ſur- 
—__ is in great danger. 

Public Intereſt obliges thoſe who have the 
management of States to Govern them ſo, 
as not only to ſecure them againſt all the Evil 
which may be avoided, bur alto troma all apprehen- 
ſions of it. 

* As Reaſon requires a Geometri- 
*The Power of cal Proportion, berween that which 
_ = ſuſtains, and that which is ſuſtained, 
can; producethar it is certain that there muſt be con» 
gy reg ſider:-be Forces, to ſuſtain fo 


mains ro know rear a Body as this Kingdom. 
what - Forces 


ought to be kept on Foot in this Kingdom. 


Thoſe that are neceſſary to ſo great an End, may 
and ought to be of a different Nature,that-is,thar a- 
mong the Men dclign'd for the preſervation of this 
State, ſome muſt be liſted to be ready on all occa- 
{1ns, and others a&tualiy in Arms, in order always 
to bein readineſs ro makea good defence. 

*The Number of *[n order to provide for theFron- 
Men which ought tier Towns, and to keep a Budy on 
to be kepe ontoot fog to oppoſe all unexpeCted De- 
in this dom, . » 

ſigns, it is neceſſary. to keep at leaſt 
four thouſand Horſe , and forty thouland Foot a+ 
Rtually in Arms at all times, and it is eafie.. without 
burthening the State, to keep ten thouſand Gentle- 
men, and fifty thouſand Foot liſted, ready to be 
rais'd on all Emergencies. 

Ic may perhaps be urg'd that the Defence of the 
Srate does not require ſuch great Preparations, but 
whereas theſaid Eſtabliſhment is ſo far from being 
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a Burthen to France, that on the contrary the Noe» 
bility and the People will receive a Benefit by it 7; 
I ſay, that it is neceſſary to make War , -when ever 
the Good of the State will require it. 

*In the opinion of the moſt judicious, ,, 
War is ſometimes an unavoidable E- times So 
vil; and'on,other occaſions, it is ab. 'y- 
ſolutely neceſſary and advantagious. 

Srates ſtand in need of it at certain times,to purge 
their ill humours, to recover what belongs to themn, 
to revenge an Injury, the Impunity: of which draws 
on another, 10 free Allies trom Opprciſion, to: put 
a ſtopto the Progreſs of a Conqueror's Pride , to 
prevent the Evil one is threaten'd with,when there is 
no other way to avoid them,or, in fine, to pre» 
vent many other Accidents. 

I maintain, and it is an undoubted Truth , that 
no War can be happy unlels it be juſt;and that nor 
being ſo, tho the Event ſhould prove favourable 
« according to the World, yet an account muſt be gi- 
ven for ic at the Tribunal of God. 

Therefore the firſt thing ro be done,when aPrince: 
is forc'd to take Arms, is to examin the Equity of 
the Cauſe for which they are taken, which mult be: 
done by DoRtors of Capacity and Provity. 

This Foundation ſuppos'd , the means to carry 
it on vigorouſly muſt be confiderd, and. 10 
time it well,is not one of the leaſt Marerial. 

Thereis this difference betwixt him who purſues 
revenge with Anger, and he who does it with Rea- 
ſon, that the firſt does miſchief , at the venture of 
receiving the ſame, chuſing rather ro ſuffer himſelf 
than to loſe an opportunity to prejudice his Enemy ; 
and the laſt diſſembles his reſeatment, until he finds 
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an occaſion to punifh him who has wrong'd him, 
without ſharing his Sufterings. 

The firſt ats like a Beaſt, according to, the Im- 
pulſe of Nature ; and the laft behaves himſelf like 
a Man, ſuffering bimſelf ro be guided by reaſon. 

In order to ſucceed in War, it is not tufficient to 
chuſe a fit opportunity, to have a ſtrong Army, a» 
bundance of Money,ot Provilions, and warlikeAm- 
munitions , the main point is to have Men fi for 
the Service they are defign'd for, to know how to 
make them obſerve a good Diſcipline,to make them 
live regularly, and to manege ones Money, Provilt- 
ons and Ammunitions prudently. 

Ir is eaſy to ſet down thele general Principles, but 
the practice of them is difficult , and-yet incaſe it 
be negle&ted, the Succeſs of a.War.cannot be hap- 
py, unleſs by chance or miracle , which wiſe Men 
muſt never troſt to. | 

There is no Nation in the World ſo unht for 
War as ours ; their Levity and Impatience in the 
leaſt hardſhips, are two Principles which are but too 
well known. 

Tho Ceſar ſays, that the French underſtand two 
things, the Milicary Art,and that of Speaking, I own 
that hitherto, I have not been able ro apprehend up- 
on what ground he attribures the firſt ot theſe Qua- 
lifcations to them, fince Patience in Labour and Suf- 
ferings, a Qualihcation abſolutely neceflary in War, 
is bur ſeldom found among them. 

Were this Qualification joyn'd to their Valour, 
the Univerſe would be too little to bound "their 
Conqueſts , bur as the great heart God has given 
them, makes them fr to overcome whatever oppo- 
ſes them by force , their Levity and Laziaels make 


them 
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them incapable of overcoming the leaſt Obſtacles, 
which the delays of a ſubtle Enemy oppoſes to their 
Eagernefſs. 

This is the reaſon why they are not fit for Con- 
queſts which require time, nor to preſerve thoſe 
they might make in an inſtant of Time. 

They are not only inconſtant,impatient,and little 
inur'd to Fatigues, but moreover they are accus'd 
of never being pleas'd with their preſent condition, 
and to have no great AﬀeQion for their Country : 
and the faid Acculation is ſo well grounded, that no 
body can deny , that there are more among them 
who are wanting in thoſe Duties which their Birth 
exads from them, than among all the other Nati- 
ons of the World. 

There are tew who wage War againſt France, 
without having French Men in their . Army, and 
when they are Arm*d for their Country, they are {0/ 
indifferent in what relates to its Intereſt , that they 
do not uſe the leaſt Endeavours to overcome their 
Natural DefeQts to it's advantage. 

They run an huntired Leagues to ſeek a Battle, 
and yet would nat; expect the occaſion of one a 
week, the Enemy tires them out , even before wy 
have begun to work, 

They are not afraid of Peril , but they will ex- 
paſe themſelves to it without any Pains ; the leaſt 
delays are inſupportable to them,they ave no Flegm 
to tarry one moment for their happinels , and.they 
are tir'd even with the continuation of their ny 
rities. 

At the beginning of their Enterpriſe , their ea» 
gerneſs is not. common, and. indeed they are-more 
than Mea that moment, but they cool by degrees, 
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ſo that they become equal to thoſe who have but a 
common Vertve, and in proces of Time . they 
are diiguſtedand grow efteminate , infomuch that 
they are leſs than Men. 

They ſtill retainCourage enough to fight. provided 
they are pur to't immediately,but they donot keep fo 
much of it a$to rarry for an occaſion + tho their Hon 
the Reputation of their Country and theService of 
their Maſter requires ir. 

They can neither improve a V i&tory , nor reſiſt 
the Fortune of a Victorious Enemy ; Projperity 
blinds them beyond other Men , and yet they have 
neither Courage,nor Judgment in Adverſity, and in 
Labour. 

In fine, They are ſubjet ro ſo many faults,that 
it is not without reaſon, ſome judicious Perſons won- 
der how this Monarchy has been able to (ubliſt 
from it's Birth, ſince that as it has always found 
faithful Children for it's D. fence, it has never been 
attack'd but it's Enemies have found SeCtators in 
it's Boſora, who, like Vipers, have us'd their utmoſt 
Endeavours to gnaw the Bowthioft their Mother. 

I am ſenſible at the ſame rime that the French have 
good Qualifications to counterpoite thoſe Imperfe- 
tions 5 They are Valiant, full of Courage and Hu- 
manity 3 their Heart is- void 'of "Cruelty , and fo 
free from Rankor , thar they are eafily reconcil'd. 

But tho theſe Qualifications are the Orna- 
ments of Civil Society.and Efi: ntial to Chriſtianity ; 
; yetit is certain , that- being deſtitute of Fiegm, ot 
Patience, and of Diſcipline , they are exquilite Vis 
Quals ſerv'd without Sawce to reliſh them. 

I am not ignorant that the Providence of God, 
which is admirable in all things,'is panticularly ſo, in 

having 
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having counterpois'd the ill Qualities of every Na- 
tion , by other advantages which make amends for 
their defects. 

If the French Nation is inconſtant and impatient, 
"their Valour and Impetuolity often makes them do 
that at the firſt Onfer, which others are a lofig time 
abour, 

If their uneaſine{s hinders tnem from remaining 
long in Armies willingly ; God's Providence has 
made it ſo abounding in Men, that there are always 
abundance of them, who being mov'd by the ſame 
Principle of Levity , arc ready to ſupply the room 
of thote who are defirous ro come home again, and 
theſe are ready to go back, before thoſe who have 
{ſucceeded them, are weary. 

If their want of affeftion for their Country in- 
clines them ſome times to take Arms againſt their 
King, the Inconſtancy and ſudden Motions, to 
which they are ſubject, not permitting any body to 
rely upon them, they do themſelves more harm than 
they are capable of doing to their Country. 

"T's moſt cerrain, that the Spaniards {urpals us in 
Conſtancy and Steadineſs, in Z-al, and in Fidelity 
for their King and Country ; but in exchange.,that 
Kingdom is o barren and fo defart in ſome Places, 
and fo lirtle abounding in Men, that were it not 
for their Conſtancy, it would often be abandon'd 
by it ſelt. 

Moreover, if among the French , ſome particu- 
lar Perſons ingage againſt their Maſter , the Spa- 
niards ſome times mutiny and revolt in  Bodys in 
their Armys. 

If the Emperor has the advantage to govern a 
Nation, which is the Nurſery of Souldiers, -he bas 
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the ditadvantage, that they cafily change their Par. 
ty and Rcligion together, belidesthat they are very 
much addicted to Drunkenneſs, and tar more unru» 
Iythan ou rs in the Field. 

In:s Word all Nations have there defe&s, and 
the moſt prudent are thoſe who endeavour to acquire 
by Art, what Nature has deny'd them. 

It is more eaſy to add Flegm, Patience, and Dil- 
cipline, : to the Caurage, Valour, and Courteſy ot 
the French, than to inſpire that Fire in Flegmatic 
Nations, which they have not naturaly. 

The French are Capable of every thing, provided 
their Commanders are Capable to teach them what 
they are to do. 

Their Courage, which inclines them to ſeek out 
War all the World over, Juſtifys this Propoſition: 
Since they live like Sperierds in their Armys, like 
Sweedes in their Country, like Crawats when they are 

liſted among them, and like Hollanders in their States, 
' They obſerve their ſeveral Diſciplines z which 
ſhows, thart if they keep their Natural ImperfeQtions 
in their Country, it is becauſe they are tolerated, 
and that their Othcers do not know how to Correct 
them. 

If they live in this Kingdom without Diſcipline , 
it ts not ſo much their fault, as the favlr of their 
Leaders, who commonly content themſelves with 
making hne Ordinances, and do not take fo much 
care as they ſhould do to cauſe them to be obſerv'd, 

Nothing can be more eaſy than to preſcribe Rules 
'to live well, znd nothing! more difficuit then to put 
them in pradtice ; however it is not impoſhble. 
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Endeavours muſt be us'dto ſhow the Juſtice of 
them by reaſon, and then no mercy muſt be ſhown 
to thoſe who Violate them. 

If one, two, or three Examples of Puniſhment 
do not put a ſtop to Diſobedience, the comiouance 
of it willdo't; and dare aſſure your Majeſty,that 
it you hng Chiefs worthy to command , you will 
never want Subjects fit to obey, It is molt certain, 
that the general Opinion of the World , That the 
French are incapable of Rule and Diſcipline, has no 
ocher Foundation than the Incapacity of their Com- 
manders, who do not know how to chule neceſſa- 
ry means for the Ends they propoſe. 

The Siege of Rochel, in which during thirteen 
Months an Army of 25000 Men receiv'd Orders, 
and obey*d like Monks bearing Arms, and the Ex- 
pedition of Pignerol, where they did the ſame,plain- 
ly demonſtrate what I have aid. 

But the General muſt be a Man of Reſolution, 
and no reſpeCter or Perſons, and known to be fo, 
for it iscerrain that unleſs he has ſo much ſteadineſs 
as to remain inflexible inthe Rigor of the Rule he 
has preſcrib'd , no Man will think himſelf oblig'd 
to obſerve it z or at leaſt many will venture to 
break it,in. hopes of a Pardon. 

But when a General perſiſts as much in puniſhing 
as the elinquents in their Faults; his ſteadineſs 
will ſtop the cuurſe of our exceſſive Levity ;, and 
without ſuch.a Remedy ir is in vain to expect to 
keep ſo hot and ſoimpetuous a Nation as ours is, 
within the Bounds of Reaſon. "The Puniſhmentsof 
Marillac and of Montmorency , have reduc'd all the 
Grandees of the Kingdom to their Duty in an in- 
tant of time; and 1 dare afhm, that the lame being 

practiy'd 
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pradtis'd ag1inſt Ten Officers, and Fifry Souldiers, 
will maintain the Armys in Diſcipline, and iu a con» 
dicion to perform whatever will be defir'd of them. 

Puniſhing thoſe thus , who ſhall be wanting 
in the Performance of their Duty, few Men will be 

iſh'd, fince few will venture to expoſe them- 
ſelves to ruin, finding ir inevitable, and by the Neath 
of 8 ſmall Number,the Lives of many will be pre- 
ferv'd , and Order obſerv'd in all things. 

The DefeQts of this Nation never appear'd more 
than under your Majeſty's Reign, which being (ig- 
naliz'd by great Proſperity and Power by your 
ConduQ, will allo be {1gnaliz'd-in the opinion of 


the moſt judicious , for many Inhidelities you have. 


ſuffer'd, and by a World of Attempts againſt your 
Service. 

Afrer having made divers Inquiries into the Rea» 
ſons of both, I am not afraid of ſaying, That they 
proceed fromthe Weakneſs of your Majeſty's Mi- 
nority , during which Men have fo inſenfibly ac- 
cuſtom'd themſelves to all forts. of Licentiouſneſs, 
that they thought they might continue the ſame 
under your Reign with the ſame Impunity as here- 
tofore. 

The firſt is , that as there are more Colleges of 
Religious Orders, more Officers of Juſtice, and of 
the Fmances than for the time paſt , there are not 
near {o many Souldiers , for which reaſon the deſer- 
tion of thoſe who retire from the Armies is more 
apparent, becauſe there are not ſo many found as 
formerly, to ſupply the room of thoſe who torſake 
their Duty. 

The ſecond , that Souldiers advanc'd their For- 
tune more, formerly than in theſe Times, in which 
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the Othcers of the Finances,and the* Thoſe tharfurm 
Partiſans reap all the Fat, to the the Public Reve- 
great diſguſt of thoſe who are con- Pue- 

{train'd to expoſe their Lives almoſt to no purpoſe. 

The third, that Generals are leſs careful in our 
days of military Diſcipline , and lefs ſevere in cha- 
ſtifing thoſe who ſwerve trom it than our Fore-fa- 
thers were. 

The fourth , that the long diſcontinuarion the 
French have had of Foreign Wars, in which they 
had powerful Enemies to encounter , had almoſt 
made them forget the Trade,and diſus'd them from 
the Fatigues they are little capable of, tho they muſt 
g9 through many , when they have brisk and po- 
tent Enemies to deal with. 

I add to theſe conſiderations , that your Maje- 
ſy's health has not always permitted you to be in 
the Army, and that the Injuſtice of the French is ſo 
great , that they are never fatisfy'd in a Place, 
where they venture their Lite , unleſs they ſee their 
King , whoſe preſence they fancy does in ſome mea- 
ſure {cure it. 

None but the Enemies ot this State can make 
War ſucceſsfully by their Liewtenants; the Flegm 
of their Nation gives them'that advantage ; but the 
French are the moſt unkit for ir of any other Nati- 
on, becauſe the eagernets of their Courage 'and the 
d:(ire of hghting gives theman Impatience , which 
can never 'be vanquiſh'd ,' but ' by the preſence of, 
their King. 'y 

If at any time any great Enterpriſe has met with 
Succeſs under Lieutenanrs , it will either be - found 
that thoſe who have had that good Fortune, were 
Mer. of 'very great Authority , by the Truſt re- 
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pos'd in them by their Maſter , and by their parti- 
cular Merit, or that thoſe Wars were nor fo laſting, 
as tooblige them in overcoming the Encmies al(o 
'to vanquiſh the humour of the French. 

It is no ſmall Trouble to me to be oblig'd in thisPlace 
to diſcover the defects your Majelty has often ob- 
ſerv'd in your Nobility ;, yet they are fo public, that 
it is impoſhble to conceal them. 

The AﬀeQion | have for that Order, obliges me 
to examin them, to find out Examples and to 
endeavour to remedy the ſame. 

The eſteem they were in heretofore will hardly 
permit one to believe , that they have commitred 
faults on ſome accaſions in your Reign ; but | will 
diſcover the reaſon of them to thoſe who have be- 
held their Effects. 

All Men ealily apprehend , that there is a great 
deal of difterence between the Spirits , which natu- 
rally aſcend on high, and the groſſer Parts of their 
Bodies which remain below. 

The excellency of the Nobility which love War, 
are thoſe Spirits which aſcend on high, eſteem'd 
by all the World ; and thoſe who only follow ir, 
becauſe the Laws of this Kingdom conſtrain them 
foto do, are if not the Lees, at leaſt the Wine 
which drops out of the Eask,which is hardly fic for 
Servants. - 

There are no Cammunities in which:there are not 

Wore ill Subjects than good ones; and whereas a 
'"Hirtle Tare is capable to ſpoil ſeveral heaps of Whear 
jt is no wonder it, when the Nobility is aſſembled, 
the greater number corrupts the leſs,tho berter ; and 
as the beſt Wine mix'd with the Lees is nought, {6 

| the Service of the belt Nobility is not only uſeleſs 
. bur 
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but prejudicial , when joya'd with the Lees which 


alrers it. 
* This Diſcourſe ingaging me to ſpeak ,, _. 
of the Ban, and vt Ba, I cannot — 
forbear ſaying that it is an Aſſembly of Gentry, 
which having no Head with any Authority, governs 
it ſeit without Rule,and lives without Diſcipline.—— 
An Aſſembly the ſubſiſtance of which has (o lit- 
tle certainty, that the fickleneſs,cowardice, malice or 


_ dilguſt of three or four Perſons, is capable to diffi- 


pate it in a moment. 

An Aſſembly which ruins the Places through 
which it paſſes tar more than the regular Forces, 
which ruining your Majeſty's Country pay part of 
what they ſpend , whereas thoſe pay nothing at 
all. | . 

They never perform any Guard in an Army , 
which produces a double Ill, Lazineſs andthe Dif 
guſt it creates in others. 3214 + 

Unleſs they fight at their firſt Arrival;;as they are 
quick in coming, they are ſpeedy in going back,and 
threaten it every moment ; in retiring they do not 
only debauch many by their ill Example 4 but the 
molt ingenious among them, .invent whatever Craft 
can ſuggeſt to cover their Infamy, and to perſuade 
that they do not retire without reaton ;, {o that they 
buth weaken and aſtoniſh Armies at one and the 
ſame time. 

Your Majeſty being much better acquainted with 
theſe Truths, of which you have ſeen the praftice, 
than I am, wighout inſiſting on the defects of an 
Order, the Perfettions of which I have repreſemed, 
my Conſcience obliges me to declare freely , that 
Princes mult never have any recourlie to ſuch a Suc- 
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cour, which is much more prejudicial than uſeful to 
the Srate. 

But thay this Kingdom may not be depriv'd of 
the Service of the Nobility, which has always een 
the Principal Sinew of it, and is oblig'd to lerve it 
in time of V Var , upon the accounts of the Fiets 
which have been granted them on that condition, 
and of the advantages they injoy over the People in 
time of Peace : It will be neceſſiry to tax all rhe 
Fiefs in every Bailywick, according to their Reve- 
nue, to form regular Troops with the faid Mo- 
ney,into which ſuch as had rather ſerve in Perſon, 
than to pay the Contribution of the Fiefs ſhall be 
admitted , provided they ingage to perform the 
Conditions of their Obligation. 

Prudence requires that Men ſhould be imploy*d 
according to their capacity, and that the defeCts of 
Nature ſhould be tupply'd by Art ; and for that rea- 
ſon it is neceflary to make this uſe of theBody of the 
Nobility, in order to derive ſome advantage by 
them. 

Next to this Obſervation , proceeding on, I am 
oblig'd to oblerve, that it is almoſt impoſſible to un- 
dertake great Wars with Succeſs with the French 
alone, : . 

: Foreigners are abſolutely ne- 
IP cellary mc the Body of 
Armies , and if the French Horle are good to fight, 
| there is no being without Foreigners to perform the 
Guards, and to ſupport the Fatigues of an Ar- 
my. 
Our Nation , tho hot and cager in Combats , is 


neither vigilant to guard it felt, nor proper toform 
Deſigns 
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Deſigns or Enterprizes , which require toyl and 
lr. | 

One half of the French Armys were formerly Com- 
pos'd of' Foreigners, and we have experienc'd how 
advantageous it is to uſe them, to ſupply the defect 
ot our Nation, beſides that the good qualifications 
of thoſe by whom we may be ath{ted may in ſome 
meature correct our ImperfeCtions. 
* But whereas it we want well diſciplin'd Souldiers, 
ſteadyand conſtane in their Duty,we are yetin greater 
want of Commanders, qualif'd as they oughe tobe; 
it will be necdleſsto remedy one of theſe Evils, uns: 
leſs we alſo correct the other. | 

"There are but few of them in theWorld,and leſs 
in | France than in any other part, -who do nor ſuf-: 
fer themſelves to be blinded by: Proſperity, and 
do-not loſe their-Courage and Judgment in Adverly 


7 Nevertheleſs it is neceſſary there ſhould be Men: 
imploy'd in the adminiſtration of the State, and'in' 
theCommand-ofArmys free from theſe defeCts,other- 
wite we ſhould be in danger of never improving 
the tavourable occaſions, which God may offer us, 
and of being conſiderable loſers by the firit ftrowns of 
Fortune. IM 
| _ Tho the Head guides the reft of the Body, and: 

Judgment” is the moſt Effential Part of him: 
who Commands, Nevertheleſs | prefer a great deal 
of Courage and Indifterent Parts in a General, be 
fore a great deal of Wir, and an indifferent Hearr,; : 

Many perhaps will wonder at this 'propoluion, 
becauſe it is contrary to the- opinion of many, buc 
the reaſon of it is Evident. 
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Thoſe who have a great deal of Courage are ne- 
ver aſtoniſh'd in danger, and make uſe of ell the 
Wit and lydgment God has indued them with on 
ſuch occaſions; whereas thoſe who- have but little 
Courage being eaſily aſtoniſt'd, are ſo much dil- 
may*d in the leaſt danger, that let them have ne- 
ver fo much Wir, it is ablolutely uſclets to them, 
fear not allowing theny to Uſe it. 

I make but little: difference between giving the 
management of the Finances to a Thief and the 
Command of an Army to-a Man of mean Cous- 
rage. 

Ns Avarice , and the delire the firſt has of get- 
ting an Eſtate, hinders him from improving the oc- 
calions to increaſe his Maſter's Fund, fo the fe- 
cond, having a defire to preſerve his Life, and to 
avoid many. Perils, which are only. tuch in his Ima- 
pination, commonly loſes and avoids many advan- 
tage6us occations to 'imploy his Arms 4 and thus 
if the firſt is capable of committing faults out of & 
deſire to fill his 'Purſe , the laſt is lyable to do the 
ſame , in order to fecure his Life. 

Among Men of Courage , ſome are naturally 
Valiant,and others are only to by reaſon; The firſt arc 
fitter to be Soulders than Captains, by reaſon that 
their Valour is commonly accompany'd with Bru- 


tality ; bur the laſt are good tro make Commanders: 


Nevertbelets its always to be with'd' that their rea» 
| fonable Vaiour may not be void of Natural Cour- 
age;becaule otherwiſe it were to be fear'd, that the 
conſideration of many incoveniences which may hap- 
pen, and yet do not happen, might hinder him 
who proceeds with too much caution from un- 
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dertaking that which might fucceed in others with 


leſs Wir and more boldneſs. 

Want of Judgment contributes con{iderably to- 
wards the Valour of tome Men,who performAGtions 
which are the more h#zardous, in that they are not 
ſenſible of the Pagil to which they expoſe them 
{clves, | 

Judgment is of no ſmall uſe to others to feign a 
great boldneſs on ſome occaſions, which tho dange- 
rous in appearence, are neither fo is Effet, nor in 
the opinions of thoſe , whom God has indued” with 
more knowledge than others. 

As a General's Valour muſt not be deſtitute of 
Judgment : So tho he be Prudent and Judicious ro 
the higheſt degree he mult have ſincerity to hinder 
him from making Artifices paſs for Actions of Cour- 
age. Men dilpuiſe themſelves ſo many different 
ways that ic isalmoſt Impaſſible to diſtinguiſh the 

ects which proceed froty the head from thoſe 
which proceed from the Heart. 

There are Men fo naturaly Valiant, that they 
continue fo to their dying day. 

Others, which not being ſo, make an Effort in 
their Youth to appear ſuch, ro gain fore Repurari« 
on, in favour of which they 'may paſs their-/Life 
without Iatamy. 

. Theſe laſt have no ſooner obtain'd their Ends, 

but the EffeQs of their Valour diſappear, becauſe 
they have what they deſire, and that Artifice 
is the Sourſe of their Courage, and not their'natw- 
ral Inclination. | | 

Great Care muſt be taken not ro chuſe a Chief 
of that Nature, remembring that Craft is as dan- 
.* Ee 2 gerous 
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gerous inthoſe who Command, as Judgment and 
Courage is neceſſary, 

Thoſe two qualityes ought almoſt to keep an 
even pace,but they muſt be accompany'd with many 
others. | 

. Great enterprizes not being Childrens Play, they 

require a ripe Ape in thoſe who perform them ; 
but as the maturity of Judgment which advances with 
years is uſcful to form a deſign, the Fire of Youth 
is no-leſs neceſſeary ro put it in execution, and it is 
molſtcertaia that Fortune often Smiles on Youth, 
and Frowns on Age. 
;:» Fberefore it is, fit'to obſerve, that there is agreat 
deal of difterence between a Novice, a young Man, 
and an old one. Iris difficult to be goodand bad 
at once. 

To be Excellent, it is neceſſary to be young in 
years, but not in Service and Experience. For tho 
Old Men are commonly the Wilſeſt,they are not the 
beſt to undertake, becauſe they are often-deſticute 
of the fire of youth, which is requiſite in ſuch oc- 
calions. 

 \ In concluſion, Courage, Wit, and good Fortune 
are..three qualifications ſo Eflential in a General, 
thatitho there are but few who poſleſs them altoge- 
ther, it is difficult ro expe without hazard great 
events from thoſe whoare deſtitute of either of them. 

. Burif a Prince beſo happy as to find. any, in 
whom theſe qualifications are met, ic will 
be caly to remedy. the defedts of thoſe who ſhall be 
committed to their Condutt. 

One of thofe which do's moſt harm, as I have 
obſerved, is the Inconſtancy of our Nation, which 
rendering it almoſt incapable of remaining long = 

the 
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the ſame State, an Army is no ſooner Rais'd, but 
one half of it dwindles away. 
* [ have thought ſometimes that the 
beſt Expedient that could be taken * & Remedy to 
to make Souldiers Subfiſt, and ro Sublitt, ? 
maintain them in Diſcipline, would 
be to reſtore the Eſtabliſhment of Legionarys, formerly 
pradtis'd in this Kingdom, adding fome particular 
Orders to it, altogether neceſſary to make it late ; 
but Reaſon and Fxperience have alter'd my mind. 
Reaſon, in that it ſhows clearly that what is com- 
mitted to the care of many, is the leſs certain, in 
that every one lays the blame upon his Companion , 
and that the Ele&tions which are made by the advice 
of Communities, are rarely made by the bare motive 
of Reaſon, becauſe that tho there are many Perſons 
of Wiſdom, and Probity among them, the number 
of Fools, and of Knaves is always the greateſt, 
Experience,in that it Teaches wa | body, thatno 
money 1s laid out worſe than that of Communities. 
* Beſides that I may fay with ; : 
Truth,that when ever the urgent ne- - _ Julia 
ceſſitys of the State have conſtrain'd by the male ad- 
your Majeſty to imploy Forces ſent miniſtration of 
by Princes,led and paid by their own raiſed for the 
Officers,which I have ſeen Twice du- -_ of 
ring this laſt War; they have Crches. 
always coſt double, and have com- 
mitted as much and more diſorder than the others, 
and have done lefs ſervice than thoſe which were 
rajsd at the ſame Time,and conduQted by particu- 
lar Perſons at your Charge, 
Thoſe conſiderations have convinced me that ins 
ſtead of Charging the Provinces with the Raiſing 
Ee 2 and 
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and maintaining of Souldiers ; Soveraigns ought 
to take the Care of it, and that they may make 
them ſubliſt with order if they will uſe proper means 
to that end, according tv the following order. 

All Souldiers muſt be Liſted, their Names, place 
of Birth, and of abode, Enter'd, that in caſe they 
ſhould run away from their Colours, they may be 
the ſooner found again. 

The Regiſter of every Place muſt be charg'd 
with the number of thaſe that ſhall be rais'd within 
his Precin&, and the Judges oblig'd to uſe their en- 
deavours for the apprebending and puniſhing, ac- 


cording to the, Ordinances, all thoſe who ſhall 


come back from the Armys without leave; on 
pain of the ſaid Judges being turn'd out of their 
Offices, upon proof of their having receiv'd Infor- 
mation of the return of your Souldiers wichout 
having proſecuted them for the fame. 
For the Liſting of Souldiers, every one muſt be 


oblig'd to ſervethree Years without demanding to - 


be diſmiſd,unleſs in the Caſe of an Evident Illneſs 


on condition that the ſaid Term being expir'd it ſhall | 


not be lawful to refuſe it them , when demanded. 


This condir'on is very neceſſary, by reaſon that | 
when the French think themſelves conlirain'd, and '_ 
kept againſt their Will, they commonly think of no- 


thing but running away,tho they were to lole a thou- 
ſand Lives, if they had ſo many , whereas when 
they are at Liberty to retire, it is likely they will 
freely remain in the Armies, Nature commoaly in- 
clining Men .o. have a leſsdeſize for what they are 
allow'd-to do, than to do that which is forbidden 
them. 


W hatever 
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Whatever Souldier ſhall obtain his diſmiſion, 
ſhall be oblig'd co enter the ſame into the Regiſter 
of the Jurisdiftion in which he was rais'd. 

The Chiefs and Officers of a Regiment ſhall not 
be allow'd on any pretence whatever, to receive 
Souldiers of another , on pain of being degraded 
of Arms, nay more, of their Gentility, if they are 
Gentlemen, 

And the Souldlers who ſhall abandon their Cap- 
tains without leave , ſhall be ſent to the Galleys 
without Mercy , at whatever time they are taken, 
neither ſhall any change at Place , or of condition 


+ exempt them from the ſame. 


.. No Furlow or Diſmiſſion ſhall be allow'd of, ung 
leſs {fign'd by the Colonel, or Commander in Chic, 


in his Abſence, and ſeal'd with the Seal of the Re 


giment. ' 

. Every Regiment ſhall have a Provoſt, aCommillas 
'ry, a Comptroller, and a Pay-Maſter, who ſhall all 
be obliged to follow the Regiment ; on pain not 


_ only of being caſhier'd , but alſo of Exemplary 
-|+ Puniſhment. 


In caſe any diſorders happen , and the Provoſk 


| do's not Puniſh the offenders according to the Laws 
* of Arms he ſhall be puniſhed himſelf, as ſoon as 


the ſaid Complaint is brought to your Majeſty , or 
to the Generals. | 

In caſe the Regiment is not Compleat, and the 
Comptroller orCommiſſary do not giveNotice there- 


. of, they ſhall be anſwerable for it themſelves, and 


be ſeverely puniſhed. | | 
If the Men are unpay'd by the Pay-Maſter's faule, 
either by his imbezeling the King's Money,by bare 
pur offs or delays,or other failures, he ſhall be liable 
Ee 4 ro 


C72) 
to pay the quadruple,and ro be exemplarily puniſh'd. 

The ſaid Officers ſhall only be imploy'd by -way 
of Commiſſion, Experience having ſhewn that no- 
thing ſpoils the King's Officers more, particularly 
in Military Afﬀairs, than to give them Places for 
Life, which properly ſpeaking, is nothing but a 
Title to ſteal Fith impunity. 

Thoſe who command the Forces,ſhall be oblig'd 
to put them in Battalia whenever it ſhall be re- 
quir'd by the Commiſſaries. 

To the end that thoſe who ſhall have ſuch Com- 
miſhons, may perform them faithfully ; the Com- 
miſſary ſhall have 200 Livers a month, the Comp- 
troller 150 Livers, the Provoſt 100 Livers, his 
Clerk 50 Livers, and every one of his Men 30 
Livers. 

And whereas it would be to no purpoſe to regu- 
Jare the Souldiers and inferiour Officers, without 
preſcribing the Order which muſt be obſerv'd+ by 
the principal Officers. "The Colonels, Captains, 
Serj-ants Major, Lieutenants and Enligns, ſhall 
not be allow'd to quit their Poſts, without leave 
from their Generals, and Commanders of the For- 
ces, or from your Majeſty : and in caſe any ſhall in- 
fringe the ſaid Regulation, they ſhall be Caſhier'd, 
Degraded of their Gemiility and Arms; if they are 
Gentlemen, or barely Caſhier'd if they are nor,with- 
out any prejudice to greater puniſhments. It will 
be fit for Your Majeſty to impole this Law 
upon Your Self, never to grant them any.ſuch leave 
in time of War, without a Lawful Cauſe: but when 
they are in Gariſon, Your Majeſty may be fo kind 
as to grant furlows to a third part of the _— 

or 
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for four months, to the end, that in a years time 
they may have it all in their turn. | 

If with this good Rule, which cannot be thoughe 
roo Auſtere, even by thoſe who may ſuffer by it, 
particular care be taken of the Souldiers : If Bread be 
given them all the year round, fix Muſters and a 
Suit of Cloathes : If che Military Miſkons be con- 
tinued which were practis'd in 16Jg. to prevent 
their falling ſick : If when they are il!, Hoſpitals be 
provided to follow the Army in all places, asit was 
done in the ſaid year, and a livelyhood ſecur'd 
for thoſe who ſhall be maim'd in the King's Service, 
in the Commandery of St.Lemwze defign'd to that end; I 
dare an[wer, that the Infantry of this Kingdom 
will be well Diſciplin'd for the future. 

* It will be the ſame with the 
Horſe,if railing them with the fame #* Cavalry. 
Order, (which I do not repear, to | 
avoid a tedious Narration) every Trooper be obli- 
ged to keep two Horſes for Service and a Sumpter: If 
they are made toobſerve the Ordinances rigoruuſly, 
which oblige them never to be without Arms: and 
if in time of Peace they are put in Gariſon in cloſe 
places, to prevent the diſorders which it is impoſſible * 
to ſecure the People againſt, when Souldiers are 
Quarrter'd in the open Countrey. 

They have behav'd themſelves fo ill in theſe laſt 
Wars ; that in catethey ſhould remain in the ſame 
condition, they would be no longer hit for any Ser- 
vice. 

The true cauſe of their decay is the vaſt number 
that has been rais'd in theſe latter times, to oppoſe 
the Cavalry of Foreigners who make all forts 
of Men Troopers indiftcrently. , 

or 
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For which reaſon it has been impoſſible to raiſe 
them among the Gentrey of Courage and 
AQiivity as formerly , and the Officers have been 
oblig'd to take not only old Souldiers, but alſo raw 
young Men of all conditions, whoſe Courage or 
Strength had never been Try'd. 

If in imirating Strangers who receive all forts of 
Men in their Cavalry, ours had learnt alto to ſup- 
port Fatigues as well as theirs,tho' they had loſt part 
of their ancient Valour, which made them recome 
mendable,we ſhould have ſome reaſon to comfort our 
ſelves; but the Inconſtancy and love of eaſe which 
reigns almoſt among all conduions in our Nation, 
having quite alter'd them ; they have loſt the beſt 
qualification they had without acquiring that which 
they had not. | 

Tho' Phyſicians eſteem the cure of a Diſtemper 
ina very fair way, when the cauſe of it is known 
I own that notwithſtanding the ſource and reaſon of 
the Evil in queſtion be known, the cure is never- 
theleſs very difficult, 

If none but Gentlemen are admitted into the Ca- 
vairy, it will be impoſſible to raiſe a ſufficient num- 
ber of them, to'oppole that of the Enemies; and 
it all forts of Men be receiv'd among them, it is 
impoſſible they ſhould be ſuch as Hiſtory repreſents 
the French Horle. 

The only expedient that can be taken, in my O- 
pinion, inthis Extremity, is to exhort the Captains 
to get as many Gentlemen in their Troops as can 
be got, to make an Order that none of them ſhall 
be admitted to Muſter, unleſs one half of them are 
Gentlemen. 


Ta 
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To oblige all thoſe of that Birth being 20 years 
of Age, to bear Arms, declaring them incapable of 
any Imployments or Dignities,unlcſs they have aQtu> 
ally ſerved three years in Your Majeſty's Forces, 

To forbid all Officers of Horſe to Liſt any Soul- 
diers in their Troops, not being Gentlemen, unleſs 
they be above 25 years of Age,and have bora Arms 
in the Foot at leaſt three years. 

Finally, to cauſe the ancient Military Orders to 
be put rigorouſly in execution, which ordains all 
Troopers who ſhall abandon their Commander in a 
Combat, to be dijarm'd upon the bare knowledge 
of the ſaid fault, 

If this Regulation is Religiouſly obſerv'd, I do 
not doubt, but the French Horſe will regain its for- 
mer Repuration, and Your Majeſty's Infantry and 
Cavalry being well Diſciplin'd, you will be able to 
boaſt your being ſtrong in Arms, at any time what- 
ever, and in a condition to give your Subjets in 
time of Peace as much ſafety as terror to your Ene- 
mies. 

It now remains to know whether this State will 
be able to bear the expence of ſo great a Body of 
Men, as that which | have drawn a Project of. 
Which will be examin'd hereafter. 

In the mean time tho' there is reaſon to hope 
that by means of ſo uſeful a Regulation, and fo cabie 
to be obſerv'd, as that which I propole, the Ar- 
mies will ſubſiſt for the future, according to our 
wiſhes ; or at leaſt that they will behave theraſelves 
a great deal better than heretofore;. 1 will never- 
theleſs make fix Remarks which will be the more ne- 
ceflary in a great War, in that Prudence requires 
many. expedients in important Afairs, that Men 
may never fall ſhort of their Meaſures, The 
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* The firſt is, that in order to 
* Remarks to have 50000 effeftual Men, it is 
make Armics neceſſary to raiſe 2 hundred, recko- 
ſubliſt, . . 
make War a4- Ning upon a Regiment of 2.0 Com- 
vantagioully. = panies which ought to confiſt of a 

hundred Men, only 2s 2 thouſand. 

The ſecond, that it is neceffary to refreſh Ar- 
mics of:en by new Levies, without which though 
they areftrong upon the Rolls, they will be weak 
in Effect. 

The third, that ſuch Refreſhments ought rather 
to be made by frequent Recruits of old Regiments, 
which muſt be preſerv'd tho' abſolutely decay'd, than 
by raiſing of new ones, which nevertheleſs muſt be 
done on certain preſſing occaſions, becauſe Souldiers 
love to Lilt themſelves under new Officers. 

The fourth, That when Forces are ruin'd, it is 
better to pay them on the foot on which they are, 
than to disband them, becauſe it is impoſſible todo it 
without loſing excellent Officers and good Souldiers. 

I am ſenſible, that che remaining Souldiers may 
be put into other Regimerits. Bur it is not practi- 
cable, the kindneſs Souldiers have for their Captains, 
giving them a pretence to retire, or at leaſt of co- 
vering their inconſtancy in fo doing. 

Fam alſo ſenſible that in reforming Regiments, 
. one might imitate the Spaniards who do not only 
initiate the Souldiers into old Regiments, but the 
Officers alſo. 

But tho' it be ealte to reſolve upon ſuch an Order, 
no ſeverity will be ſufficient to put it in execution 
the ambitious,inconhiderate humour of our Nation, 
not permitting them to ſufter themſelves ro be com- 
manded, after having commanded, whatever ad- 

vantage 
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vantage they might receive by ſuch an Obedience, 

The Fifth, that it is abſolutely Impoſhble in Wars 
which require extraordinary Efforts, to pay' the 
muſters of che Forces that are rais'd regularly, as it 
may be done in an Enterprize which do's not ex- 
ceed the Power of a State: But in ſuch a caſe theſe: 
two Expedients may ſerve to remedy ſuch a defect, 

The firſt conſiſts in making ſo good a Proviſion: 
that the Souldiers may never want Bread: 

The Second, to oblige the Commanders, who be-- 
ing fatisfyed, have roo much Intereſt to preſerve the 
Men under their Command, . not. to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours in order thereunto ; whereas when they 
are misus'd their Complaints and Negligence give 
way to the Licentiouſneſs of their Souldiers,. and 
give them a defire-to run away,tho otherwiſe they: 
would not think on't of their own accord. 

However I muſt not forget to obſerve, that toda. 
well, it is neceſſary ro make three Muſters, during 
the Campaign, beſides five Months of V Viater 
Quarters which the Forces mult” have regularly. 

And whereas nothing is more material towards 
the ſubliftance of Armys, and the ſucceſs of all the 
deſigns thatcan be undertaken, than to take ſuch 
meaſures that Provifion may'never tail them. 

I add forthe {xth remark,that the faid care is one 
of 'the chief that is to be raken,and that Oeconomy 
. and Policy are the chict qualifications of Generals, 
. Armys hardly fight once in a year:But they muſt live” 
daily,and ſubfiſt with order ; which cannot be done 
without an extraordinary Occonomy, and Policy: 

Hiſtory affords us the Example of more Armys 
that have periſhed tor want of Bread ,andPolicy,than 
by the effort of the Enemys Arms;and Lam a faithful 
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Witneſs,that all theEnterprizeswhich have been made 
in my. dayes,have anly miſcarry'd upon that account. 

Thoſe who have no Experience,commonly think 
they have done all when they have rais'd Armys, 
and. provided for their Pay ; but let them be paid 
© never ſo well,unle(s they are in a Place where they 
may live conveniently, their Money is of no uſe 
to them, and cannot. hinder them from periſhing. 

Theretore ] muſt needs ſay, that it is dangerous 
. to fely upon the Faith of a Purveyor who obliges 
himſelf to provide all the bread of an Army. 

TheLife of ſuch Men intoo poor a ſecurity for the 
miſchief their negligence may occaſion, to rely upon 
their Faith, 

The Care of the Proviſions ought to be commitr- 
ted to Perſons of Quality, of known Vigilancy Fi- 
delity and Capacity; fince the Welfare of Armys 
and often of States depends upon it. 

No men can be too great to be imploy'd in 


ſuch Places. 
| X In order not to be miſtaken in 


* A Waggon our reckening, in putting an Army 
w_ ——— on Foot, the Proviſions muſt be ſer- 
venoreightSep- tled ſo, that every Regiment of a 
ag ob thouland Men may have 15. Wag- 
axgounting to gons to Carry Bread for a Fortnight 
o008, youne which is partly as much as is requir- 
Every Septior ed for a conliderable Enterprize : 
TS = Moreover it is neceflary to have a 
tocarry 1009 hundred or two, over and above the 
—_— —— common Calculation, otherwiſe one 
s.in Biker Might fall hort. 
«& will carry 


Rations, thus 15 _ wW 
for a tthouſand Men, a 


ns will carry Bread for a 
igket for three Weeks, and 


vently #25. Waggons will carry bread for z5. days and 


Pisker for 30 for an Army of 15000 Men. 


' Special 
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Special care muſt alſo be taken to carry Mills and 
Ovens, for tho Commonly the uſe of them is nor 
good, yet it is neceſſary to have ſome, to make uſe 
of them in certain Places in which it would other- 
wiſe be impoſſible to ſubſaſt,and in which it may hap» 
pen thata ſtay of four days may give the Enemys a 
great advantage,over anArmywhich wantsProviſion, 

As the leaſt things ought to be confider'd in great 
deſigns, the General of an Army mult take a par- 
ticular care of everything belonging to his Train. 

He muſt know that a Cart is not fo cumberſom 
as a Waggon which turns with more eaſe in narrow 
Paſſes ; but on the other hand that they are ſooner 
overthrown, and that the overturning of one iscapa» 
ble to ſtopa Train a long while. Therefore it behovyesy 
him to conſider the Places he is to march through, 
to make uſe of the one or of the other, according 
as he will think ic moſt proper. 

He muſt alſo know that there are two ways of 
carrying the Bread,cither inCarriages which are ve- 
ry heavy and cumberſom,or in Carts plaited on the 
{ides and cover'd with cere Cloths which are more 
Convenient. 

After theſe ſix Remarks, I have only two Coun- 
cels to give tothoſe who Command our Armys-. 

The firſt is, always co be thei firſt in the Field,bc- 
cauſe it is difficult for an Army, tho never ſo con- 
liderable to make any progreſs, when they find 
another ready to oppoſe them, and often very caly 
for thoſe that come firſt inio the Field to ſecure 
a good fucceſs, 

The Second is to attack, when it may be done 
without raſhneſs, rather than to ſtand upon the de- 
fenſive ; by reafun that, befades that he who has the 
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boldneſs'ro attack gives ſome Impreffion of fear to 
him he attacks,the Impatient and Inconſtant Tem- 
per of the French, is asunkht for the defenſive part, 
as their fare-and firſt eagerneſs qualifys them to 
perform their duty in the firtt, | 

rience makes me ſpeak thus, and I am per- 
ſuaded that thoſe who are perte&t Commanders 
will ſay the ſame. 


SECTION. V: 
Of Naval Power. 


H E Power of Arms do's not only require 
that the King ſhould be ſtrong a ſhore, but 
allo. potent at Sea, 

When Anthony Perex was receiv'd in France by 
the late: King your Father, and that in order to 
fofren his miſery he had ſecured him a good Pen- 
ſign : That ſtranger being defirous to expreſs his 
Gratitude to that great King, and to ſhow him that 
tho he was unfortunate he was not ungrateful, gave 
him three Councels in three Words which are of no 
ſmall. Conſideration, Roma, Conſejo, Pielago, 

The advice of this old Spaniard conſummated in 
Afﬀairs;is not ſo much to be looked upon for the Au- 
thority of him that gave it,. as for its own weight. 

We have already mention'd the Care Princes 
ought to take to have a good Council,and to be au- 
thoriſed at Rome, it now remains to ſhow how it be+ 
hoves the King to be Potent at Sea. 

The Sea is, of all Heritages that in which Sove- 


raigns pretend to have the greatelt ſhare , and yer 
ic 
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it is thit on which the Rights of every body are 
leaſt agreed upon. 

The Empire of that Element was never well fe- 
cur'd to any. It has been ſubject ro divers Revolutt- 
ons according tothe inconſtancy of its nature,ſo ſub- 
Jet to the Wind that it ſubmits ro him! who Courts 
it moſt, and whoſe Power is ſo unbounded that he 
isin a condition to pofleſs it with violence againlt 
all thoſe who might diſpute it with him. 

In a word, the old Titles of that Dominion are 
Force and not Reaſon, a Prince muſt be Powertul 
to pretend to that Herirage, 

To proceed with Order and Method in this 
point, we muſt conſider the Ocean and the Medi- 
terranian ſeperately, and make a diltinCtion between 
the Ships which are of uſe in both rhofe Seas, and 
of the Gallies, the uſe of which is only good in that 
which Nature ſeems to have reſerv'd expreſly be- 
twixt the Lands to expoſe it to lefs Storms, and tg 
give it more ſhelter. 

A great State muſt never be in a condition to 
receive an injury without being able ro revenge 
it. 

And therefore England being fuuated as it is, uns 
leſs France is powerful in Ships, the Eng/sſb may 
attempt whatever they pleaſe to our prejudice,with- 
out the leaſt fear of a return. 

They might hinder our Fiſhing, difturb our 
Trade, and in blocking up the mouth of our 
great Rivers, exa&t what Toll they pho from our 
Merchants. 

They might Land without dinget in in our —_ 
and even on our Coaſts. 
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Finally, The Situation of the Native Countrey 
of that haughty Nation,not permitting them to fear 
the greateſt Land-Forces, the ancient Envy they 
have againſt this Kingdom, would apparently en- 
courage them to dare every thing,ſhould our weak- 
neſs not allow us to attempt iome thing to their 
prejudice. 

Their Inſolence in the late King your Father's 
time towards the Duke ot Scily, obliges us to put our 
ſelves in a poſture never to ſuffer the like again. 

That Duke being choſen by Henry the Greae for 
an extraordinary Embaſly into England, Embark- 
ing at Callis in a French Ship with the French Flag on 
the Main Top Malt, was no fooher in the Chan- 
| nel, bur meeting a Yacht which came to receive 
him, the Commander of it Commanded the French 
Ship to ſtrike. | 

The Duke thinking his Quality would fſe- 
cure him from ſuch an affront, refus'd it boldly ; 
but his refuſal being anſwer'd with three Cannon 
ſhot with Bullets, which piercing his Ship, pierc'd the 
Heart of the French; Force conſtrain'd him to do, 
what Reaſon ought to have ſecur'd him from, and 
whatever Complaints he could make, he could get 
no other reaſon from the Engli/o Captain, than that 
as his Duty oblig'd him to honour his Quality of 
Ambaſſador,it oblig'd him alſo to compel others to 
pay that reſpec to his Maſter's Flag, which was due 
to che Soveraign of the Sea, 

It King Fames's words prov'd more civil, yet 
they produc'd no other effe& than to oblige the 
Duke to ſeek for ſatisfation in his owa Prudence, 
feigning himſelf cur'd, when his- pain was moſt 
ſmarting, and his wound incurable. " 
| | c 
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The King your Father was oblig'd to difſemble 
cn that occaſion 3 but with this Reſolution another 
time ro maintain theRight af hisCrawn by theForce, 
which time would give him means to acquire at Sea. 

| repreſent this Great Prince to my mind proje- 
cting in that occurence, what your Mujeſty muſt 
now put in Execution. 

Reaſon obliges to take an Expedient, which with- 
out ingaging any of the Crowns, may contribute 
towards the preſervation of the gaed underſtanding 
which is defirable among the Princes of Chriſten- 
dom. 

Among many that might be propos'd, the follow- 
ing are in. my opinion the molt practicable. 

{c might be agreed upon, that French Ships mee- 
ting Engliſh Ships upon the Coaſt of England, ſhould 
Salute frit, and ſtrike the Flag, and that when 
Engliſh Ships ſhould meet French Ships upan the 
French Coaſt, they ſhould pay them the fame Ho- 
nors, on condition that when the Engl5ſp and French 
Fleets ſhould meet beyond the Coaſts of both King- 
dom's, they ſhould both ſteer their Courſe withour 
any Ceremony, only. ſending out their reſpeQive 
Long-Boats rv hail each other, coming no neerer 
than within Cannon ſhor. 

It might alſo be agreed upon, that without having 
any reſpect to the Coaſts of France or England, the 
greater number of Men of War ſhauld be Saluted 
by the ſmaller, either in ſtriking the Flag or other- 
wiſe, 

W hatever Expedient is found out on that ſub: 
je, provided it be equal on all parts, it will be juſt: 
it your Majeſty is ſtrong at Sea, that which is reg- 
ſonable, will be ” an) 4 ſo oy the Eng/;//p who Y 
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{o much blinded on that ſubject, that they know no 
Equity but Force. 

The advantages the Spaniards, who ate proud of 
being our Enemies at preſent, derive from the In 
dies, oblige them to be ſtrong on the Ocean. 

The reaſon of a ſound Policy does not allow us 
to be weak there ; but it obliges us to be in a con- 
dition to oppole the deſigns they might have againſt 
us, and to croſs their enterprizes. 

If your Majeffy be potent at Sea, the juſt appre- 
henſion Spain will lay under of your attacking their 
Forces, the only Source of their Subſiſtance: of 
your making a Deſcent on their Coaſts, which have 
upwards of fix hundred Leagues Circumference : 
your ſurpriſing ſome of their places, which are all 
weak, and in great number : that juſt apprehenſion, 
I fay, will oblige them to be ſo powerful at Sea, 
and to keep ſuch ſtrong Gariſons, that the major 
part of the Reverive of the Indies will be conſumed 
in Charges, to preſerve the whole, and if the re> 
mainder ſuffices to preſerve their States, at laſt ir 
will produce this advantage, that they will no longer 
he able to trouble their Neighbours, as they have 
done hitherto. | 

* Had your Majeſty been as weak 
as your Predeceſſors, you could not 
have reduc'd to Aſhes, in the midſt 
of the Waters, all the Forces Spain could affemble 
in 1638. on the Ocean, 

That proud haughty Nation,could not have been 
conſtrain'd to ſuffer the checking of their Pride, 
not only within ſight of I:aþ, bur alſo before the 
Eyes of all Chriſtendom, which ſeeing the Iſles of 
St. Marguerits and of St. Honors ſnatch'd our _ 
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hands by open force, whereas they had only got 
them by ſurprize, has beheld at once and with the 
ſame Eye, the ſhame of that infolent Natjon, and 
the Glory and Reputation of yours. 

You could not finaly have fought that famous 
Combat of the Gallies, on the Seas of Genoa, which 
frriking your Enemies with Terror, increas'd the 
Love and Eſteem of your Allies, and imprinted ſo 
much Reverence in the indifferent, that the weigh 
of reſpeCt ingag'd them abſolurely on your fide. 

Your Majeſty having Allies ſo diſtant from this 
Kingdom, that it is impoſſible to have any Com» 
munication with them, but by Sea, if they fourd 
France deſtitute of neceſſary means to ſuccor them 
on certain occaſions, it would be eafje for thoſe wha 
are Enemies of the happinefs of both fides, to fow 
the ſame Diviſion in the minds, which is between 
the States ; whereas your Naval Forces being con- 
{iderable, tho' divided as to place, they will remain 
ſtrictly united in Heart and AﬀeCtion to this State; 

Nature ſceras tv have offer'd the Empire of the 
Sea to France, by the advantagious Sicuation of 
her two Coaſts, equally provided with excellent 
Havens, on the Oczan, and on the Mediterranean. 

Britanny alone contains the fineſt in the Ocean ; 
and Provenge; Which has but 160 Miles extent, 
has many larger and ſafer than Spain and Iraly toge» 
ther. 

The. ſeparation of the States, which form the 
Body of the Spaniſh Monarchy, renders the preſer- 
vation of them fo difficult, that Spain has no other 
way to keep them in ſome Union, than by keeping 
a great number of Ships on the Ocegn, and of Gal- 
lies in the Mediterranean, = by their continual 
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going backwards and forwards, may in ſome mea- 
ſure preſerve the Union between the Members and 
the Head, tranſporting to and fro whatever is ne- 
ceflary for their ſubſiſtance ; as Orders for whatever 
1s to be undertaken, Officers to Command, Sou]- 
diers to Execute, Money, which is not only the 
Sinew of War, but alſo the Fat of Peace ; from 
whence it follows, that obſtructing the Liberty of 
fuch paſlages, thoſe States which cannor ſubſiſt of 
themſelves, can never be able ro avoid confuſion, 
weakneſs, and all the defolations wherewith God 
threatens a divided Kingdom. 

And whereas the Weſtern Coaſt of this King: 
dom, ſeparates Spain from all rhe "Territories pol- 
ſelsd by their King in lah, ſo the Providence of 
God, which will keep an even Balance, ſeems to 
have been pleas'd to ſeparate the Territories of Spain, 
by the Situation of France,to weaken them by ther 
Diviſion. 

If 'your Majeſty conſtantly keeps forty good Men 
of: War well Rigg'd and Equip'd, ready to put our 
to Seg on all occalions, that number will 'be ſufh- 
cient ro ſecure you againſt all Injuries, and ro make 
you fear'd on all the Seas, by thoſe wh have hither: 
to-defpts'd your Forces there. by 

As Men of War are necef{ary to that end in the 
Ocean, Gallies which are light Ships, and can make 
great Courſes with their Oars in Calms, which are 
more uſual in the Mediterranian than elfewhere, are 
as uſefu} in the Levane. 

With thirty G:llies your Majefty will not only 
balance the Power of Spain, which by the aſſiſtance 
of their 'Allies can' put fifry in a Body, but you will 
overcome them by the reafon of Union, which re- 
odubles the Power of the Forces it unites. As 
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As your Gallies may remain in a Body, either at 
Marſeilles or Toulon, they willalways be in a condi- 
tion to oppoſe the conjundtion of thoſe of Spain, 
which are {o much ſeparated by the Situation of this 
Kingdom, that they cannot afſemble without pal- 
ling in fight of the Ports, and Roads of Proveries; 
and even ſometimes without Anchoring there,by rea- 
fon of the Storms which turprize them half way ths 
Chanel , which thoſe light Ships are-not able to 
bear without great hazard, in a troubleſome paſſage 
in which they are very frequent. 

The Gulph of Leon is the moſt dangerous paſla- 
ge inall the Seas of the Levant; the inconftincy and 
contrariety of the Winds, which commonly reign 
there, render the paſlage of it very difficulr, whats 
ever way it is undertaken, 

All ſtormy weather is very dangerous there, and 
unleſs our Coaſts are favourable to thoſe who paſs 
by them, they ſeldom have a ſafe paſlage. 

The true reaſon of the hazard of this paſſage, 
proceeds from the contrariety of Winds, oceaion'd 
by divers AſpeGts of the Coaſts. 

The more a Coaſt is Mountainovs and Gn 
the more it raiſes Winds, when the heat of the 
ground is oppos'd by the coldneſs and moiſture of 
the water,- or of the Snow it is covered' with. 

This is the reaſon that theCoaſts of Provence which 
are of this nature, being ever mviſten'd during the 
Winter with- Rain or Snow, are never free from 
Wind, which blowing from the Shore, are always 
contrary to thoſe who have a mind to land - -qpal 

And tho' thoſe Winds are contrary 'tq 
proach of Veſlels, yer they are not ſtrong hs 4 
to carry them back to the places from: whence they 
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come, becauſe they commonly meet with other 
ſhore Winds which drive them back again ;, jn ſo 
much that the contrariety of Winds trom our Coaſts, 
and from thoſe of Spain, force the Ships into the 
Gulph, where generally by T<mpeſtuous Weather 
their ruine proves inevitable. 

All Ships and Gallies going trom Spain into Italy, 
always ſet Sajl from the Cape of Lwiers, and from 


the -Gulph of Ryes, and commonly rarry for 2 , 


Werſtern and, North-weſt Wind, fafely to reach 
the Coaſt of Genoa, or Morgues which is their firſt 
landing place z but tho' they put our with a fair 
Wind, #'changes as {oon as they come ro the Gulph, 

It the Wind turns to, the S. W. or S. S. W. they 
muſt ;of neceſſity. make for the Coaſt of Provence, and 
if itturns to the South Eaſt and by Eaſt, it is im- 
poſſible for the- Gallies and Ships which are near 
our Coaſts, -either to reach 1a, or to turn back 
to Spain, and in hard weather it is a Miracle if they 
are not loſt on:the Banks of our Coaſts. 

Onthe other hand, the Ships which go fiom Italy 
into Spain, ſet fail commonly from Mergues, which 
is the laſt Port of Tab. 

In order to have a good Paſſage, they tarry for 
a North Welt and Northerly Wind,. but they are 
never half-way the. Gulph, betore the Weather 
changes, and without their being in Peril ; becauſe 
a South Egſt or a. Southern Storm renders their loſs 
inevicable, unleſs our Ports are open, to receive 
them. 

Therefore France being ſtrong in Gailies and in 
Gallions, they cap bave. no certain Paſſage, fince 
they can never undertake to make the midele of the 
Chanel in-the Winter time, - without- running the 
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hazard of being loſt, either on our Coaſts, or in 
Barbary, if the Wind turns wholly to the North. 

And even when the North Eaſt and by Nore 
drives them towards Majorca and Minorca, and 
the North Welt and by Nore drives them 
into Cor/icaand Sardinia, the violence of the Storms 
often breaks and deſtroys them before they can reach 
the ſhelrer of the 1fles that are favourable to them. 

And'it to avoid that Peril they reſolve to rarry 
Pr a fair Wind to fail along our Shores, it will nor 
happen once in thirty times, that they wil pats late- 
ly, without ſtriking by ſome ill Weather, with- 
in our fight. 

And tho? they ſhould meet with ſuch favourable 
Winds, asto eſcape all the dangers of the Sea, the 
leaſt advice we have of their Paſſage, will. enable 
us to croſs it, the more ealily, in that we may al- 
ways put out to Sea,and pur in again withour Peril, 
whenever the Weather threatens us, by reafon oft 
the Neighbourhood of aur-Ports, which they dare 
not come near, 

Thirty Gallies wilhafford your Majeſly this ad- 
vantage, and if to ſuch a Body you add 1 © Gallions, 


true Citadels of the Sea, formidable ro Gallies, when 
they have a favourable Wind, becauſe their Body 
bears no proportion to the weakneſs of thole light 
Ships, and that they are not afraid of them even 
in the greateſt Calms, by reaſon that being provided 
| ith as good Guns as their * Couſiers, » Ty. Gins 
they are capable ro do them a great ba ac'd in the 
deal of harm it they come too near «ty of the 

them. 
Tho the King of Spain ſhould increaſe his Forces 
of one half in that Sea, which he caunot' do with- 
Our 
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out a great Expence, he would not be in a condition 
to repair the harm we could do him, by reaſon of 
the Union of our Forces and the Diviſion of his. 

Such a Body may attempt any thing, it may 
attack the Spanyh Armies in their Ports, when they 
are allembling there, experience having convinc'd 
us in the retaking the Iſles of St. Marguerit and St. 
Honorat, that floating Fortreſſes, prevail over the 
molt ſecure of the Sea, when Men know: how ta 
ufe them boldly. 

By this means your Majeſty will pfeſerve the Li- 
berty of the Princes of Ira/y, who have been hither. 
to as it were, Slaves to the King of Sparn. 

You will incourage thoſe who have endeavour'd 
to caſt off the Yoke of that 'Fyranny, which they 
only bear becauſe they cannot tree themſelves from 
«, and foment the Faction of thoſe who are French- 
men in their Hearts. 

he late King your Father, having order'd 
Monſicur d'Alincourt to-make reproaches to the Great 
Duke Ferdinand, for having made a new enyage- 
ment with Spain, nba far the Aliance he 
had contracted with him, by the Marriage of the 
Queen your Mother: "The Great Duke vfter ha- 
ving given a patient hearmg to what he ſaid-ro him 
upon that ſubjeft; made an anſwer which fignity'd 
much in tew words, and which muſt be conlider'd 
by your Majeſty and by your-Succeſlors ; Had the 
King had forty Gallies at Marſelles, I would not haue 
done what 1 have done. | 

The Paſſage Pignerol gives your Majeſty into Ita- 
h, being well preſerv'd, if you open another ' by 

Sea, time and the ſteadineſs which will be obſerv'd 
in your Councils, the incnnſtancy of which is fear'd 
upon 


(or) 
upon the account of the Levity of our Nation, will 
alter the Hearts of many Italians, or rather will in- 
courage them to ſhew what they have been all along. 

Traly is look'd upon as the Heart of the World, 
and indeed it is the nobleſt part of the Empire of 
the Spaniards, it is the place where they dread moſt 
be be artack'd and troubl'd, and that in which it is 
moſt eaſie to obtain great advanrages over them, 
provided we go about iras we ſhould do. 

And conſequently, tho' one had no defign'to.do 
them any harm, nevertheleſs ic is neceflary to be in 
a condition to give them a Counter-ſtab ſo near the 
Heart whenever they ſhall artempr any thing a- 
gainſt France, that their Arms may no longer have 
{trengch enough to attempt any malicious deſigns 
ggainſt us, 

That Force will not only keep Spain in Awe,but 
« will oblige the Grand Scignior and his Subjects 
who only meaſure the Power of diſtant Kings, by 
that which they have at Sea, to be more careful 
than they have been hicherto, to keep the Freaties 
they made with them. 

' Alpier, Timir, and all the Coaſt of Barbary, will 
reſpe& and fear your Power, whereas, they have 
deſpis'd ir hitherto with an incredible infidelity. 

[n that caſe the Barbarians will either live willing» 
ly in Peace with your Majeſt's SubjeQts, or if they 
are not ſo wiſe as to do it, they will be compell'd 
to do that by Force, which they have refuſed to do 
by Reaſon. I 

Whereas at preſent tho*'we think we have no 
War with them, we receive all the Evils of it, and 
we neither enjoyPeace,nor the advantage we oughtta 


reap by it; Wewill find Calm and Safety in War, 
xD which 
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which is very advantageous with Menwhoſe natural 
Infidility is fo great, that there is no way to avoid ie 
but by Force. 

It now remains to examine the Expence, which 
will be neceſſary for the maintenance of the num- 
ber of Ships above projected, which tho never fo 
great will be inconſiderable in compariſon of the ad- 
vantages we will receive by it ; And yet it may be 
done with two Millions and hve hundered thouſand 
Livers, according as it will appear by the Sertlement 
which will be inferred at the end of this Work, 


SECTION. VI. 


Which Treats of Trade, as a dependency of the Power of 
the Sea,and ſpecifies thoſe which aremoſt Conveniens. 


| is a Common but a very true ſaying, that as 
Stages often are Inlarg'd by War, fo they are 
commonly inriched in time of Peace by Trade. 

The Wealth of the Hollanders, which properly 
ſpeaking are only a handful of Men reduc'd into a 
Corner of the Earth, in which there is nothing but 
Waters and Meadows, is an Example and Proof 
of the. uſefulneſs of Trade, which admits of no 
conteſtation, 

Tho that Country produces nothing but Butter 
and Cheeſe.yer they furniſh all the Nations of Europe 
with the greateſt part of what is necc{lary to them, 

Navigation has made them ſo famous, and ſo po- 
werful throughout the whole World : That atter 
having made themſe|vesMaſters of the Trade of 4 
Ea 
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Eaſt Irdies, to the prejudice of the Portugueze who 
had been long ſertled there;they have cur out a great 
deal of Work for the Spaniards in the Weſt Indies, 


where they injoy the Major part of Braſil. 


As in England the greateſt part of thoſe whoſe 
Circumſtances are the leaſt eaſy maintain themſelves 
by common Fiſherys the moſt Conſiderable drive 
a greater 'Trade in all the Parts of the World, 
by the ManufaQtures of their Cloth, and by the Sale 
of Lead,Tynn, and Sea Cole, which are produdt- 
jons of their Country. The Kingdom of China, 
the Entrance into which is allow'd ro no body, is 
the only Country in which that Nation has no Place 
{ertled'for their Trade. 

The City of Genoa which only abounds in Rocks 
makes ſo good a m— __ _—__ 
that I may ſafely afhirm that it is ; LACASGTIP 
the Riche Chy bn deb, F the fo. 22S 
cors of Spain, *=— 

France only abounding too much within it ſelf, 
has hitherto negleCted Trade, tho they are as con- 
veniently ſeated for it as their Neighbours,and might 
free themſelves of the afhiſtance they receive from 
them on that account at their own Coft, 

The Fiſheries of the Ocean are the eafieſt,and 
moſt uſeful Commerce, which can be made in this 
Kingdom. lt is the more neceſlary,in that there'is 
no State in the World {o well Peopled as France. 

That the Number of thoſe who are our of the 
Road to Heaven, is very inconfiderable compar'd 
to the Catholics, who living under the Laws of the 
Reman Church, abſtain the third part of the year 
trom the uſe of Mear. 


And 


( 94 ) 

And that none of the diſpenſations practiſed in 

Spain are uſed there, to cat Meat at all times under 
a fpecious pretence. 

Trade will be the eafyer for us,in that we have a 
great number of Sea Men,who heitherto have been 
oblig'd to feck out imployment among our Ene- 
myes, having none at home, and we have made no 
other uſe of them hitherto bur to get {alt Fiſh and 
Herrings. But having wherewith to imploy our 
Mariners,inſtead of being Conſtrained to (trengrhen 
our Enemies, by wtakning our ſelves, we will be 
able to carry into Spain and other Countrys, that 
which they have hitherto brought to us, by the 
affiiſtance of our Men who ſerve them. 

France is fo fertile in Corn,ſo abounding in Wine, 
Flax and Hemp to make Cloth and Riggings ſo ne- 
ceſlary for Navigation, that Spain, England, and all 
otherNeighbouringStates,muſt have recourle thither, 

And provided we know how to improve the ad- 
vantages which Nature has given us, we will ger 
money. of thoſe who have occaſion for our Goods , 
without troublmg our felves much with their 
Commoditys which are of little uſe to us. 

Spaniſh, Engliſh and Dutch Cloths, are only ſuper- 
fluous;z we may make them as good as theirs, 
getting Wool trom Spain as they doe. Moreover 
we may have them more conveniently, upon the 

account of our Corn, and Linen Cloths, if we 
will exchange them to make a double gain. 


oy [1 . 
* The Draps de Sc Our Kings baving made a 


added R_ (hift with Draps de Berry , we 
the Draps de Mewnier may very well make a ſhift now 


Ra in, awd yith Draps de Sceau,and de Meu- 


nier or Millers Cloth , which 
are 
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are now made in France, without having recourſe 
ro thoſe that are madeabroad, the uſe of which will 
be aboliſh'd by this means, as well as the Serges 
of Chalons and of Chartres have aboliſh'd thoſe of 
Milan. 

And indeed the Draps de Sceau are inſomuch re. 
queſt in the Levant, that next to thoſe of Venice 
made with Span;/ \Vool, the Turks preferr them to 
all others ; andthe Cirys of Marſelles, and of Lyons. 
have heitherto driven a very great Trade in them 

France is Induſtrious enough , Not to ſtand in 
need of the beſt ManufaCtures of our Neighbours 
ſuch fine Pluſhes are made at Tours, that they are 
ſent into Spien, Iraly and other foreign Countrys,the 
Plain Taferas which are made there alſo, are to 
much in Vogue throughout France, that there is no 
need to look for any elſewhere. Red, Purple and 
Spotted Velvets, are made finer there now than at 
Genea : Itis alſo the only place in which Silk Serges 
are made. Mohair is made as good there as in Eng- 
land ; the fineſt Cloths of Gold are made finer there, 
and Cheaper than in Italy 

So that we may ealily forbear that Trade,which 
only ſerves to foment our Lazineſs, and to feed our 
Pride, to ſtick ſolidly ro that which may mcreaſe 
our Wealth, and imploy our Mariners, infomuch 
that our Neighbours may not improve our labours at 
their colt. 

Over and above thoſe above ſpecify'd which are 
the belt in the Ocean, many others may be made. 

The Skinners Trade of Canada is the more neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe there is no need of carrying Money 
there, and that they take ſuch Commodities in Ex- 
change, as (cizzer-Caſes, Rnives, ſmall Pen-knives, 

Needles, 
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Needles, Pins, Bills, Hatchets, Watches, Hat-bands, 
Points, and other forts of Mercery Wares. 

That of the Coalt of Guiny in Africa, in which 
the Portgueze have long poſleſs'd a place call'd Caſte! 
de Mine,which the Ho{landers of the Weſt-India-Com- 
pany have taken from them within theſe 2 or 2 years 
is of the ſame nature, in that the only Goods ex- 
ported there, are Pedlars Wares, Canvaſs and 
courſe Linen Cloths, in exchange of which the 
Negroes give Golden Powder. 

The Merchants of Roans have formerly driven a 
Trade of Linen and Woolen Cloths in the King- 
dom of Fex and of Morroceo, by means of which they 
got a'great deal of Gold. 

Were the King's Subjc&ts ſtrong in Shipping, 
they might ingrois all the "Trade of the North, which 
the Dutch have got, by reaſon that the North ſtan- 
ding abſolutely in need of Wine, Vinegar, and 
Brandy-Wine, of Cheſnuts, of Pruens, and of Nuts ; 
all Commodities in which theKingdom abounds,and 
which cannot be conſum'd in it, it is eaſie to make 
2 conſiderable Trade of rhem, and the better in that 
returns may be made of Wood, of Copper, of Pitch 
and Tar; things not only uſeful for our ſelves, but 
neceflary for our Neighbours, who can not get 
them from them without our Goods, unleſs they 
will loſe the fraight of their Ships in going thither. 

I do not enter into the particulars of the Trade 
which may be driven in the Eaſt-Þndies, and in Perſia, 
by reaſon that the humour of the French being fo 
haſty, that they will ſee the effets: of their detires 
as ſoon as they have conceiv'd them : Long Voyages 
are not ſuitable with their temper. 


How- 
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However as abundance of Silks and Carpets are 
brought from Perſia, many Curiofitits from China, 
ard all manner of Spices from divers places in thoſe 
parts of the World, which are of great uſe to us, 
that Trade is not to be negleCted. 

To make a good Settlement, it would be nece{- 
ſary ro ſend two or three. Ships into the Eaſt, Com- 
minded by Perſons of Qualiry, Prudence, and 
Wiſdom, with Patents and neceſſay Powers, to 
Treat with thoſe Princes, and ro Make Allyances 
with the People on all [ides,as the Portugueze, Engliſh, 
and Dutth have done. 

This deſign would ſucceed the better, by reafon 
that thoſe who have taken a footing in thoſe Na- 
tions, are very much hated by them at preſent, ei- 
ther becauſe they have deceiv'd them, or becauſe 
they have ſubdued them by Force. | 

As to the Weſt, there is no great Trade to be 
expeCted there, Drake, Thomas Cavendiſh, Sperberg, 
L' Hermite, le Maire, and the late Count Maurice, 
who ſent twelve Ships thither of 50s Tuns, on 
purpoſe to Trade there, either by way of Friend- 
ſhip, or by Force, not having been able to make 
any ſettlements there z there is but little to be hop'd 
tor on that (ide, unlets a Military Force be {ent thi- 
ther to take poſition of the places Spain polleſles 
there at preſent. 

"The little Iſles of St. Chriſtopher, and others ſea- 
ted at the Head of the Indies may yield ſome To- 
bacco, fome Skins, and other things of ſmall con 


{equence, 
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THERE NOW REMAINS TO KNOW 
WHAT MAY BE DONE IN THE ME- 
ÞITERRANEAN. 


Trade of theMediteranean. 
Memorial of the different Trades driven in the Levant. 


Napoli de Romania. 


* The French carry ſome Goods there and Mo- 
« ney. and bring back Silks, Goats Leather, Wool, 
© Wax, and Cheeie, part of whych is deſtributed 
«* andſold in tay. 


Satalia. 


©* 'The French only carry Money there,and bring 
* back Cotton, Wax, and all manner of Goat 
- Sking, 


Smyrna. 

* . The French carry more Goods there than 
* Money, abundance of Merchandiſe going off 
* there, tur Chio, the Archipelago and Conſtanti- 
* mople, The Goods carry'd there, are Pa- 
* per, Caps, Draps de Paris, and of Languedoc, 
& Braſil Wood, Cutchaneal, Spices, Satins made 
&« at Lyons; and ſometimes they bring back Perſian 
&* Silks, and Rubarbs, which the Perſians bring 
6 thither, Cottons ſpun into Thred, Wax, Ma- 
®: tick, and courſe Carpets. 


Scala Nova. 


_ ® Sometimes our Ships take in Wheat and Le- 
# gumes there, Cons 


: 
: 
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C oxſtnti nople, 

© The French carry abundance. of Goods there, 
« which are the {ame that are carry. d to Smyrna, Cx= 
&« cepting Gold, Silver, and Silk Stuffs, and very 
* ſeldom Money, they bring back Leather and 
« Waol, there being nothing elſe 4 and ofren nor 
* finding Commodities for the Goods that have 
4 been told there, they are oblig'd to ſead the faid 
* Money to Smyrna to be impluy'd there, or clic,it 
« is remitted by Bills of Exchange to Alcppo, there 
& are always abundance of Goods rs be bought 
* there to Carry into Chrifteedom. 


Iſle of Cypruce 
* In which there are divers Ports z Money is 
* carry d thither, ſome Cloths and Caps ;, and'in 
&© return we take Cotton ' ſpun into Thred, Silks 
* made in the ſaid Ifles, and ſome Drugs. 


Alexandria and the Port of Aleppo. 


*& Abundance of Merchandice and Money are 
 carry'd thicher from France. Thoſe Goods are 
* the ſame which are carry'd 1 Smyrng. Andifelt 
* quanci.ies of Silks and Drugs are taken +in -theteg? 
** all ſorts gf Cotrons, Oak-Apples, Goax Skins, 
* which they.itile of the, Levant, Rid, Yellow, 
* and Blue, Callicog, and ſometirnes Indian Good:, 
* which are brought chere from Pexfis. Beforethe 
* Enpleb, and Dutch went into. thy Indies, all'Prrs 
* fias Silks, Drugs, and: other Goods were 
* brought 10 Aleppo, from whence they -were 
* brought to Marſe:iles, and from thence they were 
** afterwards fold throughout France, England, Hol- 
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'* landand Germany. And now the faid Englsſh and 
* Hollanders, have taken away the faid Trade from 
** us, and do not only furniſh all France with Fer- 
** fian Goods, but alſo with thoſe they buy on 
* the Grand Seignior's Territories, which they carry 
** through Perſia to Goes, where they lade. 

* The Goods that are brought from the 
© Levant, are diſpos'd of in Sicily, Naples, Genea, 
* Leghorn, Majorce, and throughout Spain, Flan- 
« ders, and Germany. | 


Seyda, the Port of Tripoly, Barut, and St. John. 


d'Acre, 


*©TheFrench carry ſome Commodities thither, and 
* forthe moſt part Money ; they bring back from 
* thence Silks, ſpun Cottons, Aſhes to make Soap, 
* Drugs which come from Damaſew, ſometimes 
* they take in Rice, and when they have a good 


* Crop of Wheat, they ſuffer our Ships to rake 
* lading of it. 


Alexandria, the Port of Agypt and Grand Cairo, 


* 'The French carry ſeveral French Commodities 
« thither, as Cloth, Paper, Braſil, Cochaneal ; 
© but more Money than Goods ; they take in their 
« Netron, Drugs of divers forts, and moſt of the 
*& Goods which ſell in ay or in Spain. 

« Formerly all forts of Spices were brought to 
& Alexandria through the Red Sea, which werecar- 
© ry'd to Marſeilles ; but now the Evgli/ſþ and Hol- 
«> _ go into the Ingies, we mult buy them of 


Tun. 
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Tunis, 


* Wine is tranſported thither from Marſzilles, 
* Hony, Tartar, Cloth, Paper, and other Goods, 
& and ſeldom any Money, and Leather and Wax 


js taken in there. 


Algiers and the adjacent Ports, 


© The ſame Commodities are often carry'd thi- 
© ther from Marſeiles which are carry'd to Twm,and 
« Leather and Wax, are alſo brought from thence. 

I own I have been long deceiv'd in the Trade 
the Proveneals drive in the Levant. 

I wasof opinion with many others, that the ſaid 
Trade was prejudicial to the State, thinking accord- 
ing to the Common notion of the World, that it ex- 
hauſted the Money of the Kingdom, in exchange . 
of Goods no wiſe uſeful, and only fit to indulge the 
Luxurioulneſs' of our Nation. 

But having made an exaCt enquiry into the Na- 
ture of that Trade, condemn'd by the publick voice, 
I have alter d my opinion upon ſuch ſolid 
that whoever will know them, will certainly think 
I have done it with Reaſon. 
/- Iriscertainthat we ſtand in abſolute need of moſt 

of the Commodities of the Leven, as Silks, Cot- 
tons, Wax, Goat Skins, Rubarb, and ſeveral other 
Drugs which are neceflary to us. 

Itis alſo certain that if we do not fetch them, 
Strangers will bring them to us, and get the profit, 
we might get our ſelves. pH] 

It is likewife certain that we do not carry near fo 
much Money into the Levant, as French Commodi- 
ties : our Hemp, our Linen Cloath, our Timber 
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to build Ships are in greater requeſt there than 
Money. 

Thoſe who underſtand the T'rade of the Levant, 
know that the Money which is carry 'd thicher, is 
noÞ of the growth pt Fraxce, but Saqin, from whence 
we draw it by the Trafick of thoſe very Commudiries 
we bring from the Levant ; which i: very obſervable. 

They are moreover jenlible thar the more theCiry 
of Marſeilles Trades into theLevanz;the richer its in 
Money”, + 
 That;the Silks and ſpun Cotton which are the 
principal Commodities which come from the Le- 
vant, are Wrought in France; and trom thence tran- 
fporred inta Foxgign Countries, with a profit. of 
Cene. per Cent. upon the buying of the ſaid Manufa- 
Quure. That the daid Trade maintains a: valt num- 
ber of Workmen, and that ir preſerves us. 

That is impleays abundance of Seamen, uſeful in 
time of Peace, and neceflary in War. 

' Finally, 'That- the. Cuſtoms of | the ſaid Trade 
amounntto a greariltal of Money... 

- , And therefore jt ig evident that the ſaid Trade is 
not only advantageoys, but abſolutely neceſſary. 

Whatever advantages may accrue by the Trade 
of the two Seay .the.Frenab will never apply them- 
ſelvesto it with- delight, unleſs the means appear as 
ealie to them, | as ,the end is uſeful. 

One of the beſt expedientsto incoutage ther far 


their own good, is that your Majeſty! would be 


pleas'd yearly to ſell them ſome of  your'-Ships at an 
ealic rate, on condition that they: ſhall imploy them 

for Trade, and not fell them our. of the. Kingdom. 
This Medium applying a Remedy to | their im- 
patience, which does nor permit thera to tarry ev 
the 
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the building of a Ship, to make uſe of it, will be 
the more agreeable to them, in that it will enable 
them to reap almoſt as ſoon as they have ſown. 

Beſide the profit that wil! thereby accrue to pri- 
vate perſons, the State wiil receive a conſiderable 
advantage by ſuch an Order ; by reaſon that the 
Merchants will be very conſiderable in fix years 
time by the number of their Ships, and in a condi- 
tion to affiſt the Kingdom in caſe of need, as it is 
practis'd in England, where the King makes uſe of 
his Subje&ts Ships, in time of War, without which 
he would not be ſo powerful at Sea, as he is. 

Moreover the number of Ships your Majeſty de- 
ſigns ro keep, will not be lefſen'd by ir, lince the 
Publick Docks you have been pleas'd to re-eſtabliſh, 
will furniſh you yearly as many as you pleaſe. 

There is no State in Europe fitter to build Ships 
than this Kingdom, abounding in Hemp, Linen 
Cloth, lron, Rigging, and in Workmen whom 
our Neigbours commonly debauch from us, becauſe 
they are not imploy'd at home. 

The Rivers Loire and Garrone have ſuch convene 
eat places for Docks, that Nature ſeems to have de- 
ſign'd them for that uſe. 

The cheapneſfs of Victuals for the Workmen and 
the conveniencies of divers Rivers which disburthen 
themſelves into them, and bring all manner of ne- 
ceſſaries, juſtifie the ſaid Propoſition. 

If next to this Expedient, your Majeſty will 
think fit to grant Merchandiſing ſome Prerogatives 
to give a Rank to Merchants, whereas your Sub- 
jects are oblig'd to obtain it by divers Offices, whigh 
are only good to maintain their idleneſs, and to 
pleaſe their Wives, you will reſtore Trade to that 
Gg 4 de 
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degree, that every one, and all in general will be 
advantag'd by it. 

In fine, if befides thoſe rwo Favours, you will be 
pleas'd, to rake a particular care to clear theſe two 
Seas from Pirates, which may ealily be done ; France 
will ſoon add to its Natural Plenty, what Trade at- 
fords to the moſt barren Countries. 

Six Guard Ships of two hundred Tuns, and (ix 
Pinnaces well Arm'd, will be (ufficjent ro {ecure the 
Qcean,provided the ſajd Ships keep conſtantly ar Sea. 

And jn order to {ſecure the Sea of the Levant, it 
will alſo be ſufficient ro put out to Sea yearly to- 
wards the month of April, a Squadron of ten Gallies, 
ſtcering their Courſe towards the Iſles of Corſica and 
Sardinia, cruiſing all along the Coaſt of Barbary, un- 
to the Szreights, ſteering the ſame Courſe back again, 
not'ro come home again until the Weather com- 
pels them to it, at which time {x Ships well Equip'd 
{hall put out to Sea in their room, to perform their 
Caravan inthe Winter time, | 


SECTION VI. 


Which ſhows that Gold and Silver are one of the princie 
| pal and moſt neceſſary ſupporters of the State, declares 


the means to make this Kingdom Powerful m that kind: 


ſhows the revenue of the ſame at preſent, and how it 
emnay be improv'd for the Future, in diſcharging the 
People of three parts in four of the Burthenjwhich 
overwhelms them at this Time. 


TT is an old ſaying,that the Finances are the ſinews 
of. a State; and it certainly is the point of Archi» 
medes Which being firmly ſettled, Inables ro move all 
the World. A 
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A neceffitous Prince can never undertake a Glo 
rious Action, and neceſſity ingendring Contempt. 
He can never be reduced tothat condition without 
being expoſed to the Efforts of his Enemys and 
of thoſe who are Enviows of his Grandeur. 

Gold and Silver, are the T'yrantsof the World, 
and tho' their Empire is unjuſt in it ſelf, it is ſomes» 
times ſo reaſonable, that we muſt ſuffer the Domi- 
nion of it ; and ſometimes it is ſo extravagant that 
is is impoſhble not to deteſt the yoke of it, as all- 
rogether In{upportable. 

There muſt be, as I have already obſerv'd it, 
2 proportion between what the Prince draws from 
his Subjects, and whar they can give him, not only 
without ruining themſelves, but without a notable 
Jaconvenience. 

As it is reaſonable not to exceed thePower of thoſe 
that give, neither can leſs be exated than what the 
neceſſity of the State Requires. 

None but Pedants, and the real enemys of the 
State, can ſay, thata Prince ought not toexaCt any 
thing from his SubjeAs, and thar his ſole Treaſure 
ought to lay in the Hearts of thoſe who are ſubmit» 
ted under his Dominion. 

But at the fame time,none but Flatterers,and rhe 
true Plagues of the State, and af the Court, can 
Infinuate to Brinces, that they may exat what 
they pleaſe, and that in that Caſe their Will is the 
Rule of their Power. 

Nothing can be more eaſy than to find plauſible 
Reaſons, to raiſe Money even when there is no ne- 
ceſſiry for it; neither is any thing leſs difficult than 
to produce apearent arguments , to Condemn the 
ſame tho never ſo neceſlary. 4 

en 


(106) 
Men muſt lay aſide all Paſſions, to be able to 


Judge, and to decide, what is reaſonable on ſuch oc- 
caſzons, and there is no ſmall difficulty to find the 
certain point of a juſt Proportion. 

The Expences which are abſolutely neceſſary 
for the ſubliſtance of the Stare, being tix'd, the leſs 
a Prince can raile among the People is the beſt, 

In order not to be torc'd to raiſe great ſumms , 

it is neceflary to [pend litcle,and the beſt way to make 
moderate expenccs, is to baniſh all Profufton, and 
to Condemn whatever may tend to that end. 
, | France Would be too Rich, and the People too 
aboundiog , if it did not ſuffer rhe diffipation of the 
public Revenue, which other States ſpend with 
rule. 

They loſe more, in my opinion, than ſome King- 
doms who pretend ſome Equality with us, Com- 
monly ſpend. 

A Venetian Ambaflador told me, one day, witti- 
ly upon this Subje&t, ſpeaking of the Wealth of 
Frexce, that in order to make us pertely happy, he 
only wiſh'd we knew as well how to ſpend that 
well, which we diſſipate without reaſon, as the 
Republic knew how to lay out every Duatrain , 
without waſte, and without overmuch husbandry. 

If it were poffible to regulate the appetice of 
the French, I would think that the beſt. way to man- 
age the King's purſe, were to have recourſe to that 
expedicnt ; but as it is inapofſible to preſcribe 
bounds to- the greedineſs of our Nation, the only 
way to contain them is to uſe them as Phylicians 
do famith'd Patients, whom they conſtrain to uſe 
abſtinence, by keeping all manner of Victuals from 
them. 

To 
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To that end it is necefſary to reform the Finences, 
by the ſuppreffion of the chief means,by which Men 
get money unlawfully out of the King's Coffers. 

Among thera all, none are ſo dangerous as that of 
the * Comprans, the abufe of which «perCneimploy'a 
is grown to that heigth,that not to topayprivare 
remedy it, and to ruin the State is 
cne and the ſame thing. 

Tho it is uſeful to uſe them on ſome occaſions, 
and that it ſeems neceflary in- others, nevertheleſs 
the great inconveniences, and the abuſes which ar- 
rile by it do fo far ſurpaſs their uicfulneſs, that 
it is abſolutely neceflary to aboliſh them. 

Whole Millions will be ſav'd by this means, and 
a thouland conceal'd profuſions will be redref'd, _ 
which it is impoſſible to diſcover as long as the ſe- 
cret ways of ipending the public Freaſure will be 
in uſe. 

I am ſenſible that ſome will urge that there are 
ſome foreign expences, which by their Nature muſt 
be kept ſecret, and which the State may receive 
conliderable advantages by,which ic will be depriv'd 
of whenever thoſe in favour of whom they may be 
made, will think they can get no more Money out 
of them. 

But ſo many robberys are committed under that 
Pretence, that I am of opinion upon mature deli 
beration, that it is better to loſe ſome advanta- 
ges which may accrue by it, than to be thereby 
expoſed to all the abufes which may be daily com- 
mitted to the ruin of the State. 

However not ro Obſtructche means of making 
ſame ſecret Expences to the advantage of the State, 
a million of Gold may be allowed for the faid 
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private expences, on condition that the laying of 


it out ſhall be ſignd by the King himſelf, and 
that thoſe who ſhall have a ſhare in it, ſhall give 
acquitrances for the tame. 

It any one urges that theſe Comprans are neeeſlary 
for the remitments which are in uſe, I ſay that ir 
is one of the reaſons, for which it is fit to remove 
them. 

Since Men have liv'd in former ages without 
the aforeſaid Comprans, the fame may be done again, 
and if in laying aſide the uſe of them, the uſe of 
Farming were alſo abrogated, inſtead of doing any 
harm, it will do a great deal of good. 

Some perhaps may wonder, why, fince I know 
* Perſons imploy's the uſe of the ® Comprans to be of 
to pay private ſer- j[| conſequence, I did not retrench 
A it in my time. 

The great Henry was ſenſible of the evil eſtabliſh'd 
in his Predeceffor's time, and could not remove 
it, 

The Troubles, and Inteſtine broils, the foreign 
Wars, and conſequently the great Expences, and 
the extraordinary Farms the King has been oblig'd 
to make and to let out to raiſe Money , have not 


permitted the thinking on the Execution of fo good 


an advice. 

The ruining the Huguenot Party, abating the 
Pride of the Grandees, maintaining a great War 
againſt Powerful Enemys, in order to ſecure the fu- 
ture- Tranquilliry of the State by a good Peace, 
are all means which have been uſed to reach the 
ends propoſed , fince that is the way to remove the 
Cauſes of the Toleration of thoſe abuſes. 


The 
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Te: Subje&t of the Comprains, having given me 
an occaſion to ſpeak of the letting out of extraordi- 
nary Farms, I cannot forbear ſayitg that the great 
augmentations of the revenue, which may be made 
that way are ſo far from being advantageous to the 
Stare, that on the Contrary they are very preju- 
dicial, and Inpoveriſh it, inſtead of Iariching it. 
Perhaps this propoſition may be looked upon at 
firſt as a Paradox ; but it is impoſſible ro examin 
ic carefully, without diſcovering the Juſtice and 
Truth thereof. | 

The King's Revenue can only be increas'd by the 
augmentation of the Impolitions which are laid on 
all ſorts of Commoditys, and therefore ir is evident 
that increaling the revenue that way , Expences 
are increaſed at the ſame time, ſince thoſe things 
muſt be bought dearer, which were bought cheap- 
er before. 

If Meat grows dearer, if the Price of Stufs, 
and of other things riſes, the Souldiers will not be 
able to maintain themſelves, and conſequently it will 
be neceſſary to augment their Pay, and the falary 
of all Workmen will be greater than ic was before, 
which will make the increaſe of the Expence an- 
ſwerable to the augmentation of the Revenue and 
tho it will be a great grievanceto the People, the 
Prince will be but very little -the bertrer for it, 

Poor Gentlemen whoſe Eftates conſiſt in Land 
will not imppove their Revenue by fuch Impoſttions; 
the Fruits of the Earth, will hardly riſe in Pricey at; 
leaſt for their advantage, and if the Times make 
them dear the lefs of them will be fold, ſo that at: 
the Year's end, the poor Gentry will had no aug. 
mentation in thejix Revenue, tho a very conlidera- 
| ble 
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ble one in their Expences, by reaſon chat theHhew 
ſublidys will raiſe the Price of all thoſe thiugs 
which are neceflary for the maintenance of rheic 
Families, which tney will make ſhift-ro maintain at 
homz,tho' poorly but they will be no longer able ro 
ſend their Children into the Armies, to ſerve. their 
King and Country, according to the obligation of 
their Birth. 

If ie be true, as it is moſt certain, that the fale of 
thoſe Commodities which your Subje&s deal 
in, diminiſhes according to the increaſe of Impoli- 
tions, it may happen that ſuch augmentations will 
leflen your Myjeſtics Duties inſtead of increafing 
them. 


If we conſider ſuch as are imploy'd in the 
Kingdom, it is certam that when Goods are at a rea» 
ſonable price, People buy, and really ſpend more, 
than when the price of them is exceſhve, for then 
they retrench even thoſe which are moſt neceflary. 

If on the other hand we confider thole Commo- 
dities which are carry'd out of the Kingdom, - it is 
plain thatForeigners who have hitherto been incou- 
rap'd to buy them becauſe they were cheap, will 
provide their ftores elſewhere, it they can better 
themſelves, which will leave Frenxce abaunding in 
the Fruirs of the Earth, but unprovided of Money: 
whereas the Impoſitions being moderate, the great 
quantity of Fruits which will be Exported by Fo- 
 reigners, ' will recompenſe the los ſome may fancy 
by the moderation of Subſidies. 

Moreover the increaſe of Impolitions is capable 
to reduce a conſiderable number of the King's Sub- 
jeQs to idlenefs, fince it is certain that the major 


part of the poor Pcople and Workmeo imploy'd in 
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Man&#fadures, will rather be idle and do nothing, 
than conſume their whole life in an ungratetul 
uſeleſs labour, if the unreaſonableneſs of the Sub- 
{idies hindering the fale of the Fruits of the Earth, 
and of their Labour, hinders thera at the ſame time 
from receiving what they have cara'd by the ſweat 
of rheir Body, 

To reſume the thred of my Diſcoucle,after having 
condemn'd the abuſe of the * Com- 
tans, and demonſtrated that the aug- No pop _m 
mentation of Subſidies, is ſametimes Prins Bareiins: 
not only uſelſs, but often prejudicial; 


I fay that there ought to be a Geometrical propor» 
tion between the Sublidies and the necethiies of the 
State, that is, that no [mpofitions ought to be made 
but ſuch as are ablolutely neceflary for the ſubliſtance 
of the Kingdom, in its Grandeur and Glory. 

Thoſe laſt words (ignifke much, ſince they ſhow 
not only that it is lawtul to raiſe that upon the Peo- 
ple which is requiſite to preſerve the Kingdom what- 
ever condition it may be in, but alſo to raiſe thar 
which may be neceflary to maintain it with Luſtre 
and Repuration. 

Nevertheleſs care muſt be taken not to extend 
thoſe laſt conditions ſo far, as to think that the 
Prince's bare Will ſhould be, under that pretence, 
the Rule of thoſe '[mpolitions, Reaſon muſt be the 
only Rule in thdſe caſes ; and if the Prince exceeds 
thoſe bounds, exaQting more from his Subjets rhan 
he ought to do, tho' even in thatcaſe they owe him 
Ob:dience, he will be. an{werable for ir before 


God, who will call him to a ſtrict account for the 
ſame, 
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Moreovet Reaſon and Policy, can never allow 
the increaſing of the Peoples burthen, to receive no 
benefit by it : thoſe that do it, draw publick Male- 
ditions upon their Heads ; which are attended 
with very ill conſequences, fince it is certain that the 
Prince who exa&ts more than he ſhould do from his 
Subjects, only exhauſts their Love and Fidelity, 
which are far more neceffary towards the Subſiſtance 
of the State,and the Perſervation of his Perſon, than 
the Gold and Silver he may hoard in his Coffers. 

I am very ſenſible that in a grear State it is al- 
ways neceſlary to have a Fund to ſupply unexpeQed 
occaſions z but that Fund muſt be proportion'd to 
the Riches of the State, and to the quantity of 
the Coyn'd Gold and Silver which is in the King- 
dom; and unleſs it be regulated by that, the Riches 
of the Prince, would prove his Poverty, ſince his 
Subjes would no longet have any Fund themſelves, 
either to keep up Trading, ot to pay the lawful 
Duties they owe their Sovereign: 

Asa Prince ought to be careful to lay up Money 
to ſupply the neceſſities of the State, and Religious 
in preſerving ir, when there is no neceſſity to lay 
it out, he muſt be liberal m imploying it when Pub- 
lick good requires it, and in daing it it due time ; 
for delays in ſuch eaſes are ofren dangerous to the 
State, and time thus loſt, is never to be retriev'd, 
| Wee have examples of Ptinces who to preſerve 
their Money, have loſt both it and their States to- 

, and it is moſt certain that thoſe who lay 
out their Money with regret, commonly fpend more 
than others, becauſe they do it too late ; It requires 
a great deal of Judgment to know the moſt impvr- 
rant hours and moments, and fome may be capa- 
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ble to lay up, wha not knowing how te [ay our, 
may occa(19n unutterable mistgrtunes., 7 

Bur whereas general M:ximy are always u' Get, 
unleis a-proper application be made of them , there 
now remains to ſee, 

W hacrhe revenue of thisKingdom may amount to. 

What the Expence of it may be. 

What Fund is neceſſary to be kept in the Coffers.; 
and to what degree the People may. be cas'd, 

The Revenue of this Kingdom may be conli- 
derd in two reſpects. 

Either as it may be in time of Peace, with- 
out akering the advance of Money which is drawn 
at preſent gut. of the general Receipts and Farms, 
making no other augmentation {ave that which 
may be made in reducing. the -oid Rents which will 
be, preſery'd,".to lix per Cene, as well as the Salary 
of certain Officers, who will rather ſuffer the Dicat- 
nution of the ſame, than' the Suppreſſion of their 
Places with reimburſements. 

Ory, aJ.it,mpy be, in making certain alterations, 
thought (o reaſonable,and ſo uſetulyby thoſe in w hoſe 
Hangs { have ſeen the Management of the Finances, 
that in "their opinion no other oppolition is to be 
tear'd but that of Novelty. | 

* By the firſt Seulement, the ® Rents geared 
Exchequer my rxpedt to;receive 35 I per Get 
Millions of Livers yearly, according \ Sat, one 4 
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Ving 1009 Crowns Salary , the third pat thereof amounts : 
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By the Taille.17 Millions 350000 Livers, 

By all the Gabelles,5 Millions 2 50000 Livers, 

By the Aids,one Million 400000 Livers. 

By the ReduRtion of Rents ro 6 per Cent, one 
Million. 
+ 'By the Reduction of ' the Treaſurers of France to 
ewo thirds of their Salary, which they will willing- 
ly conſent to, provided they are freed from the new 
Taxcs they aredaily plagu'd with, 5 52000 Livers, 

Des Parties C aſttelles, which is the Income the King 
receives by he Sale of Offices, and the Annual Du- 
ty paid him out of the ſame, two Millions. 

By the Farm of Bourdeaux, 8000001 Livers. 

By 3 Livers per Mud of Wine for the entrance 

- into Paris, 700900 Livers, 

By the ancient 40 Pence and the new addition 
of ten more for entrance'vpon every Muid of Wine 
brought into Paris, 503000 Livers. 

By the Farm .vf 45 Pence inſtead of the'Tolls, 
503000 Livers, 

By the 9 Livers 1 8- Pence per Tun of Picraq, 

154000 Livers. 
By the Farm of Browage, 250006 Livers, 


By the Exportation of Goods from Languedoe, | 


Spices and Drugs from Marſeilles, and two per Cent 
from Arles, 380000 Livers. 
By the third additional Tax of Lymns, 60000 Li- 
Vers. COIEET [-) <4 10407144 
By the five great Farms, two Millions 400006 
Livers. 


” . 


Livers. | prey 

By thoſe of the River.Lpire 2.25000: Livers. 

By the Farm of * ew, 80960 Livers,” | © - 
| WU. 1 al8% Be þ CO! y 
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By the new Impoſitions of Normandy,” 2.40000 


y 


| 
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By the Sales of common Woods;5 F0000Livers* 

By the Demeans, '5 50000 Livers, 

By the ſecond Settlement, di{charging the Peo- 
p'e abſolutely of the 1 Millions of Livers, which 
the Ring receives at preſent by the Taz/es, the Re+ 
ccjpt may am unt ro 59 Millions, as%he tullowing 
account will clearly jultife. 

By an Impoſuion to be put upon Salt, or upon 
the Fens, in al! the Provinces of the Kingdom, ite 
King may receive ajlCharges being paid 20 Millions. 

By a Periny per Liver upon all the Merchandiſe 
and Commadiciesof the Kingdom, .12 Millions. 

' By rhe Aids, one Million 400000 Livers. 

By the ReduQtion of the price of ; 
the Rents conſtirured on the * Hoſtel _—_——_ Guild 
de Ville, {ix Millions, 

By the ReduCtion of the Treaſurers of France 
550 thouſand Livers. | 

By the Income the King receives by the Sale of 
Qthces and the Annual Duty paid him for the ſame, 
two Millions. 

By the Farm of Bourdeaux, 1850000 Livers. 

By the three Livers per Muid of Wine entrance 
into Parzs, by a new Impolution, 500000Livers. 

By che ancient 30 Pence, end the new addirion 


of ten more for the entrance of every Muid of Wine 


into Periz, 58 0000 Livers, 

By the Farm of 45 Pence inſtead of the Tolls 
and Grants, 530000 Livers, 

By the 9 Livers 18 Pence per Tun of Piccard», 
1740G0 Livers.. 

By the Farm of Brozage, 25.4000 Livers, 

By the Expottatiori of Goods. from Languedoc, 


| Spiees and: pay ps Marſeilley,,rw0: per Cent from 


«ries, 380000 


ivers, Hhba . By 
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By the additional Tax of Lyons, 60000 Livery 

By the fave great Farms, two Millions 400000 
Livers, 

By the new Impoſitions of Normandy, 250000 
Livers. 

.,” By thoſe of the River Loire, 225000 Livers. 

By the Farm of Iron, 80000 Livers. 

By the, Sale of common Woods, 550000 Li: 
vers, 

By the Demeans, 5 50000 Livers. 

Summ Total, 5o Millions 4.8 3000 Livers. 

I am very certain that this Settlement being well 
underitood, will be found juſt and reaſonable by all 
thoſe who have any Experience and Capacity in the 
diredion of States, 

Among the ſeveral ſuper-intendants of the Fi- 
nances in my time, I have known ſome of the moſt 
learn'd in what relates to the Treaſury, who equal'd 
the bare Impoſition upon Salr, or upon the Fens, to 
the King of Spqin's dies, and who preſerv'd that 
ſecret as the true foundation of the eaſe of the Peo» 
ple, of the Reformation, and of the Wealth of the 
State. | 

And indeed let Men be never dull, they muſt 
necds be {enlible that it is impoſſible to expreſs the 
diſcharge, and {atizfaQtion the People would re- 
ceive, if they were allow'd to uſe Salt as they do 
Wheat, every one buying no more than he thought 
fit, and could imploy. | 

It. is. certain that the ſuppreſſion which would 
be made of the great number of Otkcers, which are 
eſtabliſhed for 'the Impofition of the Sah,and the de- 

liverance of the: Diſputes and Law-Suits they often 


bommence'to diſcharge their Truſt; and ſometimes” 


out 
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out of Malice, to conſtrain the People to take the 
Salt that is impog'd upon them,' would be a wonder- 
ful caſe ro therh. Frm | 

Ir is mofeover certain, that'bne” rhipht eaſily re- 
compence” the Provinces, which hithetto have in- 
Joy'd the Exemprion of Salr, by ſuch a diſcharge of 
Tailles,thatif for' the furure they wete oblig'd torbi 
it dearer than they have done hetetofore, 'the Dini- 
mition of the Taille would be equivalent to the avg- 
mentation of the price of the "Salt, to which they 
would be liable, tho' they ſhould buy ir freely. 

' It is alſ6 certain, that tho' it may be ſaid, thar 
the Diminutioiis of the Tales only relate to the Pecos 
ple, and that the augmentttion of the” price of Salt, 
which has hitherto been o!d' in the Provinces with- 
out any Impoſition, ' would concern the Clergy, the 
Nobility, and th6(e who are"free:” All of them 
would receive the benefir of rhe' Ditoinmnion of the 
Taller, bp reafon' that 'the Reverie of rhe I- 
being taken'off, 'the Revenue of Eſtares would in- 
creaſe according as the Farmers who reht them were 
diſcharg'd of the'Irnpoſitions which' are laid on the 
Eſtates, they Farr. _ EE "_ 

Finally, I is certain, that riotwithſtartding the 
difficulties of ſuch an Eſtabliſhmefir]{ rhighe prove 
great, yer they might be overcome:”' | 

If after having conſider'd chis EffablIhmnent of the 
Salt, we examine that of the Penny per Liver, it 
will-be foritid'the more juſt, 'in that']t is eſtabliſhed 
in many Countries, and chat 'if Ha alteudy been Y$- 
ſolv'd upon twice, by che Body of 'the Stare, tirider 
the Great King Francis, and mi the Atlembly of the 
Notables at Ka, under the Great Hewy of Eternal 


Memory. 
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Nevertheleſs whereas Suſpicions are fo natural in 
the People,. and . in communities, that they com- 
monly place their principal ſafety in their diffidence, 
which ever induces. ther. to fear that..what is: moſt 
uſeful for them, will. prove diſadvantagious, and 
that great alterations are for the moſt part liable to 
Czngeraus Revalutiqns. Inftead , of adyiimg fuch 
an eſtabliſhment, I. preſume to, adviſe the contrary, 
and the more. boldly, becauſe . ſuch Novelties mult 
= he atterapted, *unleſs they are abiolutely necel- 

ry. 
. Now France is fo hi from being under (uch circum- 
ſtances, that on. the cantrary | am of opinion that 
ir- will be much ealzer to. cale the People, and to 
zarich the Staze,, ; without having .recourle to fuch 
expedients, thay, in gurring them in practice.; ſee- 
10g that tho! there js no difficuley; jn/ic but what may 
be,overcome ; yet undoubtedly much greater would 
be met with, ply ec recourſe to ſuch, alcerations. 
hls order to werite this propaſiriong jt, will be ſuf- 
Hogs to ro exgming be Expences. one; may. make: g 
Jhic c with in, time, ;of Peace, ang | fo ſe whar im- 
provement may be made with the Movey the times 
will allow to kay. up. 
The Safety and (Grandevr, c of the Rinddem will 
allow no diminitian of the expences of ar, above 
tioned, » which-will amount, near. unto twelve 
illiong. 
_ The Charge, of the uſual. " Gariſons, which-.a- 
fuk 6 yearly to three Millions, might, be ſuppreſs's, 
becauſe, the, naajor. part, of the, Forces which 
. will then be maintgin'd, by the State will be-quar- 
;terd in the ſaid, Gariſons , and. by .reafan that 
"the beſt parc of the ſaid three Millions are only 
taken 


—_ 
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taken out of the King's Purſe, to inrich the Gover- 
nour's, who commonly keep but ten Men; when, 
they ſhould have a hundred. 

But whereas it is difficult, not to have ſome Pri- 
vileg d places of ſuch conſequence , that it. 
would be impoſſible to refuſe rhe Governors ofthe 
fame, lome particular Gariſons, to enable them the 
better to anſwer for them, as being of their owri 
choicez In my opinion ir will be proper to retrench 
two thirds of the iaid Expence, to reduce it to one 
Million, 

The Expence of the Weſtern and Faftern Sea, 
cannot be leſs than of two Millions 500000 Li- 
vers, as it appears by the particular Settlements of 
the ſame. h | | 

That of the Artillery will amount to 600000 
Livers. 

That of the King's, the Queen's, and Monſiewr's 
Houſholds, to thiee Millions 5 00000 Livers, , 

The Penfions paid to the S#izzers, which, can-' 
not be retrench'd in honour, amounts to 400009 
Livers. 

The Buildings will coſt Zc0000 Livers. 

Ambaſſadors 250000 Livers 

The Fortiftications 600000 Livers. F 

All che Penſions might abfolurely be retrepich'd,. 
which coft the King four Millions ; . but as it's im! 
poſſible to pals from one extream to another with- 
out a medium, and that the Court of France is' not 
us'd to reliſt importunities, tho' never ſo unjuſt ; 1 
am of opinion that it will be ſufficicat ro retrengh 
one half of chem. Which is the-more neceſſary, 
that it is advantagious for the Publick, that the: + 
dlenefs of Courtiers may meet with no reward,: and 

Ah 4 that 
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that they maybe all annexed to the Perils of 'the 
Wit® and thus Penfions and Salatics will only a 
mount to rwo Millions for the future.” © A 

The King's Gentlemen in Ordinary, Foo"?! 
Livere, 

Warrants for the payment of certain ſumms 

00900 Livers. 

C; afual Accounts, and the King's Progreſles, two 

fillions. 

Arrears of Duties, 150000 Livers, 

The King's Privy Pure, 309000 Livers, 

. All theſe Expences amount only to 25 Millions, 
which being dedudted our of 35 to which the Re- 
capt amovnrs ; there will remain ten, which for the 
11rt year ſhall be implay.d towards the giminuzion 
of the Tailles. 

The true way to invich the -Stats, is, to caſe the 
People, and to diſcharge both of their Burthens ; 
lg .lefſexing the Char e, of the State, * the Talles 
may be dimidih'd.* and no otherwiſe ; and there- 
fore it is the chick end Which ought to w propas'd 
in the Regulation of this Kingdom. _ 

"* ® ln order to take true 


* Of 44 Millions to w NY 
all the different & mealyres in.an Aﬀar of that 


are oe ; Co nkquence,, it is neceſſary 


-_ - Sy vom virtye of . iy kriow thas tho” all the Le- 


thareage reage 26Millions rk "ries which are made in this 
Pr bunt of. Kirgdom amount to near 
_ Cha 


erfts, or in Fr Fg 45 of the ſame are imploy'd 
Taxttln ' of n 


in Charges, whigh nay be ſo 

K —_ ip urge yh that whereas 
"hs Fart ents Pg we may fay, at, pieſent, that 

jo ere oh 1s urs 4 the faid Charges prove the 


tetwn'd out of it 1 King's 


ade which iy $8 Millions; vpwards of 
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: Je the Ty . The 
King's Ruine : 1 dare affirm ——— 
that the King will be eas'd | Right ng:gd upon the faid 
and inrich'd by the means 4:45, confine all the reſt, 

c which is upwards of three 
thereof. Millions and a halt. 

Norwlthftanding all the Gabeler produce near 19 Millions, 
there is only five Millions 529000 and odd Livers of the ſame re- 
turn'd into the qv becauſe the remaindor which amounts 


ro near 13 Millions is imp _ towards the payment of the Rents 
created" upon the faid Gabelles, or towards ' the Salaries, Taxa- 
tions Duties, of the Officers of the Magazins at Salp, or to+ 
wards the Silarics of the Parliament of Par:s, Chamber of Ac. 
counts,” Count of 4dr, Grand Council or the King's Secretaries. 
Although all the other Farms of the State produce twel 
Millions, the King receives but ten of them, becauſe upwards 
two Millions dedudted out of the fame which are” (ertled 
for the payment of ſome Rents. Salary of Otheers, Taxations nnd 
alienated Dufics, "(AP OE 

Many without doubt will be' of opinion, that ie 
would-be fir teal the State of all that burthen,bur - 
as it is impoſſible ro make agreat Body ſubſift'with- 
out divers Expences ablolutely weceflary for irs tains 
tenance: ' As the weight of all theſe Charges toge- 
ther-cannot be- born by the Stare, fo che intire ſup- 
prefſion of the ſame carnor be-defir'd with reaſon. 

Three means may be propor'd tor the dimmution 
of the ſaid Churges. 

The firſt-is grounded on the over long injoy menc 
which private perſons have had of the King's Mo- 
ney, apart the Fund they have disburs'd to acquire 
che Rents, Offices,” and Rights they emoy, » 

I am {eo{tble that it would be calie ro difpoſſeſs 
fome.of the faid perſons of the Rents and Duties 
they reccive, by making #- true ſuppuration' bf the 
Summs they have receir'd; in which beſides the 
Intereſt attow'd by the Laws, -# would be 'ealie to 
find thereimburſement ot the price at firſt laid down 
by them for the ſame. 


% 
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But tho? the Juſtice of the ſaid expedient were al- 
low'd of, Reaſon wouldnot permit the making uſe of 
it , ſince that in fo doing, it would be impoſſible 
for the future to find-out Money to ſupply the necetſt- 
ties of the State , whatever ſecuritics were offer'd. 

. Therefore it is neceſſary to obſerve thac a 
thing may not be unjuſt, and yei contrary to 
Reaſon, and ſound Policy, and to take: care never 
wo have recourſe to any expedient, which without 
violating Reaſon, would neverthelcſs violate publick 
Faith. . 

(If any urges that the publick muſt be pre- 
ferr'd to private - Intereſt, allowing his pro- 
poſition , I defire him to conſider that in the diſ- 
cufhon of this point, thoſe different kinds of Inte- 
reſts are not in the leaſt concern'd,but that thoſe of 
the publick, are counter-pois d by others of the ſame 
nature, and that as the future has « far greater La- 
titude-than the preſent, which paſſes in an inſtant, 
thote Intereſts which xelate to the timeto come,muſt 
be reſpected before theſe of the preſent, contrary to 
the-cuſtom of ſenlual Men, who preter-whar''s at 
the leaſt diſtance from them, becauſe the ſight of 
their Reaſon has no greater extent -than, that of 
their, Senſes. tor 

. If we.conſider publick Faith in this - point, as I 
think it abſolutely. neceddary, the State will-be far 
more..eas'd by it than it would be, tho' part of \ its 
Charges ſhould be. ſuppreſs'd without making 
any .new Lives , in «that it will remain 
Maſter of' the Purſes, of: ifs. Members an all 
occaligns, and yet will canfiderably increaſeiits-30+ 
VENUE, :.- wc 30140 Til! 
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Theſecond means to diminiſh the Charges of. the 
Kingdom conſiſts in the reimburſement of the Mo» 
ney. which was aCtually paid by privare perſons 3 


bur the verification of it would prove difficult, fince + 


that in order to facilitate the Sale of what.the neceſ- 
ſry ok the State has oblig'd to alienate. that has of- 
ten been given at four. years purchale which appears 
to be. ingag'd at (ix. _ 

- This medium tho juſt in it ſelf, is not, praQticable 
without giving a pretence to many complaints,. tho' 
ill grounded. RT ng 

.. The, third means for the Diminution of the 
Charges of the State, con(iſts in reimburiing thoſe 
that. are not neceſſary, at the ſame price -at which 
they ace ſold among private perfons : Reumburſng 
the Qwners of the. Offices of . the Rents und of the 
Duties which will be thaught neceſſary to be ſup- 
preis'd in this manner, they : will receive no preju- 
dice, and the King will not -make uſe of the com- 
mon advantage he has with private perſons, -who 
have the liberty to free themſelves of the {aid Nebts, 
when they are able to. pay them at the rate they 
are commonly fold art.” | 
This medium which- is the only one that can be us'd, 
may produce its effeCt divers ways, either in rtiany 
years time, by the bare management of the injoy+ 
ment ot the faid Charges, or in one only, by an im- 
-menſe” ſam” of Money which muſt be had' ready 
by the ſupply of an exrraordinary Fund. * ©. '* 

' The natural Impatience* of our Nation, not als 
lowing vs 'to' hope, thar we will be able to per- 
ſevere t 5 or 20 years in the ſame reſolution: The 
firſt way which requires {o. much time, is nowiſe 
receivable. 

The 
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The great Fund which is neceſſary to reim- 
butſe all ar once fach irirmenſe Charges is thofe 
of the State, would mike this ſecond propoſition 
gs ridiculous as impoffible, and {6 the third only 
remains prafticable. FEI | 

- Mm order to make uſe of it, with ſo muth Juſt- 
ice, that no body may have cauſe ro complain, 
ig is neceſſary to conſider the charges which it will 
be 'neceffaty to fuppreſfs in three different manners, 
according to the divers rates ar which they are 


fold. 
* The firſt Rents conſtituted up- 
na Thy Major on the. Tate which are commonly 
ſtir. fold at' five years purchace ,' ought 
ted pon the only to be conſider' and reitaburs'd 
Wis at that © rate ,, according to* which 
Wit ie © their Trjoythent of the fame 'migken 
mnt. ms "the Reichbutſernent of thetn in' ſeven 
or of thoſ('ro © years and 4 half. 


whom they 27.4.7 1X 

have made them over, andthey, have 4 them-at 6 lowp 
« Rate, chat they dayly expeR the ret? of them, whic 
would be a far greater grei ro: them that/the Reimburſe- 


ment of the fame, at the common Price. TT 
The new Rents.eſtabliſhed upon the Mdr, are only fold at {e- 
ven years Purchaſe, and they? amonnr' to two Millions. 
new Rerus upon the, Gables are fold at leyen years and 
- f Purchaſe, and they amount to five millions 260 thouſand 
et £ 


The other Rents conflicured upon the  Taille 


fince the lateKing sDeath,which are paid eitherinthe 
Eleftions, or in the Genera), Receipts, wult be re- 
imburſed at the rate of, Gx- years purchace, which 
they are fold at, the: [njpymenc. ot which will only 
reimburte them in cight years and a half. 


The 
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The Offices of EleRions with falarics,, Taxa- 

tions of. Offices and other Rights which they iczoy 
mult - be reimburſed at the rate of eight years 
Purchace, which is the common. Price of ſuch 
Places. 
Reaſon requires the taking of the ſame merhad 
for the Reimburſement of the charges conſtivured 
upon the Aids , upon all the Gabelles, upon the five 
great Farms, upon the Foreign Farm of Langwe- 
dx and of Provence , upon the Cuſtoms of Lye, 
upon the Convoy of Beurdeaux, the Cuſtom of Buy- 
one, the Farm of Broxage, and fuch Reimburlements 
can only be made by the bare Injoymenc in clever 
,years time. > 5H t 

I am ſenſible that Rents of that kind are daily 
ſold for lefs than eight years Purchace ; kurt I pro> 
poſe the Reimburſement of them at this Rate, for 
the {arisfation of the parrys concern'd, being fen- 
ſible that if in an affair of thac importance, there 
muſt bes loſs, it is better it ſhould fall upon the 

King: than upon them. - -+ 

The Rate of all the Reimburſements which can 
be mage, being juſtly -eſtabliſh'd ; it is necellary 
ro conſider that there are {ome Charges ſo neceilary 
in thixKingdom, or ingaged at fo high a Rate, that 
I do got place ther among thoſe of. which the 
Reimabuſcement is co- be thaught an,by the way I aa 

\ Theſe: are the falarys of the Parliaments and 
other” ſavereign Gourre, of the Prefidials and cogal. 
Cowes, of rhe Kidg's Secretarys, of the Trezſurert: 
of - Freie and receivers General «© WE 
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"Not that I think that- no ſuppreſſion ought to be 
made im thoſe kind of Offices; that's far from my 
thoughts : Bur co proceed with order towards the 
diminutionof the Charges of the Kingdam, -Rea- 
fon requires that one ſhould begin by the Reimburſe- 
ment of thoſe which are ſold at lower rates, and 
which are inconvenient to the Public. _ 

For-that reaſon, I prefer the tuppreſfion of the 
Rents eſtabliſh'd upon the. Tailles, and that of many 
Places of afleſſors, to all others. 

Thar of thoſe forts of Rents,by reaſon of the low- 
neſs of their Price, and: that of the afſcf{>vs , be- 
cauſe thoſe offices are the true ſource of the People's 
Miſery, both upon the account of their Number 


which is fo Exceſhve, that it amounts to upwards \ 
of four Millions in Exemptions, as alſo of their Male< 
adminiſtrations which are ſo Common, that there i9— 


hardly any one Afﬀeſſor who do's not diſcharge his 
own Pariſh ; that many draw conſiderably our of 
thoſe they have nothing to do with, and thatſome 
of them are ſuch abandon'd wretches, that they are 
not affraid of loading themſelves with crimes, by 
addiog Impoffitions on the People, which they, con- 
vert to their own uſe. 

That very. conlideration is the only one which 
hinders me art preſent from ſpeaking of the {uppreſ- 
fjons of many Offices of judicature, the Multitude 
of which is uſeleſs their Price being as extraordingry. 
as their ſalarys are Inconſaderable, it would be an 
ill piece :ot husbandry to | meddle with them, upon 
the account of the preſent neceffiry. When ie will 
be thought fit to leſſen the Number pf them, the 
beſt w..y in order thereunto will be to make ſo good 
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a Regulation of the * Paullerre, that , n. ,' 
the he Offices being reduc'd to a mo- ELF 
derate Price, the King may be able Officers pay 
when they become vacant, to- Reim- * COP: 
burſe them to the owners, and ſuppreſs them art 
once, 

Neither do I. as yer include in the number of 
the tuppreſfions, the Colleges of the King's Secre- 
tarys, the Offices of the Treaſurers of France, and 
the Receivers General, not upon the account of rhe 
ſmalneſs of their Profit , which is pretty 
confiderable,but upon the account of the ſuorms they 
have paid for the ſame which are not ſmall. 

Neither do | put in the old 'Renrs which have 
been creared in tþe time of your Majeſty's Prede- 
ceflors which are paid inthe Office of the Ciry of 
Pars,both by reaſon that the atual ſumms disbury'd 
by the Purchacers, are greater than that of all the 
reſt, and becauſe ir is fit that the intereſt of SubjeQts 
ſhould in ſome manner be mix'd with thoſe of their 
Soveraigns, as alſo becauſe they are devoly'd to 
veral Religious Huuſes, Hoſpitals, and Communi> 
tys, towards the maintenance of which they are 
neceflaryz and that; having been” often” divided in 
Familys, they ſeem 'to be ferried” rhere in ſuch a 
manner that it would be difficalt co remove them 
without diſtutbmg_. their ſerckements. +: 1 

Nevertheleſy in order not to: omitt any husbandry 
that may be made. with reaſon, the advantage 
of the-State, '4- muſt obſerve;.twe things in 4his 


Ce. ; 4. $1:3s & 7 50% a 1 
The firſt is that the Office -of the Treafurers of 
Frence reniaining, a.third part of:4heir Salarys may 
be retrench'd;:{mce they will think! them(elyes very 
ta 
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favourably uſed in the general Reformwion of the 
Kingdom,if in ſecuring them againſt all new Taxes 
their” Salary is redu'd to two thirds: of what they 
have injoy'd hitherto, and had by their firſt Cre» 
ation. | | 

The ſecond is that in not ſuppreffing the Rents 
eſtabliſh'd upon the Town Houle, inthe late King's 
time, Which are all Created at the race of eight per 
Cent, which will be the more reaſonable inthat as no 
private Perſons do allow above fix, the owners of 
the ſaid Rents (erled upon the T'own- Houſe, will by 
your Majeſty's favour get two. per Cent more, in 
the injoyment of thoſe of this Nature. 

And as they will find an advantage by. this, the 
King will do the ſame by rexign that the Rents 
cbarg'd upon the State, will be more co+ 
veted than thoſe of private Perſons , tuppoling they 
be paid exactly without any deduction, as.in reaſon 
they ought to be, 
| In order topay the ſaid Rents as well as the Sala» 
ry of diversOthcery either ablolucely neceſſary or at 
leaſt which cannot be ſuppreſſed in theſe Times, { 
am of opinion that -it will be fit to ſuppreſs thirty 
Millions out of the fourty five this Kingdom is ac 
preſent charged with, leaving the reſt ro acquit the 
remaining charges... . 

* The Rents  \*- Outofthe thin Millions which 
of which the are-to be ſuppreſfs'd, there are near 
Courant price 1s (ven, 'the Reimburſtment of which 

will .-'. being only to be made. ar. the rats of 


mount jultly ro { years Purchace, the ſupprefſion 
andLivers of the fame will be perform't in ſeven 
{5r7-x Gem; yeaty and, a half's time, by-the bate 
{ried out of the | Ijoy Ment of the ſara. 


ſix Millions 8: 2 
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eight allienated Millions upon the Tai/les in the month of Febry- 


ary 1634. 415 thouſand Livers fgttled by Le Sr. Gaillard and his 
Partners in the month of Jamruary 1634 And 11 2 thouſand Livers 
ſettled by an Edit of the month of March of the faid year, by 
the Croditors of Moyſſel and Payen. 


As many will be found, out oft the remaining 
twenty four, which being to be reimburs'd at the 
rate of (ix years Purchace, which is the Currant 
price of them , will be ſuppreſs'd in eight 
years and a half's time, by the bare injoy« 
ment. | 

But whereas,as aboveſaid, long Winded deſigns 
arenot the ſafeſt in this Kingdom, and that upon 
that account ir is neceſſary to reduce all the ſuppreſ- 
ſions which are fit to be made to a number of years 
not exceeding the compaſs of our Patience; in or- 
der to accompliſh the Reimburſments which will 
be undertaken at the ſame time in which the Rents 
which are ſold at five years yon will be ſup- 
preſs'd by the very income of the ſame , an extra- 
ordinary Fund muſt be rais'd to the Value of a 
fixth part of the currant price of the Rents, which 
amounts exactly ro ſeven Millions once paid,for the 
ſuppreſſion of as much revenue. 

To accompliſh the ſuppreffion of the thirty Mil- 
lions propos'd, there ſtill remains 16 to be reim- 
burs'd, which muſt be done at the rate of eight years 
purchace, becaule it is the common price of them. 

And whereas the reimburſement ot thoſe ſixteen 
Millions, cannot be perform'd under twelve years 
time by the bare enjoyment of the fame, and that 
it is neceſſary to ſhorten that time,to reduce the ſaid 
ſuppreſſion to the term 6f ſeven years, as well as 
:hat of the fourteen prececding Millions, out of 
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eight parts three muſt be fupply'd by extraordinary 
Funds, amounting to 4 Millions. 

Tho? the greatneſs of the faid ſumm may fſur- 
prize at firſt; thoſe who are acquainted with the 
faciliry of Afﬀairs of that nature in this Kingdom, 
will nor queſtion the fealzbleneſs of the ſame,conſiders 
ing that it is only to be paid in ſeven years time. 

And Peace wiil be no ſooner ſet- 

i gegen tled, but the practice of * Parties, 
2 __ mae te” which is uſual ar this time to find 
| out Money, bcing aboliſh'd, thoſe 
who are bred in thoſe ſort of Affairs, not being able 
to alter their former way of living all of a ſudden, 
will willingly convert all cheir Induſtry, to deſtroy 
what they have rai'd, by the ſame means they did 
uſe to eſtabliſh ic at firſt; That is,toextinguiſh and 
ſuppreſs by virtue of the Bargains they will make 
eo that effect, the Rents, Rights and Offices, the 
creation of which they have promoted by virtue of 
other Bargains. 

Thus the Kingdom may be eas'd in ſeven years 
time, of thirty Millions of common Charges which 
it bears at preſent. 

The People being actually diſcharg'd of the 2.2 
Millions of Taille, which is one halt of what they 
bear at preſent ; The Revenue of the Kingdom 
will be found to amount to T7 Millions, as the 
following Settlement will juſtihe. 


RECEIPT 


Of the Tailles, 22 Millions. 
Of the Aids, 4 Millians. 
Of all the Gabelles, 19 Millions. 
Ot 
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Of all the other Farms 1 2 Millions. 

Total, 57 Millions. , 

Our of which deduRting 17 Millions, which will 
be yearly put into the Exchequer, the {aid ſumm 
mult be look'd upon to be ſo conſiderable, that 
there is no State in Chriſtendom which lays up half 
ſo much, all the Charges of it being deduQted before. 

If next to theſe ſupprefſions, which will make many 
perſons liable to the Tailles, without their having 
any reaſon to.complain of it,all Offices are ſupprefled 
which are officiated by Inrollment or by bare 
Commiſſions ; if the number of Notaries be regu- 
lated, not only ſuch as are Royal, but thoſe of com- 
mon Jus i{diftions, it will eaſe the People conlide- 
rably, both in that they will thereby be deliver'd 
of ſo many leeches, - and that as there are upwards of 
to0000 Officers of this kind ro be turn'd our, 
thole who will hind themſelves deprived of their uſu- 
al imployments, will be conſtrain'd to follow the 
Wars, to ingage into Trade, or to turn Labourers. 

If in the next place a!lExemptions are reduc'd tothe 
Nobility,and to theOthcers i ordinary of the King's 
Houlhold,it is moſt certain that the Cities,and Com- 
munities which are exempted, the Soveraign Courts; 
theOfhces of the Treaturers of Frence, the Eleftions, 
the Salt Magazines, the Ofhces of Waters and of 


| Foreſts, of the Demain, and of: che Tithes, the In» 


tendants andReceivers of Pariſhes,which compoſe a 
Body of upwards cf x 00000 exempted perſans,will 
diſcharge the People of marethanone halt of their 
Tailles ;, it being alfa certain.thatthe Richeſt, which ' 
are liable to the greatelt Taxes, arethoſe whoge 


exemptions by dint of |Mionepe. /* +41 # >! 
17 20 . 's\ Nv! 3a5l2 «9392; 11 1496! 
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I am ſenſible that ir will be urg'd, that it is eaſie 
to make ſuch Projefts, like unto thoſe of Plato's 
Commonwealth, which tho' fine in his Ideas, is a 
real Chimera. 

But Idare affirm, that this deſign is not only fo 
reaſonable, but fo ealie ro execute, that if God 
pleaſes ro grant your Majeſty a ſpeedy Peace, and 
to preſerve you for this Kingdom with your Ser- 
vants, of which I eſteem my ſelf one of the meaneſt, 
inſtead of leaving this Advice by Teſtament, [ 
hope to accompliſh ir my ſelf. 


SECTION. VII. 


Which ſhes in few words, that the utmoſt point of the 
Power of Princes muſt conſift in the Poſſeſſion of their 
SubjeRs Hearts. 


He Finance: being manag'd as above written, 

the People will be abſolutely eas'd, and the 

King will be Powerful by the Poſſeſſion of his Sub- 

3<Qs Hearts, who conſidering his care of their E- 
ſtates, will be inclin'd to love him out of Intereſt, 

* Formerly the Kings thought 

* Phils deY/a- themſelves: ſo happy in the Poſlef- 

Wire . . ion of their Subjeds Hearts, thar 


fame were of opinion that it was bet- 


ter by. this means to be King of the French than of 
Froxce. sÞ + 

And indeed this Nation had formerly. ſuch a Pal- 
Gon for their Princes, that ſome Authors yo 
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them, for being always ready to . 
ſpill their Blood, w ea Heir __ 
Eſtates for the Service and Glory of 16 and 17. 
the State. 

* Under the Kings of the firſt, * That Poli- 
ſecond, and third Race, until Phi= ©, 35 ground- 
Typ le Bell, the "Treaftire of Hearts ing. of a great 
was the only publick Wealth that Prince,who tho” 


was preſerv'd in this Kingdom. jight which 

rthele(s was {o dear {aghted by Reaſon, he—eckinde be 
2m n never want Money in his neceſſities, fince he was belov'd 
by his People, 'who had ec r him. : 

Cyrus and Xenophen, Book the 5th of his Ioſtitarion. 

| am ſenfible:that former times have no relation 
nor proportion tothe preſent ; rhar whit was good 
in one Age, is often not permitted in aritther. - 
{- But tho? it is certain that the Treafare of Hearts 
carinot ſuffice ar'preſent, it is alſo very cerr&in thar 
the Treaſure of Gyld and Silver 'is almoft uſeleſs 
without the farſt : bath are neceſſary; and whoever 
ſhall; want either of them, will' be neceffirouns in 


Wealth. | 
CHAP. X. 


Which concludes this Work, in ſhowing that 
whatever is contain'd in it will prove in- 
effetual, unleſs the Princes and their Mi- 
niſters are ſo mindful of the Government 
of the State,as to omitt nothing which their 

1 + Truſt obliges them to, and not to abuſe 
their Power. 

]* order to conclude this Work happily, 1 am 
now to repreſent to your Maiefty that 

I i 3 Kings 
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Kings being oblig'd ro do many things more as 
Soveraigns, than as private Men, they can ' never 
ſwerve o little trom their Duty, without commit- 
ting more faults of omiſſion, _ a private perſon 
can do of commiſſion, 

' It is the ſame with thoſe upap whom Soveraigns 
— themſelves of part of the burthen of their 
Empire, ſince that Honour makes them-liable to the 
fame obligations which lie on Soytraigns, 

Both of them being conlider'd as private perſons, 
gre liable to the ſame faults as other Men ; bur if 
we regard rhe Condudt of the publick. which they 
are intrulted with, they will be found liable to many 
more, {ince in that ſence they cannot omit with- 
out fin, apy. thing they are oblig'd to by cheir 
Maaiſtry,; . -| 

Inthat conſideration, a Man may be good and 
virtuous, 2s a private perſon," and yet an' ill Ma- 
giſtrate,and an'ilbSoveraign, byBis want of care to 

Tee obligation ot hisT'ruſt. 
Ia a word, unleſs Princes ule+their urmoſt en- 
deavours to regulate the divers orders of their. State. 
If they are negligent ih their choice of a good 
Council; if they deſpiſe their wholſom Advice. 
Unleſs they take a particular care to become. ſich, 
thar their Example may prove a ſpeaking voice. 
If they gre negligent in eſtabliſhing the reign of 
God, that of Reaſon, and that of Juſtice together. 
If they fail to proteAt lnnocence, to' recothPence 
ſignal- Services to the Publick, and' to puniſh 8iſo- 
bedience and the Crimes which trouble the order of 
the Diſcipline and Safety of States. 

Unleſs they apply themſelves to foreſee andmo 
prevent the evils that may happen, and to. dir 
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by. -careſul. Negotiations, the Storms:,: .which 
Clouds eafily drive before them, from a greater 
diſtance than is thought. 

If Fayour hinders then from making a good 
choice of thoſe they honour with great [mpyloyments, 
and, : with the principal Ofhces of the Kingdom. 

Unleſs ghey are very careiul to ſettle the State in 
the. Power it ought to have. . 

If on all occa{ipns they do not preterr Publick 1n- 
tereſt to. Private Advantages, tho” otherwiſe never 
ſv gaod livers, they will be found :nvre-guilry:than' 
thoſe wha actually tranſpre(s th; Comniands and 
Laws,of God , it being cermin\ that to:omit:wbaD 
we are oblig' A to do, and tocommit what. we a 
not, ta, do,is the ſame. rbing; | 

muſt moreover repreſent to your, Majeſty, that 
if Princes, and thoſe who'are;imploy'd under them 
io the tot Dignities of the Kingdom, have: great 
advaritages oyer private Men, they. injoy-that bene- 
fic upon hard conditians,, figce they art not.ahly Jia- 
ble by 0ei(hon to the faults I have alre2dy obſerv'd, 
gy that there, are. many others af qanithang i 
wREd are peculiar to thems. .'«, et 
If they make uſe of their Power to commit any 
injuſtice ar violence, which they catiidt» do. 25 
private perſons, they are guilty of a fin of 
Prince or Magiſtrate by commiſſion, which their ſole 
Authority is the ſource of, and for which the King 
of Kings will call them to a very ſtrict account on 
the day of Judgment. . 

Thoſe two different kind 'of favlts peculiar to 
Princes and to Magiſtrates, muſt needs make them 
ſenſible rhat they are of a far greater weight than 
thoſe of private perſons, by reaſon that as univerſal 

I 1 4 Cauſe 
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Cauſes, they influence their diforders to all thoſe 
who being fubmitted to them , receive the impreſ; 
fion of their movements. 

Many would. be fav'd as private perſons, who 
damn themſelves as publick perſons. 

One of the greateſt of our Neigbouring Kings, 
being ſenſible of this Truth at his Death, cry'd out 
that he did not ſtand in ſo much dread of the fins 
of Philip, as he was apprehenfive of the Kiny's. 

His thought was truly Pious, but it would have 
been much better for himſelf and for his Subjects ro 
have bad it before his Eyes in the heighth of his 
Grandeur, and of his Adminiſtration, than when 
in\diſcovering the importance of it, he copld no 
longer make that uſe of it which was 'necefſary for 
his CanduR, tho' he miphe for- his Salvation. 

I humbly crave your Majeſty would be pleas'd to 
refle& chis very moment on thar' which that great 
Prince perhaps only thought on 2 few hour before 
bis death 3 and to invite you to ir by Example, as 
much-as by Reaſon, I promiſe you'that I'Will ſpend 
no day of my life withoutendeavouring to inttoduce 
that into my Mind, which:oughrt to be there at rhe 
hour of my Death,” in” what relates to rhoſe Publick 
Afﬀairs which you are pleas'd to intruſt me with. 
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Hiſtorical Obſervations. ... 


ON THE 
Political Teſtament, 
OF 


Cardinal de Richelien. 


Book 1. Chap 1. Page. 42. of the. Firſt, ayd, 
Page. j2 of the Second and Third Edils- 


gp liſb'd at Amſterdam by Henry 
rdes-in the Tear 1688. Þ 8 
Upon Theſe” Words: 

H E Removal of the Duke de la Valette tho' Fw 

lumnary and riot forc'd, pivins me an octflon” 
ts put him in thu Claſſis *, I catmot 'omi® ſaying, That. 
not long before be © did ſolicit Monſieur your ber 
and the Count de Shifſons to twn your Forces, of whith' 
they had the Command at that time, ap aint your Perſon” 
Your Majeſty had howour'd him with the Title of Duke 
and Peer ; to which I muſt alſo azld that im order to Iv- 
gage him the move in your ſervitt, you had thought fie 
to Unite him to thoſe who were altogether inſeparable frothy 
it ; and that in Conſideration of my Allanct, you hat 
granted him the Surowvorſhip of the Government of Gty- 
enne, nd were pleaſed to add 30000 Livers Income to 
his place of Colonel of the Infantry, T tay ſay mote-' 
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ever, that the Pardon your Majeſty did grant him for a 
Crime ſo baſe, and ſo ſhameful, averr d by the month of 
two | Princes whoſe Teſtimony was undchinbh>.on that oc- 
cafion, did not binder his Weakneſs and jealonſy againſt 
the Prince of Conde and the Arch Biſhop of Bour- 
deaux, or bzs deſign to croſs the proſperity of your Affairs, 
from making bim loſe a great deal of honour; in loſing 
the occaſion of takins Fontarabie, when the Enemys 
could no lonver defend it. 


— ” ; T 
Wk 1 
Obſervation. 


TH E ' Wiſeſt Miniſters have*: thiith* ado. to 
"” defend themſelves againſt © Pride. In 
thjs': place th#![Cardinal/ ſpeaks'to the King his 
Benefactor and* Maſter. - The Duke de 1 V&ts he 
ſpeaks of, had the honor in his firſt Marriage ta 

-,* Widd*Gabrielle daBoirpon,theKing*s 

* Daughter to Siſter,who upon that account always 
Ban+ 5 calls him Brochergeicher in Speak-! 
ib. ... .., ingor writing to, him, The Cardinal 
>= everthoel thinks... he do;s much 
f r him, and that; herwill Ingage him. to be,eternaly 
aithſul,tho be bad never been ſo before, by giv- 
ing him Madamoiſelle de Pone Chateau bis Coulin. 

.:But -the Actions. of, great Men muſt nor be ex- 
atnin'd with, Rigor.. Neither would we reflect 
uponithis rhyng, . were it-not to, redreſs ſome effen- 
tjal Circumſtances of the Hiſtory wbich we know 

- Orggine, | | 
_ Jn arder thereunto we muſt go back, a Little, 
foce it is Impaſſible to give a true accoynt of the 
Duke 4ela Valgtte*s Voluntary Removal,of his Inna- 
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cence, or of his Guilt, without explaining the then 
ſtate of his Family, eitber in relation to'the King, 
or to the Miniſter. This relation which perhaps 
will prove ſorne what long, and. will ſeem 
ſometimes to deviate frum the ſubjeR, will never- 
theleſs always return to ir, and if I am not miſtaken 

will have ſome curious and remarkable paſlages. 
John Lewy de laValette, whom 'we commonly 
call the old Duke 4 Ezpernon, who was the firſt 
of that Name, Father to the Duke de /a Valerre, 
I am to ſpeak of , was naturaly very haughty 
and Impcrious ; a great and dazling Fortune made 
in a ſhort ſpace of time, had not lefen'd his 
Courage. The unbounded tavour of Hemy the 3. 
had heap'd Honors, Digoitys, Governments, and 
great places upon him. The ſaid Prince ſometimes 
boaſted that he would make him: ſo great that it 
would not be in his. Power to deſtroy him. | 
It:is very. well known that in giving him the 
Government ob the three Biſhopricks, . Mets, Tout, 
.and Verdun, he offered him the abſolute Soyeraign- 
ty of the ſame, which - he had the Wiſdom or 
Cunning to retu{e. 
| His Marriage with the Heireſs of Fez, and of 
Candale had acquir'd him all the Lands iof that 
ancient Family, and the moſt illuſtrious:Alliances. 
Under the two following Reigns,among many con- 
tradictions, he had ſtill.kept his Rank, and detended 
his Forrune, being conlidered and fear'd rather than 
lov'd by all thoſe who did govern, by the- power 
he had to plague. them within the Kingdom. Ir 
; was perhaps for that Reaſon Henry the 4th. ſeemed 
diſlatigfhed with his behaviour ar firſt, bur being 
recorcil'd to him afterwards, in the year 1610. 
in 
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inthe preat Wir he was meditating , when Death 
-prevented him, he defign'd him the honor of 
the Command” 'of his Vanpuard, uhrill he 
had joyr'd the 'Prince of Orange, ahd then ſent him 
back to Mary #& Mzdicis, to be her Miniſter. 'How - 
ever refleting on his former Favour and Eleva- 
vation', he could neither forget what he was, nor 
what he had been, nor agree with any Favourite, 
or 'Minifter ; leſs with Richelreu than with another, 
becauſe he had a-greater eſteem for him than for a- 
ny other, 4rd did look upon bim as the fitteſt 
Man to humble all thoſe whe had rais'd themſelves. 

The Cardinal on his fide cho a far better Politi- 
cian, finding himſelf at the helni of Afﬀairs, could 
brook 6 'refiftance, tho' never fo Inconſiderable, 
withour-belag wounded to the very heart by it; 
nor ſuffer tity grandeur unlefs ſubſervient to his own. 
And ind&td th6-we ſhould allow him to be above 
all Weakneſs, or ptivate Tntereft, - which Huma- 
nity is \fiever free from, his general Plan, and the 
honor” 6f hiv ' Miniſtry; could-hardly ſuir with the 
Powerand Authority of a Man, who under Henry 
the 44h. had fuſtain'd an open | War to maintain 
hirafelf -m the Government of Provence ; who lately, 
in the Dilkee-de Luinestime, ſetring om of his For - 
treſs of Mer in cold bl9od, with his uſual Equipage 
of 2.0 Mules, and near two hundred Horſe for his 
Guard; Gentlemen 'and 'other Perſons of his Re- 
tinue,”&rof'd'the whole Kingdom' quietly, ro ref- 
cue the Quetn Mother who was confined at Blog, 
to give'ber 4 refuge in his Governments, and to 
make himſelf Mediator between thar Princ*'s and 
the King her Son. FF 
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"The. old Duke had three Children, - Haw Duke 
of Candale, Bernard Duke de la Valette, the Perſon in. 
queſtion here, and Lewis Arch-biſhop of Teulowe, as 
Men often were in thoſe Times, in Commendam,with- 
out being ingag'd in ſacred Orders, and ſince Car» 
dinal de la Palette. Henry bore the. names. of Fei x 
and of Candale, according to the Fathers obliga- 
tion,who had promis'd in Marrying the Heireſs of 
that Family, to leave all her Eſtate, Name. and. 
Arms tothe Eldeſt Son of that Marriage: This Gen» 
tleman having a lively Wit, a free and. agreeable 
Humour,was likewiſe out of favour withtheMiniſter, 
by reaſon that not being uſed better. than another, 
he ſometimes ler fall ſome free Ingenious and ſharp. 
Expreffions which ſome retain'd with pleaſure, and 
never fail'd of being reveal'd z, but in. that he did: 
not ſooth the Inclination of his Father, with whom 
he was no better pleas'd than with-the. Miniſter 
himſelf ; he could not forgive him, notwithſtanding 
his having added to his ſhare abundance of Lands 
over. and above thoſe of Candale to the Value. of 
50000 Crowns a year, belides the place.of Faſt 
Gentleman of the Chamber, the Goveraments of 
Saintonge, Aunis , Angoumess and Limoſin, for having, 
given his younger Brother the Goverment of Megs, 
and.of the three Biſhopricks, in great Eſteem ar 
that time ; bur above all, the place at-Colanel Ge+ 
neral of the French Infamiry, which was look'd-upon. 
as\a Military Royalty,. becyule it gavethe Poffeflor 
of: it- a right- co nominute to all infevige» Places, 
withqut fo much. as+ excepting that of Colonel.of 
the Guards 4 and that ' Vexation particularly wich 
fame other domeſtic troubles, made him-acquire a-' 
bundance of Glory, iniſeeking War, andche-Copme- 
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mand of Artnys in foreign Countrys. Bernard Duke 
de la Valette the ſecond Son, delign'd all along to bear 
the Father's Name, was indeed the firſt object of his 
Aﬀection,and of bis Tendernefs, wiich he anſwered 
with a great deal of Gratitude & Duty,keeping mea- 
ſures with the Miniſter, but without lowneſs, and in 
ſuch a manner that the Luke his Faihs r could receive 
no prejudice by ir. Lews the lalt of the Brothers gither 
as being a beter Courtier, or as a Cardinal, or out 
of Inclinatioa or Eſtecm, had contracted a Friend- 
ſhip with Cardinal de Richelieu. But the Father 
not approving his behaviour,otren faid + lt is no lon- 
ger the Cardinal de /s Valezre, it is the Cardinal 
Valee. The only reward he hud for his Affiduity 
and for his Cares, was {omeiimes to command Ar- 
mys, which he had earnelliy delw'd contrary to 
the ſentiments of the old Duke his Father, who 
had all along Endcavour'd in vain to dillaade bim 
from ir. Perhaps it isathing ſufficiently remarkable(to 
obſerve it by the by) that Cardinal de Richelien 
has not mention'd him once- in all this Book, not- 
withſtanding he did him the greateſt and moſt 
ſignal Service that ever he received from any other. 
For it is very well known, that in the Famous 
* Caivs day of the * Duppes, when the Queen 
Y* Mother having prevall'd with the King 

to diſmiſs him, thought on nothing in ber Palace of 
but how to diſpoſe of the greateſt Places 

of the State; the Cardinal being ready to be 
gone,ſceing nothing but ſolitude and diſgrace about 
him, .the only Cardinal de {a Vaerre ſtood up ta 
lacourage him, and offering to accompany hica to 
Verſailles, made him refolve once more to fee the 
King and to ſpeak to him, as he did, — 
Laid en 
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ſudden'produc'd that great alteration of Aﬀairs 4 the 
Cardinal being allow'd to continue the FunRions of ' 
his Miniſtry, The Lord keeper Marillac, who was 
come to ſucceed him, Impriſon'd, and all the reſt' 
which is known without my. repeating it. Whych' 
ſhows how neceſlary the advice of a firm and faith- 
ful- Friend is ſometimes even to the greateſt Souls, 
in that uncertain and floating Condition, to which 
great Paſſions reduce us. But ler us return to our 
principal and real Subject. 

Thoſe genera] diſpclirions did not promiſe a great 
union berween the old Duke, and the Cardinal 
Miniſter. Add now to this a vaſt number of things 
which did divide them abſolutely, ſome of -great 
Conſequence, others which would ſeem ro be Ins 
conliderable, if we did not know whac efte they 
generally produce in Mens minds. In 1624. R# 
chelieu already made Cardinal, was made firſt Mi- 
niſter againſt the King's Inclination, by the earneſt 
deſires and importunitys of the Queen Mother, 
The Duke who was ablent from the Court at that 
Time, and who thought him!clf very much in fa- 
vour with that Princeſs, as he had deſerv'd-it by 
his ſervices, was both. ſurpris'd and vex'd thereat , 
becauſe ſhe had not given him the leaſt hint of -it. 
However he comply'd fo far with decency and 
cuſtom, as'to make Complements by a Letter to 
the new Miniſter, but leſs capable to oblige than 
to diſpleaſe him. - For he kept with him, as with 
all other, Cardinals, ito the--end+of his | Life-; 
the ſingular, nathod he bad taken, wo: writer to 
them without caving the, whole! Line, and to'con- 
clude by, Yorre , biew bunible $erwteur.:  T'he Cardie 
nal being nerled, mage y9-agiwer. arial; bution 
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the firſt occaGon, which offer'd it ſelf ſoon after, 
to ſend the King's: orders to him, he writ to him 
without hardly leaving any blank ſpace in the 
Line, and by your moſt AﬀeRionate Servent, which 
the. Duke was very much offended art. Thoſe 
who knew how.things paſs'd in thoſe Days, look'd 
ypon that beginning either as the Source, or O+- 
men of all that happened ſince. Svon after this, 
the- Duke, then Governor of Guieme, by his 
haughtinefs, imbroil'd himſelf with the Parliament 
of Boeurdeeux , under the firſt prefident de Gourgues, 
a:Man of great: ſence and Vigor, who eaſily per- 
faded the angry Cardinal, to rake their part, 
The ſame Afairs return'd often, and others of 
worſe conſequence with Henry de | Sourds Arch- 
Biſhop of Baurdeaux, one of the Cardinal'sCreatures, 
whoſe part he: ever took as he was oblig'dro do. 

In 1627. Fortune preſented them with a fine 
Phautaſm and great hopes, asa notable SubjeRt of 
diſcord. Ir was the wreck of two Large Portu- 
. gwege Carricks returning from Goa : Their lading 

of Gold Silver, Diamonds Ambergres,and other pre- 
cigus: Commoditys, being valu'd at 1 5 Millions of 
Liyers; the:one was loſt on the Coaſt: of Medoc. 
The. Right of the Wreck did belong to the Duke, 
2s it was adjudp'd” fince, by Authentic Titles of 
the ad roerom_, of Cendale,who had maintain*drhar 
Right inLaw even againſt their Kings. TheCardinal 
did-- pretendito the ſame Right ; as well as Chofer 
ſuperintendant general of the Navy, arid Com- 
merce of Fraxce,which in effeCt was the Office of Ad- 
miral.diſguis'd for. him under that new Title, The 
old- Nuke formerly Admiral: himſelf, remembred 
then .with great- regret , that be- had (given that 
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preat and fine Place , with the Government of 
Provence to Fohn de la Valette his elder Brother, to 
make him ſhare his Fortune , who dyed ſoon 
after it, 

The Sea almoſt alone profited of thoſe immenſe 
Riches,of which the Duke after often having prov'd 
his Right did not get above ten or twelve thou» 
ſand Crowns. But the Proceſs which he had main+ 
rain'd with' Vigor befor the King's Commiſſioners, 
choſen by the Cardinal himſelf, left new Impreffi> 
ons -of Spite, and Animolity in the mindof that' 
Miniſter. In' 1629 the time of the Cardinal's 
Triumph, as I may ſay, when after the taking of 
Rochel, the expedition of Italy the Pas of Suſa's be- 
ing forc'd, «the fuccors of ' Cazah, the Conqueſt of 
the Hrguenor. Citys of Languedec, he thought he had 
wholly ſuppreſs'd'that Party by the reduRtion of 
Mentanban ;, there was need of a new Negotiation; 
and of the Councel of the moſt faithful of the 0 
Duke's Servants,to oblige himto come to Bourdeaux 
to pay 2 vilit to the Miniſter; Bur they all repens 
ted the giving of that advice. The faid interview 
fpoil'd all, inſtead of contributing rowards an ac- 
commodation': Not but” the Cardihal, withour d&- 
ſcending from his Rank, which he'*was incapable3gt 
doing, paid the Duke a great dat of 'ReſpeCt,an 

, even fo far as to proteſt to him thathe 
would ſtand him inftead' of a fourth Son ; butthe 
Duke till preſerved that Air of Grandeur with 
him which he could nor lay afidt;atid only receiy'd 
the Arch-biſhop of Biurdeaux,” whom the Miniſter 
preſented to him afret an apparent! reconciliativh, 
with a haughty Air}, and ' nor without forde 
Coldneſs, In x 630 AT Wi the gy" 
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# la Valette his Son, had had fo great a ſhare,as I 

* Cullys have ſaid, in the day of the * Duppes, 

and rhat in his particular he had received 

ſome conſiderable diſguſt the preceeding day from 

the Queen Mother, he went to Verſailles to ſee the 

King upon this great alteration, and could never 
be perſuaded by his Friends to ſtep into the next 
Room, where all the Court repair'd in a throng to 
pay new homages to the reſtor'd Miniſter ; he 
contented himſelf with ſeeing him two or three 
days after it, asif nothing extraordinary had hap- 
pen'dro him. In 162 1 the Cardinal ſeem'd to have 
a mind to reconcile himſelf to that Family z for he 
prevailed for the Duke de la Valerte, who was only 
a Duke by Breef, to be recciv'd into the Parli- 
ament in that Quality the ſame day with him, 
which the Court looked upon as a great Careſs, 
But the following year 1632 gave him a new and 
very conſiderable cauſe of ditpleaſure from the old 
Duke. He, caus'd him to be ſounded by the ſuper- 
intendant de Bullion , to try whether he would 
yield his Government of Mets and of the three 
Biſhopricks to him in exchange, upon very advan- 
tageous Conditions; to which the Duke expreſs'd 
eat repugnancy- ., Thoſe whoſe ,, ConjeCtures 
ways go$oo far,or who reckon upon the eaſineſs of 
Human minds to paſs from deſire to delire , and 
from, one ambition to another, fancy'd that the 
Cardinal had a mind to make a great and laſtin 

Settlement in that Country,to ſecure bicſelfagainſ 
.all Revolutions for the future ; to, obtain next 
to that Government , the Biſhoprick of Mer: and 
the great Abbys of the ſaid City, or adjacent 
Parts: In the next place, wo get that from the 
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King's favour; which the Duke had refuſed froiri 
Henry the 34's. To add to the three Biſhopricks, 
fiſt in «the King's Name, and next-.in his own, 
Dun, Stenai , Famets , and (ome other Places of 
Lorraia, Sediu which might be got out of the 
Houſe of  Bouillon , Chateaurenaud, Charleville , and 
mount Olimpus'z and finally to compole a little King! 
dom of A4uſtraſia capable to maintain it (elf againſd 
all the» Nejghbouring Powers, under a Soyeraign 
of his capacity«:lf this was his deſign, which I 
would neither affirm ner rejeCt, that Inſtance would 
diſcover as rmuch..as ,any thing the» Charadter of 
his mind- more us. /ro give than to receive a Law: 
For it is certain that thy, he patſionately defired the 
ſucceſs of. uBuilion's negotiation, he broke it firſt, 
becauſe the Duke,wicthout explaining himſelf clears 
ly, and without accepting, ar'-\refuling, tal'”d' of 
adding to the propoſed exchafige a Marſhai's Staf 
tor the Duke of Canda/e his Sany & Man who in- 
deed deſerved that honour,' beg) fanious throughs 
out Europe, for; his; foreign exptditzoris; but to whom 
the Cardinal was" uriwilling 80 itt fuch a reward 

for the jeſts he had: made 6n:hims ©: © 
Shall I fay moreover, what atheis |have writ- 
ten and publiſhed' betore:: nie,>whios perhaps will 
ſeem frivolous. © "The faid\Negotiafion was ſet:on 
foot in. 163% 'in the journey. of : Tawſouſe, which 
ended by the Executionof the Duke: ds. Montmarren- 
&. They pretend that oh their rerun ewo things 
which in appearence ſeem'd 'ta. hp;4abon{id-rable; 
nevertheleſs-ſenfibly moy'd the mindmf 'that Mini- 
ſter. The firſt, as it is repotted,wthat he thoughe 
himſelf negleRted by the -pld Dukb who was too 
buſy in - receiving the Queen, Am of Hwſtria in his 
RK k 2 Houſe 
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Houſe of Cadillac upon the road tro Bouwdeauy, 
The Queen was coming back that way to ſee Ro- 
chel, and the Cardinal ro fee Browage , where he 
had never been fince he had made great ex 
pences here : The Coaches which the Duke had 
order'd to receive him at his coming out of the 
Boat, were taken up by the numerous Train of the 
Queen, and could notcome back ſoon enough to 
prevent the Cardinal's arrival, who was not expect- 
ed ſo ſoon. The Duke after having. conduQted the 
Queen to her appartment, brought them back to 
bim bimfſelf, with 4 thouſand excuſes that his orders 
had. not been well executed z but he could never 
perſuade him to uſe them, and the Cardinal choſe 
rather 'to walk the Temainder of the way a foor, 
notwithſtanding he was fatigu'd, and incommoded 
with a diſtemper, which had like to have kill'd him 
fore days after. *' They add in the ſecond place, 
that it - prov'd u great deal worſe, yet at Bourdeaux, 
where his diftemper which was nothing bur a ſup- 
preffion of - Urinez' eblig'd him to- tarry afrer the 
Queen: | 'Lhe Duko,ourot refpeRt to that Princeſs, 
and to keep no murk'of Command m her preſence 
had-order'd bis:Guards to put of their Coats and 
Muskets : he ordered. them to rake them again, as 
foo as ever ſhe was - gone, and! went to viſit the 
Cardinal with'his- ufual pomp: of ' Gavomory and 
» large attendeno> of Gentlemen belboging ro-himy 
or of the [Arownce, who did always; accompany 
him. It'is thought-thac the Arch-biſhop of Bour- 
deaux, and ſome others, who were- the- Duke's E- 
nemys, and were.with the Cardinal: at that time, 
perſuaded him thar' it was not only! 'doneto brave 
him, but perhaps-to-quarrel him, 1m caſe of =—_ 
an 
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and to attempt upon his Perſon, fo that he excus'd 
bimſelf from ſeeing him, as being too Ill ; and al- 
moſt thought he'had ſcaped a Peril, when he found 
himſett in a Condition to leave Bowrdeaux; The 
Duke having accompanyed him at his departure with 
the ſame train, as it were to honour him. Thar 
which is certain,is,that the Duke was inform'd ſome, 
time after it by the Cardinal de /a Valetre his Son,that 
fome had endeavour'd at leaſt ro give the Miniſter 
thoſe impreſſions. That he took it very [I] from the 
Arch-biſhop of Bourdeaux, and made War againſt 
him more than ever. Their quarels proceeded © 
far, thatthe Duke having employ'd ways of fact, 
as it were to maintaih his Authority of Governor 
in the Metropolitan City , induc'd the Archbiſhop 
to excommunicate him, The Clergy of France be- 
ing infpir'd by the Cardinal , who put himſelf at 


their head, declar'd for the abus'd Prelate, and de» -—* 


manded reparation for the Injury: It was in that 
great Storm the Cardinal de /a Valette his Son , and 
tome of his Friends propog'd , as a laſt remedy of 
reunion, the Marriage of Mademoiſelle de Pont- 
chateau With the Duke de la Valette: for Gabrielle de 
Bourbon, one 'of the moſt lovely Princeſſes of her 
time , beautiful and wiſe, very witty, and fo 
mild, that ſhe. was never known to be angry, 
dy'd fix or ſeven years before, a forthnight after 
her being deliver'd'of a Son , who dyed Duke of 
Candale in the year 1658. As ſoon as the Coridi- 


-tionsof this new Marriage were reſolv'd upon and 


accepted , all the Afﬀairs with the Archbiſhop of 
Borrdeaux and the Clergy of Fraxce ended much 
ſooner than rhey would have done: But if ever the 
eld Duke ſhow'd his haughtineſs/ it was on this oc- 
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caſion;he gave his Son his conſent by word of mouth, 
but he refus'd to give it in writing, and to fign the 
ContraQt, faying ſometimes that it was ſufficient, 
that he had {ign'd one; and ſometimes with more 
frankneſs, that it would not be hand(om for him to 
{gn it without giving ſome thing, nor to give any 
thing to.redeem himſelt , and to get out of a trou- 

lefom Affair. Neither muſt we forget among the 
Subjects of alienation and averſion we are ſpeaking 
of, that the ald Duke , who thought he had for- 
mer]y oblig'd the Biſhop of Luce, complain'd that 
be had found no manner of Acknowledgment in 
Cardinal de Richelieu ; and that in the latter times, 
he. could not digelt his Proceedings againſt the 
Queen Mother; a Princels for whom the Duke 
had ever had a veneration full of Tendernefs, and 
for whom he thought himſelf oblig'd to, expoſe all. 
The Reader will perbapsconclude, that this relati- 
on was abſolutely neceſſary ro make Poſterity be- 
lieve the Secret am going to reveal, not upon vain 
ConjeRures, but upon certain Knowledg. 

What is it a greatGenius does not think poſſible? 
or himſelf capable of? The Cardinal being ſen(1ble 
by Experience , that the old Duke would never be 
perfeQiy reconcil'd co him , form'd a. yery, extraor- 
dinary deſign to ruin him, in ingaging nevertheleſs 
theDuke de la Valette his Son in his Intereſts,in whom 
he had never taund any Sentiments,!but fuch as were 
reaſonable. After that Marriage be ſhow'd a great 
deal of AﬀeRion fax.a-time to that young Lord, 
who was look'd ypon as;his Son-in-Law, gave. him 
a proſpect of the greateſt elevation. :and. grandeur 
for the future:, uatil judging -the Fire. ſuthciently 
kindl'd , after haviog exborted him to conhde in his 
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promiſes, which hid never deceiv'd any Body, and 
to look upon him as a true Father , he proceeded to 
declare to him that in order rhereunto, «t was neceſ- 
fary,he ſhould have no other Father but him: In a 
word, that he ſhould not be aftoniſh'd, at his be- 
ing reſoly'd no longer to ſpare the Duke d'Eſpernon, 
and to deſtroy, thole were his very Words, a Man 
whom he had never been able to tame. The Duke de la 
Valette, being as much ſurpris'd,as can be imagin'd, 
endeavour'd in vain to diflemble his thoughts ; part 
of them appear'd in his Eyes , and upon his Face: 
The Obligations of Blood,” Thoſe he had to the beſt 
Fatherin the World towards him , who had pre- 
ter'd bim in ſo many reſpects before his Elder Bro- 
ther, a Man of great Merit, crowded all in a mo- 
ment in his mind. He fancy'd he already faw that 
old Man, who was then fourſcore years of Age or 
more, whoſe Fortune had been reſpected till then by 
his greateſt Enemies , leading the remainder of his 
Life in obſcurity and ſolitude, languiſhing in ſome 
place of Exile; To ſee himſelf , as a worthy re- 
compence of his baſe complyance, ſhamefully inve- 
ſted with thoſe Honours , which he was only to 
tarry for a few years, to poſſeſs them without re- 
proach. Who knows,whether he did not add,that the 
moſt honeſt Ingagements are commonly the ſafeſt; 
and that all Duty laid a(ide, no true Prudence could 
ever adviſe him to abandon the Fortune of his own 
Family, which was ſo well ſert]'d, to run after vain 
hopes, and to abandon himſelf ro the new,and pers 
haps falſe Tenderneſfs of that adoptive Father ? Ne+- 
vertheleſs doing himſelf a great Violence,he thank'd 
the Cardinal for his kindneſs, as Men always behave 
themſelves towards thoſe who govern ; He __ 
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his being oblig'd to him for the confidence he repos'd 
in him: He affur'd him of a perte& gratitude on 
his fide. As ro his Farther, withour accuſing or defen- 
ding him,he added,that ir was impoſſible ro alter his 
mind for the lirtle time he had tv live : Thar his 
Behaviour was rough and daring . but that he had 
a great deal of Honour, thar his Heart was upright 
and ſincere, incapable of deceir and treachery : 
'That taking his word once, one might rely upon 
it for ever; in a word that if the Cardinal would 
do him the honour to rely upon him, he would an- 
ſwer for the old Duke's hdeliry as for his own. The 
Miniſter did very well apprehend what was not 
ſaid to him, and was ſecretly concern'd to have 
faid too much himſelf The Converſation ended 
in general Complements on both ſides, in which 
neither of them were deceiv'd. From that time 
forward a ſerious behaviour and cold Civility 
« ſucceeded-the Carrefles and advances of the Cardi- 
nal rowards the Duke dz /a Valette. And in relation to 
the old Duke, all - the diſguſts and mortifications 
that can be given to a proud Heart, who will not 
oblige 'his Enemy fo far as ro complain. He mer 
perpetual ContradiQions in his Province of Guienne, 
in which it was known that he was very Jealous of 
bis Authority. Thoſe who were known to be his 
Enemies, or ſuſpe&ed by 'him,were applauged and 
favour'd in all things; Fables were heard againſt 
bim: The Exchequer was wholy ſhut up for ſeve- 
ral- years together for his 'Salarys' and Penſions, 
nnder pretence of public neceſfiry, and of the Fi- 
mances being exhaulted : Excuſes that are ever rea- 
dy for thoſe'that 'are not beloy'd. And when e- 
ver fareign'War*thteatned gr attack'd his Govern- 
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ment, no ſuccors beſides Words was ſent to him, 
as if they had been glad to expoſe him, to the 
prejudice of the State. In fine, neither he, nor 
his Son, could doubt bur the firſt opportunity to 
ruine them, would earneſtly be imbraced : Bur the 
times were not proper for it. ( 1625.) Frence had 
declar'd War againſt Spain. ( 1636.) The Enemye 
were entring into Guienne, Burgundy, and Picardy. 
(1637.) The People being opprefſed by new Edits 
ro make the Armys ſubliſt, and being as yet but 
little us'd ro Obedience after the Civil Wars, did 
riſe in divers Places, particularly in the old Duke's 
Government, ſometimes by ſeditions at Bourdeanx, 
ſometimes by whole Armys which kept the Field 
by the name of Crocans. He commonly ſtifled thoſe 
Commotions with his own Forces, and by his ſole 
Authority ,beingaccuſed nevertheleſs to theMiniſter, 
but without any ground, of exciting them ſecretly 
himſelf, to make himſelf neceſſary. The Cardinal 
had nor the injuſtice to believe ir, but he reckon'd 
among the Crofles of his Life, and of his Grandeur, 
to be oblig'd for a time, not only to keep meaſures 
with, but alſo to- praiſe and ro thank thoſe, to 
whom he neither did, nor deſign'd any good, bur 
on the coritrary,their Ruin. His Fortune was look- 
ed upon to be very mich ſhook, when the Enemy 
ſcem'd to ſertle in the Kingdom, within fight of 
the Capital City, and of the Throne it ſelf, by the 
taking of Cgtelet, of La Capele and of Corbie, The 
ſucceſs of that War which he alone had counceled, 
atid which he was proud of being the Author of, 
was either his fafety or his Ruin : having moreover 
ſo many Envious Perſons, Enemys, and ſecret In- 
trigues to' oppoſe, he left no means A" 
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retake the Places of Picardy, with powerful Army® 
Commanded by the Duke of Orleans the King's bro* 
ther, and by the Count de Sorſſons, a Prince of the 
Blood, The Duke de /aValette in an occalion which 
was look'd upon, as a great Peril of the State, de- 
fir'd leave to ſerve as a Volunteer in the Army of 
Picerdy, which could not be deny'd him. Bur before 
his departure from Pars, he made, rather by his 
Misfortune than fault, being as it were, forc'd to 
it, a new, and very deep wound in the Miniſter's 
mind. The Baron du Bec, Governer of LaCapelle 
was the Duke's Friend : whether he had fſurren- 
der'd it too ſoon out of Weakne(s,or for want of all 
manner of Ammunitions as he pretended, which 
I have not dicover'd, the Cardinal thought it ne- 
cafſary to make an Example of him, either to 
keep theGovernors of the Frontier Towns in Awe by 
that ſeverity, or toclear himſelf before the King and 
the Public, for the loſs of that Place which through 
Picerd) had given the Enemy an entrance into the 
Kingdom : For thole who are at the helm of Affairs, 
are never in the wrong, and the weakeſt is Com- 
monly the moſt guilty. He would have thar affair 
examind in a Solemn Coucil, the King being pre- 
ſent, in which all the Officers of the Crown were to 
aſſiſt, The Duke excuſed himſelf three times from 
coming to ir, to avoid the danger he foreſaw. Burt 
Chavigny was ſent to him the fourthy. tg acquaint 
him that he muſt either break of . with the 
Cardinal, or not preſiſt in his refuſal, Therefore - 
he went tothe Council, but more faithful to Friend- 
ſhip, or to Reaſon, than to his own Jntereſt, he 
ſpoke for the Accus'd contrary to the incentign of the 
Miniſter , who not being commonly Maſter of 
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himſelf in the firſt heat of his Anger, as ſoon as 
the Council broke up , calling him a ſide, uſed 
hard and refleQing Language towards him, which 
a good heart can never bear,. nor _—_ His an- 
ſwer was not only firm and bold, but full of a heat, 
which made the Cardinal ſencible of his own, 
which he endeavour'd to aleviate, concluding with. 
obliging words. In this condition the Duke de lg Va- 
lette went for the Army, where it is true, that the 
Count  de.Soiſons, and the Duke of Orleans cauſed 
him to. be ſounded in ſecret, to ingage him to a 
revolr, and toafford thenra retreat in Guienne ; But 
it is equaly true, that he retuled both, barely affur- 
ing the Princes on one hand of his Reſpe&t, and 
moreover of ſecrecy; and on the other, that the 
old Duke, withour whom he could do nathing, 
would never hearken to any ſuch thing , what 
ever Caule he had to complain of the Cardinal, 
as well as himſelf. It has never been known from 
the Dukes own Mouth who made him —_—_—— 
tion,, he kept his word but too ſcrupulouſly, and 
never ſpake of it, even. when he might have 
done it without danger. What the Cardinal fayes 
here, that this crime js averr d by the Mouth of two 
Princes whoſe Teſtimmy #s undeniable on that occaſion, 
is ealily clear'd. One of them who out liv'd that 
Miniſter, has often own'd, that he had been ſurpril- 
£d,, and perſuaded that the Duke de la Valette 
had accuſed him, fo that being irricated by 
his pretended Infidelity as well as by his Refuſal, 
he wes glad to excule himſelt by laying the whole 
fault at, his door, - The ſequel of things natural- 
ly repreſented, in my opinion do's not allow the 
queſtioning of this Truth. The faid Negotiation, 
wil whether 


(156) 

whether rejefted; or receiv'd, certainly was not 
proſecuted, and was not known in a certain time 
after it. But when Corbie was retaken and Picardy 
peaceable, and the Cardinal's authority betrer(er- 
thed than ever, even thoſe who thought him un- 
done before, were earneſt to ſerve him, and to 
inbrace his Intereſt. Ar that time one of the Duke 
of Orlezns Falſe Servants, tro whom that ſecret was 
confided, made haſte to reveal it to him. The 
two Princes who had notice given them thereof, 
remov'd forthwith from the Court, for fear of be- 
ing ſecur'd. The Duke de /a Valette who was 
gone for Guieme ſome days before, quietly proſecut- 
ed his journey. They fent Bourdeslles and Montreſor, 
aker him, to excite him, and the old Duke his 
Father, upon the account of their common | dan- 
per,” which both, they ſaid, would endeavour in 
vail) to defend themſelves of, conſidering the opini« 
on the Cardmal had of that buſineſs, and his de+ 
fire to ruin them. - They -both ſhur their Ears, and 
the old Duke after Complements full of reſpe& for 
the Princes, gave them wiſe Councels *%o regam 
the King's favour : "The Duke of Orteans hearken'd 
ts them, and made his Peace. The Count de Soiſ- 
ſons negle&ted them to his Misfortune, for he never 
returned to Court, and dyed afterwards, as it is 
known it Arms 'agamſt his" Prince and Coomry. 
The Cardinal having @ good intelligence, as ever 
any Miniſter had, was' not ignorant of- the old 

Duke's wife behaviour on that Subje&t , which he 
never boaſted of himſelf: "There ill is a" Letter 
extant” which' that Miniſter order {the Chevalier 
Segvier, his conſtant 'fricnd, ro Write''to him, in 
mhich praiſing his prudence, 'which heyGercs mn 
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the King is very well pleaſed with, be Endeavours. 
ro make him diſcover more of the matter, which 
the old Duke had the addreſs to excuſe himſelf 
from. And fo far from accuſing him of anything 
at that time, nor Ls Valette his Son, new orders 
were fent to both to drive the Spaniards out of Gus- 
enne ; For they had ſertled themſelves. ini the Pore 
of Secoa, where they had two Forts, and fve or 
fx thouſand Men well Retrench'd, Thoſe orders 
to expreſs the more Confidence, gave the ald Duke a 
power 'to raiſe ſuch Forces as he ſhauld thiak fic, 
and to make what everImpoſnions he thought nece(» 
ſary .on the Province, to deliver it from the Ene- 
my'; which he looked upon as a ſnare that was laid 
for him, being warn'd by Ancient and new. Ex- 
amples, and even by that of Marſhal do Marillas; 
Moreover he was perſuaded. that without Oppeeſ 
ſing: the People, whom he lov'd naturally ,/ and 
whom it was his Intereſt to keep Meaſures with; 
he would be able ro perform what he: waz;ordered; 
And: indeed the Duke de la Vallette having put; him» 
ſelf - at the Head - 1 ſmall number of | Men, be 
raiſed in haſte, belieg'd, or block'd up, as ie- were, 
thoſe Spaniards retrenched, .and much-ſtronger than 
himſelf, /bur in want of all things, Notwithſtanding 
the Sea was open to them : He took advantageous 
Poſts z-*he made continual Courſes on all-fides, to 
hinder them from receiving. any Subliftance out of 
the Country, and reduced them withour fighting, 
to ſuch extremitys, that they. abandoned both Res 
trenchments and Forts, and: made no: uſe of -the 
Sea, butfor their retreat. The Court which {el 
dom applauds thoſe who are. nor-in' favour, was 
very glad of it, however. wichout ſeerning wn 
muc 
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much ſatished ; they could have wiſh'd the Spaniards 
had been cut to pieces, their. Camp fort'd and 
pillag'd, their Forts taken by affault; and in a 
word that no Bridge of Gold had been made to the 
Enemy. It was on that occaſion the Cardinal be- 
thought himſelf to attack Spain by Fontarabie. 
The Arch Biſhop of Bourdeaux, or fome other had 
inſpired him with that thought, ſeveral years before: 
But the Duke D' Eſpernon and La Valette his Son, 
who were ſentto View the Place at that time, #l- 
ways found very great difhcultys in ir. The Son 
was ſent forgand repaired ro Court, without know- 
ing it” was upon that Subject: After a much ber- 
ter reception, than he expected from the Miniſter 
he deſired him to give him an account of what had 
paſt at Corbie about the propoſition of the two 
Princes; but he had either ſo much Credit, or To 
much Addreſs as to prevent his being prefled to 
the utmoſt, and they were or ſeem'd to be ſatisfied 
with him, without his ever ſaying any thing far- 
ther” to-the King, or Cardinal, but that a Man 
ſpoke-to him near a Mile ; that he had broken all 
bis Meaſures by a ſpeedy refuſal : That he had not 
thoughtir neceſlary, 'in an Affair in which he ſaw 
no ' appearence of any* ſucceſs, ro turn Informer 
without \proofs againſt two Princes of the Blood, 
whom he thought he had ſufficiently perſuaded tg 
remain faichful by his Reaſons, and by his Example, 
Afﬀer this Eclaireiflement, the Siege of Fronearabie 
was , propoſed to him, Nevertheleſs I will never 
believe what others have written Bona fide, that it 
was with a real deſign to engage him, and the old 
Duke his Father, in an Enterpriſe in which they 
muſt needs periſh. - That is / driving ſuſpition too 
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far; and the Cardinal was not capable of ſuch a 
falſe Policy againſt the 'Jutereſt of France, and his 
own ; but it is very probable that the ſaid Mini- 
ſter who ever fince the Siege of Rechel,and the ex- 
pedition of Italy , thought every thing eaſy for 
him, made uſe of that occaſion to ſend a Prince of 
the Blood in Guienne, with conſiderable Forces 
both by Sea and Land, which he might Imploy, 
after that Viftory, as he thought fit againſt the 
Duke D' Eſpernon himſelt,and againſt all his Family: 
it is moſt certain that the Command of the Army 
was only offer'd to the Duke de /a Valerte upon two 
Conditions ; the one that the Prince of Conde ſhovid 
be Generaliffimo over him ; the other that the 
Naval Army ſhould be Commanded by the Arch» 
biſhop of Bourdeaux, who was, or ſeem'd to be 
reconciPd to the old Duke, for 'ſome years paſs'd. 
The old Duke had refuſed more than once to Com- 
mand Royal Armys undera Prince of the Blood ; 
not ſaid he, but he had a very great and molt 
profound reſpe&t for that Rank , but he was 
too old, added he, to learn rowards the end of 
his Days, to receive orders from any but the King 
his Maſter. Ir was eaſy For the Duke de /a Vater- 
te to foreſee the ill conſequences of a ſubalrern and 
divided Command ; bur the Cardinal his Brother, 
and another Perſon leſs Faithful, who ow'd his Ele- 
vation to their Familly, but yet was ſecretly a 
Creature | of the Miniſter, perſuaded him , with 
great difficulty, that it was nor fit always'to op- 
poſe the Inclinations of a Man who had an abſo- 
lute power, as if they had deſfign'd to break with 
him at a time when he ſeem'd to have a mind to 
be reconcil'd to all the Family ; That what: the 
Court had much ado to bear from the old 
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Duke, would neither be excuſed, nor pardoned 
in. his Son, in the ſame manner ; Moreover that 
whereas he would ACt more in the. Army than 
any other, the Preſence of a Prince would nowile 
leſſen his Glory, if the Siege had a good ſucceſs ; 
but would totally. diſcharge him, if the event ſhould 
pot prove favourable. ' Thete reaſons induced him 
to ingepge himſclt rothe Miniſter , before he had 
time/'to. cuniult. the old Duke his: Father, whe 
nowiſe approyd'them, but thought he oughr not to 
find fault with) wbat he had. agreed tro. If any bo- 
dy has. written the Contrary, either they were nat 
acquainted: with the whole ſecret, or thought they 
might diſſemble part of it. The refolution the 
Duke rook himſelf, ſhow'd ſufficiently that -he was 
not. pleated. It was-toauk leave to go to his houſe 
of Plefſae'in Jeintonge to.take Milk, as he ſome- 
times uſed-to do.z. but- at that time, it was with a 
reſolution:neverto.r&turnto his Government, untill 
the:: Siege of Fontarabie were ended. However he 
tatryed till the Prince was come to Bourdeaux, to 
pay bis:Reipedts to -bim ; and taking his leave ot 
bin}; after. having repreſented the difhcultys of the 
Enterprite to him, which! oughtonly to have exci- 
ted him the more, by the glory of overcoming the 
ſame ,he offered if iv were neceflary, to come back, 
upon his firſt Orders, at the head of a thouſand 
Gentlemen,to ſerve as a' Volunteer under him. The 
ſequel has ſufficiently teRtifyed the prudence: of that 
Reſolution; for: that has been known finc», which 
he Was. ignorantof at that time : Which is, that 
the Prince: had brought ſecret Orders from - the 
King, to, Command | him to do that which he 
did at his own: accord: The'Siege was begun with 
grear 
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great hopes, "The Duke de /a Valletre was praiſed 
for that he was the firſt who with Sword in hard 
at rhe head of his Forces, croſs'd the River of B- 
daſſoa, which divides the two Kingdoms, through 
the Water up tothe Waſtezhe forced the Retrench- 
ments the Enemy had made there to defend the 
Entrance into the Country. It is alſo known thac 
his attack was very much advanc'd, and in a fair 
way to take the Place, when an Order in writing 
from the Prince'of Cende oblig'd him'to yield that 
Poſt to the Arch-biſhop of Bordeaux; which in- 
deed he had much ado to dipelt : and from that 
rime forward, finding an open, and always ready, 
cdontradi&tion to what ever was propos'd by him:and 
being weary with giving good advices which were 
not tollow'd, he reduc'd himſelf only ro command 
in his newQuarter which he thought himſelt oblig'd 
to anſwetfor }; it is alſo moſt cerrainly true, that e- 
ven before that Incident, there was no pertet in» 
felligence berween our Generals; and that the 
ſtrongeſt Armys commonly prove Ineffefual , 
when diſcord reigns among ther, [Ihe Arch- 
biſhop of 'Bourdeanx was far more mindful of the 
old differences he had had with the Duke and all 
his Family, than.'6f a forc'd reconciliation. The 
Prince of Conde dreaded nothing more ,- than that 
all the honour of the' ſucceſs ſhould be impured to 
LaVallette. From the very beginning, he had nor 
anſwer'd, either in' relation to the Father, or to 
the Son, the AﬀeCtion they both expeRted- ro hnd 
in him, and which they had had proofs of on 0- 
ther occaſions, he perhaps =_ initryuRed in this 
by the Court, and being defirous to oblige the 


Miniſter, But' after all, as far as ever I could 
Ll hear 
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hear, the true,. or principal Reaſon of the railing 
of that Siege with fo little honour , refleQted upon 
the Cardinal himſelf more than upon any other in 
his Quality of Admiral, without laying any ſtreſs 
upon his -having . zoyn'd Commanders, whom he 
knew could never agree. The Naval Army which 
ſhould have appeared at the . fame, time with the 
Land Forces, was not ready ; and whether the 
Prince had orders to begin the Siege betore hand, 
or that the ſaid precipitation , proceeded from his 
own impatience, and the fear of loſing the fair 
ſeaſen;' tor it was in the Month of Faly, the Spa+ 


mards who wereMaſters of the Sca took their time to + 


ſuctour the Town twice, within fight. of him, and 
to, put a Governor 'into it, who, contribuf®* con- 
ſiderably towards its Vigorous defence. | The Spe- 
ſl Army appear'd to relieve it, by, Land. The 
Duke de la Vallerre's advice, tho? often .reiterated, to. 
march againſt, and to Fight them, was not hear- 
ken'd unto; and the event juſtity'd on that occa« 
hon, as in ſo many athers,, thar commonly to be 
atrack'd, is to be half Vanquiſhr. . All things paſs'd 
gmong ourz with great turpriſe, 'T'umult and 
Diſorder , without any of the, Quarters. beig 1in- 
form'd what paſs'd in the. ather, "The Prince of 
Conde's was forc'd and taken. . T'he French never 
made ſo little reliſtance 3 which, gave way to the 
Vain reports of the People, which they are ſtill 
policfled with in thoſe parts to this very - day, as 
it che Prince had conſented to it higſclf, being 
bribed with Spamſb Doybloans, which were ſent to 
him they ſay, in great quantity, in. large Bottles, 
in the guile of Wine , for the Proviſjon of his 
Table. The Duke de /a Valletce had AP 
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of the Rout, and Combat, by run-aways, and ſoon 
after it by the Prince himſelf, who retiring to Bay- 
une, left bim to perform what could be done* in 
that misfortune. 'The Duke appr: v'd what it 
would have been uſelefs to Condemn, and more- 
over he exhorted the Prince to ſecure his Perſon, 
But as ſoon as his back was turn'd he could nor 
forbear ſmiling ; and that prov'd ſince, the main 
head of the accufatiun againſt him. After which 
giving his Orders with great Tranquility and un» 
concernedneſs, he not only put all his Men in Bat- 
talia , bur rallying the remainder of the others,and 
oppoling the purſuit of the Enemys, he ſav'd the 
M:zyor part af the French Army, and ſuch Guns and 
Equipages, as were not taken yet. The Victorious 
Souldiers'in Fontarabie boalted thar they bad 

dered the Prince's Camp and that they had ſpar d 
Ls Vallette who was their Friend: Another great 
Crime which. was to be plac'd with the Bottles of 
Douubloons, and which nevertheleſs was afterwards 
laid to his Charge. It is impoſſible 30 expreſs 
the Miniſter's anger againſt the 'Duke-de /a Vallerre, 
whether-ir were \that | he only: hearken'd to the 
interreſted relations of the Prince of Conde and the 
Archbiſhop, or that ſuch an -occaſfhion kiadled a- 
new, all his Relentment againſt. the Dake ef Eſpers 
 won's Family, or that he dreaded left the King 
and the: Public, ſhould impure that misfortune-to 
his Conduct, in'caſc the Prince or the Arch-bithop, 
or, the delay of our Naval Army ſhould ſeem to 
[z- the. chick cauſe of i it. He declar'd or Kitorney 
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the Generoſity on ths occaſion, as in many others, 
not to waver one moment between her Uncle 
Repnant, and her Husband out of favour, bur 
the Cardinal, when ſhe ſpoke to him upon that 
account, fell into ſuch a paſſion, that thoſe who 
were not to be acquainted with the ſecret,and who 
were order d to withdraw on purpoſe,' overheard 
it. The Dutcheſs d' Eguillon, who was the Duke's 
faithful Friend, aftcr having uſed all her Credit, 
Are and Addrefle with ber Uncle, could obtain 
nothing but birrer Complaints, and apen menaces, 
after which ihe xpreſs'd ſufficiently that it would 
not be fafe for the Duke ro come, tho? on the 
dne ſide: he was -paffionately deſirous to juſtify him+ 
ſelf in Perfon-;' and/on the other, he had been ſent 
foryro give an account of his ConduR. It is very 
probable that the Miniſter defigned not tO ſpare him : 
At leaſt- what he! ſaid, and declar'd publicly, was 
not a great inducement to Invite him to- Cort. 
A Little Council was held, hercupon at 'Paris' by 
the Duke's Order,qf-Perſons he thought wholly de- 
vored.tro his Intereſt; in'which was-called, among 
a few others, . anei of the -moſt Zealous and moſt 
grateful Creatutes of his: Family. | It was' Philip de 
Coſpean, then Biſhop-of Nanzes, formerly Biſhop of 
Air2, and (ines Biſhop . of Lyficuxy fot whom. the 
old. Duke during His favour, our of refpes6t ro his 
Merit,. being delightod-with his Sermons, had not 
only obrain'd che «+Bifhoprick of . Aire, without his 
knowledge , bur ycauſed the Bulls of the ſame 
to he expedi:ed'at hi3 own Charge, and fo ſent them 
to, him,... This, Gentlemen ho was a "Man of 
Sence, and \\Vit, after having heard many argu- 
ments upon the circumſlances of the Aﬀair of 
wy Fontarabie 
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Fontarabie ; upon the facility the Duke would have 
to deſtroy ſuch frivolous accuſations, and not only 
to juſtify his Innocence , bur alſo his Services : All 
this, faid he is good, and I believe ir, but who 
has told us, that they will not ſpeak of the Man and 
the Mill. This prov'd ſufficient to perſiad2 the 
lictle Afſembly 5 and that indeed was a thing to be 
dreaded in the hands of an incens'd Miniſter. For 
tho the Duke had clear'd himſelf before him and 
before the King about it ; and that inſtead of being 
puniſh'd, he was ſoon after honor'd, with a con- 
fiderable Command, it was no abolition in forms; 
and the Laws of the State oblige all Subjefts, and 
particularly 'all the Officers of the Crown, to re- 
veal what ever they know againſt the King's 
Service, without examining whether they have op- 
poſed ir in ſecret,whether they could nor prevent it, 
whether they thought the advice wou'd be uſelcfs, 
finaly wichout diſtinguiſhing Prince , Friend , Ma- 
ſter or BenefaFor. Wo to thoſe whoſe Fare, ard 
that diverſity of Dutys put to ſuch a terrible Tryal, 
However the Duke, contrary to his own incliaation 
follow'd the advice of his Friends, and retir'd into 
England, His proceſs was made. The Cardinal 
would needs have the information againſt © him 
brought in before che King. The Preſident de Bel- 
lievre, ſince firſt Preſident, and ſome others had 
the Courage to fay they .ſaw no: proofs. - The 
greater Number tollow'd the falſe and pernicious 
Maxim that one may always C:ndemn an abſent 
Perſon, becauſe his Life is in no danger, and that 
it is the bare reward of his Contumacy . As it it 
were ever allowable to berray Truth and juſtice 
becauſe they. make: no defence, The old Duke, 
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a Eſpernen who till then had been'an objeRt of envy, 
began to become an object of Piry. (1629.) In {1x 
munths time of the year 1639 he loſt the Duke ae 
Candale his eldeſt Son,he ſaw the ſecond Condemn'd 
to Death, on whom he had hx'd his heartand all bis 
hopes, belidca the Death of the Cardinal de {a Va- 
lette his third Son, to whom it was thought Car- 
dinal de Richelien, as a recompence for his Services 
had promis'd not to diſturb the repole of his Fa- 
raer's old age. Orders follow'd immediately to Con- 
fine him tirlt to his Houſe of Plaſſac, next to Lo- 
ches where he ended his days fore years atter. His 
conſtancy was ſuch in that great Age, that after 
having pertorm'd in his laſt ſickneſs what ever 
could be defir'd of him for his Confcience, with- 
eut Pride, or Weaknels, for he ever had Religion 
and Faith,he let fall never a Word in relation to the 
Cardinal, but what was at once Chriſtian like and 
Noble. He ordered the Duke de la Vallette's two 
Children to be recommended to the King, 
they having the honor to be related to him ; they 
were the Children of his firſt Marriage, tor he 
had none by the ſecond : And ſome tuggelting 
to him that he would do well to do them the 
ſazwe office with the Miniſter, whoſe power was 
ſo well known, be only anſwer'd mildiy, I am 
his Servant, without being able to refolve to re- 
queſt any thing of him, He dyed on the x q.of F«- 
myary 1642, bcing 88 yearsot Age, repeating of- 
ten,oven in the middle ot his Prayers,and 1n the ve- 
xy Arms of Death,the Name of has Son-de la Valerte, 
whom/he lovk d upon as his Martyr, The-Cardi- 
nal de Ricbeiceu did not ours live him long : He dyed 
on the 446.0t. December of the lame Ycar,being _ 
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ly 58 years of 'Age,leaving taCourtiers one of thoſe 
{1ne,but roo ſubtile, [Examples of what Fortune,Gran- 
deur and Favour is, never certatn,never contented, 
and which is worſe, little preſent, and long pais'd, 
The King who griev d, tn fecret for having allow d 
him ſo much Power, and who had realon to dread 
all things from him, it he had liv'd much longer, 
did not think bimſelt ſo much depriv'd of a faith- 
ful Miniſter, as deliver'd of a proud, infupporcable, 
Maſter, Ir then prov'd a kind of Merit at Court 
not to have been too much his Friend. Burt all 
things were ſoon alter'd there a ſecond time by 
the King's own Death, on the 14ch.0t May 1.64.3. 
The Duke de /s Valette call'd Duke 4 Eſpcrnon {;nce 
his Father's Death,came back from Exng/ard,and fur- 
render'd himfelt in the Priton of the Palace of Pa- 
744, and was abſoly'd by the unavimous Voice of the 
Parliament, witha general Applauſe of the Gran- 
dees, and of the People. No Man of any Noteythat 
I know of, eyer laid the il|- Succels. at Fortarabic to 
his charge bur the Cardinal; and as to the pgcicnded 
Intelligence or Contpiracy with the two Princes, far 
from upbraiding himſelt with it, he plac'd ir ameng 
his belt Actions, fince that tho ill us'd and opprefs'd by 
the Cardinal, to the higheſt degree he had been 
able ro reſiſt the Temptation to right himſelf, and 
the Duke his Father,by a Civil Warghe greateſt and 
molt dangerous of all thoſe of that time, it both 
had hearkn'd to it. 

As the Cardinal de Berulle dyed with the repute 
of ſanctity, and that all thole who have known 
him have teſtify'd the ſame, except Cardinal Ri- 

eliew ; it is a very material point to inform the 

blic with the Morives that could induce the faid 
LI 4- Cardina! 
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Cardinal de Riohelieu to inſert theſe Words in the 
Tenth Page of his Political Teſtament. Your Ma- 
jeſty would thereby have freed the Nation of the Griſons 
for ever from the Tyranny of the Houſe of Auſtria, had 
no: Fargis your Ambaſſador in Spain at the Sollicitati- 
on of Cardinal de Berulle, made (as he has confeſs d it 
fince ) without the knowledge and contrary to your Ma- 
Jeſty's expreſs Orders, a very diſadvantageous Treaty, to 
which you adher'd at laſt to pleaſe the Pope, who 
pretended to be ſomewhat concern'd in that Affair +, and 
in the 14 Pape, the Cardinal de Berulle, and the 
Lord Keeper Marriilac adviſed your Majeſty to aban- 
don that poor Prince, (he ſpeaks of the Duke of Mar- 
tua) to the injuſtice and Inſatiab'e avidity of that Nation, 
which is an Enemy to the Repoſe of Chriſtendom (he 
means the Spaniards ) to hinder them from diſturbing it ; 
the reſt of your Council proved of @ different opinion, 
bh becauſe Spain durſt not have formed ſuch a Refo- 
lution, immediately after the making of a Treaty of Uni - 
on among the Englilh 5 and becauſe if they ſhou'd havt 
followed ſo ill an advcie, they could not bave been ab/e 
80 ſtop the progreſs of your Arms, 

A Little infight into the principal Aﬀairs tranſ- 
aQed in the reign of Lews the X[lI, is ſufficient to 
know that the Cardinal de Berulle and de Richelieu, 
were both ingag'd in the Intereſt of theQueen Mo- 
ther Mary de Medics ;and that they liv'd in perfeCt In- 
telligence until the year 1622, when the War of 
thePon de Cee broke out. All theQueenMother's Crea- 
tures did expcct that Cardinal de Richelieu ro whom 
thatPrinceſs had givenOrder & Power to conclude an 
accommodation with the King her Son's Miniſters, 
would mind rheir advantages as much as his own, 
and would not expoſe them to the Vengance of 

their 
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their Enemys, whom they had only irritated to re- 
main Faithful to the Queen Mother : Neverthe- 
leſs Cardinal de Richeljzeu only thought of obtaining 
a Place for himſelf in the Sacred College ,” and 
negleCted all the reſt. For which reaſon Cardinal 
de Berulle, the Marſhal and Lord Keeper Merillac, 
Monſieur and M1dam du Farzs and ſeveral others 
fell our with him. In the Second Place, the firſt 
conſiderable affair which occur'd in the Council 
of France m 162.4. immediately after the Cardinal's 
bring introduc'd there, upon the Marriage of Ma- 
dim Henrietta of France youngelt Siſter to the King 
with the Prince of Wales, The Cardinal de Ri- 
chelien pretended to attribute all the honor of ir to 
himſelf, and negotiared with ſo much addreſs that 
he obtained from the Earls of Holland and Carlile , 
Ambafladors from England more advantageous Con- 
ditions for the Catholic Religion, than thoſe which 
the King of Great Britain had granted to the Spa- 
mards when he defir?d their Intamra . for the faid 
Prince of Hales. But the main dithculty was to 
prevail with the Court of R»ne to approve the 
Conditions Cardinal de Richelzeu had mad2 with 
the Engliſh Ambaſſadors. The Court pitched upon 
Cardinal de Berulle in order thereunto, He went 
to Rome, and there beg in,continued, and concluded 
the famous Negotiation, which is found among the 
Manuicripts of Lomenie in the King's Library. He 
obtain'd what ever he defir'd of the Pope, and that 
was ſufficient to exciteCardinal de Richelien's jealouſy, 
As to the Treaty which du Fargs made at 'Mon- 
con in 1626 with the Spaniard'; in relation to Vat- 
relina , we muſt conſider that the ſaid du Fargy hatl 
been (ix years before Ambaſſador in Spain, and 
. '\/ that 
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that he was ſent thither by the Court of France be- 
fore Cardinal de Richelieu emred into the Miniſtry, 
which was in 1624. The inſtructions which du 
Fargs had receiv'd in taking leave of the Courr,from 

. de Puificux Secretary of State, Son to- the 
Chancellor de Sillery, oblizz'd him to treat with the 
Spaniards on the ſame Conditions as he did ſince at 
Moncon, becaule the C ouncil of State was reſolved 
at that time not to break with Spain. But Cardi- 
nal de Richelieu cauſed that reſolution to be alter'd, 
and the collection ot the Pieces for the Juſtihcation 
of that Cardinal which were given to the Public 
by M. ds» Chetelet maintains in leveral Places 
that the ſaid Cardinal ſent M. du Fargs orders di- 
rely contrary to thole he had receiv'd in France. 
But M. du Fargs perliſted conſtantly in denying 
that ever he received them, and the thing remains 
undecided to this day. "Theretore it 1s not true that 
te himſclt contefled that he had concluded the 
Treaty of Moncen at the follicitation of Cardinal 
de Berulie, without the King's knowledge, and con- 
trary to his Majeſty's Expreſs Orders. For among 
{o many Authors, who have attack'd and detended the 
Reputation of Cardinal de Richeliev, none ever be- 
thought himſelf bitherto to write this point of Hiſto- 
Ty; and there is no reaſon to believe the ſaid Cardinal 
upon his bare Word, ſince he was ſo public an 
Enemy to the Cardinal de Berule that his Paneg- 
yrilts. loſe no occaſion to blame him, and to pulh 
it as far asever it can go. 

Finally it is yet leſs true thac the Cardinal de Be- 
yulle and the Lord Keeper Marillas advisd the 
Kiog to abandon the Duke of Mantue to the in- 
juſtice and inſatiable Avidity of the Spaniards ; but 


that which is cerain in relation thcreunto, as 
the 
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the two Authors who are* moſt devoted to Car- 
dinal de Riche/teu, wi are thoſe that have written 
his Life, andthe þiftory of his Miniſtry, do ac- 
knowledge, is + that at the Death of Vaxcens Duke 
of Mantiza; and when the Duke de Nevers freceeded 
him, it was put in agitation in the Council of France, 
not whether the Duke of Nevers ſhould be abſolute- 
ly ſeconded ; but whether they ſhould ſecond him 
ſo far as to run the hyzard on his account to 
break the Peace of Fervins which King Henry 
the Great had concluded with Spain, and it was 
carry'd by the plurality of Voices, that the King 
ſhould not run the hazard of that riſque * Cardinal 
de Berulle who was then one of the Principal 
Councellors of State, was of that opinion, he per- 
ſiſted in it until Cardinal de Richelieu, cauſed the 
ſaid Aﬀair to be examin'd anew in the Council, 
and made them reſolve to maintain the Duke de 
Neverz againlt the Emperor and againſt the King of 
Spam, There was but ſix Months ſpace between 
thoſe two deliberations, and they were both taken 
in the year 4627. It the Cardinal de Beyulie du- 
ring the Interval of the {aid fix Monthspreten- 
ded that it was not fit to exaſperate the Spariardr, 
In that he only conform'd to the detexmination of 
the Council of State of Fraxce. But I maintain 
that after the ſecond deliberation which was to 
protett the. Duke of Mautus towards and apainſt 
all, rhe Cardinal de Berulle. never let fall. any word 
to blame the War which France engaged uyito upon 
the account of the Duke de- Nevers with the Em- 
pereryand the King of Spain, and no Man can 
produce any Printed paper , or Manuſc;/ipe which 
1ays any duch thing. 
Jt THE END. 
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